Google 


This  is  a  digital  copy  of  a  book  that  was  preserved  for  generations  on  library  shelves  before  it  was  carefully  scanned  by  Google  as  part  of  a  project 

to  make  the  world's  books  discoverable  online. 

It  has  survived  long  enough  for  the  copyright  to  expire  and  the  book  to  enter  the  public  domain.  A  public  domain  book  is  one  that  was  never  subject 

to  copyright  or  whose  legal  copyright  term  has  expired.  Whether  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  may  vary  country  to  country.  Public  domain  books 

are  our  gateways  to  the  past,  representing  a  wealth  of  history,  culture  and  knowledge  that's  often  difficult  to  discover. 

Marks,  notations  and  other  maiginalia  present  in  the  original  volume  will  appear  in  this  file  -  a  reminder  of  this  book's  long  journey  from  the 

publisher  to  a  library  and  finally  to  you. 

Usage  guidelines 

Google  is  proud  to  partner  with  libraries  to  digitize  public  domain  materials  and  make  them  widely  accessible.  Public  domain  books  belong  to  the 
public  and  we  are  merely  their  custodians.  Nevertheless,  this  work  is  expensive,  so  in  order  to  keep  providing  tliis  resource,  we  liave  taken  steps  to 
prevent  abuse  by  commercial  parties,  including  placing  technical  restrictions  on  automated  querying. 
We  also  ask  that  you: 

+  Make  non-commercial  use  of  the  files  We  designed  Google  Book  Search  for  use  by  individuals,  and  we  request  that  you  use  these  files  for 
personal,  non-commercial  purposes. 

+  Refrain  fivm  automated  querying  Do  not  send  automated  queries  of  any  sort  to  Google's  system:  If  you  are  conducting  research  on  machine 
translation,  optical  character  recognition  or  other  areas  where  access  to  a  large  amount  of  text  is  helpful,  please  contact  us.  We  encourage  the 
use  of  public  domain  materials  for  these  purposes  and  may  be  able  to  help. 

+  Maintain  attributionTht  GoogXt  "watermark"  you  see  on  each  file  is  essential  for  in  forming  people  about  this  project  and  helping  them  find 
additional  materials  through  Google  Book  Search.  Please  do  not  remove  it. 

+  Keep  it  legal  Whatever  your  use,  remember  that  you  are  responsible  for  ensuring  that  what  you  are  doing  is  legal.  Do  not  assume  that  just 
because  we  believe  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  the  United  States,  that  the  work  is  also  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  other 
countries.  Whether  a  book  is  still  in  copyright  varies  from  country  to  country,  and  we  can't  offer  guidance  on  whether  any  specific  use  of 
any  specific  book  is  allowed.  Please  do  not  assume  that  a  book's  appearance  in  Google  Book  Search  means  it  can  be  used  in  any  manner 
anywhere  in  the  world.  Copyright  infringement  liabili^  can  be  quite  severe. 

About  Google  Book  Search 

Google's  mission  is  to  organize  the  world's  information  and  to  make  it  universally  accessible  and  useful.   Google  Book  Search  helps  readers 
discover  the  world's  books  while  helping  authors  and  publishers  reach  new  audiences.  You  can  search  through  the  full  text  of  this  book  on  the  web 

at|http: //books  .google  .com/I 


^ 


&i£^a«@i 


TWENTIETH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


STATE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH 


OF 


NEW    YORK 


Fob  thb  Year  Ending  Deoehbsb  31,  1899 


TRANSMITTED  TO  THB  LEGISLATURE  FEBRUARY  15,  1900 


•  >•♦■»§  r»»%»*««»  ( 


ALBANY 
JAMBS   B.   LYON,    STATE   PRINTER 

1901 


,  •  *     •• 


•  • 


State  of  New  York 


No.  59 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 


Fbbbuaby  15,  1900. 


J      »'  •    •  • 


TWENTIETH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


State  Board  of  Health 


STATE  OF  NEW  YORK 

Executive  Chambeb 

Albany,  February  15,  1900 
To  the  Legislature: 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  the  twentieth  annual 
report  of  the  State  Board  of  Health,  the  same  being  for  the 

year  1899. 

THEODORE  ROOSEVELT 


•    • 


•  • 


•  • 


•  • 


•  •• 

•  •  • 

••  • 


•  •  • 


STATE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH  OF  NEW  YORK 


HEMBES6   OF  THE  BQABD 


State  Commissioners  of  Health,  Appointed  by  the  Governor  and  Senate 


DANIEL  LEWIS,  M.  D. 
HON.  OWEN  CASSIDY 
S.  CASE  JONES,  M.  D 


New  York  City 

Montour  FalU 

Rochester 


Health  Commissioners  from  Cities,  appointed  by  the  Governor 


W.  T.  JENKINS,  M.  D. 


FEEDER  W.  SMITH,  M.  D. 


WALTER  F.  WILLCOX 


New?  York  City 

Syracuse 

Ithaca 


Ex-oFFicio  Members 


J.  C.  DAVIES 
E.  A.  BOND 


Attorney -general 
State  engineer  and  surveyor 


ALVAH  H.  DOTY,  M.  D.     Health  officer  of  New  York,  Quarantine,  Staten  Island 


GFiTCfEBS  OF  THE  BOABB 


DANIEL  LEWIS,  M.  D..  President 
BAXTER  T.  SMELZER,  M.  D.,  Secretary 
THOMAS  A.  STUART,  Assistant  Secretary 
OLIN  H,  LANDRETH,  C.  E.  Consulting  Engineer 
C.  W.  ADAMS,  C.  E.  Consulting  Engineer 


New  York  City 

Albany 

Albany 

Schenectady 

Utica 


State  Superintendent  of  Registration  and  Vital  Statistics 


BAXTER  T.  SMELZER,  M.  D. 


As  Secretary  of  the  Board 


2R786 


s. 


CONTENTS 


PlOB 

Report  of  the  Board 1-19 

FiDancial  report 23-29 

Plans  of  sewage  and  sewage  disposal : 

Village  of  Ballston  Spa 33 

Village  of  Clinton 33 

Village  of  Coxsackie 33-40 

Village  of  Depew 40-45 

Village  of  Kinderhook 46-48 

Village  of  Liberty 49-51 

Village  of  Larohmont  Manor 52-55 

Village  of  Lansiogborg 55 

Village  of  New  Rochelle 55-56 

Village  of  Oneida 56 

Village  of  Port  Jervis 56 

Village  of  South  Nyaok 57-58 

Village  of  Waverly 58 

Investigations  by  order  of  the  Governor : 

Saratoga  Lake  nuisance 61-84 

Newtown  Creek  nuisance 84-98 

Barren  Island  industries 98-116 

Eastern  Paving  Brick  Co.,  Catokill,  N.  Y 117-125 

Special  Investigations: 

Bronxville  sewers 129-139 

Village  of  Solvay  (canal  nuisance) 140-141 

Village  of  Goshen  (Rio  Grande  River) 141-149 

Village  of  Silver  Springs  (typhoid  fever) 149-159 

Rotterdam-Guilderland  drainage  nuisance 159-164 

Niskayuna  drainage  defects  164-168 

Pollution  of  Ausable  River 169-184 

Keuka  Lake  ice 184-202 

Town  of  Aurelius  (pea  vine  nuisance) 202-209 

North  Tonawanda  (acetic  acid  works) 209-212 

WeBt  Canada  Creek,  Herkimer '. 212-227 

Toy^xi  of  East  Greenbush  (drainage  nuisance  on  Riverside  avenue).  227-234 

Citx  o^  Lockport  (18  Mile  Creek) 235-238 


viii  CoifrENTS 

Special  investigatioDS  {Continued) 

Village  of  Stottville  (defective  drainage) 2S9-242 

Griffin's  Corners  (defective  drainage) 242-251 

Town  of  Schodack  (Selkirk  complaint) 251-258 

Willard  State  Hospital  (diphtheria) 258-266 

Rules  and  regulations  for  sanitary  protection  of  water  supplies : 

City  of  Rome 269-285 

Suppression  of  Bovine  Tuberculosis 287-307 

Food  and  drugs 309-385 

Sanitary  condition  of  the  state 387-555 


REPORT 


Albany,  February  15, 1900 

To  Honorable    Thbodorb  Roosdvblt,  Oovemor  of  the  State  of 
New  York 

Sir — ^The  State  Board  of  Health  presents  its  20th  annual  report, 
recording  its  work  during  the  year  1899. 

The  long  continued  drought  that  prevailed  so  extensively  dur- 
ing the  summer  and  fall  in  many  parts  of  the  state,  with  its 
consequent  lowering  of  the  ground  water,  and  simultaneous  de- 
velopment of  fevers  widely  diffused,  have  taxed  the  resources 
of  many  local  boards  of  health,  and  appeals  for  aid  and  counsel 
to  this  Board  have  been  numerous  and  urgent.  These  have  been 
promptly  rcsimnded  to,  and  the  local  health  authorities  have 
been  found  alert  and  faithful  in  all  such  emergencies.  Epi- 
demics of  smalli»ox,  diphtheria  and  scarlet  fever  have  been  fre- 
quent and  exacting,  and  have  been  fought  by  quarantine  and 
disinfection,  and  many  salutary  lessons  taught  of  the  value  of 
these  safeguards  and  the  disastrous  consequences  of  their 
neglect. 

SANITARY  CONDITION  OF  THE  STATE 
During  the  year  12^1,000  deaths  froui  all  causes  were  reported, 
of  which  121,821  were  received  in  time  to  tiud  record  in  the 
Monthly  bulletin  of  the  Board  The  death-rate  for  the  year  iK*r 
1000  population  was  17.3,  against  an  estimated  average  for  the 
past  10  years  of  17.2,  that  of  1898  being  18. 
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Tbe  deatbs  reported  from  the  iiiaritiiue  district,  with  a  popu- 
lation of  1G75  per  square  mile,  represent  a  death-rate  of  18.4; 
that  of  the  populous  Hudson  valley  distriet,  17;  the  Mohawk 
valley  district  had  a  deiath-rate  of  15.5,  while  in  the  rest  of  the 
state  the  Kite  was  14. 

Infectious  diseases — Twelve  per  cent  of  the  deaths  reported 
were  from  common  infectious  or  zymotic  diseases,  against  17  per 
cent  for  the  preceding  10  years  and  13.6  per  cent  in  1898. 

Ck)mpared  with  the  average  of  the  past  10  years  there  was  a 
decrease  this  year  in  the  mortality  from  all  the  ordinary  zymotic 
diseases  except  from  cerebrospinal  meningitis,  from  which  there 
was  a  moderate  increase. 

Compared  with  1898,  the  deaths  from  each  of  the  diseases 
of  this  class  were  likewise  fewer  in  number  with  the  exception 
of  diphtheria,  from  which  there  was  a  moderate  increase. 

The  infant  mortality,  which  is  largely  from  zymotic  diseases, 
and  which  caused  this  year  29  per  cent  of  all  deaths,  was  nearly 
5000  less  than  the  average  of  10  years  preceding,  the  actual  num- 
ber of  deaths  under  five  years  of  age  being  35,386  against  40,100. 
There  were  likewise  fewer  deaths  in  early  life  in  1899  than  in 
1898. 

Oripp€y  or  epidemic  influenza,  although  a  zymotic  disease,  is 
not  included  among  the  above.  It  has  recurred  yearly  since 
December,  1889,  in  the  winter  and  early  spring  months,  and  is 
estimated  this  year  to  have  caused  7000  deaths  from  January 
to  April.  An  epidmic  of  moderate  severity  is  prevailing  again 
at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Typhoid  fever,  beyond  a  few  localities  where  it  is  endemic,  has 
had  no  special  prevalence  and  the  mortality  is  a  little  below  the 
yearly  average  of  1650.    It  caused  1.3  per  cent  of  the  deaths,  hav- 
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ing  been  relatively  lowest  in  the  maritime  district  and  highest  in 
the  Hudson  valley, 

DiphtJieria  caused  2786  deaths,  an  increase  of  170  from  last 
year.  But  this  number  is  far  below  the  average  of  past  years, 
which  is  about  5000.  Diphtheria  for  a  few  years  has  been  de- 
creasing steadily  from  the  high  mortality  of  past  years,  which  haa 
sometimes  almost  reached  7000;  it  has  however  for  the  last 
12  or  15  months  shown  a  moderate  upward  tendency.  In  De- 
cember of  this  year,  a  month  in  which  the  increase  for  the 
year  commencing  in  autumn  generally  reaches  its  height,  there 
were  330  deaths  against  244  in  December,  1898,  and  the  number 
is  just  that  of  December,  1897,  in  which  year  there  was  a  very 
marked  fall  from  preceding  years.  The  present  increase  is 
mainly  in  the  maritime  district,  though  the  decrease  is  pretty 
largely  distributed  throughout  the  state.  Relatively  to  other 
causee  of  death,  2.3  per  cent  of  all  deaths  were  from  it  against 
2.2  in  1898;  in  1894,  5.6  per  cent;  in  1895,  4  per  cent;  in  1896, 
3.8  per  cent,  and  in  1897,  3.5  per  cent  of  all  deaths  were  from 
diphtheria,  showing  its  decrease  since  1894  and  its  marked  in- 
frequency  as  compared  with  these  earlier  years. 

Scarlet  fever,  Tneasles  amd  wlwoping-oough  all  have  fewer  deaths 
than  the  average  and  fewer  than  in  1898.  These  diseases  have 
periods  of  increase  and  of  decrease;  they  are  now  in  the  latter. 
A  mild  form  of  scarlet  fever  continues  to  prevail. 

Diarrheal  diseases  caused  fewer  deaths  than  in  any  year  of 
recent  time,  at  least  2000  less  than  the  average  of  8500.  In 
fact  in  certain  years  the  number  has  nearly  reached  10,000,  but 
never  so  few  as  6500  of  1899,  or  5.3  per  cent  of  the  total  mor- 
tality. The  decrease  has  been  uniform  throughout  the  state 
but  most  marked  in  the  maritime,  where  5.5  per  cent  of  the 
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deaths  of  the  year  were  diarrheal  agaiuet  8  per  cent  of  previous 
years. 

SmaUpox — ^There  began  in  May,  189S,  an  extraordinary  epi- 
demic of  the  disease,  remarkable  because  it  was  so  widespread 
and  continued  for  so  long  a  time,  since  it  did  not  end  until  mid- 
Riimmer  of  1899,  but  chiefly  remarkable  because  of  its  mildness, 
BO  that  the  physicians  failed  to  recognize  it  and  out  of  more 
than  300  persons  taiten  with  it  there  was  but  a  single  death. 
The  epidemic  originated  from  a  traveling  theatrical  troupe, 
which  entered  the  state  at  Wcetfleld,  Chautanq^Lia  county,  April 
28,  1808,  from  Pennsylvania  and  prior  to  that  from  further  south, 
apparently  one  of  their  number  having  contracted  the  disease 
at  (.'harleslon,  W.  Va.  They  had  their  private  railroad  cars  and 
exhibited  in  their  own  tent. 

The  existenro  of  smallpox  among  them  was  not  discovered  and 
llieir  couPHe  arrested  until  May  21 ;  nw;mtime  they  had  traveled 
extenfively  through  the  weslern  half  of  the  state  and  had  ex- 
hibited at  20  towns,  drawing  people  from  the  surrounding 
country  to  their  exhibitions.  Warning  was  sent  to  all  this 
region  and  eases  soon  began  to  be  reported.  When  recognized 
llius  they  were  energetically  cared  for  and  speedily  controlled, 
but  unfortunately  in  not  a  few  localities  it  failed  of  recognition 
and  lawting  for  weeks,  spread  to  surrounding  towns,  whence  in 
turn  it  was  paased  on,  eluding  dctf 
mistaken  for  chickenpox;  in  one 
impetigo. 

And  inasmoch  as  the  majority 
parts  of  the  state  at  least,  and  ir 
seldom  seen  smallpox  Ibis  was  not 
healing  li'fliniony  to  the  protettic 
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the  con«equent  infrequency  of  a  disease  once  so  common  as  to 
have  fallen  to  the  care  of  every  practitioner  of  medicine.  . 

But  the  chief  reason  for  its  escape  of  detection  was  the  ex- 
traordinary deviation  in  the  bulk  of  the  cases  from  the  common 
course  of  the  disease,  chiefly  because  it  was  so  mild. 

Cases  began  with  a  severe  fever  which  lasted  for  three  days; 
then  the  eruption  appeared  and  developing  soon  from  a  papular 
eruption  ix>  a  vesicular,  it  commonly  aborted  in  this  stage  of  the 
disease.  After  the  eruption  appeared  the  sick  usually  felt  well 
enough  to  be  about,  and  it  was  not  uncommon  for  them  to  be 
out  about  the  streets  of  the  village.  In  fact  families  of  the 
poorer  class  wore  found  who  never  had  a  physician  and  were 
under  no  restrirrion  of  any  sort.  The  only  wonder  is  that  so 
many  escaped,  but  the  infection  was  likewise  mild  and  a 
moderate  protection  availed.  The  phenomena  of  the  disease 
were  not  such  as  to  elude  the  close  observation  of  our  expert  in 
it  geuerally,  thoug'h  occasional  cases  were  hard  to  distinguish 
froni  chickenpox.  There  were  at  the  same  time  cases  of  such 
typical  character  as  to  be  readily  recognizable.  And  it  is  note- 
worthy that  in  many  cases,  succeeding  crops  of  cases  in  a  locality 
showed  a  tendency  to  return  to  the  common  type  as  seen  with 
us.     But  the  earlier  cases  bred  true  to  the  original  type. 

Experience  identical  with  ours  in  New  York  was  met  with  in 
other  states.  Dr.  William  M.  Welch,  of  Philadelphia,  analyzing 
the  outbreak  in  Pennsylvania,  reports  like  characteristics.  He 
farther  states  that  smallpox  of  an  unusually  mild  type  appeared 
among  the  negroes  two  or  three  years  ago  in  the  southern  states, 
having  features  identical  with  ours,  and  it  is  his  opinion  that 
Jts  proi^gation  northward  is  trainable  to  its  imi>ortation  in  cot- 
™^  JHHHlHto^^'^'  feeling  little  indisimsed,  being  em- 
preparing  it  for  market. 
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This  Board  finally  placed  a  competent  investigator  in  the  field 
and  thereby  early  detection  of  outbreaks  wa«  effected.  With 
faithful  co-operation  on  the  part  of  local  health  oflScers  the 
further  spread  was  finally  controlled;  not,  however,  unitil  it  had 
lasted  15  months,  had  affected  45  localities  in  14  counties,  and 
320  individuals,  only  one  of  whom  died. 

No  doubt  there  were  besides  not  a  few  undiscovered  cases. 
The  cost  of  it  has  been  considerable  to  the  town  aflfected*,  in  out- 
lay for  its  suppression  and  in  loss  of  business. 

Nevertheless  this  state  has  escaped  much  more  easily  than 
others  about  us,  where  there  has  been  not  only  a  much  wider 
distribution  but  in  some  states  a  continuance  of  the  epidemic 
until  the  present  time.  We  have  been  protected  as  is  very 
evident  by  the  immunity  afforded  by  more  general  vaccination, 
there  being  in  many  places  a  faithful  execution  of  the  law  re- 
quiring the  vaccination  of  school  children;  there  has  also  been 
an  immense  amount  of  vaccination  done  in  the  affected  towns 
and  in  those  threatened  by  proximity. 

Subsequently  to  this  outbreak,  which  ended  by  midsummer  of 
18^,  there  have  been  a  number  of  sporadic  outbreaks  duie  to 
direct  importation  from  an  outside  source  and  in  no  way  con- 
nected with  the  epidemic.  These  have  been  usually  limited  to 
the  single  imported  case  or  to  two  or  three  secondary  ones.  Of 
such,  nine  or  ten  in  number,  the  last  occurred  in  December,  at 
Syracuse  and  Amsterdam,  in  each  place  a  single  case  coming  from 
without,  and  so  far  as  known  these  are  the  only  cases  in  the  state 
at  the  end  of  the  year,  adding  not  more  than  15  cases  to  those 
already  mentioned,  besides  12  cases  at  Niagara  Falls  in  late  sum- 
mer, the  origin  of  which  was  not  discovered. 
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Note  should  be  made  in  udditiou  to  these  of  au  outbreak 
ainoug  negro  laborers  in  brick-yards  at  ('o<\vnuins  and  Athens, 
20  miles  below  Albany,  where  between  40  and  50  of  these  people 
directly  infected  from  the  south  were  sick  with  so  mild  a  small- 
pox that  in  one  of  the  yards  they  were  allowed  to  continue  their 
work,  all  being  kept  in  quarantine;  the  disease  did  not  get  out 
into  the  neighboring  community. 

The  entire  number  of  cases  of  smallpox  from  the  initiation  of 
the  epidemic  in  May,  1898,  to  the  end  of  1899  was  about  400.  This 
is  not  taking  into  account  those  which  occurred  in  the  city  of 
New  York,  the  charge  of  which  is  not  within  the  Board's  juris- 
diction. ^Stll 

XJoMumpiiony  which  is  attracting  more  attention  of  recent 
time  by  reason  of  the  education  the  people  is  receiving  as  to 
its  infectious  character  and  the  means  for  its  control,  with  less 
variability  than  any  other  single  disease  or  group  of  diseases, 
continues  to  cause  about  11  per  cent  of  all  deaths.  The  average 
moi-tality  from  consumption  eavh  yt^ar  for  the  past  10  yeai*s  was 
13,124,  and  this  year  the  number  was  13,412.  Relatively  to  other 
deaths  it  was  highest  by  far  in  the  maritime  district,  12.2  per 
cent  of  all  deaths,  and  lowest,  which  is  uniformly  the  case,  in 
the  southern  tier  district,  8.3  per  cent. 

The  deaths  from  acute  respiratory  diseases,  the  group  in  which 
grippe  largely  finds  record,  was  excessive,  nearly  18,000  being 
from  these  diseases,  almost  15  per  cent  of  the  total  mortality. 
The  average  of  10  years,  all  of  them  years  of  greater  or  less 
prevalence  and  severity  of  grippe,  has  been  17,588. 

Other  local  diseases  were  likewise  increased  in  their  mortality 
above  the  average.  j  .t  i ,  ^i i  •  iH 
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Canvir  is  reported  to  have  caused  45:j3  deaths,  the  average  of 
the  past  10  years  having  been  3408.  Of  70,384  deaths  in  the  mari- 
time district,  2300  were  from  cancer — 3.2  per  cent — and  of  51,436 
deaths  in  the  rest  of  the  state,  2233  were  from  cancer — 4.1  per 
cent). 

Old  age  is  attributed  as  the  cause  of  6000  deaths.  This 
group  is  increased  by  the  prevalence  of  grippe,  from  which  many 
of  advanced  age  die.  The  average  of  10  years  of  deaths  from 
old  age  was  5770. 

It  is  apparent  that  the  year  has  been  one  of  unusual  salubrity 
and  more  than  commonly  free  from  conditions  which  increase 
mortality. 

The  various  departments  of  the  Board's  work  will  now  be 
reviewed. 

SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL  WORKS 
During  the  past  year  plans  for  sewerage  and  drainage  and 
sewage  disposal  plants,  or  amendments  to  existing  sewers,  have 
been  presented  to  the  Board  and  approved,  for  the  following 
municipalities:  Ballston  Spa,  Clinton,  Coxsackie,  Depew,  Kinder- 
hook,  Liberty,  Larchmont  Manor,  Lansingburg,  New  Ro«^helle, 
Oneida,  Port  Jervis,  South  Nyack,  and  Waverly. 

Requests  for  information  and  advice  have  come  from  Goshen, 
Rotterdam  and  the  town  of  East  Greenbush,  and  it  is  thought 
that  plans  from  all  will  be  presented  during  the  coming  year 
for  approval. 

PUBLIC  SUPPLIES  OF  POTABLE  WATER 
Rules  and  regulations  have  been  prepared  and  adopted  for  the 
sanitary  protection  of  the  public  supplies  of  potable  water  for 
the  cities  of  Utica  and  Rome,  in  addition  to  which  an  investiga- 
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tion  was  made  as  to  the  pollution  of  the  water  supply  of  the  vil- 
lage of  Keeseville. 

INVESTIGATIONS  BY  ORDER  OF  THE  GOVERNOR 

Residents  of  Saratoga  Springs  having  complained  of  the  al- 
leged pollution  of  the  waters  of  Saratoga  lake,  the  Governor 
directed  that  an  investigation  of  the  complaint  be  made  by  the 
Board. 

In  compliance  with  orders  received,  a  special  committee  of  the 
Board  made  an  extended  investigation  of  the  complaint,  the 
report  upon  which  will  be  found  in  the  appendix. 

The  matter  of  the  shale  brick  nuisance  at  Catskill  has  been 
before  the  Board  again,  a  committee  having  made  a  further  in- 
vestigation to  determine  whether  the  same  conditions  existed 
as  were  found  upon  examination  in  1898.  The  result  of  the 
latest  investigation  is  printed  in  the  appendix. 

The  Newtown  creek  nuisance  having  again  l)een  brought  to 
the  attention  of  the  Board,  the  result  of  investigations  made  by 
the  New  York  city  depajrtment  of  health  is  printed  in  full  in  the 
appendix. 

GENERAL  INVESTIGATIONS 

An  epidemic  of  diphtheria  prevailed  during  the  early  summer 
among  the  attendants  at  Willard  state  hospital,  none  of  the 
2000  inmates  or  patients  having  contracted  the  disease. 

At  the  request  of  the  medical  superintendent,  an  expert  from 
this  Board  was  sent  to  the  Willard  hospital  for  the  purpose  of 
investigating  as  to  the  probable  source  of  infection,  and  upon 
his  report  it  was  found  that  an  attendant  had  contracted  the 
(lisease  in  a  neighboring  city,  having  been  sent  there  to  bring 
a  patient  to  the  hospital. 
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Great  credit  is  due  to  Dr.  W.  A.  Macy,  medical  superintendent 
of  the  hospital,  for  the  prompt  and  efficient  measures  adopted  by 
him  to  control  the  disease. 

The  attention  of  the  Board  having  been  called  to  an  epidemic 
of  typhoid  fever  in  the  village  of  Silver  Springs,  the  matter 
was  thoroughly  investigated,  with  the  result  that  the  cause  of 
the  epidemic  was  traced  to  the  water  supply,  which  was  derived 
from  wells,  the  waters  of  some  that  were  examined  showing 
gross  pollution. 

The  board  of  health  of  the  town  of  Middletown  having  re- 
quested the  services  of  a  representative  of  this  Board,  to  investi- 
gate and  advise  as  to  certain  unsanitary  conditions  at  GriflSns 
Comers,  one  of  the  consulting  engineers  of  the  Board  was  de- 
tailed for  the  duty,  and  upon  investigation  made  by  him,  it  was 
found  that  streams  of  potable  water,  also  the  wells,  were  being 
polluted  by  sewage  from  the  dwellings  at  Griffins  Corners. 

While  the  normal  population  of  the  village  is  but  200,  for 
two  or  three  months  in  the  summer  the  population  is  increased 
to  some  3000  people,  who  either  live  in  their  own  cottages  or 
board  at  the  homes  of  the  native  residents. 

The  board  of  health  of  the  town  as  well  as  the  residents  of 
Griffins  Corners,  appreciating  the  great  necessity  for  more  sani- 
tary conditions,  have,  upon  recommendations  made  by  this 
Board,  decided  to  provide  for  the  proper  disposition  of  the 
sewage,  that  the  public  as  well  as  the  private  supplies  of  potable 
water  may  be  protected  from  pollution  in  the  future. 

InveBtigations  of  nuisances  were  made  and  recommendations 
looking  to  their  abatement  were  given  in  the  following  cases: 

Accumulation  of  pea  vines  from  canning  factory  in  town  of 
Aurelius. 
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Inadequate  sewering  facilities  in  town  of  Stockport. 
Nuisance  in  town  of  Schodack,  caused  by  railroad  embank- 
ment. .    V    rt*^ 
Overflow  of  West  Canada  creek  in  village  of  Herkimer. 
Acetic  a«id  works  at  North  Tonawanda. 
Imperfect  drainage  at  Bronxville. 
Eighteen  IKle  creek  in  city  of  Lockport. 
Contaminated  wells  in  city  of  Niagara  Falls. 

BARREN  ISLAND 

The  season  of  1899  at  Barren  island  was  notable  mainly  as 
being  the  test  of  the  efficiency  of  the  Arnold  system  of  disposing 
of  the  garble  of  the  city  of  New  York. 

Extensive  and  costly  sanitary  improvements  were  completed 
previous  to  the  beginning  of  the  summer  season^  and  the  capac- 
ity was  ample^  96  digesters  being  in  service;  a  steam  plant  equal 
to  any  demand ;  press  and  drying  rooms  fully  equipped. 

The  most  important  of  the  improvements  was  that  for  the 
control  of  the  vapors  escaping  from  the  material  after  being 
taken  from  the  digesters,  which  in  previous  years  had  been 
allowed  to  escape  through  the  skylights  and  other  openings  into 
the  outer  air. 

This  improvement,  which  has  been  explained  in  detail  in  a 
previous  report,  was  largely  a  success;  the  building  was  kept 
closed  and  none  of  the  vapors  escaped,  except  that  which  failed 
of  condensation,  which  was  very  little,  except  when  the  supply 
of  water  was  short,  which  was  sometimes  the  case  in  the  early 
part  of  the  season  before  the  new  water  supply  system  was  com- 
pleted. ' 

This  system,  which  was  also  a  very  costly  improvement,  was 
the  next  in  importance;  it  insures  an  abundance  of  water  in 
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every  part  of  the  plant  at  ail  times.  All  the  condensers  con- 
nected with  the  digesters  were  doplicated,  so  that  if,  for  any 
reason,  one  should  fail  to  do  its  work,  connection  could  be  made 
immediately  with  its  substitute. 

The  most  serious  mishap  of  the  season  occurred  in  August,  a 
strike  among  the  men  in  the  press  rooms  caused  an  interruption 
of  the  work  and  a  considerable  accumulation  of  garbage.  When 
the  diflSculty  was  settled,  the  work  was  forced  necessarily,  two 
scows  being  often  unloaded  at  one  time;  the  material  being  in 
a  state  of  partial  decomposition  was,  of  course,  most  offensive, 
and  the  result  was  what  might  have  been  expected. 

Fortunately  the  wind  at  this  time  was  almost  continuously 
south  of  east,  all  of  the  nearby  resorts  thereby  escaping;  but 
the  people  traveling  between  Brooklyn  and  the  Ooney  island 
K6ort6  and  those  residing  in  that  sparsely  settled  district  were 
not  so  fortunate. 

This  is  the  first  season  since  we  have  had  an  inspector  on 
Barren  island  that  no  complaints  have  been  received  from  Man- 
hattan beach. 

During  the  year  a  number  of  letters  addressed  generally  to 
the  Governor,  complaining  of  foul  odors  from  the  island,  have 
been  referred  to  our  inspector.  Partly  in  consequence  of  these 
the  inspector  has  made  a  number  of  visits  to  Arverne  and  Rocka- 
way,  interviewing  several  of  the  writers  of  these  letters,  but 
more  especially  others,  visitors  as  well  as  residents  of  these 
places,  and  has  found  that  aside  from  members  of  the  "Anti- 
Barren  island  league,"  there  was  little  or  no  complaint;  even 
members  of  the  "lengue"  relnrtnufly  admitted  that  the  odoni 
were  not  nearly  as  bad  as  in  previous  years. 
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The  inspector  has  also  frequently  visited  the  Coney  island 
resorts;  Oanarsie  and  Bergen  beach,  and  found  none  to  complain 
in  any,  except  at  Bergen  be€u;h,  and  very  little  complaint  was 
madie  there,  the  nesurest  resort  to  Bariren  island. 

It  is  believed  to  be  a  fact,  that  with  prompt  collection  and 
delivery  of  garbage,  with  the  present  capacity  and  appliances, 
that  the  present  method  of  disposal  is  adequate  to  the  needs  of 
the  people  of  the  city  of  New  York. 

While  under  certain  atmospheric  conditions  the  odors  from 
this  plant  can  be  detected  at  the  places  from  which  these  c(Hn- 
plaints  are  sent,  it  is  so  modified  by  the  appliances  before  men- 
tioned that  it  is  scarcely  noticeable,  and  is  not  in  any  way  in- 
jurious or  detrimental  to  health  or  comfort. 

It  is  submitted  that  the  fact  that  the  thousands  of  well-to-do 
people  who  filled  the  hotels  and  boarding  houses  in  these  places 
remained  there,  many  of  them  during  the  entire  summer  season, 
is  a  complete  and  final  refutation  of  the  charges  made  in  these 
letters  of  complaint. 

As  to  the  other  establishments  on  the  island,  nothing  but 
praise  can  be  mentioned;  they  are  all  well  managed  and  in  good 
sanitary  condition. 

CHEEKTOWAQA 

There  have  been  very  few  changes  in  the  working  of  the 
diflferent  rendering  and  garbage  works  at  Cheektowaga  in  the 
past  year  and  we  have  had  no  complaints  from  the  town  as  to 
their  sanitary  condition  not  being  satisfactory.  Every  one  of 
them  is  running  in  a  smooth  manner. 

The  Baynt^fl  garbage  reduction  works  handled  50,740,091 
pounds  of  garbage  in  the  past  year,  which  is  a  decrease  com 
pai-ed  with  last  year,  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  city  has  changed 
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the  method  of  collecting  the  garbage  from  pa^'ing  a  stated  sum 
per  ton  for  collection  to  a  lump  sum  for  a  stated  period,  and  in 
that  way  the  contractors  are  not  bo  particular  in  collecting  as 
heretofore.  The  works  expended  f3,881.29  in  new  improvements 
during  the  past  12  months  and  have  everything  in  good  shape. 
The  garbage  wagons  axe  covered  the  same  as  la&t  year,  and  were 
cleaned  and  disinfected  during  the  summer  months. 

The  Milson  rendering  and  fertilizer  works  have  paased  into 
the  hands  of  a  fertilizing  trust  and  are  doing  quite  an  extensive 
business,  having  disposed  of  15,247  dead  animals  in  the  past 
year  and  have  expended  in  that  time  the  sum  of  |17,038.10  for 
improvements.  The  works  have  been  kept  in  a  sanitary  con- 
dition at  all  times. 

The  Fechter  rendering  and  fertilizer  works  are  run  in  about 
the  same  manner  that  they  were  last  year,  and  have  expended 
about  f  150  in  improvements.  They  do  very  little  business  and  are 
in  SB  fair  condition  as  can  be  expeoted. 

The  Betz  bros.  rendering  works  are  in  a^  good  shape  as  the 
previous  year  and  are  running  in  a  satisfactory  manner. 

CHEMICAL  WORK  OP  THE  BOARD 
During  the  past  year  395  analyses  have  been  made  in  the 
laboratory  of  the  Board;  a  number  of  special  investigations  have 
been  conducted;  many  subjects  of  minor  importance  have  re- 
ceived attention,  and  25  samples  are  in  process  of  analysis  at 
the  close  of  the  year.    The  completed  analyses  include  of 

Foods  and  drugs 307  samples 

Drinking  waters 69  samples 

Illuminating  oils 12  samples 

MiscellaneouB  articles 7  samples 

Total    ^^  samples 
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The  drinking  waters  examined  were  mainly  received  from  locaJ 
boarde  of  health  and  were  from  the  following  localitiee:  Albany, 
Ancram  (seven  samples),  Batavia,  Belmont,  Bethh^hem,  Big  Plats, 
Caledonia,  Oarthage,  Clarkf?town,  Dansville  (three  samples), 
Deposit,  Herkimer  (two  samples).  Homer,  Hornellsville,  Hudson 
(three  samples),  Hyde  Park  (three  samples),  Keeseville  (two 
samples),  Lexington,  Mamaroneck,  Mayfieid,  Mechanicville, 
Mount  Vernon  (four  samples),  Middletown  (five  samples),  Newark 
(two  samples),  Peekskill,  Pittsford,  Roslyn  (three  samples), 
Seneea  Falls,  Shortsville,  Silver  Springs  (six  samples),  Sonyea, 
Turin,  Union  (two  samples),  Union  Springs  (two  samples),  Voor- 
heesville,  Whitehall  (three  samples).  The  analyses  have  in- 
cluded the  usual  determinations  deemed  sufficient  for  sanitary 
purposes,  full  information  concerning  all  samples  sent  having 
been  requested  in  all  cases  and  generally  supplied,  and  the  in- 
formation thus  furnished  concerning  the  source  of  the  supply, 
its  surpoundingfl  and  possible  contaminations,  has  been  taken 
into  consideration  in  construing  the  analytical  reenlts.  Partl<v 
ulars  concerning  these  samples,  with  a  table  of  the  analytical 
results,  will  be  found  in  the  rei>ort  of  the  director. 

The  foods  and  drugs,  of  which  307  samples  collected  at  TarioiMi 
times  and  in  different  parts  of  the  state  have  been  examined, 
included  sugar,  coffee,  tomato  catsup,  cream  of  tartar  and  olive 
oil,  and  ammonia  water,  aeetanilid,  bismuth  sub-nitrate,  chloro- 
form, ether,  compound  spirit  of  ether,  creosote,  diluted  acetic, 
hydrochloric  and  phosphoric  acids,  precipitated  sulphur,  quinine 
sulphate,  reduced  iron,  resorcin,  salol,  seidlitz  powders,  solution 
of  hydrogen  di-oxide,  spirit  of  nitrous  ether,  syrup  of  ferroua 
iodido,  synip  of  liydriiMlic  acid,  tincturt*  of  capsicum,  iodine, 
opium  and  rhubarb,  powdered  rhubarb  and  distilled  water.    It 
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is  believed  that  the  examinations  of  foods  and  drugs  which  have 
been  made  during  reeent  .veal's,  and  the  pnblieitj  which  has  been 
given  to  the  results  of  these  examinations,  have  had  a  very  bene- 
ficial efifei't  in  (M>ri*ecting  various  errors,  substitutions  and  adul- 
terations, and  has  had  a  very  important  influence  in<  improving 
the  quality  of  many  food  article***,  and  a  large  number  of  the 
more  inijMjrtant  drugs  and  medicinal  prtparatione  on  sale  in  this 
state. 

The  miscellaneous  analyses  made  during  the  year  included 
"  Cocavena  tablets,"  "  Hair  health  "  (contained  lead),  vanilla  ex- 
tract (chiefly  coumarin),  a  disinfei*ting  fluid,  a  sample  of  mouldy 
bread  (with  Identification  of  the  fungus),  sediment  from  water 
pipes  at  Keeseville  and  the  examination  of  a  sample  of  "  Bologna 
lunch  foodi "  for  ptomaines.  On  August  16  the  director  visited 
North  Tonawanda  and  inspected  a  nuisance  at  that  place  created 
by  an  acetic  acid  factory  and  reported  on  the  same.  On  Novem- 
ber 16  he  appeared  before  the  United  Slates  Senate  committee 
on  manufactures  in  New  York  city  and  gave  evidence  concerning 
food  adulterations  in  this  state  and  other  matters  pertinent  to 
the  inquiry.  On  December  13  he  was  present  at  the  trial  of  a 
suit  bi-ought  against  the  board  of  health  of  the  city  of  Niagara 
Falls,  for  closing  a  well  condemned  by  the  board,  in  the  county 
court  at  Lockport. 

In  December,  25  samples  of  coloring  matters,  found  on  sale  in 
the  stoivs,  for  use  in  food  products,  were  collected,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  provisions  of  chapter  518  of  the  Laws  of  1899,  and 
these  sampl<»s  are  now  in  pr<Hes«  of  analysis  and  a  report  upon 
the  subject  will  soon  be  transmitted. 

During  the  past  four  years  the  average  annual  expenditure  for 
the  chemical  work  of  the  Board  has  been  |1,741.90,  and  while  a 
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large  ainonnt  of  important  work  has  been  done,  the  small  appro- 
priations and  limited  facilitiee  iK>sses8ed  by  the  Board  being  con- 
sidered, it  has  been  imi>088ible  to  maintain  any  adequate  inspec- 
tion of  the  foods,  drugs,  fermented  and  spirituous  liquors  and 
illuminating  oils  on  sale  in  the  state  as  required  by  law;  ex- 
amine drinking  waters  and  conduct  the  special  investigations 
called  for  by  the  Legislature,  nor  can  this  work  be  carried  on 
properly  unless  a  very  much  larger  appropriation  is  made  for 
the  purpose.  Most  of  the  matters  of  pressing  importance  have 
received  some  attention,  but  very  much  more  ought  to  have  been 
done,  and  might  have  been  accomplished^  had  adequate  provi- 
sion been  made  for  carrying  on  the  work  of  the  laboratory. 

Full  particulars  concerning  all  analyses  of  foods,  drugs,  waters, 
*oils  and  other  articles  examined  will  be  found  in  the  report  of 
the  director,  with  tables  of  analytical  results. 

TUBERCULOSIS 

Since  January  1,  1899,  there  have  been  tuberculin-tested  under 
the  supervision  of  the  tuberculosis  committee  of  the  Board  5324 
head  of  cattle,  of  which  577  were  condemned  and  213  destroyed. 
Over  2000  letters  have  been  written  by  the  committee  and  some 
10,000  circulars  of  information  and  instruction  distributed  among 
owners  of  cattle  in  the  state. 

Numerous  instances  are  known  where  the  reading  of  the  cir- 
culars has  led  the  owners  of  herds  to  undertake  measures  that 
have  purified  their  herds  of  all  taint  of  tuberculous  disease. 

Becanse  of  the  small  appropriation  available,  the  tuberculosis 
committee  have  been  unable  to  adopt  and  enforce  a  systematic 
examination  of  the  herds  of  the  state,  they  have,  however,  had 
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constantly  on  hand  a  stock  of  tuberculin  furnished  by  the  State 
veterinary  college  at  Ithaca,  which  they  have  furnished  with- 
out charge  to  cattle  owners  who  were  willing  to  have  their  cattle 
tested  at  their  own  expense. 

The  report  of  the  tuberculosis  committee  will  be  found  in  the 
appendix. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

As  this  Board  is  constantly. feeling  the  sanitary  pulse  of  the 
state  through  some  1400  local  organizations  over  which  it  exer- 
cises supervision,  it  is  convinced  that  a  great  deal  of  good  work 
could  be  accomplshed  were  the  Board  equipped  with  a  laboratory 
where  competent  chemists  and  bacteriologists  could  examine  ar- 
ticles of  food  for  dangerous  adulterations,  also  a  systematic  ex- 
amination of  the  drug  supply  of  the  state  could  be  prosecuted. 

In  addition  to  the  work  above  specified,  a  most  desirable  and 
life-saving  duty  could  be  performed  by  the  establishment  of  a 
system  for  supplying  the  various  local  boards  of  health  with 
sterilized  tubes  in  cases  of  suspected  diphtheria,  that  secretions 
from  the  throat  of  the  patient  may  be  sent  to  the  state  labora- 
tory for  microscopical  examination^  which  is  the  only  reliable 
test  to  determine  the  disappearance  of  the  diphtheritic  germ. 

While  the  pollution  of  streams  and  small  natural  water  courses 
by  sewage,  and,  in  many  cases,  refuse  from  manufactories,  have 
been  the  causes  of  complaint  from  numerous  municipalities  of 
the  state,  it  has  been  diflBcult  for  this  department,  with  its  small 
appropriation,  to  pursue  such  researches  as  it  desires  in  order 
to  determine  whether  or  not  the  streams  can  be  safely  employed 
as  sources  (►f  jwtable  water  supply. 

In  order  that  investigations  may  be  carried  on  as  to  the  occur- 
rence of  preventable  sickness  in  localities  especially  aiBicted,  to 


State  Board  op  Health  19 

determine  the  operating  causes,  and  to  devise  proper  remedies 
for  insanitary  conditions  discovered,  the  Board  requires  expert 
skill  of  the  highest  order,  and  would  recommend  that  an  addi- 
tional appropriation  be  made  of  an  amount  sufBdent  to  meet  the 
urgent  demands  made  upon  it,  and  to  inaugurate  the  establish- 
ment of  a  laboratory  for  the  purposes  outlined,  and  would  re- 
spectfully suggest  that  the  sum  of  {20,000  be  added  to  the  usual 
appropriation  made  for  its  use. 


DANIEL  LEWIS 

President 


Baxter  T.  Smblzbr 

Secretary  and  eweoutive  officer 


APPENDIX 


Twentieth  Annual  Report 


State  Board  of  Health 


Financial  Report  from  i  October,  1898,  to  i  Octo 

ber,  1899 


SALARIES 

1898. 

Nov.       1.  Salaries  for  October f  1,491  66 

Dec.       1.  Salaries  for  November 1,616  66 

1899. 

Jan.       1.  Salaries  for  December 1,516  68 

Feb.       1.  Salaries  for  January 1,516  66 

March    1.  Salaries  for  February 1,516  66 

April     1.  Salaries  for  March 1,516  68 

May       1.  Salaries  for  April 1,516  66 

June      1.  Salaries  for  May 1,924  99 

July       1.  Salaries  for  June 1,925  01 

Aug.      1.  Salaries  for  July 1,925  00 

Sept.      1.  Salaries  for  August 1,924  99 

Oct.        1.  Salaries  for  September 1,925  01 


120,316  66 

■    ' 

TRAVELING  EXPENSES 
1898. 

Oct.        8.  F.  E.  Shaw f42  27 

Nov.     13.  S.  Case  Jones 99  25 

14.  Owen  Cassidy 37  00 

F.  W.  Smith 78  29 

22.  F.  E.  Shaw 41  88 

C.  W.  Adams 17  95 

26.  Owen  Cassidy 36  10 

Dec.       5.  F.  C.  Curtis 99  50 

17.  B.  T.  Smelzer 183  15 
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1899. 
Jan       4. 

Fob.       1. 
March  21. 

April    16. 

20. 

27. 
May       1. 


13. 
18. 
20. 
10. 
17. 
22. 
7. 


June 


July 


Aug.    18. 


Sept.      8. 


F.  E.  Shaw 

Owen  Cassidy 
R.  Case  Jones . 
Daniel  Ijcwis  . 
F.  W.  Smith.. 
F.  C.  Curtis.. 
J.  P.  Martin. . 
Owen  Cassidy 

P.  S.  Hurd 

W.  T.  Jenkins 
S.  Case  Jones . 
B.  T.  Smelzer. 
F.  W.  Smith . . 
S.  Case  Jones . 
B.  T.  Smelzer. 
E.  A.  Bond... 
B.  T.  Smelzer. 

P.  S.  Hurd 

Daniel  Lewis  . 
W.  F.  Willcox 
T.  J.  Bradley. 
W.  G.  Tucker. 

P.  S.  Hurd 

T.  J.  Bradley . . 


146  88 

69  54 

70  72 
96  97 
64  88 
79  26 
17  56 

134  35 
42  49 
13  20 
75  22 

111  01 
24  81 
78  87 
67  68 
6  28 
19  25 
12  96 

45  10 
30  28 

46  22 
11  80 

4  07 

5  75 


f  1,810  54 


I  ,  I 


1898. 


TEMPORARY  AND  EXPERT  SERVICE 

Oct.        8.  University  State  of  New  York 

Bender  Hygienic  Laboratory 

Olin  H.  Landreth 

J.  P.  Martin 

Nov.     14.  Lucy  S.  Strong 

1.  A.K.Cole 

F.  D.  Beagle 


f  75  52 
35  00 
93  23 

115  32 
70  00 

liU  00 

104  00 


State  Board  op  Health  26 


1898. 
Nov.     17.  M.  G.  Franghiodi. . . 
26.  Olin  H.  Landreth.. 

Dec.       1.  A.  K.  Cole 

F.  D.  Beagle 

17.  J.  P.  Martin 

J.  P.  Martin 

M.  G.  Franghiodi . . 

24.  M.  G.  Franghiodi . . 
1899. 

Jan.       1.  A.  K.  Cole ..... 

F.  D.  Beagle 

Feb.       1.  A.  K.  Cole 

F.  D.  Beagle 

March    1.  A.  K.  Cole 

F.  D.  Beagle 

21.  E.  J.  Lederle 

April     1.  A.  K.  Cole 

F.  D.  Beagle 

20.  J.  P.  Martin 

May       1.  A.  K.  Cole 

F.  D.  Beagle 

June      1.  J.  P.  Martin 

J.  P.  Martin 

22.  Maurice  Perkins  . . . 
July  7.  James  11.  Stoller. . . 
Aug.     18.  J.  P.  Martin 

T.  J.  Bradley 

Sept.      1.  T.  J.  Bradley 

25.  A.  H.  Rodgers 

Margaret  Freeman  . 
Mabel  Watson  . . . . 
Florence  Derby  . . . . 
Kathryn  Mattimore 


t272  42 

96  78 

104  00 

104  00 

145  60 

131  59 

119  61 

140  78 

108  00 

108  00 

104  00 

104  00 

96  00 

96  00 

26  50 

108  00 

108  00 

92  29 

100  00 

100  00 

107  59 

388  72 

30  00 

40  00 

363  10 

125  00 

125  00 

38  50 

82  33 

63  33 

63  33 

63  33 

f4,352  87 
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1898 

1. 

Oct. 

8. 

Nov. 

12. 

14. 

17. 

Dec. 

17. 

1899 

1. 

Jan. 

4. 

30. 

Feb. 

23. 

March 

21. 

30. 

April 

16. 

May 


1. 


la. 


Juno      3. 


July       7. 
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PETTY  CASU 

Western  Union  Telegraph  Co 

National  Press  Intelligence  Co 

Great  Bear  Spring  Co 

William  E.  Wehner 

Bernard  Schmidt,  Jr 

G.  A.  Birch 

Western  Union  Telegraph  Co 

National  Press  Intelligence  Co 

Smith  Premier  Typewriter  Co 

C.  M.  Stuart 

W.  K.  Sanders 

Imperial  Hotel 

Albany  Building  Co 

Western  Union  Telegraph  Co 

The  Argus  Co 

Ballard  &  Kirschbaum 

Tlie  Journal  Co 

l^onference  Stale  and  ProviHioual  Boards 

of  Health 

Harry  W.  Kiggs 

National  Pn^ss  IntelligtMuv  Co 

W.  W.  BrinkerhoIT 

Albany  Uistriet  Tt^legraph  Co 

C  H.  Gross 

Uufus  K.  Palmer 

G,  A.  Birch 

(3ri»at  lU»ar  Spring  (*o 

C,  M.  Sluarl 

National  Ppi'hh  Intelligence  i\> 

Western  Union  Teli^graph  Go 

Stuart  G.  SpiiT 

J.  G.  MytMH 

Albany  Nt^ws  t-o 

D.  J.  KeeHhan 


13  00 
4  70 
1  50 
3  15 

7  20 

28  80 

3  00 

9  05 

1  50 

6  50 
3  00 

15  00 

7  31 
3  00 

6  50 

2  00 
G  50 

15  00 

3  50 
12  35 

3  00 
50  00 
12  50 
21  75 
18  20 

2  40 

3  25 

8  25 
3  00 
3  50 

7  00 
1  00 

134  57 


fllO  98 


r  -::-  z~~:x: 
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1898 

t. 

Oct. 

8. 

Not. 

14. 

Deo. 

17. 

189S 

1. 

Jan. 

30. 

Feb. 

28. 

April 

3. 

May 

1. 

June 

3. 

7. 

Ang. 

18. 

Sept. 

8. 

1898 
Oct. 

8. 

Not. 

14. 

Dec. 

17. 

1899, 
Jan. 

4. 

30. 

Feb.     23. 

Maroh  21. 
30. 

April    16, 


PRINTING 

Brandow  Printing  Co f  88  51 

Brandow  Printing  Co 107  77 

Brandow  Printing  Co 238  84 

Ganung  &  Pareons 20  00 

Brandow  Printing  Co 161  10 

Brandow  Printing  Co 4  76 

Brandow  Printing  Co 84  67 

Brandow  Printing  Co 165  16 

Brandow  Printing  Co 92  64 

D.  L.  Van  Antwerp 3  50 

Brandow  Printing  Co 79  64 

Brandow  Printing  Co 143  16 

11,189  75 

TELEGRAPH  AND  TELEPHONE 

Western  Union  Telegraph  Co f  2  73 

Hudson  River  Telephone  Co 11  99 

Western  Union  Telegraph  Co 14  97 

Hudson  River  Telephone  Co 12  04 

Western  Union  Telegraph  Co 17  99 

Postal  Telegraph  and  Cable  Co 1  93 

Hudson  River  Telephone  Co 13  79 

New  York  and  Pennsylvania  Telephone 

Co 2  00 

Western  Union  Telegraph  Co 6  49 

Postal  Telegraph  and  Cable  Co 95 

Western  Union  Telegraph  Co 8  56 

Hudson  River  Telephone  Co 13  64 

Western  Union  Telegraph  Co 8  55 

Hudson  River  Telephone  Co 11  74 

Hudson  River  Telephone  Co 13  93 

Western  Union  Telegraph  Co 5  21 
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1890. 

Mav       1.  Hudnou  River  Telephone  Co 

13.  Western  Union  Telegraph  Co 

Jane      3.  Hodson  Rirer  Telephone  Co 

22.  Western  Union  Telegraph  Co 

Hodson  River  Telephone  Co 

Jul  J      7.  Hndson  River  Telephone  Co 

Western  Union  Telegraph  Co 

Aug.     19.  Western  Union  Telegraph  Co 

Hndson  River  Telephone  Co 


f  17  09 

6  80 

12  « 

11  83 

12  39 

10  89 

5  75 

8  02 

18  62 

.  1250  54 

|5  00 

4  74 

10  00 

LIBRARY 

1898. 

Oct.       8.  William  Wood  &  Co 

Vov.     14.  John  Crayton 

I>.  Van  Nostrand  Co 

Dec.        5.  Banks  Bros 5  50 

17.  Medical  Review  of  Reviews 1  00 

1K99. 

Jan.       4.  The  F.  A.  Davis  Co 

30.  Jonrnal  Comparative  Medicine 

The  Sanitarian 

Feb.     23.  John  Crayton 

The  Argns  Co 

March  21.  Albany  News  Co 

April    10.  John  Crayton 

liemcke  A  Bneckner 

Engineering  News 

Engineering  Secord  

June      3.  Albany  Medical  Annals 

The  F.  A.  Davis  Co 

22.  Henry  D.  Keefer 

Rampson,  Mnrdock  &  Co 

A  iig.     1 8.  T>f»a  Brothers  i^  Co 


5  00 

3  00 

4  00 

4  74 

7  50 

1  50 

3  08 

13  50 

5  00 

5  00 

1  00 

5  00 

5  00 

3  00 

7  50 

f 100  00 

: 1 ' 
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FURNITURE 

1898. 

Nov.     26.  Library  Bureau   

1899. 

June    i2,  Wooster  Furniture  Co 

July       7.  W.  F.  Antemann  &  Son 

Aug.     18.  Eimer  &  Amend 

Eimer  &  Amend 

Emil  Greiner 

Herman  Kohlbusch 

Sept.      8.  Whitall,  Tatum  &  Co 
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TTTBERCULOSIS 
Salary  of  tuberculosis  commissioners  and  expenses 
incurred  in  the  employment  of  veterinarians  for 
the  testing  and  destruction  of  cattle  affected 
with  tulx»rcul<»«iH,  from  October  1,  IHJKS  to  Oi*to- 
ber  1, 1899 


{215  60 


18 

00 

6 

50 

59 

16 

23 

89 

36  04 

100  00 

30 

55 

f489 

74 

17,928  71 


PLANS 


FOR 


SYSTEMS   OF   SEWERAGE 


AND 


SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 


BALLSTON  SPA,  N.  Y. 


Addition  to  sewer  system 


The  original  sjatem  of  sewers  of  the  village  of  Ballston  Spa 
appears  to  have  been  constructed  before  sewer  systems  were  re- 
quired to  be  approved  by  the  State  Board  of  Health. 

A  plan  for  an  addition  to  the  system  was  approved  by  the 
Board  on  February  23,  1890,  and  appears  at»  **  Plate  A''  of  this 
report. 


CLINTON,  N.  Y. 


Sewer  extension 


Plans  for  the  original  sewer  system  of  the  village  of  Olinton 
were  approved  by  the  State  Board  of  Health  on  April  7,  1892. 

Plans  for  an  extension  of  the  system  on  Mulbery  sti-eet  were 
approved  by  the  State  Board  on  September  22,  1899,  ard  appear 
ae  "  Plate  B  "  in  this  report. 


COXSACKIE,  N.  Y. 


Original  sewer  plans 


Plans  for  a  separate  system  of  sewerage  and  foi'  8(*wage  dis- 
posal works  for  the  village  of  Ooxsackie  were  approved  by  the 
State  Board  of  Health  on  FeWuary  23,  1899. 

3 
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TheBe  plaus  ooinprlBe: 

First — A  general  ©ewer  map  of  the  village  forming  "  Plate  C  " 
of  this  report. 

Second — A  sheet  of  street  sewer  profiles  forming  "  Plate  D  " 
of  this  report. 

Third — ^Three  sheets  of  sewer  details. 

Fourth — Four  sheets  of  plans  for  sewage  disposal  works,  form- 
ing "  Plates  B  "  "  F ''  "  Q  "  and  "  H  '',  respectively  of  this  report. 

Fifth — A  rei)ort  on  the  proposed  sewer  system  and  a  set  of  gen- 
eral specifications  and  an  estimate  of  cost  by  the  designing  en- 
gineer, Geo.  F.  Cbism,  hereto  appended. 

Sixth — A  set  of  printed  specifications  in  detail  on  file  in  the 
office  of  the  State  Board,  but  not  printed  in  this  report. 

DESIGNING  ENGINEER'S  ROEPORT 
To  the  Board  of  Sewer  Commissioners,  YiUage  of  CoxsackiCy  N.  T.: 

Gentlemen — I  hand  you  herewith  maps  and  plans  for  a  system 
of  sewers  for  the  village  of  Ooxsaekie  in  accordance  with  your 
instruotiona. 

The  survey  and  maps,  plans,  estimate,  etc.,  embrace  the  entire 
length  of  every  street  in  the  corporate  limits,  although  it  is  un- 
necessary at  the  present  time  to  construct  the  entire  system.  The 
surveys  were  made  at  the  same  time  and  in  conjunction  with  the 
surveys  for  the  street  grade  Hues  and  therefore  conform  with  each 
other. 

As  many  of  the  streets  have  very  sharp  grades  and  as  compara- 
tively few  have  any  pavement,  much  less  a  substantial  one,  it  was 
deemed  advisable  to  plan  a  separate  system  of  sewers.  A  oom- 
bimMl  system  is  practieiiliy  out  of  the  qnt^tion  for  your  village  as 
the  additional  (*08t  of  construction,  maintenance,  etc.,  would  be 
prohibitory.  In  the  sepamte  system  eaeh  part  has  a  nearly  uni- 
form duty  to  p(»rform  and  will  be  affected  but  slightly  by  severe 
storms  and  almost  to  an  unnoticeable  degree  by  showers. 

The  advisability  of  a  double  line  of  pipes,  one  on  each  side  of 
the  street,  was  iH)n8idered  but  it  was  deemed  that  the  cir- 
cumstances did  not  warrant  the  additional  outlay  in  your  village. 

The  sewers  are  located  in  each  street  to  the  bi^st  advantage, 
considering  that  few  of  the  strwta  have  anything  like  a  uniform 
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grade  or  location  limes.  Where  the  fttreets  may  eventually  be 
straightened,  or  where  a  considerable  saving  could  be  made,  the 
sewers  were  located  somewhat  out  of  the  center  line  of  the  street, 
but  in  no  case  to  a  considerable  degree  or  where  they  will  inter- 
fere with  the  shade  trees  or  sidewalks. 

You  are  no  doubt  aware  that  the  State  Board  of  Health  will 
not  permit  the  sewage  of  your  village  to  be  discharged  into  the 
river  or  in  fact  into  any  of  the  potable  waters  of  the  state.  I 
have  therefore  designed  a  sewage  disposal  system  which  I  trust 
will  meet  with  the  approval  of  your  board  as  well  as  with  the 
State  Board  of  Health. 

The  plans  are  for  a  system  using  electricity  for  its  motive 
power,  generated  in  the  main  plant  and  distributed  to  the  sev- 
eral pumping  plants  and  the  auxiliary  plant  at  the  western  por- 
tion of  the  village. 

The  sewers  of  the  system  in  the  lower  streets  of  the  village  are 
of  necessity  so  low  that  a  radical  departure  has  been  made  from 
common  practice.  The  features  governing  the  situation  are  the 
naturally  low  elevation  of  the  principal  streets  in  the  business 
portion  of  the  village  as  well  as  the  annual  freshets  of  the  Hud- 
son river  overflowing  to  a  considerable  extent  that  portion  natur- 
ally low. 

To  overcome  these  obstacles  I  have  designed  the  system  to  be 
entirely  independent  of  surface  water,  the  buildings  used  for  the 
disposal  system  to  be  so  constructed  as  to  have  no  openings  for 
the  admission  of  floor  water  and  the  complete  control  of  all  inlet 
and  outlet  openings. 

The  village  covers  an  area  of  nearly  or  about  four  square  miles 
but  as  two-thirds  of  this  area  is  farm  land  it  will  not  add  to  the 
duties  of  the  system  proposed.  The  population  is  popularly 
known  to  be  about  3800  and  is  distributed  in  two  districts  known 
as  Ooxsackie  and  West  Coxsackie.  The  system  is  designed  upon 
calculations  that  will  approximately  providle  for  an  increase  of 
300  per  cent,  or  a  population  of  about  11,500. 

Although  there  are  several  lines  of  six-inch  pipe  the  frequency 
and  ample  flushing  provisions  will  insure  an  economical  system 
to  maintain. 
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The  area  of  the  entire  system  is  peculiar  to  itself  and  is  seldom 
equalled  in  any  part  of  the  state.  The  village  proper  (or  Oox- 
sackie  Landing)  is  situated  upon  three  ridges  running  at  right 
angles  to  the  river  and  completely  dividing  the  village  in  such 
manner  that  flow  by  gravity  from  one  section  to  another  is  prac- 
tically impossible.  It  is  therefore  necessary  to  resort  to  pumping 
engines  to  conduct  the  raw  sewage  collected  from  each  separate 
district  to  the  main  disposal  works.  The  western  extremity  of 
the  village  is  again  divided  into  two  distinct  districts,  but  as  one 
of  these  will  probably  not  require  sewer  privileges  for  several 
years  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  construct  the  same,  but  provision 
has  however  been  made  for  the  disposal  of  the  sewage  of  the  en- 
tii-o  section  embracing  both  districts  without  conducting  the 
Rame  to  the  other  extremity  of  the  village.  This  will  be  accom- 
plished by  installing  a  disposal  plant  on  somewhat  smaller  pro- 
]>ortions  at  the  west  of  the  village  as  shown  upon  the  plans.  The 
plans  for  the  latter  plant  are  so  made  that  it  may  be  equipped 
with  an  independent  steam  plant  if  desired,  but  it  is  recommended 
that  the  power  be  furnished  by  electrical  transmission  from  the 
main  plant  at  the  lower  village.  In  the  latter  case  the  additional 
room  necessitated  for  engine  and*hoiler  will  be  dispensed  with. 

As  the  sewage  is  received  at  the  main  disposal  works  it  is  ad- 
mittc»d  into  the  intake  tanks  from  which  it  is  drawn  into  the  mix- 
ers and  thoroughly  mixed  with  the  chemicals  and  then  pumped 
into  the  settling  vats  after  which  the  effluent  is  drawn  off  and 
the  sludge  removed,  pressed  and  prepared,  for  use  as  a  fuel  if  de- 
sired. 

The  entire  plant  is  in  duplicate  and  should  be  used  alternately, 
except  in  case  of  accident. 

The  chemicals  used  should  be  lime  and  sulphate  of  alumina. 
The  lime  should  be  thoroughly  slaked  and  mixed  with  sufficient 
water  to  make  it  of  the  consistency  of  thick  cream.  The  sulphate 
of  alumina  may  be  prepared  by  mixing  one  part  of  comanon  sul- 
phuric acid  with  one  part  of  water  and  adding  two  parts  of  clay. 
This  mixture  should  be  allowed  to  stand  in  a  warm  place  until 
white  appearance  forms  upon  its  surface.  Onie  pound  of  this  mix- 
ture is  to  be  added  to  each  100  gallons  of  raw  sewage  and  thor- 
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onghly  mixed  after  which  one-qnarter  pound  of  the  lime  solution 
should  be  mixed  with  it  and  the  whole  allowed  to  stand  in  one 
of  the  settling  yat«  for  at  least  24  hours.  During  this  time  the 
other  of  the  set  of  yats  may  be  in  use.  After  the  first  lot  of 
treated  sewage  has  been  allowed  to  rest  for  24  hours  the  effluent 
is  to  be  removed  and  the  sludge  remaining  in  the  bottom  of  the 
settling  vats  should  be  scraped  up  and  placed  in  the  sludge  press, 
the  vat  cleaned  and  prepared  for  the  next  charge.  The  cost  of 
chemicals  is  estimated  to  be  about  |7  per  1,000,000  gallons 
and  as  the  village  will  hardly  be  called  upon  to  dispose  of 
250,000  gallons  per  day  within  the  next  20  years  the  cost  can 
safely  be  said  to  be  within  f  1.80  pep  day  for  chemicals. 

The  sub-station  or  disposal  works  designed  for  the  West  village 
is  a  combination  of  chemical  disposition  and  filter  beds.  The 
further  precaution  of  filtering  the  effluent  is  adopted  on  account 
of  the  frequency  with  which  cattle  water  at  the  stream  into  which 
it  is  designed  to  discharge  from  the  disposal  works. 

The  pumping  stations  are  designed  with  reference  to  high  water 
and  freshets  similar  to  the  main  disposal  works  and  may  be  o|>er- 
ated  automatically  by  electrically-driven  automatically- governed 
pumping  engines.  They  will  probably  need  inspection  once  in 
12  hours. 

I  also  hand  you  herewith  a  printed  form  of  specifications  for 
sewers  which  I  do  not  think  can  be  improved  upon  and  with  the 
slight  changes  that  may  appear  necessary  I  would  recommend 
the  adoption  of  that  form. 

I  also  hand  you  herewith  a  copy  of  general  specifications  for 
the  disposal  works  and  pumping  plants. 

Awaiting  your  further  pleasnre,  I  remain, 

Kesi)ectfully  yours, 

GEORGE  P.  CHISM, 

CivU  engineer 

General  specifications  for  disposal  works  and  pumping  stations 

e  oaiidings  are  to  be  of  pressed  brick  with  sandstone 
trimmings  and  slate  or  terracotta  roofing. 
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2.  The  foundations  shall  be  of  snitablei  stone  to  be  secured  in 
the  neighborhood  and  shall  be  of  rubble  masonry  above  the 
ground  line  and  extend  full  up  to  the  top  of  water  table  shown 
in  the  plans. 

3.  The  earth  shall  be  excavated  for  foundations  until  a  sub- 
stantial bottom  has  been  reached^  and  if  such  is  not  secured 
within  a  reasonable  depth  the  engineer  may  order  that  piles  be 
driven  to  receive  the  foundation.  In  the  latter  plan  drawings 
and  instructions  will  be  furnished  by  the  engineer  when  needed. 

4.  The  roofs  shall  be  of  timber  trussing,  substantial  and  strong 
and  shall  be  lined  with  a  moisture-proof  lining. 

5.  Flooring  in  engine  rooms  and  pump  rooms  shall  be  double, 
the  under  flooring  may  be  of  two-inch  hemlock  and  must  be  laid 
diagonally  to  the  surface  flooring  which  shall  be  of  Oeorgia  pine. 

6.  Flooring  and  side  walls  of  all  wells  and  vats  to  be  of  concrete 
plastered  with  at  least  one-half  inch  of  the  best  Portland  cement. 
».  7.  Sizes  of  various  piping  is  shown  upon  the  plans  and'  may 
only  be  altered  by  order  of  the  engineer. 

8.  The  embankments  of  filter  beds  shall  have  a  core  of  puddled 
clay  of  such  size  as  may  hereafter  Ik*  ordered  by  the  engineer  in 
charge  of  the  work. 

9.  All  surface  vegetation,  soil,  etc.,  is  to  be  removed  from  the 
site  of  the  filter  beds  to  the  proper  depth  before  the  same  shall 
be  filled  with  the  sand  filling.  After  the  bottoms  of  the  filter 
beds  have  been  prepared  under  direction  o{  engineer  in  charge 
of  the  work,  they  shall  be  filled  to  a  depth  of  not  less  than  three 
feet  with  clean  coarse  mortar  sand. 

10.  The  main  disposal  plant  is  to  be  equipped  with  two  direct- 
coupled  electric  generators  of  a  capacity  of  50  kilo-watts  each, 
three  50-horse-power  return  tubular  boilers,  one  feed  water 
h<ater  and  purifier,  two  boiler  supply  pumps  of  ample  capacity 
each  to  supply  two  of  the  boilers  when  running  at  nominal  load, 
each  boiler  to  be  fitted  with  an  approved  inspirator  or  injector, 
all  necessary  piping  and  wiring,  one  switch  board  complete  with 
amperemeter,  voltmeter,  rheostats,  switches,  etc.;  each  pump, 
press,  mixer,  etc.,  being  equipped  with  independent  electric  motor 
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i^ith  starting  rheostat  and  contmllinji:  switeli;  ou<*  sliKl^e  iut»s8, 
one  extra  Hft  pump  for  discharging  efllnmt  during  bigli  wuter 
in  river,  two  eewage  pumps,  two  chemical  mixers,  with  all  neces- 
sary tanks,  etc.  The  building  is  to  be  wired  for  electric  illumina- 
tion  and  piped  for  steam  heat. 

11.  The  aub-statioh  or  disposal  plant  at  the  west  end  of  the 
village  shall  be  fitted  with  chemical  ejector,  mixer,  pumping 
machinery,  etc.,  each  machine  to  be  driven  by  a  direct  connected 
electric  motor,  the  building  to  be  wired  for  electric  illumination 
and  heating;  there  may  also  be  required  a  sludge  pre«3. 

12.  Each  pumping  station  shall  be  equipped  with  one  direct 
conneoted  electrically  driven  pump  of  such  size  and  capacity  as 
may  be  required  by  the  engineer  in  charge  of  the  work. 

13.  Each  pumping  plant  shall  also  be  equipped  with  the  neces- 
aary  electric  lighting  and  heating  apxmratus. 

14.  There  shall  also  be  a  telephone  circuit  connecting  each 
pumping  plant,  sub-station  and  main  disposal  plant  in  such  man- 
ner that  communication  can  be  established  between  any  two  of 
them  at  will  from  any  one  of  such  two. 

15.  All  work  is  to  be  done  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  en- 
gineer in  charge  of  the  work  and  according  to  plans  and  detailed 
drawings  that  may  from  time  to  time  be  furnished  by  him. 

'  GBOROB  S.  OHISM, 

Civil  engineer 

BsnMATB    OF    Cost    of    Constructing    Sewbjr    Systtbtm,    Cox- 

SAOKIB,  N.  Y. 

1,808  feet  12-inch  pipe  sewer  at  fl.OO f  1,808  00 

13,700     "     10    "       "         "       "        .90 12,330  00 

39,118     "      8    "       "         "       "        .80 31,294  00 

17,630     "      6    "       "         "       ''        .75 12,222  50 

46  manholes                            "   35.00 1,610  00 

1  drop  manhole                   "   40.00 40  00 

45  flush  tanks  "    68.00  (average)..  3,060  00 

129  lamp  holes                         "     7.50 967  50 

7,593  feet  6-inch  pressure  pipe  cast-iron  at  fl.lO. . .  8,352  30 
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Bowaire  diH|H>sa]  plaat  inchiddiig  all  machinery, 
buildiug*^,  etc tl8,000  00 

Sob-station  disposal  plant  complete  including  ma- 
chinery, building,  filter  beds,  etc 12,000  00 

Two  complete  pumping  stations  including  machin- 
ery, building,  etc • 4,000  00 

Engineering,  advertising,  superintendence,  etc 5,000  00 

1110,684  70 


GEO.  F.  CHISM, 

CiHl  engineer 


The  detailed  printed  specifications  referred  to  in  the  report 
of  the  engineer  are  on  file  in  the  oflice  of  the  State  Board  of 
Health  but  are  not  printed  herewith. 


DEPEW,  N.  Y. 


Changes  in  tewer  tyatem 

Thi*  original  plans  for  the  Hi^»er  sysltMu  of  the  villaj^e  of 
l>t»|H»\v  were  approved  hy  the  State  Hoainl  of  Health  on  June  *M, 
ISSHK  an«l  ap|MMir  in  the  1 7th  annual  n*iH>rt,  l\*rtain  changi^  in 
the  ongiual  phnm  Nvt^re  appi^ix'tl  hy  (he  U(K\t>l  on  l>tvenilH»r  IM, 
1S96,  and  on  April  *JH,  1SJ>7»  and  apin^cir  In  the  ISth  annual  reiH»rt, 
and  further  chanp'M  >\ei*t»  appri)\e<l  4»n  .lanuary  -*S,  ls«k^,  and 

appear  in  the  llMh  annual  n^^ort, 

On  JVbruary  2C\,lS?>!^»the  Hiate  Ihwml  of  ll»  alth  appnu'etl  plans 
for  changes  of  se\Ner  plann  pi  inelpall^N  nuuh^  uim  e^sary  by  altera* 
tions  in  striH't  loeatitMUi  and  n' NubdlN  iniouK.  These  rhanges 
are  shown  on  **  IMate  I  *'  and  "  IMate  ,1  '*  an\l  aiv  de8*rilH»d  on 
the  appended  report m  b>  the  enitliMH^r. 
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Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  May  17,  1897 
Messrs.  Burkhardt  Bros.,  Real  Estate  Exchange,  Buffalo: 

Gentlemen — We  send  you  herewith  two  prints  and  tracing  of 
maps  and  profiles  showing  ch'anges  proposed  by  you  of  sewers  in 
Burkhaixlt  avenue,  Depew,  N.  Y.,  from  Ellirott  road  to  Rcapa- 
quada  creek  and  K4^wer  in  Ellicott  road  from  Falcon  street  to 
Burkhardt.  Said  changes  consist  in  moving  the  15  inch  main  as 
proposed  in  center  of  Burkhardt  to  the  east  side  and  construct- 
ing an  8-inch  lateral  on  the  west  side. 

The  15-inch  sewer  in  Burkhardt  and  Ellicott  will  be  the  same 

in  original  plan  as  this,  whereas  the  only  additional  cost  will  be 

for  the  8-inch  sewer. 

Estimated  Cost 


Size 

Length 

Side 

At.  Cut 

M.H 

Cost 

ElIJooUroAd: 
Fftlcoa  to  BurkbBrdt .« 

15" 

15" 

8" 

275 
1,499 
1,463 

N. 

E. 

W. 

21. « 

17.50 

11 

3 
7 
6 

iuo 

Burkhardt 

1.018 
1,085 

BurkhMrdt 

MftxImQin  cott ....... ...^rr...... 

$8,508 
8.200 

Miolmam  cost 

Yours  truly, 

Guthrie  &  Rockwood 


Dbpbjw,  N.  Y.,  November  10,  1898 

To  the  Honorable  the  Board  of  Sewer  Commissioners  of  the  Village 
of  Depew,  N.  T.: 

Gentlemen — I  herewith  submit  amended  plans  and  estimates 
for  lateral  sewers  in  the  territory  at  the  northwest  corner  of 
Transit  road  and  Ellicott  road,  subdivision  No.  5,  of  the  Depew 
improvement  company^s  lands,  which  were  necessitated  by  re- 
arrangement of  the  streets  in  that  section,  by  their  last  subdi- 
vision. 

SCALE 

For  greater  ease  in  comparing  them  with  the  other  plans  now 
on  file,  I  have  adopted  the  same  scale  to  which  those  plans  are 
drawn,  and  otherwise  adhered  to  a  similar  form  and  structure. 
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OUTLET 

All  attempt  was  made  to  find  an  outlet  for  this  section  near 
its  northwest  corner,  which  is  its  lowest  ground,  but  due  to  the 
adverse  elevation,  size  and  grade  of  the  sewer  in.  the  Buffalo, 
and  Depew  boulevard,  as  planned,  the  main  sewer  in  the  Ellicott 
road  was  found  to  be  the  onlj  possible  outlet. 

In  connection  with  this,  I  may  sjiy  that  it  seems  like  an  un- 
fortunate choice  to  locate  the  main  sewer  in  Ellicott  road  rather 
than  the  boulevard,  which  is  lower  than  the  former. 

GRADES 

While  somewhat  light,  the  grades  given  the  sewers  are  the 
maximum  that  the  conditions  will  allow  and  are  equal  to  the 
grades  of  the  sewers  hereby  replaced.  In  some  of  the  streets 
it  might  appear  that  a  steeper  grade  might  have  been  adopted; 
but  a  more  careful  examination  will  show  that  this  would  result 
in  running  a  sewer  of  a  given  size  and  grade  into  another  of 
the  same  size  but  of  a  lighter  grade  which  is  not  at  all  to  be 
recommended. 

SIZES 

The  sizes  adopted  are  sufficient  to  carry  off  all  the  sewage  of 
the  section  on  a  basis  of  five  to  a  houei*,  and  80  gallons  i>er  day 
per  capita, 

JUNCTIONS 

Where  possible  the  junctions  of  the  various  sewers  have  been 
so  planned  as  lo  offer  the  least  rin^istance  to  the  current,  but 
the  necessity  of  locating  the  sewers  close  to  the  strt^et  lines  pre- 
cluded the  imssibillty  of  avoiding  all  right-angle  junctions. 
Where  these  do  occur,  1  have  given  the  curved  invert  in  the 
junction  manhole  a  drop  of  one  tenth  of  a  foot  to  overcome  the 
retarding  influence  of  the  (»hjtM'lionable  angle. 

owPTns 

The  depths  of  Ihe  Hcwrii*  are  ^jenernlly  s|H^aking  i«ufficient  to 
aocomnuxlate  cellars  of  oi'«liinn  \  <lr|k||i  anil  allow  a  sultK'ient  fall 
in  the  side  sewers  to  the  houNcn,     In  (he  northwest  section  the 
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sewer  inverts  do  not  lay  as  d(H»i>  as  lui^bt  be  desired,  but  in  that 
section  the  proximity  of  the  Scajaquada  creek  and  its  height  at 
flood  times  would  alone  necessitate  the  raising  of  the  surface 
of  the  ground  there  and  forbid  the  construction  of  deep  cellar». 

'    FLUSHING 

I  have  provided  flush  tanks  at  all  dead  ends,  as  I  deem  suffi- 
cient and  frequent  flushing  a  necessity  in  view  of  the  flatness  of 

the  grades. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

ALBERT  KRAUSE, 

Resident  engineer 
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Another  change  was  also  appi*oved  by  the  State  Board  on  De- 
cember 13, 1899,  and  is  shown  on  "  Plate  K  "  of  this  report 


KINDERHOOK,  N.  Y. 


Original  sewer  plans 


Plans  for  a  separate  system  of  sewers  for  the  village  of  Kin- 
derhook  were  approved  by  the  State  Board  of  Health  on  June 
30,  1899. 

The  plans  submitted  comprise: 

First — A  contoured  sewer  map  of  the  village  forming  '*  Plate 
L  "  of  this  report. 

Second — A  sheet  of  street  sewer  profiles  and  sewer  detalis 
forming  "  Plate  M  "  of  this  report. 

Third — A  report  on  the  system  by  the  designing  engineer, 
hereto  appended. 

Fourth — A  set  of  specifications  for  construction,  on  file  in  the 
office  of  the  State  Board,  but  not  printed  herein. 

The  report  of  the  designing  engineer  follows: 

New  York,  Jime,  1899 
To  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Tillage  of  Kvnderhook^  N.  Y.: 

Gentlemen — I  herewith  submit  plans  and  estimate  of  cost  of 
a  system  of  sewers  for  the  village  of  Kinderhook,  N.  Y. 

The  village  is  situated  on  the  westerly  side  of  Kinderhook 
creek,  partly  on  the  slope  rising  from  the  creek  and  partly  on 
the  higher  nearly  level  ground  on  top  of  the  slope.  Kinderhook 
creek  is  a  rapid  stream,  entering  the  Hudson  river  at  Stockport 
about  seven  and  three  quarter  miles  below  the  village  of  Kinder- 
hook. The  nearest  village  below  Kinderhook  is  Stuyvesant 
Falls,  about  three  miles  distant.  The  total  fall  of  the  stream 
in  the  seven  and  three  quarter  miles  to  its  junction  with  the  Hud 
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eon  exceed©  200  feet.  The  elream  is  a  »uc'c(»s»ioii  of  rapids  and 
falls,  which  at  Stuyvesant  Falls  and  Chittenden  Falls  have  a 
height  of  30  to  35  feet. 

The  stream  is  used  extensively  for  power  development,  but  not 
for  potable  purposes.  The  drainage  area  of  the  stream  above 
Kinderhook  exceeds  200  square  miles.  Assuming  a  minimum 
flow  of  17,000  cubic  feet  per  day,  per  square  mile  of  drainage 
area  for  the  dry  season  would  give  a  total  flow  or  25,500,000 
gallons  per  day,  which  amount  would  be  safely  relied  on. 

The  outfall  proposed  by  me  is  below  the  bridge  over  creek  on 
Hudson  street.  The  creek  at  this  point  is  very  deep,  which 
makes  it  possible  to  have  the  outfall  always  covered  with  water; 
about  six  hundred  feet  below  the  proposed  outlet  the  stream 
runs  rapidly  down  a  steep  grade,  this  tending  to  distribute  the 
sewage  throughout  the  whole  volume  of  the  stream  and  by  aera- 
tion purifying  it. 

A  disposal  works  could,  if  it  is  deemed  necessary  at  some 
future  time,  be  built  in  this  vicinity.  The  approximate  location 
of  the  disposal  works  is  shown  by  dotted  lines  on  the  plan.  No 
detailed  plans  have  as  yet  been  prepared  for  a  disposal  works, 
as  in  my  opinion  there  will  be  no  necessity  for  one  for  many 
years. 

The  present  population  of  the  village  is  about  1000,  with  a  pos- 
sible increase  to  3000  in  30  years  under  favorable  conditions. 

The  sizes  of  the  sewers  have  been  calculated  on  the  basis  of 
a  population  of  3000,  allowing  100  gallons  of  sewage  per  capita, 
and  assuming  that  about  one-quarter  of  the  roof  water  of  the 
village  is  permitted  to  run  into  the  sewer. 

No  detailed  calculations  have  been  made  as  to  the  cost  of  a 
combined  sewerage  system,  as  the  cost  of  one  would  be  out 
of  proportion  to  the  present  and  future  needs  of  the  village. 
Owing  to  the  very  slight  grades  of  most  of  the  village  streets 
a  sewer  of  very  large  diameter  would  have  to  be  employed  in 
order  to  carry  off  the  storm  water;  this  storm  flow  being  in- 
termittent could  not  be  relied  on  to  flush  the  sewers  properly, 
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and  the  cost  of  maintenance  and  keeping  the  sewer  free  from 
sediment  where  a  comparatively  small  stream  is  distributed 
over  a  large  area  would  be  considerable. 

I  herewith  submit  copies  of  maps,  profiles,  specifications  and 
estimated  cost  of  a  sewer  system,  primarily  designed  to  dispose 
of  house  sewerage. 

On  the  general  plan  the  contour  lines  for  every  two  feet 
elevation  above  the  creek  at  the  bridge  are  shown,  the  proposed 
lines  of  sewers  are  shown  by  dotted  lines,  the  direction  of  flow 
indicated  by  arrows,  also  the  aj)proximate  position  of  manholes 
and  flush  tanks.  The  sizes  of  sewers  are  also  indicated  and  tfie 
minimum  grades.  The  proposed  sewers  would  provide  for  the 
present  and  future  needs  of  a  village  up  to  a  population  of  3000. 
A  few  houses  on  Chatham  avenue  are  not  included  in  the  system 
on  account  of  their  low  elevation.  The  houses  being  in  the 
nature  of  farm  houses,  with  ample  grounds  around  them  would 
have  all  needful  facilities  for  disposing  their  sewage.  To  make 
sewerage  provisions  for  them  would  require  an  independent  pipe 
partly  over  private  grounds  over  4000  feet  in  length  in 
order  to  connect  with  the  proposed  outlet  and  possibly  disposal 
plant.  The  only  other  portion  unprovided  for  is  Board  street 
west  of  Vanderpoel  avenue.  The  same  conditions  as  to  disposal 
of  sewage  prevail  in  this  case  as  in  the  former.  There  is  quite 
a  down  grade  westerly  from  Vanderpoel  avenue,  and  in  order 
to  extend  the  sewer  500  feet  westerly  along  Board  street  would 
increase  the  depth  of  sewer  on  Board  street,  Church  street,  and 
Sylvester  lane  by  nearly  five  feet. 

The  proposed  sewers  are  expected  to  drain  all  cellars  with 
the  exception  at  the  westerly  end  of  Board  street,  where  the 
sewer  comes  within  four  feet  of  the  surface.  It  is  the  present 
intention  to  place  a  flush  tank  at  this  point  and  convert  it  into 
a  manhole  where  the  sewer  along  Vanderpoel  avenue  becomes 
a  necessity. 

The  flush  tank  to  be  employed  is  of  the  Van  Pranken  type,  a 
diameter  of  syphon  of  six  imrlies  and  a  depth  of  reservoir  from 
20    to    30     inches.     The    discharging    capacity    m    about    56 
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cubic  feet  per  minute,  or  somewhat  more  than  the  carrying 
capacity  of  an  8-inch  pipe  laid  to  a  grade  of  four  inches  in  100 
feet,  the  minimum  grade  projwsed  in.the  system. 

The  lines  of  0-iuch  sewei-s  along  K^iilroad  lane,  Maidmi  lane 
ami  Risdorph  stre^^t  are  to  be  supplied  with  flush  tanks  having 
a  5  inch  syphon. 

Street  profiles  indicating  proposed  grades  are  shown  on 
separate  sheet.  Surface  elevations  are  shown  at  all  important 
IK)ints,  also  proposed  elevations  of  invert  where  grade  does  not 
exceed  four  inches  in  100  feet. 

Sections  of  flush  tank,  manhole  and  lamphole  are  also  shown. 
The  plan  provides  for: 

11,(540  cubic  yards  of  excavatione. 
1295  linear  feet  of  6-inch  vitrified  pipe. 
8291  linear  feet  of  8-inch  vitrified  pipe. 
3890  linear  feet  of  10-inch  vitrified  pipe. 
1025  linear  feet  of  18  inch  vitrified  pipe. 
280  Y  branches. 
8  flush  tanks. 
34  manholes. 
4  lampholes. 

72  feet  18-inch  cast  iron  pii>e  for  outlet. 
The  estimated  cost  of  the  alK)ve    work    (Vaudeii>oel    avenue 
sewer  not  being  included  in  the  above  estimate  of  quantities)  is 
115.000  without  a  disposal  works.     The  estimatiMl  cosrt  of  dis- 
posal works  is  $3000. 

Respectfully  submittinl, 

EBERHARD  J.  WUIJ^^P,  O.  E. 
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LIBERTY,  N.  T. 


Substitution  of  sewer  plans 


Original  plans  for  a  sower  sjBtem  for  the  village  of  Liberty 
were  approved  by  the  State  lk)ard  of  Health  on  September  18, 
1895,  and  appt»ar  in  the  10th  annual  report.  The  system  was 
never  built  and  a  plan  substantially  the  same  a«  the  original 
plan  but  with  a  few  extensioiifi  was  submitted  to  the  State  Board 
of  Health  in  1899  and  was  approved  on  Febniary  23,  1899.  This 
general  plan  i^epresented  by  a  contoured  sewer  map  of  the  village 
is  shown  on  "  Plate  N  "  of  this  report.  Subsequently  local  com- 
plaints of  the  location  of  the  filter  beds  shown  on  **  Plate  N  '■ 
having  been  made  the  board  of  sewer  commissioners  applied  for 
permission  to  change  the  location  and  at  the  same  time  to  modify 
the  general  system  of  disposal  from  sand  filtration  to  that  of  a 
preliminary  septic  treatment  with  subseciuent  filtration  through 
coke.  Plans  for  this  modification  were  approved  by  the  State 
Board  of  Health  on  September  22,  1899,  and  are  rei>reeented  by 
"  Plate  O "  and  "  Plate  P "  and  the  appended  descrip- 
tive report  of  the  designing  engineers,  which  follows: 

To  the  Honorable  the  Sewer  Commissioners  of  the  Village  of  Liberty^ 
N.  T.: 

Gentlemen — On  September  18,  1895,  the  Honorable  the  State 
Board  of  Health  of  New  York  approved  map  and  plans  for  a  sys- 
tem of  sewerage  for  Liberty,  which  plans,  etc.,  were  prepared  by 
us,  and  recommended  by  your  honorable  body.  No  public  action, 
however,  was  taken  by  the  tax-payers  of  Liberty  until  March  last, 
when  by  a  large  majority  you  were  authorized  to  pi'oceed  with 
the  construction  of  the  system  of  sewers,  the  general  sentiment 
of  the  people  being,  however,  that  the  sewer  should  be  extended 
three-quarters  of  a  mile  further  down  the  Mongaup  vall(»y  and 
the  filter  beds  be  located  there  instead  of  at  the  originally  si'UM-ted 

site. 

i 
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In  accordancft  with  jour  instructions  in  this  direction  we  have 
made  surveys  of  the  new  extension  and  find  everything  feasible. 

Conimendnp  on  Mill  street  at  the  point  where  the  line  of  the 
original  Alter  bed  area  entered  the  lands  of  Mr.  Gildei-sleeve,  the 
new  line  follows  Mill  slnx't  and  the  public  road  to  Lilierty  Falls, 
to  a  point  about  opposite  the  honse  of  Chaiincey  (Country- 
man, where  it  defletta  to  (he  right  and  crosws  tlie  lands  of  Mr. 
Oountrynian  and  land^  (►f  the  estate  of  CSei-ow  and  of  Wui.  Har- 
tholomcw  to  lands  of  .Incob  llond  rick  son,  below  the  mill  dam, 
where  the  new  filter  bed  will  be  locate*!. 

Since  we  prepared  the  plans  for  the  sewer  system'  in  1S95, 
there  has  been  so  much  study  and  investigation,  and  so  many  and 
marked  advances  have  been  made  in  the  matter  of  pnriflcation  of 
sewage,  that  we  have  decided  to  recommend  to  yoM  the  septic 
tank  system  of  purification,  baaed  on  the  one  »o  signally  suc- 
cessful at  Exeter,  England,  and  also  in  Champaign,  111.,  and  other 
places  in  this  country. 

The  following  is  a  very  general  description  of  the  septic  tank 
and  its  adjuncts,  viz.:  The  sewage  as  it  comes  from  the  village  to 
the  septic  tank  and  the  filler  beds  enters  a  small  chamber  or 
catch  basin  (made  double  for  the  purpose  of  occasional  examina- 
tion and  cleaning,  if  necessary,  but  intended'  to  be  iiacd  usually 
as  one)  where  any  heavy  matter  in  suspension  may  be  caught  and 
retained,  and   where  the  current  may  be  broken  up  and  some- 
what retarded.     The  sewage  then  enters  the  fieptic  tank  (made 
d'ouble  for  the  sam^  roaeons  as  given  above  for  the  catch  basin, 
and  also  intended  to  be  used  ordinarily  as  one  chamber)  through 
inlets  near  the  bottom  of  the  septic  tank.     The  latter  is  to  be  as 
nearly  air  and  light  light  as  i>ossibIe 
and  concrete  Iwttoni.     Xear  the  outlet 
veyor  or  trough  through  which  the  s< 
flltep  bed,  in  turn,  are  baffle-boards  d 
destroy  any  currents  in  the  sewage.     Ii 
l>e  llie  miTSKary  uiaidtohf  and  other 
age,  on  leaving  (lie  septic   funk.   Hills 
shallow  open  conveyors  oi-  carriers  bj 
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above  stated,  iu  turn  up  on  each  of  the  four  liltms,  that  Iieiug 
the  number  d(H?me<l  sutticiont  for  your  requirements  for  many 
years  to  come.  The  flow  of  sewage  into  the  filters  as  well  as 
the  discharge  of  filtrate  from  each  bed  will  be  controlled  auto- 
matically by  the  proper  tipping  pans  and  gearing  so  that  con- 
stant supervision  will  not  be  necessary. 

The  filter  beds  will  be  constructed  as  follows:  After  having 
properly  graded  the  area  to  be  occupied  by  the  beds,  three-inch 
tiling  in  rows  about  three  feet  apart  will  be  laid^  each  row  ter- 
minating in  a  box  drain  which  discharges  into  a  well  outside  of 
the  walls  of  the  beds  and  between  the  two  sets  of  beds.  After 
the  thi-ee-iuch  under  dmns  have  been  laid,  the  beds  will  be  filled 
to  within  a  few  inches  of  the  top  of  walls  with  broken  coke  or 
clinker,  broken  so  as  to  pass  through  a  screen  of  one-inch  mesh  for 
the  fii'st  one  and  one-half  feet,  and  fine  enough  to  pass  only 
through  one-half-inch  screen  for  the  remainder  or  upper  half  of 
bed., 

As  each  bed  fills,  the  filtrate  rises  in  its  discharging  well  and, 
as  it  nears  the  top  of  the  well,  flows  through  small  pipes  into 
tipping  pans,  to  which  gearing  connected  with  the  inlet  and  out- 
let valves  is  attached,  the  function  of  the  tipping  pans  and  gear- 
ing being  to  open  the  discharging  valve  of  the  bed  just  filled,  to 
close  the  inlet  valves  to  sewer  and  to  close  the  discharging  valve 
and  open  the  inlet  valve  of  its  neighbor.  After  the  filtrate  has 
been  discharged  from  each  bed  it  flows  on  to  a  fine  grain  filter 
area  situated  outside  of  the  walls  of  the  filter  beds  and  lying  be- 
tween them  and  the  Mongaup  river. 

The  population  of  Liberty  normally  is  about  180()^  but  the  filter 
plant  has  been  desfigned  on  a  basis  of  10,000  population. 

The  total  cost  of  the  entire  system  as  now  designed  will  not 
exceed  |36,500. 

Respectfully, 

WISE  &  WATSON, 
Civil  and  consultmg  engvneera 
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LARCHMONT  MANOR,  N.  T. 


Change  in  location  of  sewer  ontlet 


Original  plans  tor  a  complete  system  of  sewers  for  the  village 
of  Larchmont  Manor  were  submitted  to  the  State  Board  of 
Health  in  April,  1898,  and  with  the  exception  of  the  location  of 
the  outlet  was  approved  on  May  21,  181>8,  and  appear  in  the  19th 
annual  report  of  this  Board.  Plans  for  a  different  location  of 
the  outlet  sewer  were  submitted  to  the  State  Board  and  approved 
on  February  2^,  1899,  and  comprise: 

First — A  map  of  the  village  of  Larchmont  Manor  without  con- 
tours showing  the  location  of  sewers  not  yet  constructed,  form- 
ing "  Plate  Q  "  of  this  report. 

Second — ^A  tracing  of  U.  S.  Government  chart  of  Larchmont 
Manor  and  harbor  showing  new  location  of  sewer  outlet  and 
forming  "  Plate  R  "  of  this  report. 

Thirds — A  profile  sheet  of  the  new  outlet  sewer  showing  general 
manner  of  supporting  the  different  portions  forming  "  Plate  S  " 
of  this  report. 

Fourth — A  set  of  details  of  pile  support  for  the  sewer  aeross 
submerged  portions  of  the  line,  forming  *'  Plate  T  *'  of  this  re- 
port. 

Fifth — A  sheet  of  details  of  special  manholes  to  be  used,  on 
file  in  the  office  of  the  Board. 

Sixth — A  descriptive  re[>ort  of  the  new  location  of  the  outlet 
by  (he  designing  engin(H,^r,  hereto  appended. 

S<*V('nth — Blank  forms  for  eiigiiictr's  cv^tiniute  for  toniparison 
of  bids,  agitH'ment,  specifications,  and  bond,  on  file. 

Eighth  Blank  fonn  of  [irc^Misal  and  lH>n(lHnian's  j*uariintec.  on 
file  but  not  append«»d  hereto. 
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DEKIGNING  ENOLNEEli'S  REI'ORT  ON  NEW  LOCATION 
To  the  Honorable  State  Board  of  Health  of  the  State  of  New  York: 

Report  of  L.  E.  Van  Etteu,  C.  E.,  in  regard  to  sewers  at  Larch- 
mont  Manor,  Westchester  county,  N.  Y. 

Plans,  maps,  profiles,  specifications,  report,  etc.,  were  pre- 
sented to  your  Honorable  Board  in  the  above  matter  May,  1898. 

On  May  21  the  Board  approved  of  the  street  profiles  aa  pro- 
posed to  be  sewered,  and  the  present  plans  do  not  alter  the  pro- 
files of  these  stree-ts,  except  as  shown  on  new  profiles,  making  a 
slight  change  on  the  Boston  road^  in  order  to  meet  new  proposed 
outlet  sewer. 

The  present  enclosed  plans,  specifications,  etc.,  are  made  upon 
an  entirely  new  line  of  outlet,  and  it  is  to  this  new  outlet  line 
your  attention  is  moi*e  particularly  called.  The  old  outlet  line, 
started  from  the  Boston  post  road  at  Sheldon  avenue  and  ran 
across  the  salt  meadows  and  was  to  empty,  temx)orarily,  inside 
the  gut  and  inside  Cedar  island,  and  eventually  would  probably 
have  been  carried  out  into  the  harbor.  This  outlet  line  was  in 
those  plans  called  Section  2. 

Nothing  has  as  yet  been  done  in  construction^  either  of  the  old 
outlet  or  sewere  in  streets,  as  shown  on  those  plans. 

It  is  the  intention  of  the  board  of  trustees,  as  early  as  possible 
this  year,  to  construct  the  following  sewers,  viz.: 

Boston  road,  from  outlet  sewer  to  fiush  tank. 

Chats  worth  avenue,  from  Boston  road  to  Addison. 

Addison  street  and  Collins  avenue,  from  Boston  road  to  Ad- 
dison. 

All  of  which  profiles  were  appi*oved  May  21,  1898. 

It  is  also  the  intention  to  construct  the  outlet  at  the  same 
time,  if  same  meets  the  approval  of  your  Honorable  Board.  The 
new  outlet  and  the  above  mentioned  streets  are  now  embraced 
under  Section  1. 

The  new  outlet  is  far  better  than  the  old,  with  the  following 
advantages: 

Piist — It  emptii^s  outside  of  Cedar  island,  into  the  harl)or  at 
once,  where  it  undoubtedly  belongs. 
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Si^coudly — ^l^be  long:  Hu^  of  outlet  is  located  on  the  upland  and 
along  the  shore,  where  rights  of  way  will  be  secured,  and  from 
present  outlook,  the  property  holders  giving  this  right  of  way 
will  eventually  open  sftreets  over  the  same.  This  fact  will  make 
the  outlet  line  available  for  a  large  percentage  of  its  length  for 
house  connections,  as  well  as  being  taxable  on  adjoining  prop- 
erty, where  used  for  that  purpose. 

Thirdly — It  allows  all  property  that  cannot  be  reached  by  the 
old  sewers  to  enter  into  the  new  system. 

Attention  is  hereby  called  to  the  map  of  Lajchmont,  showing 
old  sewers,  contours,  etc.,  filed  May  21,  1898,  as  well  as  to  larger 
map  of  Larchmont  herein  inclosed. 

Population — The  population  remains  as  per  report  of  May  21, 
181>a 

There  are  no  houses  at  present  upon  the  outlet  line.  The  only 
present  built-up  portion,  is  on  block  bounded  by  Collins,  Ad- 
dison, Chatsworth,  and  Boston  road.  On  Collins  avenue  for  the 
above  distance  all  lots  are  occupied  for  business  purposes,  and  is 
the  district  sought  to  be  relieved  as  soon  as  possible.  The  rest 
of  the  section  has  only  a  few  scattered  houses,  but  is  growing, 
although  it  will  probably  be  s<»veral  years  bi'fore  sewers  are 
ncHHled  in  other  streets.  It  will  be  81h»u  that  a  number  of  streets 
aa*e  laid  out  on  nuqw  and  ground,  but  not  graded  or  opened  to  the 
public.  Most  prominent  are  Sheldon  avenue,  lx)cust  avenue,  and 
Uoomnelt  avenue.  It  is  the  intention  to  build  this  sewer  first 
class  in  every  way,  upon  the  separate  system  and  for  sewage  mat- 
ter only.  The  pipes  are  of  ample  size,  grades  good,  five  per  cent 
being  the  minimum  on  S  inch  piiK',  and  "iltt  per  cent,  on  the  outlet 
20-inch  pilH^  The  end  ot  I  he  outlet  will  be  st^veral  feet  under 
mean  low  water. 

The  plan  includeH  a  (H»py  of  the  sun-oundings,  as  taken  from 
the  U.  S.  Oovernment  chart,  which  clearly  shows  the  neighboring 
shore. 

Although  im  a  Hiutill  Mcah'  lite  inrorniution  is  no  oinnprehensive 
1  trust  your  Hmu*tl  will  excune  the  Numll  scale  upon  which  It  ia 
shown. 
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For  further  information  u^wn  the  general  facts,  I  respectfully 

refer  to  report  May  21, 1898. 

L.  E.  VAN  ETTEN,  C.  E. 
Dated  February,  1808. 


LANSINGBURG,  N.  T. 


Extension  of  a  sewer 


The  first  sewers  in  the  village  of  I^aufiingburg  were  con- 
structed before  the  enactment  of  the  law  of  1880,  requiring 
sewer  plans  to  be  submitted  to  the  State  Board  of  Health  for 
inspection  and  approval. 

On  April  0,  1890,  the  State  Board  of  Health  approved  plans 
for  sewers  on  Seventh,  Eighth,  Tenth,  Twelfth,  Twenty-first,  and 
Twenty-fourth  streets.  These  plans,  together  with  a  map  of  the 
sewers  previouely  built,  appear  in  the  11th  annual  report  of  the 
Board. 

On  June  30,  1800,  the  State  Board  of  Health  approved  a  plan 
for  an  extention  of  the  Twenty-fourth  street  sewer,  which  plan 
is  shown  on  "  Plate  U  "  of  this  report. 


NEW  ROCHELLE,  N.  T. 


Extension  of  storm-water  drain 


Original  plans  for  the  sewer  system  of  New  Rochelle  were 
approved  by  the  State  Board  of  Health  on  December  10,  1888, 
amd  appear  in  the  0th  annual  repK)rt  of  the  Board,  and  plans  for 
a  change  of  location  of  the  outlet  sewer  were  approved  by  the 
Board  on  January  20,  180S,  and  appear  in  tlie  10th  annual  re- 
port of  the  Board. 
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Plans  for  an  extension  of  the  storm-water  drain  on  Main 
street  were  approved  bj  the  Btate  Board  of  Health  on  February 
23,  1899,  and  form  "  Plate  V  "  and  "  Plate  W  "  of  this  report. 


I    t 


ONEIDA,  N.  T. 


Change  in  sewer  location 


The  original  plaps  for  the  sewer  system  of  Oneida  were  ap- 
proved by  the  State  Board  of  Health  April  7,  1892,  and  appear 
in  the  13th  annual  report  of  the  Board.  Subsequent  changes  and 
additions  were  approved  on  June  30,  1896,  May  26, 1897,  and  No- 
vember 16,  1898,  and  appear  in  the  17th,  18th  and  19th  annual 
reports,  respectively. 

On  September  22,  1899,  the  State  Board  of  Health  approved  a 
change  of  location  of  the  Messenger  street  sewer  to  avoid  a  new 
feeder-wall  on  Erie  canal  feeder.  The  change  of  locution  is 
shown  on  **  Plate  X  "  of  this  report. 


PORT  JERVIS,  N.  T. 


Extension  of  sewer  outlet 


Original  plans  for  the  sewer  system  of  the  village  of  Port 
Jervis  were  approved  by  the  State  Board  of  Health  in  1891  and 
the  system  was  built  during  that  year. 

On  November  16,  1899,  the  Slate  Board  of  II(»alth  approved  a 
plan  for  an  extension  of  the  sower  outlet  to  a  point  500  fe<*t 
farther  down  the  Delaware  river.  This  plan  is  shown  on  "  Plate 
Y  "  and  "  Plate  Z  "  of  this  report. 
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SOUTH  NYACK,  N.  T. 


Original  sewer  plans  and  change  in  outlet 


Original  plans  for  the  sewer  system  of  the  village  of  South 
Nyack  were  approved  by  the  State  Board  of  Health  on  February 
28f  181>9.     The  plans  comprise: 

First — A  contoured  sewer  map  of  the  village  forming  "  Plate 
A  A"  of  this  report. 

Second — Twelve  sheets  of  street  sewer  profiles  forming 
''  Plates  BB  ''  to  "  MM  "  inclusive. 

Third — A  plan  of  the  outlet  sewer  showing  piling  and  ma- 
sonry protection  forming  "  Plate  NN  "  of  this  report. 

Fourth — A  set  of  specifications  governing  construction  of  the 
system  on  file  in  the  oflSce  of  the  State  Board  of  Health. 

Subsequently  an  application  to  change  the  North  outfall 
sewer  was  made  as  follows : 

Nyaok,  N.  Y.,  June  12,  1899 

New  Ywk  State  Board  of  Health,  Baxtbui  T.   Smblzbr,  Secre- 
tary,  Albany y  N,  Y.: 

Sirs — 'At  the  request  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  village  of 
South  Nyack,  N.  Y.,  I  submit  for  your  approval  herewith  a  revised 
plan  for  the  North  outfall  for  the  sewer  system  designed  by  O. 
T.  Barrett,  C.  E.,  for  saiid  village,  and  approved  by  your  Board 
February  28,  1899. 

We  wish  to  substitute  this  crib  construction  for  the  masonry 
and  pile  construction  of  the  aforesaid  plans  for  the  following 
reason:  The  proposed  site  of  the  outfall  is  exposed  to  the  action 
of  severe  easterly  and  northeasterly  storms  during  the  winter 
and  we  believe  the  stone  filled  crib  would  be  a  more  permanent 
structure  in  this  position. 

Also  by  this  construetion  we  get  a  grade  of  one  foot  in 
100  from  high  water  mark  to  the  end  of  the  outfall,  with  all 
joints  run  and  calked  above  water,  at  the  same  time  the  bend 


58  TwEiNTiBTH  Annual  Rrport  of  thr 

at    the   end    will    pirveut    imy   obsUuctious    from    getting  into 

the  end  of  the  outfall.     The  village  board  is  very  anxious  to 

get  to  eonstruetion  on  this  outfall  and  anything  which  might 

be  done  to  hurry  matters  along  would  be  greatly  appreciated  by 

them. 

I  am,  respectfully  yours, 

GAVIN  N.  HOUSTON, 

Engineer  of  board  of  trustees 

This  application  was  accompanied  by  a  plan  of  the  North  out- 
fall as  it  was  proposed  to  change  it,  which  plan  forms  "  Plate 
00  "  of  this  report,  also  by  a  set  of  specifications  and  blank 
forms  on  file  in  the  oflice  of  the  State  Board  of  Health.  The 
change  of  outfall  was  approved  by  the  State  Board  on  June  30, 
1899. 


WAVERLT,  N.  Y. 


Additional  sewer 


IMans  for  certain  newers  in  \\\v  village  of  Waverly  were  ap- 
pi-ovtnl  by  the  State  Boanl  4>f  lleallli  on  (KIoIkt  29,  1895,  and 
appear  in  the  KUh  aunuail  it'iKuL  Ceilain  addifMuus  and  changes 
in  the  17th  annual  re|HU't. 

On  September  22,  IS99,  the  Stale  ll^Ninl  of  lluillh  apiw-ovinl  a 
plan  for  a  new  sewer  on  ('haunee\  nheel,  whieh  plan  is  shown  on 
**  Plate  PP"  of  (his  n|H)rl, 


Investigation  by  Order  of  the 

Governor 


SARATOGA  LAKE  NUISANCE 


To  Honorable  Thbodorb  Roosevelt,  Oovernor  of  the  State  of  New 
Yoi*k: 

Your  petitioner,  T.  F.  Hamilton,  of  Saratoga  Springs,  N.  Y., 
respectfully  shows  that  he  resides  in  said  village  and  is  an  at- 
torney and  counsellor-at-law. 

That  on  or  about  the  4th  day  of  October,  1898,  a  petition  was 
presented  to  the  Governor  of  the  state  of  New  York,  signed  by 
many  residents  and  property  owners  on  Saratoga  lake,  complain- 
ing of  the  condition  of  said  lalve  and  its  defilement  and  pollution 
from  causes  therein  suggested. 

That  the  Oovernor  referred  said  petition  to  the  State  Hoard 
of  Health  and  that  the  said  Hoard  of  ITealth  has  referrcnl  the 
matter  to  Professor  Olin  H.  Landreth  of  Schenectady,  N.  Y.,  the 
consulting  engineer  of  said  State  Board  of  Health,  and  that  said 
consulting  engineer  has  made  a  partial  report  to  the  State  Board 
of  Health,  a  copy  of  which  report  is  hereto  annexed,  from  which 
it  appears  that  a  public  nuisance  exists  and  that  the  rights  of 
the  public  are  seriously  impaired;  and  your  petitioner,  represent- 
ing said  property  owners,  respectfully  requests  that  the  State 
Board  of  Health  be  required  to  make  an  examination  into  the 
causes  of  said  defilement  and  report  the  results  thereof  to  the 
Oovernor  within  a  time  to  be  specified  therefor  to  the  end  that 
the  Governor  of  the  state  of  New  York  may  declare  the  matters 
naentioued  in  said  report  to  be  nuisances  and  may  order  the  same 
changed,  abated  or  removed,  as  he  may  direct. 

T.  F.  HAMILTON 

Saratoga  SprinGvS,  N.  Y.,  JaniMry  6,  1809. 
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RTATE  OF  NEW  YORK, 
County  of  Saratoga. 


I   88.: 


T.  F  Hamilton,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  he  resides  in  the 
village  of  Saratoga  Springs,  N.  Y.,  and  has  read  the  foregoing 
petition,  and  that  the  same  is  true  to  the  best  of  deponent's 
knowledge,  information  and  belief. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  6th  day  of  January, 

1899. 

T.  F.  HAMILTON 
William  F.  Mbighsr, 

Commissioner  of  deeds 

ScHBNEJOTADY,  N.  Y.,  December  14,  1898 

Baxteje  T.  Smblzer,  Secretary  State  Board  of  Health,  Alba^iy, 
N.  7.: 

Dear  Sir — In  the  matter  of  the  complaints  as  to  the  unsanitary 
conditions  of  Saratoga  lake,  which  you  referred  to  me  with  in- 
structions to  investigate  the  same,  by  communication  of  Novem- 
ber 28,  I  beg  to  submit  the  following  report  on  the  same: 

On  the  8th  instant  I  met  T.  F.  Hamilton  by  appointment,  and 
with  him  went  to  Saratoga  lake,  visiting  the  westerly  and  north- 
erly shores  of  the  same,  as  well  as  the  valley  of  the  Kayaderos- 
seras  creek  up  to  the  point  where  the  Saratoga  Springs  outlet 
sewer  enters  it;  also  the  territory  between  the  village  of  Siiratoga 
Springs  and  the  lake  and  creek,  as  well  as  the  point  on  the  out- 
let sewer  where  the  storm-water  overflow  is  allowed  to  escape 
into  Village  cnn^k,  which  empties  into  Ivcmely  lake,  a  tributary 
of  Saratoga  lake,  through  Ka^adt^rosseras  cr(»ek,  I  also  met  and 
made  inquiries  of  numerouH  citizens  in  the  localilies  covered  by 
the  cursory*  examination,  as  well  as  the  village  engimMT,  Mr. 
Mott.  I  did  not  visit  any  portion  of  the  Kayaderosseras  creek 
above  the  sewer  outfall,  but  collected  Information  from  numer- 
ous persons  conversant  with  the  upper  (mrtions  of  the  creek. 

My  instructionB  to  investigate  the  oompIaiiitH  referred  to  me, 
which  complaints  attempt  to  specify  the  caunes  of  tin*  uiiHanitary 
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conditions,  naUirally  call  for  two  qnito  distiuct  dotiMiiiiuations: 
(1)  An  examination  as  to  reality  or  actual  existence  of  any  j^roniid 
for  complaint.  (2)  An  investigation  as  to  the  oanse  of  the  un- 
sanitary conditions,  in  order  to  intelligently  reach  the  question 
of  remedy. 

Concerning  the  first  of  these  two  determinations,  I  am  fully 
prepared  to  report  that,  although  at  the  present  season  of  the 
year  the  conditions  complained  of  are  least  evident,  still  from 
all  evidence  collected  I  am  convinced  that  there  is  ample  ground 
for  complaint  and  that  a  grievance  actually  exists  similar  in 
character  to  that  complained  of  in  the  papers  sent  me.  Or- 
dinarily my  report  would  also  cover  the  second  portion  of  the 
investigation,  but  in  this  case,  it  appears  to  me  very  evident 
from  the  facts  ascertained  by  me  that  a  very  considerable  por- 
tion of  the  evidence  which  will  have  to  be  secured  in  order  fully 
to  locate  the  cause  or  causes  of  the  conditions  complained  of 
will  have  to  be  looked  for  from  persons  who  may  not  be  willing 
voluntarily  to  give  all  the  information  needed.  To  begin  such 
an  investigation  and  find  it  limited  In  extent  by  the  willingness 
or  unwillingness  of  important  witnesses  would  either  result  in 
an  incomplete  and  useless  undertaking,  or  would  delay  the  proper 
investigation.  I  am  therefore  of  the  opinion  that  no  proper  in- 
vestigation of  the  causes  of  the  conditions  complained  of,  nor 
in  fact,  of  the  true  extent  of  the  conditions  without  waiting  for 
a  recurrence  of  the  summer  months,  can  be  made  without  a  ju- 
dicial investigation  or  inquiry  made  with  due  authority  to  call 
for  persons  and  papers.  From  the  evidence  secured,  I  am  of  the 
opinion  that  a  public  nuisance  exists,  and  that  the  rights  of  tlu^ 
public  are  seriously  impaired.  These  rights  in  this  particular 
complaint  are  represented  by  numerous  individuals  whose  in 
terests  are  extensive;  and  these  interests  are  not  only  being  in 
jured  by  the  public  nuisance  in  proportion  to  the  severity  of  the 
conditions  and  the  duration  of  their  existence,  but  are  actually 
in  danger  of  destruction  or  serious  permanent  impairment,  from 
the  nature  of  the  interests  which  principally  depend  on  the  main- 
tenance of  sanitary  and  agreeable  conditions  in  the  streams  and 
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lake  eoueorni'd,  and  to  which  tho  couiplaiuautn  and  others  nUiud 
in  the  relation  of  riparian  owners.  The  public,  as  represented 
by  these  complainants  and  others,  is  clearly  entitled  to  a  reason- 
able degree  of  promptness  in  the  abatement  of  the  conditions 
found  to  exist.  Under  these  circumstances  I  do  not  think  it 
desirable  nor  necessary  to  wait  for  a  return  of  warm  weather 
before  making  the  investigation  into  the  causes  of  the  detri- 
mental conditions. 

I  therefore  respectfully  request  that  you  instruct  me  whether 
to  continue  the  investigation  to  cover  the  causes  of  the  conditions 
complained  of,  as  I  may  b€f  able  to  perform  it,  or  to  wait  for  a 
judicial  investigation  by  the  State  Board  of  Health,  or  a  com- 
mittee thereof,  having  power  to  subi>oena  witnesses  and  thereby 
make  the  investigation  an  exhaustive  one,  as  the  conditions  and 
circumstances  attending  the  result  will  probably  require  that  it 
should  be.  Such  an  investigation,  while  being  judicial,  will 
necessarily  be  largely  technical,  and  hence  if  entered  upon  it 
should  be  carefully  worked  up  in  advance. 

I  beg  to  recommend  strongly  the  latter  option. 

I  am,  dear  sir, 

Very  truly  yours, 

GUN  II.  LAN1>RET1I, 

Consulting  engineer 

To  His  Excellency  lion.  Frank  S.  Black,  Qovenior  of  tlie  t^tate  of 
New  Yot'ky  /IMki/%  N,  Y.: 

The  petition  of  the  undersigned  residents  of  the  county  of  Sara- 
toga ri^[MT.t fully  ehows  as  follows: 

That  Saratoga  lake  in  said  county  is  about  five  miles  long  and 
about  two  miles  wide,  and  is  alnrnt  four  miles  from  the  villages 
of  Ballstou  Spa  and  Siiratoga  Springn,  and  that  Saratoga  Springs 
iv  a  eumnier  resort,  visittnl  by  thousands  of  tourists  every  sum- 
mer, and  to  Saratoga  lake  is  the  <hief  diiive  and  rt^j*ort;  that 
said  lak<»  has  Ikh^u  for  a  gi*eat  many  years  a  prominent  and  at- 
tractive rei^)rt  for  fishing,  hunting  and  boating,  and  for  the  past 
few  years  offensive  odiors  have  arii^n  fi'om  the  waters  in  the  said 
lake  near  the  shores,  causing  annoyance  and  breeding  disease; 
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that  large  numbers  of  fish  have  been  picked  np  dead  along  the 
shores  of  the  lake,  and  the  shores  thereof  in  certain  portions  are 
covered  with  filthy  and  noxious  material,  oflfensive  to  the  eye  and 
giving  out  offensive  odors;  that  in  the  opinion  of  your  petitionee, 
unless  measures  are  taken  to  prevent  the  defilement  of  said  lake, 
and  its  condition  continues  to  grow  worse,  all  the  fish  in  the  lake 
will  be  killed  and  people  will  cease  to  occupy  cottages  on  the 
shores,  and  it  will  cease  to  be  attractive  as  a  summer  resort. 

That  the  causes  of  defilement  of  the  waters  of  the  lake  are  vari- 
ous; that  they  proceed  from  the  discharge  of  the  sewage  of  the 
villages  of  Saratoga  Springs  and  Ballston  Spa  into  said  lake,  and 
from  the  discharge  into  said  lake  of  chemicals  and  refuse  from 
certain  manufacturing  establishments  located  in  or  near  the  vil- 
lage of  Ballston  Spa. 

That  it  would  be  impracticable  to  apply  to  the  local  boards  of 
health  for  relief,  as  Saratoga  lake  is  situated  in  several  towns. 

Your  petitioners  therefore  pray  that  you  will  exercise  the  pow- 
ers conferred  upon  you  by  the  revised  statutes  and  order  the  State 
Board  of  Health  to  make  the  necessary  examination,  with  the  view 
of  having  the  nuisance  complained  of  abated  or  removed,  and  your 
petitioners  will  ever  pray. 


Dated  October  1,  1898 

Thomas  C.  Luther, 
Mary  C.  Luther, 
Nathaniel  B.  Arnold, 
Benj.  P.  Freeman, 
P.  A.  Post, 
Benj.  P.  Pisher, 
Joseph  Smith, 
Gteorge  WTiite, 
Charles  Kirkpatrick, 
Joseph  Gilmore, 
Archie  Paul, 
A.  I.  Whitehouse, 
Geo.  C.  Lawson, 
Mrs.  Sarah  Hall, 
A  bram  Deuel, 

Vernon  E.  Arnold, 
5 


Melvin  Elkenburgh, 
Austin  A.  Yates, 
Willard  H.  Near, 
James  Doughty,  jr.^ 
Henry  A.  Near, 
P.  J.  Riley, 
Benj.  C.  Riley, 
W.  V.  Riley, 
Robert  E.  Morey, 
Horace  Phillips, 
Jas.  M.  Holsapple, 
Geo.  Abel, 
James  H.  Barrett. 
H.  J.  Newman, 
Geo.  E.  Rogers. 
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February  1,  1899 
Hon.  William  J.  Youngs: 

My  Dear  Sir — Enclosed  I  send  you  an  order  which  I  have  pre- 
pared requiring  the  State  Board  of  Health  to  investigate  the 
alleged  nuisances  in  Saratoga  lake.  I  have  drawn  it  accord- 
ing to  the  flftatute,  section  six  of  article  one  of  the  Public  health 
law,  being  chapter  661  of  the  Laws  of  1893.  I  have  also  drawn 
it  according  to  the  precedent  which  I  find  in  a  similar  case,  re- 
ported at  page  99  of  the  16th  annual  report  of  the  State  Board 
of  Health  for  the  year  1895. 

I  have  asked  that  the  report  be  made  before  March  1,  which 
gives  30  days,  and  it  is  necessary  that  evidence  be  laid  before 
the  Governor  before  the  Legislature  adjourns,  as  I  am  quite  sure 
it  will  develop  a  state  of  affairs  which  will  call  for  legislative 
action  of  some  kind. 

I  trust  the  time  within  which  to  make  the  report  will  not  be 
shortened  without  consultation  with  me. 

In  case  you  may  not  have  the  papers  at  hand,  I  send  you  a 

copy  of  the  report  of  Prof.  Landreth  so  that  you  may  see  the 

serious  character  of  the  alleged  nuisance. 

Yours  very  truly, 

T.  P.  HAMILTON 

IN    THE    MATTER    OF    THE    ALLEGED    NUISANCES    IN 

SARATOGA  LAKE 

To  the  State  Board  of  Health: 

I  have  been  presented  with  a  petition  showing  that  on  or 
about  the  4th  day  of  October,  1898,  a  petition  was  presented 
to  Hon.  Frank  S.  Black,  governor  of  the  state  of  New  York, 
signed  by  many  residents  and  property  owners  on  Saratoga  lake, 
complaining  of  the  condition  of  said  lake  and  its  defilement  and 
pollution  from  nuisances  therein  mentioned. 

That  said  petition  was  refered  to  the  State  Board  of  Health 
and  that  said  Board  assigned  the  matter  to  Professor  Olin  H. 
Landreth,  the  consulting  engineer  of  the  Board;  and  that  said 
consulting  engineer  has  made  a  partial  report  to  the  State  Board 
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of  Healthy  a  copy  of  which  is  annexed  to  said  petition  and  it 
appears  from  said  report  that  a  public  nuisance  exists  and  that 
the  rights  of  the  public  are  seriously  impaired  and  are  actually 
in  danger  of  destruction  or  serious  impairment;  and  that  an 
official  investigation  is  desirable  to  ascertain  the  cause  of  the 
unsanitary  conditions  which  exist. 

I,  therefore,  require  you,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  section  six  of  article  one,  of  the  Public  health  law,  to  make 
an  examination  into  the  alleged  nuisances  and  affecting  the 
health  of  the  locality  named  and  report  the  result  thereof  to  me, 
on  or  before  the  10th  day  of  March,  1899. 

Dated  at  the  Capitol,  in  the  city  of  Albany,  this  16th  day  of 

February,  1899. 

THEODORE  ROOSEVELT, 

Owemar 

ScHBNBOTADY,  N.  T.,  December  14, 1898 

Baxter  T.  Smblzer,  Secrekiry  State  Board  of  Health,  Albanffy 
N.  T.: 

Dear  Sir — In  the  matter  of  the  complaints  as  to  the  unsanitary 
condition  of  Saratoga  lake,  which  you  referred  to  me  with  in- 
structions to  investigate  the  same  by  communication  of  Novem- 
ber 28, 1  beg  to  submit  the  following  report  on  the  same: 

On  the  8th  instant  I  met  T.  F.  Hamilton  by  appointment  and 
with  him  went  to  Saratoga  lake,  visiting  the  westerly  and  north- 
erly shores  of  the  same  as  well  as  the  valley  of  the  Eayaderos- 
seras  creek  up  to  the  point  where  the  Saratoga  Springs  outlet 
sewer  enters  it;  also  the  territory  between  the  village  of  Sara- 
toga Springs  and  the  lake  and  creek,  as  well  as  the  point  on  the 
outlet  sewer  where  the  storm- water  ovrflow  is  allowed  to  escape 
from  the  sewer  into  Village  creek,  which  empties  into  Lonely 
lake,  a  tributary  of  Saratoga  lake,  through  Eayaderosseras 
creek.  I  also  met  and  made  inquiries  of  numerous  citizens  in 
the  localities  covered  by  the  cursory  examination,  as  well  as 
the  village  engineer,  Mr.  Mott.  I  did  not  visit  any  portion  of 
the  Eayaderosseras  creek  above  the  sewer  outfall,  but  collected 
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information  from  numerous  parties  conversant  with  the  upper 
portions  of  the  creek. 

My  instructions  to  investigate  the  complaints  referred  to  me, 
which  complaints  attempt  to  specify  the  causes  of  the  unsani- 
tary conditions,  naturally  call  for  two  quite  distinct  determina- 
tions: (1)  An  examination  as  to  the  reality  or  actual  existence 
of  any  ground  for  complaint,  and  (2)  an  investigation  as  to  the 
cause  of  the  unsanitary  conditions,  in  order  to  intelligently  reach 
the  question  of  remedy. 

Concerning  the  first  of  these  two  determinations,  I  am  fully 
prepared  to  report  that  although  at  the  present  season  of  the 
year  the  conditions  complained  of  are  least  evident,  still  from 
all  evidence  collected  I  am  convinced  that  there  is  ample  ground 
for  complaint  and  that  a  grievance  actually  exists  similar  in 
character  to  that  complained  of  in  the  paper  sent  me.  Ordi- 
narily my  report  would  also  cover  the  second  portion  of  the  in- 
vestigation, but  in  this  case  it  appears  to  me  very  evident  from 
the  facts  ascertained  by  me  that  a  very  considerable  portion  of 
the  evidence  which  will  have  to  be  secured  in  order  to  fully 
locate  the  cause  or  causes  of  the  conditions  complained  of  will 
have  to  be  looked  for  from  persons  who  may  not  be  willing  volun- 
tarily to  give  all  the  information  needed.  To  begin  such  an  in- 
vestigation and  find  it  limited  in  extent  by  the  willingness  or 
unwillingness  of  important  witnesses  would  either  result  in  an 
incomplete  and  useless  undertaking  or  would  delay  the  proper 
investigation.  I  am  therefore  of  the  opinion  that  no  proper 
investigation  of  the  causes  of  the  conditions  complained  of,  nor 
in  fact,  of  the  true  extent  of  the  conditions  without  waiting  for  a 
recurrence  of  the  summer  months,  can  be  made  without  a  judi- 
cial investigation  or  inquiry  made  with  due  authority  to  call  for 
persons  and  papers.  Prom  the  evidence  secured  I  am  of  the 
opinion  that  a  public  nuisance  exists  and  that  the  rights  of  the 
public  are  seriously  impaired;  these  rights  in  this  particular  case 
are  represented  by  numerous  individuals  whose  interests  are  e** 
tensive;  and  these  interests  are  not  only  being  injured  by  theplAr 
lie  nuisance  in  proportion  to  the  severity  of  the  conditions  axiABb' 
duration  of  their  existence,  but  are  actually  in  danger  of  desMfr 
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tion  or  serious  permanent  impairment  from  the  nature  of  these 
interests  which  principally  depend  on  the  maintenance  of  sani- 
tary and  agreeable  conditions  in  the  streams  and  lake  concerned 
and  to  which  the  complainants  and  others  stand  in  the  positiMi 
of  riparian  owners.  The  public,  as  represented  by  these  com- 
plainants and  others,  is  clearly  entitled  to  a  reasonable  degree 
of  promptness  in  the  abatement  of  the  conditions  found  to  exist. 
Under  these  circumstances  I  do  not  think  it  desirable  nor  neces- 
sary to  wait  for  a  return  of  warm  weather  before  making  the 
investigation  into  the  causes  of  the  detrimental  conditions. 

I  therefore  respectfully  request  that  you  instruct  me  whether 
to  continue  the  investigation  to  cover  the  causes  of  the  condi- 
tions complained  of,  as  I  may  be  able  to  perform  it,  or  to  wait 
for  a  judicial  investigation  by  the  State  Board  of  Health,  or 
a  committee  thereof,  having  power  to  subpoena  witnesses  and 
thereby  make  the  investigation  an  exhaustive  one,  as  the  con- 
ditions and  circumstances  attending  the  results  will  probably 
require  that  it  should  be.  Such  an  investigation,  while  being 
judicial,  will  necessarily  be  largely  technical,  and  hence  if  en- 
tered upon  it  should  be  carefully  worked  up  in  advance. 

1  beg  to  recommend  strongly  the  latter  option. 

I  am,  dear  sir. 

Very  truly  yours, 

OLIN  H.  LANDRETH, 

Consulting  engineer 

"SoHDNBOTADY,  N.  Y.,  March  22, 1899. 

Baxter  T.  Smblzbb,  Secretary  State  Board  of  Healthy  Albany^ 
N,  Y.: 

Dear  Sir — In  the  matter  of  the  Saratoga  Springs  sewage  dis- 
posal investigation,  I  beg  to  rei>ort  that  agreeable  to  your  inetrue- 
tions  of  February  2  I  have  made  a  thorough  examination  of  the 
conditions  and  circumstances  which  bear  on  the  matter  and  have 
reached  conclusions  as  to  the  most  feasible  and  proper  method  of 
B<»wage  disposal  for  that  village,  and  in  accordance  with  informal 
arrangement  with  you  have  formulated  and  submitted  to  the 
president  of  trustees  of  the  village  a  preliminary  report  contain- 
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iog  my  conclnsioDS  and  making  certain  recommendations  looking 
to  the  matter  of  diapoeal  of  the  sewage  and  the  entire  i^nd  com- 
plete discontinuance  of  the  nuisances  and  objectionable  condi* 
tlons  against  which  complaints  have  been  made.      This  report 
•was  submitted  to  the  trustees  at  a  meeting  last  ndght  and  action 
was  taken  looking  to  securing  authority  from  the  present  Legis- 
lature to  carry  out  the  recommendations  made.    My  full  report 
giving  full  data  and  information  and  a  complete  discussion  of  the 
problem  is  being  prepared  and  when  completed  will  be  submitted 
to  you.    Pending  the  submission  of  that  report  it  may  be  proi>er 
to  state  that  my  recommendations  in  outline  were  as  follows: 
(1)  The  complete  separation  of  the  sewage  from  storm-water  and 
roof-water.    (2)  The  construction  of  a  new  trunk  sewer  for  sew- 
age proper  only,  laid  at  a  flatter  grade  than  the  present  trunk 
sewer  in  order  to  deliver  the  sewage  to  the  disposal  site  at  a  suf- 
ficiently high  elevation  to  operate  the  disposal  without  pumping. 
(3)  The  carrying  out  of  stringent  means  to  red.uce  the  present 
enormous    rate    of    water    consumption    (being    between    400 
and    500    gallons    per    capita    per    day    on    the    average   and 
occasionally  exceeding  the  larger  figure)  in  order  to  reduce  the 
amount  of  sewage  to  be  treated.    (4)  The  purchase  at  once  of  a 
small  tract  of  land  and  the  securing  of  options  on  a  large 
tract    of   land    for    construction   of    disposal    works.    (5)  The 
constructon  at  once  of  a  small  disposal  plant  using  accelerated 
filtration  and  the  prosecution  of  experimental  work  looking  to  the 
determination  of  the  best  details  of  filtration  to  be  adopted  for 
the  complete  and  larger  plant.    (6)  The  gradual  extension  of  the 
disposal  works  to  provide  for  the  disposal  of  the  entire  sewage 
as  rapidly  as  the  experimental  work  will  indicate  which  is  the 
best  plan  and  details  to  follow.    It  is  expected  that  this  complete 
withdrawal  of  the  sewage  from  the  Kayaderosseros  creek  can  be 
accomplished  within  two  years,  which  is  as  short  a  time  as  the 
construction  of  new  works  and  reasonable  experimentation  to 
determine  what  is  the  best  plan  will  make  possible.    Stimulated 
somewhat  possibly  by  the  decisions  in  injunction  and  damage 
suits  already  rendered,  by  other  actions  now  i)ending,  and.  by  the 
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judicial  inquiry  of  the  State  Board  of  Health,  the  people  and  the 
authorities  are  thoroughly  awakened  to  the  urgency  of  immedi- 
ate and  radical  measures  for  the  improvement  of  conditions,,  and 
give  evidence  of  an  intention  to  inaugurate  such  improvements 
without  delay. 

I  am,  dear  sir, 

Very  truly  yours, 

OLIN  H.  LANDRETH, 

Consulting  engineer 

Albany,  Ma/rch  23,  1899 

Hon.  Theodore  Roosevelt,  Oovernor  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
Albany,  N.  T.: 

Sir — I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  the  report  of  this 
Board,  together  with  a  copy  of  the  testimony  taken  in  connection 
with  an  inveeftigation  ordered  by  you  in  the  matter  of  the  alleged 
pollution  of  the  waters  of  Saratoga  lake. 

Very  respectfully, 

BAXTER  T.  SMELZER, 

Secretary 

Albany,  March  22,  1899 

Hon.  Theodore  Roosevelt,  Governor  of  the  State  of  New  York: 

Sir — ^The  New  York  State  Board  of  Health,  pursuant  to  an 
order  made  by  you  based  on  a  petition  signed  by  many  residents 
and  property  owners  in  the  vicinity  of  Saratoga  lake,  and  dated 
March  10,  1899^  directing  said  Board  to  make  an  examination 
into  certain  nuisance©  alleged  to  exist  in  the  vicinHy  of  Saratoga 
lake,  and  caused  by  the  discharge  of  sewage,  domestic  wastes  and 
manufacturing  refuse  into  said  lake,  have  the  honor  to  report 
that  after  due  notice  a  hearing,  lasting  two  days,  was  held  in  the 
village  of  Ballston  Spa,  commencing  March  2,  1899.  That  said 
hearing  was  largely  attended  and  the  petitioners  and  complain- 
ants were  ably  represented  by  Hon.  T.  F.  Hamilton,  their  attor- 
ney; the  village  of  Ballston  Spa  and  the  several  manufacturing 
establishments    hereinafter    mentioned,  by  Judge  L'Amoreaux; 
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and  the  village  of  Saratoga  Springs  by  J.  P.  Swanick.  A 
large  number  of  witnesses,  including  local  health  officers,  chem- 
ists, engineers,  laymen  and  sanitary  experts  were  examined 
under  oath,  and  a  personal  inspection  of  many  of  the  manufacture 
iMg  establishments  alleged  to  be  causing  the  nuisance  was  made 
by  the  State  Board,  and  from  the  investigation  so  conducted  the 
following  findings  of  fact  are  submitted,  together  with  the  testi- 
mony taken: 

I 

That  Saratoga  lake  is  about  siix  miles  in  length,  extending  in  a 
northeasterly  and  southwesterly  direction,  and  is  surrounded  by 
the  townships  of  Malta,  Saratoga  Springs,  Saratoga  and  Still- 
water. It  is  about  four  miles  east  of  Ballston  Spa  and  about 
the  same  distance  east,  and  a  little  south,  from  the  village  of 
Saratoga  Springs.  Its  principal  inlet  is  the  Kayaderosseras  creek 
and  its  outlet  is  Fish  creek,  which  flows  northeasterly  into  the 
Hudson  river.  Its  inlet,  Kayaderosseras  creek,  is  a  tortuous 
stream  flowing  in  an  easterly  direction  through  the  village  of 
Ballston  Spa  and  the  intervening  farming  section  to  the  lake. 
Several  smaller  streams  or  brooklets  converge  and  flow  into  it 
near  the  village  of  Ballston  Spa,  and  the  public  and  private 
sewers  and  drainage  of  said  village  also  empty  into  it. 

II 

That  along  the  banks  of  said  creek  and  its  tributaries  are 
located  several  larpe  mannfacturing  plants  engaged  in  the  manu- 
facture of  paper,  sulphite  pulp,  and  in  tanning  leather,  and  the 
effluent  and  •manufacturing  refuse  fn>m  these  manufacturing 
plants  are  discharged  into  tlie  Kavaderosseras  creek,  so  that 
said  creek  is  practically  an  open  sewer,  from  Ballston  Spa  to  the 

lake. 

Ill 

The  tannery,  wliioh  di^schargrs  its  effluent  through  a  small 
brook  or  arm,  known  as  (Gordon  on**  k,  i»  loratinl  within  the 
Tillage  of  Ballston  Spa,  and  Ih  owned, l>y  M«ssi>j,  Hall,  Ilaii^ht 
&  CO.,  a  copartnership  eniplo>lng  about   ;ir»()   men.     It   is  en« 
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gaged  in  tanning  and  finishing  all  kinds  of  leather,  and  its 
jearly  output  in  value  is  $1,750,000.  The  establishment  was 
started  in  the  year  1881,  and  the  process  of  tanning  is  briefly  de- 
scribed as  follows:  The  hides  are  put  into  vate  of  fresh  water 
and  allowed  to  soak  four  days  for  the  purpose  of  removing  the 
salt^  then  they  are  put  into  lime  pits,  where  they  are  handled  over 
«very  day  for  six  days.  From  there  they  go  into  what  is  called 
a  depilatory  condition,  for  the  purpose  of  neutralizing  the  lime 
After  the  hair  is  removed.  Next  they  are  put  into  the  bark 
liquor,  made  from  water  passed  over  ground  hemlock  bark,  and 
from  there  they  go  into  the  finishing  shop.  The  water  used  in 
soaking  the  hides  containing  a  large  quantity  of  salt,  the  lime- 
water,  and  the  liquid  from  the  depilatory  ppoces®,  which  is  lime- 
•water  neutiralized  by  lactic  acid,  and  the  tanning  liquors,  are  all 
-discharged  finally  through  a  box  sewer  into  the  creek,  and  the 
effluent  so  discharged  is  highly  colored  and  can  hardly  be  claimed 
to  be  free  from  pollution. 

IV 

There  are  also  several  mills  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
paper  and  sulphite  pulp,  located  on  or  over  the  banks  of  said 
stream,  and  owned  by  the  George  West  paper  and  bag  company, 
a  domestic  corporation  incorporated  pursuant  to  the  laws  of  the 
©tate  and  having  a  capital  stock  of  $500,000.  The  mill  known 
as  the  "  Glen  mill "  is  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  sulphite 
pulp.  The  amount  manufactured  is  more  than  a  hundred  tons 
per  week.  The  process  is  briefly  described  as  follows:  From  a 
150  to  200  cords  of  wood  are  ground  up  each  week  and  the  chip 
or  shred  is  put  into  large  digesters,  lined  with  lead,  where  it  is 
treated  with  hot  sulphurous  acid  and  other  chemicals,  which 
subdue  the  resin  and  vegetable  nature  of  the  wood  and  leave  the 
fibre  free,  which  is  removed  and  further  treated  with  chloride 
of  lime  and  other  chemicals.  About  300  pounds  of  sulphur  is 
used  for  the  manufacture  of  a  ton  of  the  pulp.  Large  quantities 
of  chloride  of  lime  and  other  chemicals  are  also  used  and  the 
effluent  from  the  mill  is  ultimately  discharged  into  the  Kayader- 
osseras  creek. 
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That  nearly  all  the  water  of  said  creek  ifi  carried  through  one 
or  all  of  these  mills,  and  after  acting  as  a  solvent  or  agent  in 
chemical  processes,  finds  its  way  back  into  the  stream,  carrying 
in  solution  acids,  alkalies,  organic  and  inorganic  matter^  in  such 
large  quantities  that  a  decidedly  acid  reaction  can  be  detected 
in  the  waters  of  said  creek  from  three  to  four  miles  down  the 
stream.  These  acids  and  alkalies  coming  in  contact  with  the 
large  quantities  of  sewage  discharged  into  this  stream  hasten 
chemical  action  and  fermentation,  thereby  generating  gases  and 
giving  off  odors  which  are  offensive  to  smell,  often  producing 
nausea  and  affecting  the  comfort,  if  not  the  health,  of  those 
obliged  to  inhale  them. 

VI 

That  into  the  said  Eayaderosseras  creek  is  also  discharged 
through  a  trunk  sewer,  open  and  closed,  the  sewage  of  Saratoga 
Springs,  a  village  varying  in  population  from  10,000  in  winter 
to  over  100,000  in  summer. 

YII 

That  the  shores  of  Saratoga  lake  are  lined  with  farm  houses^ 
cottages  and  hotels,  where  thousands  of  people  go  in  the  sum- 
mer time  for  pleasure,  and  the  sewage  and  domestic  wastes  of 
these  hotels  and  cottages  are  discharged  into  the  lake,  and  those 
who  complain  most  bitterly  about  its  pollution  seem  to  forget 
the  ancient  rule  established  in  Jerusalem,  that  each  i>er80tt 
should  sweep  before  his  own  door. 

VIII 

That  Saratoga  lake  is  polluted  in  the  manner  above  described, 
and  the  sewage,  wastes,  refuse  matter,  fish  that  die  from  natural 
causes,  as  well  as  those  killed  by  the  contamination  of  the  water, 
are  washed  upon  the  shores,  dockings  and  pilings,  and  during 
the  warm  summer  months  ferment  and  decay,  producing 
stenches  more  or  less  offensive,  according  to  the  customs  and 
habits  of  those  obliged  to  inbalfi  them* 
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IX 


That  the  waters  of  Kayaderosseras  creek  and  Saratoga  lake 
are  not  directly  used  for  potable  purposes,  but  ultimately  And 
their  way  through  Fish  creek  into  the  Hudson  river,  which  is 
the  source  of  many  potable  water  supplies,  and  in  this  way 
one  of  the  most  perplexing  and  serious  problems  affecting  the 
life  and  health  of  the  people  of  our  state  is  presented.  Many 
of  the  creeks  and  streams  of  the  state,  the  waters  of  which 
were  fresh  and  pure  twenty-five  or  fifty  years  ago,  and  were 
used  for  power  purposes  only,  have  come  to  be  little  more  than 
open  sewers,  transmitting  disease  germs  from  one  place  to  an- 
other, filling  up  ponds  and  reservoirs  with  refuse  matter,  de- 
stroying or  driving  away  fish,  emanating  offensive  and  disagree* 
able  odors,  affecting  the  riparian  interests  of  those  owning 
property  along  their  banks,  and  depriving  them  of  the  use  of 

pure  and  wholesome  water. 

X 

That  the  hotel  proprietors  and  cottage  owners  along  the 

shores  of  the  lake,  the  mill  owners  along  the  banks  of  the  inlet 

to  said  lake,  and  the  villages  of  Saratoga  Springs  and  Ballston 

Spa  are  creating  and  maintaining  a  nuisance  injurious  to  the 

fullest  and  freest  enjoyment  of  the  property  rights  of  those 

living  along  the  shores  and  banks  of  said  lake  and  stream,  as 

well  as  a  nuisance,  indirectly,  affecting  the  public  health  in  the 

manner  aforesaid. 

CONCLUSION 

The  State  Board  would  therefore  make  the  following  recom- 
niendations,  based  on  the  foregoing  findings  of  fact: 


That  the  hotel  and  cottage  proprietors  owning  property  along 
the  shores  of  said  lake  and  discharging  raw  sewage  and  domes- 
tic wastes  into  the  waters  thereof,  be  required  to  collect  and 
dispose  of  the  same  in  a  sanitary  manner,  to  be  approved  by 
this  Board,  and  that  after  July  1,  1899,  the  discharge  of  any  raw 
sewage  into  the  waters  of  said'  lake  by  said  proprietors  shall  be 
declared  a  nuisance  and  ordered  abated  by  the  Governor. 
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II 

That  the  villages  of  Saratoga  Springs  and  Ballston  Spa,  either 
indiyidually  or  collectively,  be  required  to  put  in  disposal  works,, 
subject  tp  the  approval  of  the  State  Board  of  Health,  on  or  be- 
fore April  1,  1900,  and  that  the  discharge  of  raw  sewage  into- 
the  waters  of  Eayaderosseras  creek  or  Saratoga  lake,  after  said 
date,  shall  be  declared  a  nuisance  injurious  to  public  life  and 
health,  and  that  the  same  be  abated  by  order  of  the  Governor. 

Ill 

That  the  discharge  of  the  effluent  and  waste  from  the  tannery,, 
owned  and  operated  by  Messrs.  Hall,  Haight  &  co.,  through 
Gordon  creek  into  Kayaderosseras  creek,  be  declared  a  nuisance 
and  ordered  abated  on  or  before  April  1, 1900,  unless  the  effluent 
shall  be  treated  in  a  sanitary  manner  to  be  approved  by  the 
State  Board  so  as  to  render  the  same  innocuous. 

IV 

That  the  discharge  of  the  effluent  and  waste  from  the  paper 
and  sulphite  mills,  owned  and  operated  by  the  George  West 
I>aper  and  bag  company,  into  Kayaderosseras  creek,  be  declared 
a  nuisance  and  ordered  abated  on  or  before  April  1, 1900,  unless 
the  effluent  shall  be  treated  in  a  sanitary  manner  to  be  approved 
by  the  State  Board  so  as  to  render  the  same  innocuous. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  was  adopted  as  the  report 
of  the  Board  at  a  meeting  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  held 
March  22,  1899,  at  the  Capitol,  Albany,  N.  Y. 

BAXTER  T.  SMELZER, 

[l,  g,]  Secretary  cmd  executive  officer 

State  op  New  York,  Executive  Chamber, 

Albany,  March  23,  1899 

Baxter  T.  Smdlzer,  M.  D.,  Secretary  State  Board  of  Healthy 
Albany y  N.  Y.: 
Sir— I  have  yours  of  ^the  23d  instant  transmitting  the  report  of 
your  Board  on  the  alleged  pollution  of  the  waters  of  Saratoga 
lake,  for  which  accept  my  thanks.  I  have  directed  the  recom- 
mendations of  your  report  to  be  carried  out. 

Very  truly  yours, 

THEODORE  ROOSEVEUT 
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State  op  New  York,  Executive  Chamber 

Whereas,  a  petition  signed  by  many  residents  and  property 
owners  in  the  vicinity  of  Saratoga  lake  was  heretofore  presented 
to  me,  alleging  the  existence  of  pablic  nuisances  in  the  vicinity 
of  said  lake,  caused  by  the  discharge  of  sewage,  domestic  waste 
and  manufacturing  refuse  into  said  lake,  whereby  the  health  and 
comfort  of  the  people  of  the  community  was  jeopardized  and  en- 
dangered ;  and. 

Whereas,  on  the  10th  day  of  March,  1899,  I  did,  as  Governor 
of  the  state  of  New  York,  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  chapter 
661  of  the  laws  of  1893,  require,  order  and  direct  the  State  Board 
of  Health  to  examine  into  the  nuisances  alleged  to  exist  by  the 
aforesaid  petition  and  to  examine  into  the  questions  affecting  the 
security  of  life  and  health  in  the  locality  mentioned  in  the  afore- 
said petition,  and  report  to  me  the  results  of  such  examination; 
and. 

Whereas,  the  State  Board  of  Health  have  made  the  required 
examination  and  reported  the  result  thereof  to  me  within  the 
limit  of  time  prescribed  for  such  examination  and  report,  from 
which  it  appears: 


That  Saratoga  lake  is  about  six  miles  in  length,  extending  in 
a  northeasterly  and  southwesterly  direction,  and  is  surrounded 
by  the  townships  of  Malta,  Saratoga  Springs,  Saratoga  and  Still- 
water. It  is  about  four  miles  east  of  Ballston  Spa  and  about 
the  same  distance  east,  and  a  little  south,  from  the  village  of 
Saratoga  Springs.  Its  principal  inlet  is  the  Kayaderosseras 
creek  and  its  outlet  is  Fish  creek,  which  flows  northeasterly  into 
the  Hudson  river.  Its  inlet,  Kayaderosseras  creek,  is  a  tortuous 
stream  flowing  in  an  easterly  direction  through  the  village  of 
Ballston  Spa  and  the  intervening  farming  section  to  the  lake. 
Several  smaller  streams  or  brooklets  converge  and  flow  into  it 
near  the  village  of  Ballston  Spa,  and  the  public  and  private 
sewers  and  draiijage  of  said  village  also  empty  into  it. 
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II 

That  along  the  banks  of  said  creek  and  its  tributaries  are  lo- 
cated several  large  manafacturing  plants  engaged  in  the  mana- 
facture  of  paper,  sulphite  pulp,  and  in  tanning  leather,  and  the 
e£9uent  and  manufacturing  refuse  from  these  manufacturing 
plants  are  discharged  into  the  Kayaderosseras  creek,  so  that 
said  creek  is  practically  an  open  sewer  from  Ballston  Spa  to  the 

lake. 

Ill 

That  the  tannery  which  discharges  its  effluent  through  a  small 
brook  or  arm,  known  as  Gk)rdon  creek,  is  located  within  the  vil- 
lage of  Ballston  Spa,  and  is  owned  by  Messrs.  Hall,  Haight  & 
CO.,  a  copartnership  employing  about  150  men.  It  is  engaged  in 
tanning  and  finishing  all  kinds  of  leather,  and  its  yearly  output  in 
value  is  |1,750,000.  The  establishment  was  started  in  the 
year  1881,  and  the  process  of  tanning  is  briefly  described  aa 
follows:  The  hides  are  put  into  vats  of  fresh  water  and 
allowed  to  soak  four  days  for  the  purpose  of  removing  the 
salt,  then  they  are  put  into  lime  pits  where  they  are  handled 
over  every  day  for  six  days.  From  there  they  go  into  what  is 
called  a  depilatory  condition,  for  the  purpose  of  neutralizing  the 
lime  after  the  hair  is  removed.  Next  they  are  put  into  the  bark 
liquor,  made  from  water  passed  over  ground  hemlock  bark,  and 
from  there  they  go  into  the  finishing  shop.  The  water  used  in 
soaking  the  hides  containing  a  large  quantity  of  salt,  the  lime- 
water,  and  the  liquid  from  the  depilatory  process,  which  is  lime- 
water  neutralized  by  lactic  acid,  and  the  tanning  liquors,  are 
all  discharged  finally  through  a  box  sewer  into  the  creek,  and 
the  effluent  so  discharged  is  highly  colored  and  can  hardly  be 
claimed  to  be  free  from  pollution. 

IV 

There  are  also  several  mills  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
paper  and  sulphite  pulp  located  on  or  over  the  banks  of  said 
stream,  and  owned  by  the  George  West  paper  and  bag  company, 
a  domestic  corporation  incorporated  pursuant  to  the  lawa  of  the 
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Btsite  and  having  a  capital  stock  of  |500,000.    The  mill  known 

as  the  "  Glen  mill "  is  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  sulphite 

pulp.    The  amount  manufactured  is  more  than  a  hundred  tons 

per  week.    The  process  is  briefly  described  as  follows:  Prom  a 

150  to  200  cords  of  wood  are  ground  up  each  week  and  the  chip 

or  shred  is  put  into  large  digesters,  lined  with  lead,  where  it  ia 

treated  with  hot  sulphurous  acid  and  other  chemicals,  which 

Bubdue  the  resin  and  vegetable  nature  of  the  wood  and  leave 

the  fibre  free,  which  is  removed  and  further  treated  with  chloride 

of  lime  and  other  chemicals.    About  300  pounds  of  sulphur  is 

used  for  the  manufacture  of  a  ton  of  the  pulp.    Large  quanti- 

tie«  of  chloride  of  lime  and  other  chemicals  are  al»o  used  and  the 

effluent  from  the  mill  is  ultimately  discharged  into  the  Kayader- 

osseras  creek. 

V 

That  nearly  all  the  water  of  said  creek  is  carried  through  one 

or  all  of  these  mills  and  after  acting  as  a  solvent  or  agent  in 

chemical  processes,  finds  its  way  back  into  the  stream,  carrying 

in  solution  acids,  alkalies,  organic  and  inorganic  matter,  in  such 

large  quantities  that  a  decidedly  acid  reaction  can  be  detected 

in  the  waters  of  said  creek  from  three  to  four  miles  down  the 

stream.    These  acids  and  alkalies  coming  in  contact  with  the 

large  quantities  of  sewage  discharged  into  this  stream  hasten 

chemical  action  and  fermentation,  thereby  generating  gases  and 

giving  oflf  odors  which  are  offensive  to  smell,  often  producing 

nausea  and  affecting  the  comforts,  if  not  the  health,  of  those 

obliged  to  inhale  them. 

VI 

That  into  the  said  Eayaderosseras  creek  is  also  discharged 
through  a  trunk  sewer,  open  and  closed,  the  sewage  of  Saratoga 
Spring,  the  village  varying  in  population  from  10,000  in  winter 

to  over  100,000  in  summer. 

VII 

That  the  shores  of  Saratoga  lake  are  lined  with  farm  houses, 
cottages  and  hotels,  where  thousands  of  people  go  in  the  summer 
time  for  pleasure,  and  the  sewage  and  domestic  wastes  of  these 
■»  iiotels  and  cottages  are  discharged  into  the  lake,  and  those  who 
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complain  most  bitterly  aboat  its  pollution  seem  to  forget  the 

ancient  rule  established  in  Jerusalem,  that  each  person  should 

sweep  before  his  own  door. 

VIII 

That  Saratoga  lake  is  polluted  in  the  manner  above  described, 
and  the  sewage,  wastes,  refuse  matter,  fish  that  die  from  natural 
causes,  as  well  as  those  killed  by  the  contamination  of  the  water, 
are  washed  upon  the  shores,  dockings  and  pilings,  and  during 
the  warm  summer  months,  ferment  and  decay,  producing 
stenches  more  or  less  offensive,  according  to  the  customs  and 
babits  of  those  obliged  to  inhale  them. 

IX 

That  the  waters  of  Kayaderosseras  creek  and  Saratoga  lake 
are  not  directly  used  for  i)otable  purposes,  but  ultimately  find 
their  way  through  Pish  creek  into  the  Hudson  river,  which  is 
the  source  of  many  potable  water  supplies,  and  in  this  way  one 
of  the  most  perplexing  and  serious  problems  affecting  the  life 
BDd  health  of  the  people  of  the  state  is  presented'.  Many  of  the 
creeks  and  streams  of  the  state,  the  waters  of  which  were  fresh 
and  pure  twenty-five  or  fifty  years  ago,  and  were  used  for  power 
purposes  only,  have  oome  to  be  little  more  than  open  sewers, 
transmitting  disease  germs  from  one  place  to  another,  filling  up 
ponds  and  reservoirs  with  refuse  matter,  destroying  or  driving 
away  fish,  emanating  offensive  and  disagreeable  odors,  affecting 
the  riparian  interests  of  those  owning  property  along  their  banks, 
end  depriving  them  of  the  use  of  pure  and  wholesome  water. 

X 

That  the  hotel  proprietors  and  cottage  owners  along  the  shores 
of  the  lake,  the  mill  owners  along  the  banks  of  the  inlet  to  said 
lake,  and  the  villages  of  Saratoga  Springs  and  Ballston  Spa  are 
creating  and  maintaining  a  nuisance  injurious  to  the  fullest  and 
freest  enjoyment  of  the  property  rights  of  those  living  along  the 
shores  and  banks  of  said  lake  and  stream,  as  well  as  a  nuisance^ 
indirectly,  affecting  the  public  health  in  the  manner  aforesaid; 
and 
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Whereas,  the  said  report  of  the  State  Board'  of  Health  has  been 
in  all  respects  approved  by  the  Grovernor  of  the  state  of  New 
York  and  filed  in  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  state ; 

Now,  therefore,  in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  chapter  661 
of  the  laws  of  1893,  and  of  the  power  vested  in  me  as  Governor 
of  the  state  of  New  York,  I  do  hereby  declare  the  following  in 
relation  to  the  things  found  and  certified  by  the  State  Board  of 
Health  as  aforesaid: 

I 

That  on  and  after  July  1, 1899,  no  proprietor,  lessee  or  occupant 
of  any  hotel,  cottage,  or  dwelling  house  on  or  along  the  shore  of 
Saratoga  lake,  or  on  or  along  any  stream  tributary  thereto,  shall 
discharge  any  raw  sewage  into  the  waters  of  said  lake  or  into 
the  streams  tributary  thereto;  and  on  and  after  the  date  afore- 
said, such  proprietor,  lessee  or  occupant  shall  collect  all  sewage 
and  domestic  waste  and  refuse  and  dispose  of  the  same  in  a  san- 
itary manner,  to  be  approved  by  the  State  Board  of  Health. 

II 

That  on  or  before  April  1, 1900,  the  villages  of  Saratoga  Springs 
and  Balteton  Spa  shall,  either  individually  or  by  co-operating  to- 
gether, put  in  disposal  works  for  the  sanitary  treatment  of  sew- 
age from  said  villages,  upon  plans  to  be  approved  by  the  State 

Board  of  Health. 

Ill 

That  the  discharge  of  the  effluent  and  waste  material  from  the 
tannery  owned  and  operated  by  the  firm  of  Hall,  Haight  &  co., 
into  and  through  Gordon  creek  and  into  and  through  Kayadenos- 
«eras  creek,  is  hereby  declared  to  be  a  nuisance,  which  the  said 
firm  are  hereby  ordered  to  abate  by  discontinuing  such  discharge 
OD  Or  before  Apnl  1, 1900;  provided,  however,  that  nothing  herein 
<^Btained  shall  be  construed  to  prevent  such  discharge  into  and 
through  said  creeks  subsequent  to  the  date  aforesaid  after  the 
®aid  waste  and  effluent  materials  shall  have  been  treated  in  a  san- 
itary manner,  so  as  to  render  the  same  innocuous,  and  according 
^0  process  to  be  approved  by  the  State  Board  of  Health. 
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IV 

That  the  discharge  of  effluent  and  waste  material  from  the 
paper  and  sulphite  mills  owned  and  operated  by  the  George  West 
paper  and  bag  company  into  and  through  Eayaderoseeras  creek 
is  hereby  declared  a  nuisance,  whdeh  the  said  firm  are  hereby 
ordered  to  abate  on  or  before  April  1,  1900;  provided,  however, 
that  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to  prevent  such 
discharge  into  said  creek  subsequent  to  the  date  aforesaidi,  after 
such  effluent  and  waste  material  shall  have  been  treated  in  a  san- 
itary manner,  so  as  to  render  the  same  innocuous,  and  according 
to  process  to  be  ai>proved  by  the  State  Board  of  Health. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  privy  seal  of  the  state,  at 
the  capitol  in  the  city  of  Albany,  this  30th  day  of 
[seal]    March,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  ninety-nine. 

THEODORE  ROOSEVELT 


Saratoga  Springs,  N.  Y.,  June  14,  1899 
Hon.  Theodore  Roosevelt,  Executive  Chamber,  Albanyy  N.  7. 

Dear  Sir — I  And  it  impossible  to  dispose  of  the  sewage  from  my 
hotel,  in  compliance  with  your  order  of  this  spring.  In  explana- 
tion of  the  same,  would  say: 

Last  month  I  engaged  Prof.  Olin  H.  Landreth,  consulting  engi- 
neer of  the  State  Board  of  Health,  to  advise  me  of  the  proper 
method  of  disposing  of  my  sewage,  and  to  superintend  the  con- 
struction of  same. 

He  has  visited  the  place,  taken  measurements,  levels,  etc.,  and 
is  now  working  on  plans  for  the  same. 

Ab  it  will  be  quite  an  extensive  piece  of  work,  I  therefore  re- 
spectfully request  you  to  extend  my  time  to  December  1, 1S09. 

Awaiting  your  commands,  I  am, 

Yours  sineerelv, 

THOMAS  C.  LUTHEI^ 
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Albany,  N.  Y.,  Jime  16, 1899 

Thomas  C.  Luther,  White  Sulphur  Spring  Hotel,  Saratoga  Springs, 
N.  7.: 

Dear  Sir — ^Your  communicatioE  of  the  14th  instant  addressed  to 
the  Goyemor,  stating  that  it  will  be  impossible  to  dispose  of  the 
sewage  from  your  hotel  in  compliance  with  the  order  of  thef 
Governor  and  giving  reasons  for  same,  has  been  referred  to  this 
Board. 

In  reply  you  are  informed  that  your  statement  will  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  Board  at  a  meeting  to  be  held  within  the  next  two 

weeks. 

Very  respectfully, 

BAXTER  T.  SMELZEB, 

Secretary 

Albany,  July  19,  1899 

Hon.  Theodore  Roosevelt,  Governor  of  the  State  of  New  Tork^ 
Albany,  N.  7.: 

Dear  Sir — I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  commencing  on 
the  6th  day  of  April,  1899,  the  following  notice  was  served  by 
publication  in  connection  with  the  recommendations  made  bj 
this  Board,  and  your  order  requiring  the  abatement  of  certain 
nuisances  found  to  be  causes  for  the  pollution  of  the  waters  of 
Saratoga  lake  and  of  streams  tributary  thereto: 

Health  Notice  Relating  to  Saratoga  Lake 

To  all  whom  this  may  concern:    Take  notice  that  on  March 

30,  1899,  the  Governor  made  an  order  in  conformity  with  chapter 

661  of  the  laws  of  1893,  a  copy  of  which  was  duly  filed  with  the 

State  Board  of  Health.    Among  its  requirements  were  the  follow- 
ing: 

0    *^  That  on  and  after  July  1,  1899,  no  proprietor,  lessee,  or  occu- 
pant  of  any  hotel,  cottage,  or  dwelling  house  on  or  along  the 
Bhore    of  Saratoga  lake,  or  on  or  along  any  stream  tributary 
fnereto,  shall  discharge  any  raw  sewage  into  the  waters  of  said 
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lake  or  into  the  srtreams  tributary  thereto;  and  on  and  after  the 
date  aforesaid,  such  proprietor,  lessee  or  occupant  shall  collect 
all  sewage  and  domestic  waste  and  refuse  and  deposit  of  the 
same  in  a  sanitary  manner,  to  be  approved  by  the  State  Board 
of  Health. 

"  Pursuant  to  said  order,  service  of  the  above  requirements  is^ 
hereby  made  by  putblication  for  the  reason  that  personal  service 
will  be  impracticable. 

"  The  order  hereby  referred  to  is  on  file  in  the  office  of  the 
State  Board  of  Health,  where  the  same  may  be  seen  by  any  per- 
son interested. 

"  BAXTER  T.  SMELZERi, 

"  Secretary  and  executive  officer,  State  Board  of  Health,^^ 

It  has  been  found  upon  conferring  with  one  of  the  consulting 
engineers  of  this  Board,  and  upon  receipt  of  a  protest  made  by 
the  proprietor  of  the  White  Sulphur  Spring  hotel  at  Saratoga 
lake,  that  it  has  been  impossible  to  comply  with  the  requirements 
of  your  order  in  the  time  specified  July  1,  1899,  and  at  a  meet- 
ing  of  this  Board,  held  June  30,  1899,  the  following  resolution 
was  adopted: 

"  Resolved,  That  the  recommendations  heretofore  made  to  the 
Qovenior  be  modified  so  as  to  extend  the  time  from  July  1, 1899, 
to  September  1,  1899,  and  that  the  Governor  be  requested  to 
approve  of  the  recommendations  as  so  modified." 

Very  respectfully, 

BAXTER  T.  SMELZEB, 

Secretary 


NEWTOWN  CREEK   NUISANCES 


State  op  New  York,  Executive  Chamber, 

Albany,  February  10, 1899 

To  the  State  Board  of  Health,  Albany,  N,  7.:  ^ 

gipg Referring  to  the  attached  communication  from  Robert 

Oreighton,  secretary,  I  would  like  a  full  report  upon  this  matter. 

Very  truly  youre, 

THEODORE  ROOSEVELT 
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OinzBNs'  Organization  for  the  Abolishing  of  Ndwtown  Cre^jk 

Nuisances 

Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  February  9,  1899 

Hon.  Thdodorb  Roosevelt,  Oovernor  State  of  New  York: 

Dear  Sir — ^For  your  favor  of  the  7th  instant,  replying  to  letter 
of  mine  dated  February  4,  I  am  greatly  obliged. 

Being  unable  to  comply  with  the  suggestion  contained  in  your 
letter,  that  I  call  and  see  you  in  Albany,  I  have  taken  the  liberty 
of  adopting  the  alternative  suggestion,  and  herewith  present  to 
you  in  writing  the  matters  I  desired  to  speak  of. 

For  many  years,  as  you  are  no  doubt  aware,  Newtown  creek 
has  been  the  source  of  much  di^ontent  and  agitation  among  the 
neighboring  residents  by  reason  of  the  disgusting  condition  of 
affairs  there  existing. 

Manufactories^  using  the  vilest  and  filthiest  products,  have  ac- 
cumulated along  the  banks  of  the  creek  until  the  waters  that 
were  once  pure  and  unpolluted  are  now  contaminated  to  such  an 
extent  that  even  the  small  fish  that  frequent  the  nearby  waters 
of  our  city  are  unable  to  exist  therein. 

Theee  manufactories  not  otily  contaminated  the  waters,  but 
what  is  more  reprehensible  to  their  owners,  the  very  air  that  we 
are  compelled  to  breathe  is  oftentimes  so  polluted  that  the  only 
escape  therefrom  is  to  remain  indoors  with  closed  windows,  await- 
ing a  change  of  wind  which  will  drive  the  odors  in  some  other 
direction. 

This  association  was  organized  to  abolish  these  foul  conditions. 
That  it  has  succeeded  to  some  extent  I  am  glad  to  state,  but 
we  are  by  no  means  rid  of  the  nuisances. 

We  have  succeeded  in  driving  some  of  the  manufactories  away. 
There  are  some  that  still  remain,  in  spite  of  proclamations  issued 
by  former  governors  of  our  state,  and  in  spite  of  court  proceed- 
ings and  orders.  Their  owners  are  powerful  and  seem  to  have 
wonderful  influence  with  our  municipal  authorities. 

Now,  we  desire  your  aid  in  abolishing  all  these  nuisances. 
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There  is  no  reason  why  we  shoold  not  hare  the  same  rights 
and  privileges  as  the  residents  in  any  portion  of  our  city  or 
country,  and  one  of  the  inalienable  rights  of  man  is  to  breathe 
the  pore  air,  bnt  that  oftentimes  is  denied  us.  Yoa,  undoubtedly^ 
are  familiar  with  the  stenches  that  are  emitted  from  these  manu- 
factories; anyone  having  occasion  to  pass  the  creek  on  the  cars 
or  otherwise  must  always  retain  a  vivid  impression  of  the  foul- 
ness and  filthiness  of  Newtown  creek.  To  remedy  these  unneces- 
sary evils  we  have  long  fought  and  shall  continue  to  fight  until 
we  are  successful. 

We  ask  that  your  Excellency  will  give  this  matter  careful 
consideration.  We  have  prepared  and  will  forward  a  petition 
signed  by  thousands  of  our  neighbors  praying  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  Dr.  Hepp.  Trusting  that  this  may  meet  with  your  favor- 
able consideration,  believe  me, 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

ROBERT  CREIGETTON, 

Secretary 
186  Devoe  street,  Brooklyn. 

Albany,  February  27,  1899 

Hon.  Michael  O.  Murphy,  President  Department  of  Healthy  Xew 
York: 

Dear  Sir — In  compliance  with  a  resolution  offered  by  Dr.  A. 
H.  Doty  and  adopting  at  a  meeting  of  this  Board  held  February 
23, 1899, 1  have  the  honor  to  request  that  you  furnish  Hon.  Theo- 
dore Roosevelt,  governor  of  this  state,  with  a  copy  of  the  result 
of  the  inspection  at  Newtown  creek  now  being  carried  on,  as  Dr. 
Doty  states,  by  a  representative  from  your  department 

I  would  also  be  pleased  to  receive  a  copy  of  the  report  for  the 
information  of  this  Board* 

Very  respectfully, 

BAXTER  T.  SMELZER^ 

S^ortttUTff 
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Dbpabtmbnt  op  Health, 
City  op  New  York,  March  8, 1899 

Baxter  T.  Bmelzer,  M.  D.,  Secretary  State  Board  of  HeaU\  AP 
hany,  N.  T.: 

Sir — At  a  meeting  of  the  board  of  health  of  the  department  of 
health  of  the  city  of  New  York  held  this  day,  the  secretary  waa 
directed  to  forward  to  the  State  Board  of  Health  a  copy  of  the 
result  of  the  inspection  of  Newtown  creek  now  being  carried  on 
by  the  department  of  health,  and  to  state  that  a  copy  of  the 
same  has  been  to-day  forwarded  to  Hon.  Theodore  Roosevelt, 
gOTemor  of  the  state  of  New  York,  in  accordance  with  the  terms 
of  a  resolution  offered  by  Dr.  A.  H.  Doty  and  adopted  by  the 
State  Board  of  Health  at  its  meeting  held  February  23, 1899. 

Very  respectfully, 

O.  GOLDEMAN, 
Secretary  pro  tern. 

The  following  is  an  excerpt  from  the  rejwrt  of  Charles  P. 
Roberts,  M.  D.,  sanitary  superintendent  of  the  department  of 
health,  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1898. 

Newtowk  Creek 

Prior  to  the  establishment  of  the  board  of  health  of  the  city 
of  New  York,  as  it  is  at  present  constituted,  Newtown  creek  and 
the  various  offensive  trade  factories  adjacent  thereto,  causing  to 
a  great  extent  the  nuisance  which  exists,  known  as  the  Newtown 
creek  nuisances,  was  under  the  control  of  two  governing  bodies, 
the  department  of  health  of  the  city  of  Brooklyn  having  control 
of  those  factories,  etc.,  on  the  southwesterly  or  Brooklyn  side, 
and  the  State  Board  of  Health  having  control  of  the  factories 
and  waters  adjacent  thereto  on  the  northwesterly  side,  which  was 
in  the  county  of  Queens. 

The  16th  annual  report  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  con- 
tains a  report  of  one  of  the  inspectors  at  that  time  attached  to 
the  department  of  health  of  the  ciy  of  Brooklyn,  who,  in  a  re- 
port to  the  New  York  State  Board  of  Health  under  date  of  Decern- 
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ber  30,  1895,  states  that  the  offensive  trade  factories  adjacent  to 
Kewtown  creek  numbered  28,  as  follows: 

Preston  Fertilizer  CJompany, 

Kings  County  Oil  Works, 

Queens  County  Oil  Works, 

American  Reduction  Company's  Garbage  Disposal  Plant, 

J.  Rosenberg, 

Nichols  Chemical  Works, 

Beed  Fertilizer  Company, 

W.  Hoefner, 

Peter  Cooper  Glue  Factory,  ^ 

Atlantic  Carbon  Works,  '  ■       \ 

Moller  &  Company, 

Van  Idersitein  Brothers, 

Acme  Fertilizer  Company, 

Wissel's  Dead  Animal  Wharf, 

Night  Soil  Boat, 

De  Muth  Glass  Works, 

Columbia  Distilling  Company, 

Suttle  Brothers, 

Eastern  Distilling  Company, 

Haberman  Manufacturing  Company, 

United  States  and  Canada  Degreasing  Syndicate, 

Hobinson  Brothers, 

E.  V.  Crandall  Company, 

Funk  Brothers, 

Kalbfleisch  Chemical  Works, 

Equity  Gas  Works, 

William  Knapgman, 

Greenpoint  Chemical  Works, 

He  reports  also  that  the  manure  barges  and  discharge  of  sew- 
age from  the  sewers  of  the  city  of  Brooklyn  add  to  the  nuisances 
existing. 

I  am  unable  to  find  any  later  reports  in  regard  to  Newtown 
cn^ek,  either  in  the  report  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  or  the 
rei)ort  of  the  department  of  health  of  the  city  of  Brooklyn. 
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At  the  time  of  the  organizatton  of  the  present  board  of  healtB 
of  the  city  of  New  York,  on  January  1, 1898,  Newtown  creek  and 
the  nuisances  pertaining  to  the  same  came  under  the  control  of 
the  board  of  health  of  the  city  of  New  York. 

As  sanitary  superintendent  of  the  department  of  health  I  pef« 
0onally  inspected  Newtown  creek  and  the  adjacent  premises  once 
OP  twice  a  month  during  the  year  1898,  and  found  the  facts  to  ba 
as  follows: 

Newtown  creek  is  an  arm  of  the  "East  river  which  forms  part 
of  the  boundary  line  between  the  boroughs  of  Brooklyn  and 
Queens.  It  extends  for  about  one  mile  and  a  half  from  the  East 
river  in  a  southwesterly  direction.  It  is  a  tortuous  stream  and 
for  a  portion  of  its  extent  is  bulkheaded  on  either  side.  The  flow 
of  water  through  the  same  is  at  all  times  sluggish.  For  years  the 
effluent  and  debris  from  the  many  factories  situated  adjacent  to 
it  and  the  sewage  from  the  streets  of  the  boroughs  of  Brooklyn 
and  Queens  flow  into  the  stream  and  this,  with  the  natural  de- 
posit which  takes  place,  and  which  is  not  carried  out  by  the  tidal 
flow,  is  deposited'  in  the  bed  of  the  creek  and  on  the  meadows 
adjacent  thereto. 

This  condition  renders  Newtown  creek  a  nuisance  of  itself. 
The  most  prolific  source  of  the  increase  of  this  nuisance  is  the 
discharge  into  the  same  of  the  sewage  from  the  Provost,  Jewell 
and  Huron  street  sewers,  and  the  Grand  street  and  Metropolitan 
avenue  sewers. 

Public  Sewers 

On  May  6, 1898, 1  forwarded  to  the  Board  of  Health  a  rei>ort  as 
follows: 

"  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  April  4,  189?,  I  inspected 
in  the  borough  of  Brooklyn,  formerly  Greenpoint,  a  section  of 
land  irregular  in  shape  situated  between  Greenpoint  avenue^ 
Newell  street,  Norman  and  Kingsland  avenues.  This  is  low  tide- 
water land  the  surface  of  which  is  covered  by  offensive  mud.  A 
IK>rtion  of  the  same  has  been  filled  in  with  ashoe,  refuse,  etc., 
and  said  filling  in  has  been  improperly  done,  leaving  pools  of 
stagnant  water,  all  of  which  is,  in  spring  high  tides,  flooded  with 
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water  from)  Newtown  creek,  an  inlet  of  East  river,  the  water  of 
which  is  never  fully  changed  and  is  of  itself  offensive  in  char- 
acter. 

^^The  land  under  these  conditions  emits  foul  and  offensive 
odors,  which  endanger  the  lives  of  the  occupants  of  adjoining 
premises.  This  nuisance  is  further  augmented  by  the  fact  that 
three  of  the  street  sewers  of  the  borough  of  Brooklyn  discharge 
their  contents  over  this  low  land. 

^'  The  Humboldt  street  sewer,  36  inches  in  diameter,  discharges 
on  the  northerly  side  of  Norman  avenue  in»to  a  channel  left  be- 
tween the  refuse  dumped.  Thirty  yards  to  the  north  the  sewer 
from  Norman  avenue  discharges  into  the  same  channel  at  an 
angle  of  60°.  About  1000  feet  to  the  northwest  the  30-inch  egg- 
shaped  Meserole  avenue  sewer  discharges  its  contents  over  the 
surface  of  the  land. 

"  This  discharge  of  refuse,  animal  and  vegetable  matter,  mixed 
with  night  soil  and  sewage,  is  distributed  over  this  land,  the 
liquid  portion  of  the  same  emptying  partially  into  Newtown 
creek. 

"  During  the  summer  season  the  odor  that  is  emitted  from  the 
same  is  almost  indescribable  and  can  be  observed  for  a  long  dis- 
tance from  the  land. 

"  The  action  of  sulphuretted  hydrogen,  which  is  generated  from 
these  deposits,  causes  the  houses  painted  with  white  lead  to  be- 
come black,  due  to  the  formation  of  sulphide  of  lead. 

"The  total  discharge  from  these  sewers  drains  an  area  of  a 
square  mile  of  the  borough  of  Brooklyn. 

"The  conditions  herein  described  are  prejudicial  to  the  lives 
and  health  of  the  occupants  of  adjacent  premises. 

"The  proper  manner  to  abate  that  portion  of  the  nuisance 
caused  by  the  discharges  of  sewers  on  this  land  is  the  construotioii 
of  street  sewers  from  the  sewer  openings  to  the  tide-water. 

"  It  was  contemplated  by  the  authorities  in  Brooklyn  to  abate 
this  nuisance,  in  compliance  with  chapter  998  of  the  laws  of  1896, 
state  of  New  York,  entitled  *  To  provide  for  the  abatement  and 
prevention  of  nuisances  in  and  about  Newtown  creek.'    This  act 
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warn  passed  by  the  Legislature  in  order  that  proper  sewers  might 
be  constructed  to  drain  this  and  adjacent  portions  of  the  borough 
of  Brooklyn  to  the  East  river,  and  in  accordance  with  the  same, 
plans  and  specifications  were  prepared  to  construct  a  large  -trunk 
eewer  in  Huron  street,  emptying  into  the  East  river,  with  smaller 
sewers  connecting  with  the  same  on  Provofft  and  Jewell  streets. 

"  Subsequently  the  authorities  in  Brooklyn  set  in  motion  pro- 
ceedings, in  compliance  with  the  foregoing  law,  for  the  opening 
of  Provost  street.  Commissioners  were  duly  appointed  by  the 
supreme  court  for  such  purpose,  and  thereafter  the  board  of  alder- 
men rescinded  the  permission  heretofore  granted.  Proceedings 
were  then  held  in  abeyance,  and  no  further  action  taken. 

"A  communication  on  or  about  April  11,  1898,  was  forwarded 
to  the  Hon.  Almet  F.  Jenks,  assistant  corporation  counsel  in 
charge  of  the  borough  of  Brooklyn,  as  follows: 

" '  Dear  Sir— A  serious  nuisance  exists  in  your  borough  by  rea- 
son of  certain  sewers  discharging  over  the  lowlands  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Newtown  creek.  The  board  here  proposes  to  take  im- 
mediate  action  looking  to  the  abatement  of  the  nuisance.  It  is 
reported  that  this  can  be  done  only  by  the  construction  of  addi- 
tional sewers  discharging  into  the  East  river,  as  by  a  recent  act 
they  cannot  discharge  into  Newtown  creek. 

"  '  I  am  informed  that  during  the  administration  of  your  prede- 
cessor proceedings  were  taken  in  the  supreme  court  to  have  a 
certain  street  declared  open  and  that  commissioners  were  ap- 
pointed, but  just  how  far  the  proceedings  were  conducted  I  have 
been  unable  to  ascertain. 

"  *  It  seems  the  diflSculty  is  with  Provost  street,  between  Paidge 
avenue  and  Greenpoint  avenue,  and  just  as  soon  as  this  part  of 
the  street  is  opened  the  work  can  be  consummated. 

"  *  Will  you  be  good  enough  to  let  me  know  how  the  proceed- 
ings stand  and  the  facts  in  relation  thereto,  or  what  remains  to 
be  done  on  the  part  of  the  city  before  the  right  exists  to  construct 
these  sewers,  as  the  board  wish  to  see  that  the  sewers  are  con- 
structed without  further  delay. 

"  *  Hbnky  Stbinbrt, 

"  ^AasisUint  corporation  counseV 
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"  On  May  5,  1898,  the  following  reply  was  received  from  Mr, 
Jenks:  '    '  i     ^     ;     f 

"  '  Dear  Sir — ^Your  commanicatlon  of  the  11th  ult.  in  relation 
to  the  opening  of  Provost  street  in  this  borough  was  fljuly 
received. 

" '  I  have  investigated  the  matter  and  find  that  proceedings, 
were  instituted  to  open  Pnovoet  street  and  that  the  resolution 
in  relation  to  this  matter  was  rescinded  by  the  common  council 
of  the  city  of  Brooklyn  on  the  19th  day  of  July,  1897.  Under  the 
decision  in  Palmer  vs.  City  of  Brooklyn,  146  N.  Y.  379,  I  am  of 
the  opinion  that  the  proceedings  were  discontinued.  It  seems 
to  me  that  it  will  be  necessary  to  begin  proceedings  to  oi)en  Pro- 
vost street  under  the  new  charter. 

"  *  Almbt  P.  Jenks, 

"  ^  AasiaUint  corporation  counseV 

^^  It  is  apparent  from  the  foregoing  opinion  of  the  assistant 
corporation  counsel  for  the  borough  of  Brooklyn  that  no  relief  to 
existing  nuisances  can  be  had  under  said  proceedings. 

"  In  view  of  the  serious  nature  of  the  nuisances  existing  at  the 
aforesaid  premises,  and  the  danger  to  the  lives  of  the  occupants 
of  adjacent  premises,  I  respectfully  recommend  that  the  depart- 
ment of  public  improvements  of  the  city  of  New  York  be  re- 
quested by  the  Board  of  Health  to  take  such  action  and  measures 
as  they  shall  deem  proper  to  abate  said  nuisance. 

"  Chas.  F.  Roberts,  M.  D., 

"  Sanitary  superintendent.** 

On  November  5,  1898,  I  forwarded  a  report  from  the  assistant 
sanitary  superintendent  of  the  borough  of  Brooklyn,  as  follows: 

"  I  have  the  honor  to  report  as  follows  in  regard  to  the  nuisance 
caused  by  the  discharge  of  sewage  from  the  Grand  street  and 
Metropolitan  avenue  sewers  of  the  borough  of  Brooklyn  into  the 
canal  emptying  into  Newtown  creek: 

**  The  area  drained  by  these  sewers  is  bounded  by  Metropolitan, 
Maspeth  and  Buehwick  avenues,  Olive,  Ten  Eyck,  Waterbury, 
Maujer  and  Grand  streets. 
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"  Tbe  Grand  street  eewer  is  a  30-inch  brick  sewer;  the  Metro- 
politan is  an  18-iDch  pipe  sewer.  A  short  distance  from  the  canal 
these  two  sewers  unite  and  discharge  into  the  oreek  at  the  Grand 
street  bridge. 

"  The  population  of  the  area  drained  is  about  5000  persons, 
based  upon  the  last  registry  of  voters.  Calculated  from  the 
iusual  quantity  and  quality  of  sewage  of  American  cities,  one- 
half  ton  of  solid  material  would  be  discharged  into  this  canal 
•daily  from  this  area. 

"  This  material  is  discharged  into  this  canal,  which  is  a  stag- 
nating arm  of  Newtown  creek  about  150  feet  wide  at  a  point 
about  3200  feet  from  its  junction  with  the  creek  proper.  A  por- 
tion of  this  canal  is  bulkheaded,  but  for  the  most  of  its  distance 
it  flows  through  marshy  ground  which  is  flooded  during  high 
tide.  He  suspended  solids  in  the  sewage,  a  black,  putrefying 
material  forms  and  deposits  on  the  surface  of  these  marshes,  and 
during  the  summer  months  emits  foul  and  offensive  odors,  which 
are  carried  by  the  winds  into  the  densely  populated  portions  of 
this  borough. 

^'The  waters  of  the  canal  are  black  and  .putrefying,  sulphuretted 
hydrogen  escaping  in  large  amounts  therefrom;  its  presence  is 
manifested  at  a  distance  of  more  than  a  mile  from  the  creek  by 
characteristic  discoloration  of  lead  paints.  Incoming  tides  carry 
the  sewage  up  the  canal  above  the  Grand  street  bridge,  where  it 
also  deposits  and  putrefies. 

*'  In  the  year  1895  plans  were  prepared  and  approved  for  a  sys- 
tem of  sewers  to  drain  a  portion  of  the  18th  ward,  north  of 
Grand  street  and  along  Newtown  creek.  A  sewer  was  to  have 
been  constructed  along  Morgan  avenue,  intercepting  the  Grand 
street  and  Metropolitan  avenue  sewers,  and  discharging  into  a 
large  trunk  sewer,  12  feet  in  diameter,  on  Johnson  avenue. 

*'  This  plan  if  carried  out,  would  have  relieved  the  creek  of  this 
drainage. 

"In  the  proceedings  for  the  opening  of  Morgan  avenue  diffi- 
culties were  encountered  which  led  to  the  abandonment  of  the 
plan. 
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^  Tbei  opening  of  Morgan  ayenne  and  the  conetniction  of  a  Aewer 
connecting  the  Metropolitan  ayenne  and  Grand  street  sewers  with 
the  12-foot  trunk  sewer  on  Johnson  avenue  is,  in  my  opinioo,  the 
proper  means  of  abating  the  nuisance  caused  by  the  discharge  of 
•ewage  from  the  Grand  street  and  Metropolitan  avenue  seweni 
into  the  canal  emptying  into  Newtown  creek. 

'*  R.  A.  Black,  M.  D., 
^^Aaaisiant  sanitary  superifUendent.^ 

In  regard  to  the  same  I  reported  as  follows : 

^  Respectfully  forwarded  to  the  board.  The  above  report  shows 
that  if  the  short  connecting  sewer  in  Morgan  avenue  were  con- 
structed, it  would  prevent  the  discharge  of  from  180  to  200  tons 
per  year  of  solid  sewage  matter  into  Newtown  creek  canal. 

**  The  discharge  of  this  amount  of  sewage  into  that  portion  of 
the  canal,  as  shown  on  the  attached  map,  is  one  of  the  greatest 
sources  of  defilement  of  Newtown  creek,  and  owing  to  the  offen- 
sive emanations  from  the  same  cause  sickness  among  the  occu- 
pants of  the  houses  in  this  vicinity,  and  I  respectfully  recommend 
that  a  copy  of  this  report  be  forwarded  to  the  commissioner  of 
sewers,  with  the  request  that  means  be  taken  at  once  to  have 
Morgan  avenue  opened,  and  the  sewer  connecting  the  Grand  street 
and  Metropolitan  avenue  sewer  with  the  Johnson  avenue  sew^ 

constructed. 

"  Chas.  F.  Roberts,  M.  D., 

"  Sanitary  superintendent^^ 

Up  to  the  present  time  no  action  has  been  taken  by  the  depart- 
ment of  sewers,  as,  owing  to  legal  delays,  portions  of  the  streets 
mentioned  in  above  report  have  not  been  opened  and  the  sewers 
have  not  been  constructed. 

Oppensivb  Trade  Factories 

Constant  and  persistent  efforts  have  been  made  during  the 
entire  year  to  have  the  offensive  trade  factories  situated  upon  the 
border  of  the  creek  placed  in  such  a  condition  that,  although  the 
commercial  interests  of  the  city  of  New  York  shall  not  be  Inter- 
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fered  with,  the  nulBances  which  have  existed  there  shall  be 
abated. 

The  creek  and  adjacent  property  being  in  two  boroughs  of  the 
city  of  New  York, I  have  personally  superintended  the  inspections, 
and  the  compl^nts  and  reports  and  recommendations  to  the 
Board  for  orders  have  been  made  directly  under  my  supervisionu 

Complaints  in  detail  were  made  in  regard  to  all  offensive  trade 
factories  found  to  exist,  special  attention  being  given  to  those  in 
the  list  published  in  the  reports  of  the  State  Board  of  Health. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  one  of  the  complaints  forwarded, 
which  will  serve  as  a  type  of  all: 

"  Said  premises  consist  of  a  (*  *  *)  of  which  (•  *  •)  are 
owners,  and  in  violation  of  sections  99  and  100  of  the  Sanitary 
code,  were  found  in  a  condition  dangerous  to  life  and  detrimental 
to  health,  for  the  following  reasons: 

''That  the  bones  stored  at  said  premises  omit  offensive  odors; 
that  during  the  process  of  filling  retorts  with  bones  very  offensive 
odors  are  emitted. 

"  That  the  open  wells,  used  for  receiving  the  products  of  con- 
densation from  retorts,  permit  the  escape  into  the  open  air  of 
offensive  odors. 

"  That  the  saturating  tub  and  connections  leak,  allowing  the 
escape  of  offensive  odors,  resembling  burning  bone. 

"That  the  concentration  vat  for  the  recovery  of  sulphate  of 
ammonia  gives  off  vapors  charged  with  offensive  odors  of  an  ex- 
tremely penetrating  character. 

*'  That  the  hood  for  confining  the  vapors  arising  from  the  con* 
centration  vat  is  faulty  in  construction,  leaking  at  every  joint. 
This  permits  the  escape  of  offensive  vapors  and  odors  from  the 
vat. 

"  That  the  condensor  for  destroying  the  vapors  and  odors  from 
the  concentration  vat  and  hood  is  faulty  in  construction,  per- 
mitting the  escape  of  offensive  odors  into  the  open  air. 

"  That  large  quantities  of  bone  black  dust  are  discharged  into 
the  open  air  during  the  progress  of  crushing. 

"  That  during  the  process  of  acidifying  bone  black  dust  and 
tankage,  sulphurous  acid  fumes  of  a  very  offensive  character  are 
emitted.  \li  ^ 
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"  That  the  receiving  shed  and  conTeyop  for  butchers'  refuse  is 
filthj  and  in  an  oflFenaiTe  condition.  The  discharge  of  refuse 
water  and  steam  in  the  digester  at  frequent  intervals  during  the 
cooking  through  the  blower  into  a  small,  inadequate  water  con- 
denser, i>ermit6  the  escape  into  the  oi>en  air  of  foul  and  ofltensiTe 
odors. 

"  The  discharge  of  the  waste  liquor  from  the  grease  vats  and 
digesters  into  Newtown  creek  is  a  serious  nuisance. 

"  Becommend  that  the  nuisance  caused  by  the  manufacture  of 
(•  •  •)  by  the  (*  *  *)  be  abated ;  or  the  manufacture  of  {*  *  *) 
at  said  premises  be  discontinued." 

Large  number  of  complaints  of  this  character  were  made,  and 
orders  of  the  Board  of  Health  issued  to  abate  the  nuisance  com- 
plained of.  In  some  cases  the  orders  have  been  complied  with  in 
full, and  a  permit  to  continue  the  manufacturing  business  engaged 
in  has  been  granted  by  the  Board.  In  others  the  work  of  making 
improvements  called  for  is  still  in  progress. 

In  other  cases  nothing  has  been  done,  and  I  purpose  in  the 
near  future  to  recommend  to  the  Board,  in  cases  where  the  full 
requirements  of  the  Board  of  Health  have  not  been  complied 
with,  that  an  order  be  issued  declaring  the  said  premises  a  public 
nuisance,  and  that  said  offensive  trade  factories  be  closed. 

As  a  result  of  this  active  work  on  the  part  of  the  department 
of  health  during  the  past  year  the  number  of  offensive  trade! 
factories  in  the  locality  adjacent  to  Newtown  creek  have  been 
very  much  reduced,  and  their  condition  and  the  character  of  the 
work  performed  in  each  is  as  follows: 

No  Nuisance;  Have  Permit 

Queens  County  Oil  Works,  manufacturing  paraffine,  oils,  etc., 
from  crude  petroleum. 

Preston  Fertilizer  Works,  manufacturing  fertilizer. 

Van  Iderstein  Bros.,  manufacturing  tallow,  scrap,  etc. 

Eastern  Distilling  Company,  manufacturing  spirits  and  yeast. 

United  States  and  Canada  Degreasing  Works,  extracting 
grease  from  hides  before  tanning. 

J,  Bosenberg,  manufacturing  tallow,  scrap,  etc. 

Bone  &  FlejQuafe  manufacturing  coal  oil  from  crude  petroleum. 
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Acme  Fertilizer  Company,  mannfactnring  bone  black,  ammo- 
nium sulphate  and  fertilizer. 

Nichols  Chemical  Works,  manufacturing  acids,  chemicals,  etc. 
Order  on  Premises;  At  Work,  New  Appliances  Being  Added 

Reed  Fertilizer  Works,  manufacturing  fertilizer. 

L.  I.  Agricultural  Company,  manufacturing  fertilizer. 

Peter  Cooper  Glue  Works,  manufacturing  glue. 

Order  on  Premises;  In  Suit 

MoUer  &  Company,  manufacturing  bone  black,  ammonium  sul- 
phate and  fertilizer. 
Suttle  Bros.,  tannery. 
Wm.  Marshall  Paper  Company,  manufacturing  paper. 

Temporarily  Closed;  No  Nuisance  at  Present 

Columbia  Distilling  Company,  manufacturing  alcohol  from 
molasses. 

Night  Soil  Boat  and  Dead  Animal  Wharf 

At  times  of  inspection  throughout  the  year  the  night  soil  boat 
and  dead  animal  wharf  have  been  found  in  good  sanitary  condi- 
tion, and  no  cause  found  for  artion  on  the  part  of  the  Boai*d  of 
Health. 

Albany,  March  10,  1899 

C.  Golderman,  k>eertiarii  Department  of  Health,  New  York: 

Dear  Sir — 1  am  in  receipt  of  your  communication  of  the  Hth 
lui^tant,  endo«ing  a  copy  of  the  result  of  the  inspection  of  New 
town  creek  now  being  i-arried  on  by  your  department,  and  note 
your  statement  that  a  copy  of  the  same  has  been  forwarded  by 
your  department  to  Hon.  Theodore  Rooaevelt,  governor  of  the 
state  of  New  York,  in  accordance  with  the  terras  of  a  resolution 
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offered  by  Dr.  A.  11.  Duly  aud  adopted  b.y  the  ^tate  Board  of 
Health  at  its  meeting  held  February  23,  181)9. 

Very  respectfully, 

BAXTER  T.  SMELZEB, 

Secretary 


BARREN  ISLAND  INDUSTRIES 


Nbw  York,  Jtmuary  9,  1900 

Baxts)r  T.  Smb^lzetr,  Secretary  State  Board  of  Health,  Albanyy 
N.  7.: 

Dear  Sir — ^The  season  of  1899  at  Barren  island  was  notable 
mainly  as  being  the  test  of  the  efficiency  of  the  Arnold  system  of 
disposing  of  the  garbage  of  the  city  of  New  York. 

Extensive  and  costly  sanitary  improvements  were  completed 
previous  to  the  beginning  of  the  summer  season,  and  the  capacity 
was  ample,  96  digesters  being  in  service; — a  steam  plant  equal  to 
any  demand;  press  and  drying  rooms  fully  equipped. 

The  most  important  of  the  impmvements  was  that  for  the  con- 
trol of  the  vapors  escaping  from  the  material  after  being  taken 
fiom  the  digesters,  which  in  previous  years  had'  been  allowed  to 
ee€B!pe  through  the  skylights  and  other  openings  into  the  outer 
air. 

This  improvement,  which  has  been  explained  in  detail  in  a 
previous  report,  was  largely  a  success;  the  building  was  kept 
closed  and  none  of  the  vapors  escaped,  except  that  which  failed 
of  condensation,  which  was  very  little,  except  when  the  supply  of 
water  was  short,  which  was  sometimes  the  case  in  the  early  part 
of  the  season  before  the  new  water  supply  system  was  completed. 

This  system,  which*  was  also  a  very  costly  improvement,  was 
the  next  in  importance;  it  insures  an  abundance  of  water  in  every 
part  of  the  plant  at  aJil  times.  Ail  the  condensers  connected  with 
the  digesters  were  duplicated*,  so  that  if,  for  any  reason,  one 
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should  fail  to  do  its  work,  connection  could  be  miade  immediately 
with  its  substitute. 

The  most  serious  mis*hap  of  the  season  occurred  in  August,  a 
strike  among  the  men  in  the  press  rooms  causing  an  interruption 
i»f  the  work  and  a  considerable  accumulation  of  garbage. 
When  the  difl8culty  was  settled'  the  work  was  forced  necessarily, 
two  ecow6  being  often  unloaded  at  one  time;  the  material  being 
in  a  state  of  partial  decomposition  was,  of  course,  most  offensive, 
and  the  result  was  what  might  have  been  expected.  Fortunately 
the  wind  at  this  time  was  almost  continuously  south  of  east,  aHl 
of  the  nearby  resorts  thereby  escaping;  but  the  people  traveling 
between  Brooklyn  and  the  Coney  island  resorts  and  those  reside 
ing  in  that  sparsely  settled  district  were  not  so  fortunate. 

This  is  the  first  season  since  we  have  had  an  inspector  on  Bar- 
ren island  that  no  complaints  have  been  received  from  Manhattan 
beach. 

During  the  year  a  number  of  letters,  addressed  generally  to 
the  GJovemor,  complaining  of  foul  odors  from  the  island  have 
been  referred  to  our  inspector.  Partly  in  consequence  of  these 
the  inspector  has  made  a  number  of  visits  to  Arverne  and  Rocka- 
way,  interviewing  several  of  the  writers  of  these  letters,  but  more 
especiailly  others,  visitors  as  well  as  residents  of  these  places,  and 
has  found  that  aside  from  members  of  the  "Anti-BaiTen  island 
league,"  there  was  little  or  no  complaint,  even  members  of  the 
"league"  reluctantly  admitted  that  the  odors  were  not  nearly 
as  bad  as  in  previous  years. 

The  inspector  has  also  frequently  visited  the  Ooney  island 
resorts,  Canarsie  and  Bergen  beach,  and  found  none  to  complain 
in  any,  except  at  Bergen  beach,  and  very  little  complaint  .was 
made  there,  the  neart^t  r(v*ort  to  Barren  island. 

It  is  believed  to  be  a  fact  that  with  prompt  coWection  and<  deliv- 
ery of  garbage,  with  the  present  capacity  and  ai>pliances,  that 
the  present  method'  of  disposal  is  adequate  to  the  needs  of  the 
X)eople  of  the  city  of  New  York. 

While  under  centaiu  atiiHm|>heric  conditions  the  odors  from  this 
plant  can  be  detected  at  the  places  from  which  these  complaints 
are  sent,  it  is  so  modified  by  the  appliances  before  mentioned'  that 
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it  is  scarcely  noticeable,  and  i«  not  in  any  way  injuriou«  or  detri- 
memtal  to  health  or  comfort. 

It  is  submitted  that  the  fact  that  the  thousandis  of  well-to-do 
people  who  filled  the  hotels  and  boarding  houses  in  these  places 
remained  there,  many  of  them  during  the  entire  summer  season, 
i^  a  complete  and  final  refutation  of  the  charges  made  in  these 
letters  of  complaint. 

As  to  the  other  establishments  on  the  island,  nothing  but  praise 
can  be  mentioned;  they  are  all  well  managed  and  in  good'  sanitary 
condition. 

During  the  year  I  have  made  weekly  visits  to  the  island  as  a 

rule.    Since  November  1,  I  have  visited  there  about  once  in  10 

days. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ORVILLE  LEWIS, 

Inspector 

Dbpartmbnt  of  Hdalth,  BoRourm  op  Manhattan, 

Third  Division,  Criminal  Court  Building, 

New  York,  April  1,  1899 

To  the  Hon,  Michabl  C.  MuRrnv,  President  of  the  Board  of  Health 
of  the  Department  of  Health  of  the  City  of  Neto  York: 

Sir — On  July  6,  1898,  the  condition  of  the  industries  in  opera- 
tion on  Barren  island  were  such  as  to  still  cause  a  nuisance,  to 
those  living  within  eight  to  ten  miles,  from  the  offensive  odors 
given  off,  and  while  much  had  been  done  to  ameliorate  these 
nuisances,  both  by  the  addition  of  improvements  to  some  of  the 
works,  and  also  by  the  removal  of  others,  notably  that  of  the 
American  fisheries  company,  yet  much  remains  to  l>e  accom- 
plished, for  the  increase  in  the  amount  of  material  treated,  from 
the  rapid  growth  of  our  city,  increased  the  time  during  which 
the  odors  were  given  off. 

It  was  resolved,  therefore,  by  the  present  board  of  health  of 
the  department  of  health  of  this  city  that  steps  be  taken  to  either 
permit  the  industries  to  continue,  pr<)vid(Hl  they  could  be  ho  con- 
structed as  not  to  cause  a  nuisance  of  any  kind,  or,  if  that  was 
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indaetries  now  carried  on  at  Barren  island.  On  Jnly  23  I  in- 
spected the  following  plants: 

New  York  Sanitary  Utilization  Company;  800  tons  of  garbage 
daily  made  into  fertilizer  and  oil. 

P.  White's  Sons:  Horses  and  all  dead  animals,  fish  from  mar- 
kets, hotel  refuse,  and  oflfal  from  slaughterhouses  made  into 
hides,  fertilizer,  oil,  etc. 

E.  J.  McKeeyer:  Horses  and  all  dead  animals  and  offal  made 
into  hides,  fertilizer  and  oil,  etc. 

E.  F.  Ooe  Company:  Fertilizer  made  from  phosphate  rock, 
dried  blood,  dried  fish,  potash  and  sodium  nitrate. 

The  following  is  the  process  employed  in  the  above  mentioned 
plants: 

FiR«T — Nejw  York  Sanitary  Utilization  Company 

The  garbafje  from  scows  is  shovelled  in  conveyer  and  conveyed 
to  difjostor  floor  and  dumped  into  dig(*ster8  through  pipes,  then 
cooked  (d(»|>ending  ujKyn  the  kind  of  garbage)  from  six  to  nine 
hours,  at  GO  to  65  |>ounds  pressure;  then  dropped  to  receiving 
tanks  below  to  make  room  for  refilling,  then  taken  from  receiv- 
ing tanks  to  presses  as  they  can  take  it.  The  oil  is  then  pressed 
out  from  cooked  garbage  for  about  one-half  an  hour,  the  pres- 
sure being  over  250  tons;  after  the  oil  is  pressed  out  of  it  the 
garbage  is  thrown  into  hopper  and  conveyed  to  fioor  above  and 
dumpc^d  into  feed-pipe  to  dryers.  Time  of  drying  depends  on 
kind  of  garbage,  from  one  and  one  half  hours  to  two  and  one-half 
hours.  Temperature  of  feeding  room  on  floor  above  is  91  de- 
grees F.     The  ceiling  of  drying  room  is  110  degrees  F. 

After  drying  the  garbage  is  conveyed  under  ground  to  screen 
house  and  screened  and  packed  in  bags.  The  "pickings"  (tin 
cans,  l>ox(*s,  etc.)  from  scows  are  picked  out  on  conveyers  before 
going  to  digesters.  The  oil  pressed  out  from  cooked  garbage 
runs  from  presses  to  catch  basins  and  oil  is  pumped  off  top  to 
oil  tanks  and  settk*d,  a  little  steam  being  run  in. 

The  water  fix>ni  catch-basin  runs  into  three  effect  evaporators 
and  is  condensiMl;  the  stick  material  remaining  is  pumped  out  and 
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put  into  dryers  with  pressed  ^arbajjje.     Coiideu^iHl  water  runs 
back  into  the  bay. 

The  following  facts  in  relation  to  plant  I  obtained  fiH)m 
W.  E.  Brown,  superintendent:  Full  running  capacity,  2,000  tone 
garbage  daily  (24  hours);  amount  received  at  present  from 
700  to  800  tone  garbage  daily.  Number  of  men  employed 
at  present,  230,  and  460  should  plant  be  obliged  to  run  for  24 
houns. 

The  machinery,  etc.: 

Number  of  digesters 96 

Number  of  presses 24 

Number  of  catch-basins 24 

Numtber  of  evaporators  (3  eflfeot) 1 

Number  of  receiving  tanks 24 

Number  of  engines 4 

Number  of  dryers 20 

Number  of  oil-storage  tanks 9 

Number  of  screens 5 

Number  of  conveyers 2 

Number  of  steam  boilers 14 

The  work  is  carried  on  fiH)m  7  a.  m.  to  5:30  p.  in.,  except  Satur- 
days, when  work  begins  at  6  a.  m. 

The  filling  of  digesters  begins  at  7  a.  m.,  and  each  digesi:er  re- 
quires about  eight  minutes  to  fill.  Each  digester  is  filled 
once  each  day  except  Saturdays,  when  12  are  filled  twice. 
The  last  digester  is  emptied  at  4  p.  m.  They  do  not  work  on  Sun- 
days. 

The  scows  arrived  at  time  of  inspection  at  11  a.  m.,  but  their 
arrival  depends  on  the  tide;  they  come  from  foot  of  Canal^ 
Rutgers,  East  Forty-sixth  and  East  Forty  seventh  sti^eets;  also 
One  Hundred  and  Tt^^nth  street,  borough  of  Manhattan;  and  foot 
of  Ninth  street,  borough  of  Brooklyn.  The  scows  leave  !H>roughs 
of  Manhattan  and  Bi*ooklyn  as  soon  as  they  are  toadied. 

The  material  used  is  the  ordinary  garbage  collected  from 
houses  by  street  cleaning  departments  in  boroughs  of  Manhattan 


104  TwEiNTiBTH  Annual  Rkport  op  the 

and  Brimklyu.  The  entire  process  itM|uireH  about  10  Lours  froui 
time  garbage  is  taken  fivui  schjvvs  until  it  is  converltNl  into  c»il 
and  fertilizer. 

It  never  happens  that  the  scows  cannot  CK>me  down  on  account 
of  storms,  for  in  rough  weather  they  take  what  is  known  as  the 
"inside  course."  The  amount  of  garbage  is  smaller  in  winter 
than  in  summer.    Time  of  transit  from  four  to  six  hours. 

The  gases  and  vapors  from  the  digesters  during  the  cooking 
process  are  condensed  by  being  blown  off  into  an  eight-inch  pipe, 
through  which  water  from  the  bay  is  pumped.    This  water  is  re- 
turned to  the  bay  and  discharged  below  tide-water  15  feet  be- 
yond end  of  wharf  (see  floor  plan).     Smith's  disinfecting  powder 
is  used  about  the  plant  and  sanitas  on  the  scows.    The  latter 
after  unloading  are  washed  with  hot  water  and  sprinkled  with 
sanitas. 

The  process  of  the  evaporation  of  the  water  in  the  catch- 
basins,  after  the  oil  has  been  pumped,  is  as  follows: 

Three  cylinders  of  iron  in  which  are  arranged  a  number  of 
horizontal  brass  pipes,  through  which  steam  is  allowc*d  to  cir- 
culate, are  employed.  The  water  pumped  from  the  catch-basins 
runs  over  these  pipes  and  is  conveyed  into  steam  and  (hen  con- 
densed and  allowed  to  run  to  the  bay  in  a  clean  condition. 

Tlie  uiiiterial  from  the  pressing  remaining  in  the  water  is  left 
behind  (this  is  called  "  stick  ")  and  is  dmwn  from  the  evaporators 
and  mixed  with  garbage  in  the  dryers. 

They  have  no  duplicate  appai'atus  in  case  of  breakdowns,  but 
parts  are  kept  on  hand  to  replace  any  bi*oken.  No  breakdowns 
of  any  account  have  occurred.  A  chain  on  the  conveyers  might 
break,  when  a  new  link  could  be  put  in  in  ten  minutes  without 
shutting  down;  or  a  column  in  the  presses  might  break,  which 
could  be  replaced. 

The  area  for  the  collection  of  garbage  covers  all  of  the  borouj^hs 
of  Manhattan  and  Bi*ooklyn.  The  garbage  is  not  more  than  two 
days  old  when  it  arrives. 

The  capacity  of  the  digesiters  is  eight  tons  each,  or  making  a 
total  of  786  tons. 
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There  are  eight  oil-storage  tanks  in  the  oil  house  and  one 
large  one  outside  with  a  capacity  of  approximately  118,504  gal- 
lons.    The  oil  is  run  fi-oni  storage  tanks  to  barrels  for  shipment. 

Bfxx)nd — P.  Whitb's  Sons 

From  the  boats,  horses,  etc.,  are  hoisted  up  to  the  second  floor. 
The  hides  are  removed  from  the  horses,  which  are  cut  into  six 
pieces  and  put  into  the  digesters  (rendering  tanks)  with  the  ofifal, 
dead  animals,  etc.  The  cooking  is  carried  on  in  winter  from 
eight  to  nine  hours,  and  in  summer  six  hours.  The  oil  is  run  off 
the  tops  of  digesters  and  the  cooked  material  dropped  from  the 
digesters  and  pressed  at  2000  pounds  per  square  inch.  The  oil 
is  run  off  to  catch-basins  and  pumped  from  the  water  and 
bleached  and  stored.  The  pressed  material  is  taken  to  the  dry- 
ers, dried  and  stored. 

The  water  from  the  catch-basins  runs  into  the  bay  at  present, 
as. pump  is  broken;  this  will  be  repaired  in  about  a  week  and 
then  the  water  will  be  evaporated  in  the  same  manner  as  in  the 
New  York  Sanitary  Utilization  Company's  plant. 

The  following  facts  in  relation  to  plant  I  obtained  from  Mr. 
Ford,  superintendent.  Full  running  capacity:  Horses,  800;  offal, 
60  tons;  hotel  refuse,  67-70  tons.  Amount  received  at  present: 
Horses,  40-50;  offal,  practically  none;  fish,  from  5  to  6  tons  daily, 
except  Friday  and  Saturday;  fish,  Friday  and  Saturday,  20-30 
tons;  hotel  refuse,  50  tons.  Number  of  men  employed  at  present, 
61;  at  full  running  capacity,  80. 

The  machinery,  etc.: 

Number  of  digesters 34 

Number  of  presses 2 

Number  of  catch-basins 6 

Number  of  evaporators  (3  effect) 1 

Number  of  engines 1 

Number  of  dryers 4 

Number  of  oil-storage  tanks  6 

Number  of  nteam  boilers 3 


106  TwBNTiErrH  Annual  Report  of  the 

Tbe  work  is  carried  on  from  7  a.  m.  to  5:30  p.  m.  Very  seldoin 
work  overtime. 

The  digesters  are  filled  at  anj  time;  always  cooking  garbage 
from  nine  to  ten  hours.  Four  digesters  are  dropped  at  7  a.  m., 
after  cooking  all  night,  and  the  rest  in  order.  Thej  work  Sun- 
days. 

The  boats  come  in  between  9  a.  m.  and  12  m.  They  come  from 
oflfal  dock  foot  of  East  Thirtieth  street,  leaving  New  York  at 
7  a,  m. 

The  materials  taken  are  dead  horses  and  all  dead  animals, 
fish,  fruit  and  hotel  refuse,  offal  from  slaughter  houses.  The 
entire  process  requires  15  hours  from  time  materials  are  taken 
from  scows  until  they  are  converted  into  oil  and  fertilizer. 

The  boats  are  very  seldom  prevented  from  coming  down ;  only 
once  in  two  years. 

The  uncondensable  gases  and  vapors  from  the  digesters  are 
not  taken  up  by  blow-off  into  water,  but  are  burned  under  boilers 
by  being  passed  through  coal. 

Sanitas  is  used  as  a  disinfectant  in  plant  and  on  boats.  As 
above  stated,  the  water  in  catch-basins  runs  into  bay  while  pump 
is  being  repaired,  which  will  take  about  one  week.  When  the 
repairs  are  completed  the  process  will  be  the  same  as  is  used 
in  the  New  York  Sanitary  Utilization  Company's  plant. 

They  have  no  duplicate  apparatus,  but  Mr.  Ford  told  me  that 
nothing  could  stop  work;  they  might,  however,  stop  for  one-half 
hour. 

The  area  for  collection  covers  the  boroughs  of  Manhattan  and 
the  Bronx. 

The  capacity  of  digesters  is  from  three  to  four  tons  each,  or 
from  102  to  136  tons. 

The  oil-storage  house  has  a  capacity  of  50,000  barrels  of  oil, 
or  about  two  million  gallons. 

The  fish  and  offal  is  sent  down  in  boxes  which,  when  emptied, 
are  whitewashed.    Horse  boat  is  disinfected  with  sanitas. 
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Third — E.  J.  McjKbiovejr 

Horses,  dead  animals,  otfal,  etc.,  are  hoisted  from  lighter  to 
second  floor,  and  the  skins  taken  from  the  horses;  all  the  ma- 
terials are  then  taken  and  put  into  the  digesters,  which  are 
then  sealed  and  cookcnl  from  three  to  four  hours  at  30  to  40  pounds 
steam  preBSure.  '  ?  i  ;  h  #^#| 

The  cooked  materials  are  then  dropped  from  digesters  into 
press  and  pressed  at  1800  pounds  to  square  inch  pressure,  to  re- 
move oil;  the  materials  are  then  dried  in  a  Smith's  jacketed 
dryer,  at  50  pounds  pressure.  It  is  then  screened  through  hand- 
screens  and  screenings  bagged  and  shipped.  The  refuse  from  the 
screenings  is  bur^ed.  The  oil  is  run  off  from  the  top  of  digesters, 
being  blown  into  blow-off  tanks  and  from  there  into  tanks.  The 
evaporation  of  the  water  left  after  the  oil  is  skimmed  off  is  con- 
ducted in  a  Yargan,  three  effect  evaporator,  and  the  process  is 
practically  the  same  as  that  described  above. 

The  oil  is  washed  in  tanks  and  shipped  in  tierces.  The  follow- 
ing facts  in  relation  to  the  plant  I  obtained  from  James  Shackel- 
ton,  superintendent.  Full  running  capacity:  Horses,  300;  tons 
of  offal,  50.  Amount  received  at  present:  Horses,  15-20;  tons 
of  offal,  10-15;  number  of  men  employed  at  present,  20,  which  is 
the  full  number  employed. 

The  machinery,  etc.: 

Number  of  digesters 18 

Number  of  presises 1 

Number  of  evaporators  (3  effect) 1 

Number  of  engines 1 

Number  of  dryers 1 

Number  of  oil-storage  tanks 15 

Number  of  screens  (hand)  4 

Number  of  blow  off  tanks 3 

The  work  is  carried  on  from  6  a.  m.  to  4  p.  m.  The  filling  of 
the  digesters  begins  9  or  10  a,  m.  They  are  filled  once  and  are 
dropped  at  6  p.  m.    They  work  Sundays. 


108  TwHNTiBTH  Annual  Report  op  the 

Tbe  boat  arrives  at  about  0  a.  m.,  and  comes  from  foot  of  Mas- 
peth  avenue,  Newtown  creek;  it  leaves  Brooklyn  between  5  and 
6  a.  nu  The  materials  used  are  dead  horses  and  are  from  the 
borough  of  Brooklyn, 

The  entire  process  requires  about  seven  hours,  and  the  work 
is  finished  at  about  2  p.  m. 

It  never  happens  that  the  boats  cannot  come  down,  for  if  boat 
breaks  down  they  would  charter  another. 

The  gases  and  vapors  from  the  digesters  are  blown  off  into  a 
sealed  tank  and  then  condensed  in  a  jet  condenser.  The  water 
from  the  condenser  goes  into  a  hot  well  and  from  there  into  the 
bay. 

The  disinfectants  used  are  Smith's  and  Pasteur's.  The  process 
of  the  evaporation  of  the  water  from  which  the  oil  is  skimmed 
off  is  practically  the  same  as  that  used  in  the  New  York  Sanitary 
Utilization  Ck)mpany'8  plant  and  P.  White's  Sons. 

The  "  stick "  is  mixed  with  the  pressed  material  and  dried. 
They  have  everything  in  duplicate;  never  had  a  breakdown,  with 
the  exception  of  small  pumps;  did  not  stop  work. 

The  area  covered  by  the  contract  of  this  plant  includes  all  of 
the  borough  of  Brooklyn.     The  materials  come  down  every  day. 

The  capacity  of  the  digester's: 

13  5-ton  digesters 05  tons 

5  10-ton  digesters 50  tons 

Total 115  tons 

TheiH?  are  15  oil-stoi*age  tanks  containing  about  3000  gallons 
each,  or  45,000  gallons  in  all.  Boxes  for  offal  when  empty  are 
washed  and  disinfected  every  day. 

Fourth— E.  P.  Ooe  Company 

The  materials  used  in  this  plant  are  Charleston  phosphate 
rock,  dried  lish  scraps,  cured  horse  meat,  dried  blooil,  potash  and 
a  little  sodium  nil  rate.  The  rmk  is  ground  to  the  (ineucss  of 
flour  in  rock  mills;  the  other  materials  are  also  ground  in  phos 
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pbate  mills  and  mixed  in  varying  proportions.  This  mixture  is 
then  heated  with  sulphuric  acid.  The  treating  with  sulphuric 
acid  is  done  in  a  mixing  pan  eight  feet  in  diameter.  This  pan 
is  enclosed  in  a  tight  room,  the  gases  are  drawn  up  bj  means  of 
a  seven-foot  blower.  These  vapors  are  forced  by  the  blower  in 
the  lower  part  of  the  chamber,  32  x  82  x  10.  As  the  gases  rise 
they  ore  caught  by  a  spray  of  water;  this  water  runs  through  a 
pipe  out  into  the  bay  below  low  water.  All  of  the  work  is  done 
between  the  first  of  October  and  the  end  of  May,  and  the  fertil- 
izer is  stored  until  wanted  for  shipment.  Before  shipping  the 
fertilizer  is  remilled  and  bagged.  All  of  the  animal  products 
are  cured  and  dried,  so  that  there  is  no  rendering  on  the  premises. 

The  following  facts  in  relation  to  the  plant  I  obtained  from 
Williami  Mullin,  superintendent: 

At  full  running  capacity  they  turn  out  300  tons  of  fertilizer 
in  10  hours.  Number  of  men  employed  at  piieeent,  50.  'About 
100  when  plant  is  running.  The  50  men  now  employed  are  mak- 
ing repairs  and  filling  small  orders. 

The  machinery,  etc.: 

Number  of  engines  (500  horse-power) 1 

Number  of  phosphate  mills 3 

Number  of  rock  mills  3 

Number  of  mixing-pans 1 

Number  of  conveyers 10 

Number  of  screens 3 


a: 


The  work  is  carried  on  from  7  a.  m.  to  5:30  p.  m.  They  do  not 
work  Sundays,  except  in  case  of  breakdowns. 

The  boats  bringing  materials  come  at  diflferent  times.  All 
machinery  is  in  duplicate  in  case  of  breakdown.  The  repairs 
necessary  are  made  during  the  suiuni^^r,  when  the  works  are 
shut  down.     Never  bad  a  breakdown  that  delayed  them  12  hours. 

The  fertilizer  can  be  piH>d.uied  in  48  hours,  but  is  an  inferior 
article,  and  six  montiho  is  i*equiired  to  pixxliuee  a  high  grade. 

They  now  use  pure  sulphuric  acid  and  not  sludge  acid,  and  this 
acts  as  a  dnsinfectant. 
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RECOMME!M>ATIONt:; 

Nhw  York  Sanitary  Utilization  Company 

The  ofifenfiiye  odors  discharged  from  the  plant  of  this  company 
are  from  three  sonrcesi,  vi«.: 

A.  Odors  from  untreated*  garbage. 

B.  Odors  from  treatment  of  garbage. 

C.  Odors  from  one  of  the  finished  products  (fertilizer). 

(A)  The  odors  from  untreated  garbage  ai^ise — 

First — From  the  garbage  on  the  scows  at  docks  during  its 
transferal  to  the  elevators. 

Second — The  raising  of  the  garbage  to  the  upi)er  floor  where 
the  digesters  are  located^.  The  open  windows  cause  currents  of 
air  to  pass  through  the  building,  and  the  upper  floors  being  the 
warmest  cause  an  updraugbt,  as  in  the  uxKjast  of  a  mine. 

The  odors  of  untreated  garbage  are  in  this  way  carried  to  the 
highest  elevation  of  the  building,  the  hot  air  carries  it  still  higher 
outside  and  iii  this  way  permits  the  transmittance  of  the  odors 
to  the  maximum  ddstance,  depending  upon  the  height  of  the 
barometer,  the  temperature  of  the  air  and  the  velocity  and  direc- 
tion of  the  wind  and  rainfall. 

(B)  The  odors  of  the  garbage  during  the  process  of  manufac- 
ture— 

First — ^These  odors  are  due  to  the  filling  of  the  digesters 
whereby  a  certain  amount  of  hot  vapor  is  given  off,  and  scrajm 
falling  on  top  of  the  digesters  become  heated  and  charred'  by  con- 
tact with  the  hot  surfaces. 

Second — ^The  odore  arising  from  the  emptying  of  the  digesters. 

Third — The  oclors  arising  from  the  pressing  of  the  digested 
garbage,  and  in  general  from  any  leak,  or  from  carelessness  of 
the  employees;  although  this  latter  cause  is,  in  my  opinion,  re- 
duced to  a  minimum  under  the  present  superintendient,  a  Mr. 
Brown. 

All  of  these  odors  under  section  B  are  those  of  treated  or  -par- 
tially  treated  garbage,  and  different  from  that  of  the  untreated; 
not  as  offensive,  and  characteristic  of  the  burning  of  any  refuse 
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of  this  nature,  and  having  a  decided)  odor  of  oaiumel.  It  ie  not 
carried  as  far  from  ttie  works  a«  odors  arising  from  garbage  un- 
treated. 

(O)  The  od'ors  arising  from  the  grinding,  sifting  and  bagging  of 
the  pressed)  and  dHed  matedals  escaping  from  the  windows  and 
doors  of  the  fertiMzer  house.  Thds  fertilizer  ia  of  a  very  light 
mature,  fimely  divided!  and  flocculent;  and  carried  by  a  suitable 
wind,  particularly  during  dry  weather,  to  a  distan'ce  of  many  miles 
(I  should  say  10  was  certainly  not  the  maximum  distance),  and 
each  little  particle  will  give  off  offensive  odors  for  an  indefinite 
period  so  long  as  it  remains  in  a  dry  condition. 

Such  being  the  nuisances  caused,  the  next  step  is  the  remedy, 
if  any;  and  in  my  judgment  it  is  possible  and  practical  to  con- 
duct the  business  in  a  manner  entirely  sanitary  and  without  the 
discharge  of  any  offensive  odors  whatever,  as  foll'ows: 

First — The  untreated  garbage  must  be  so  taken  from  the 
scows  and  placed  upon  the  elevators  as  not  to  come  in  contact 
with  the  outsadte  air.  That  is,  the  scows  must  be  floated  under 
a  flihed,  oir  drawn  up  by  a  marine  railway  under  a  shed  so  that 
no  odors  cam  escape. 

Second — The  plant  itself  must  have  all  openings  and  windows 
dosed,  and  the  air  required  driven  into  the  room  by  suitable  fans 
or  blowers. 

Thirds — The  air  being  drawn  off  in  a  similar  way,  discharging 
intH)  a  scrubber  or  scrubbers  provided  with  large  quantities  of 
waiter,  greatly  in  excess  of  the  theoretical  amount ;  said  water  to 
be  charged  with  some  deodorizer,  preferably  hypochlorite  of  soda, 
wihidi  can  be  made  from  the  sea  water  of  the  bay.  The  effluent 
being  discharged  under  the  waters  of  the  bay  at  a  point  below 
low  tide  by  means  of  suitable  pumps,  and  all  fans,  blowers, 
pumps,  scrubbers  and  apparatus  necessary  for  the  purpose  above 
mentioned  be  erected  or  placed  in  dliplicaite,  so  that  the  breaking 
down  of  one  set  will  not  cause  a  nuisance  from  the  consequent 
lack  of  contml  which  would  i*esult  if  only  one  set  were  to  be  em- 
ployed. 
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An  experience  of  some  15  years  in  dealing:  wilh  just  siicb 
problems  a«  the  one  under  eoneideraition,  for  this  djepartTttent,  has 
shown  me  ronrluFdvely  that  when  any  operation  is  carried  on 
whic'h  i«  offenwive  on  a)CcH>unt  of  odors  produced',  no  w>^1eni  of 
CMimienseips  or  appHiawes  to  take  aiwiay  andi  deodm'i/^*  offensive 
gases  is  adecjua'te,  if  the  buiMin^  or  rmmi  in  whiich  such  oiK'ra- 
tion«  are  carried  on  is  not  air-tight  and  supplied  with  suitable 
fans  or  bldwers  to — 

Piret — Force  what  air  le  necessary  into  said  building  or  room, 
and  > 

'Second' — ^To  draw  off  the  air  from  the  same.  It  is  necessary  to 
have  suitable  condlensers,  etc.,  but  if  the  bulldang  itself  ha®  direct 
connection  with  the  outside  air,  any  leak  or  break  in  the  ap{)aratu8 
must  become  a  source  of  nuisance,  as  will  alsio  offensive  material 
awaiting  treatmenit, 

Again  it  Is  always  necessary  to  pass  gases  not  condiensable, 
in  ordier  to  decompose  them  into  odorless*  compounds,  through  a 
bed  of  red-hot  coals  and  not  over  them. 

The  transportation  of  the  garbage  is  a  matter  of  great  im- 
]>ortance  during  the  hot  w^eather;  and  the  present  form  of  boat 
is  not  suitable.  A  boat  should  be  used'  no  larger  than  is  neces- 
sary to  hold  the  amount  of  garbage  brought  to  it  dturing 
12  hours  or  at  the  most  18  hours,  and  should  be  so  constructed, 
as  to  dose  in  a  reasonably  tight  manner,  and  the  air  outlets  sealed 
by  a  water  seal  of,  say  one  to  two  inches,  containing  deodorizers. 
The  garbage  should  be  d€k>dorized  as  it  is  placed'  in  the  boat,  and 
during  its  passage  to  Barren  island  should  have  deodorizers 
thrown  upon  it  if  it  is  found  necesBary.  The  result  would  be 
that  the  garbage  would  arrive  at  the  is.landi  in  a  fresh  and  sanitary 
condition  so  as  to  omit  the  minimum  amount  of  odor  and  be  prac- 
tically no  nuisance  during  its  passage  to  Barren  island. 

The  Plant  op  P.  White's  Sons 

i^  in  such  a  condition,  as  awx  1m*  seen  from  the  drawings  and 
descriptions  given,  that  if  any  nuisance  is  maintained  on  their 
pi-emises  it  must  be  from  culpable  negligence.    I  have  nothing  to 
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8UggeE9t  as  to  the  methodH  now  in  ii»o,  except  that  the  aiir  outlets 
from  the  fertilizer  house  be  so  arranged  as  to  prevenit  any  little 
particles  of  fertilizer  dust  from  being  discharged'  in^to  the  air. 

Tub  Plant  of  E.  J.  MoKrbvbr 

The  same  opinion  holds  gcKHl  in  n*lation  to  this  plant  as  in  that 
of  P.  White's  Sous. 

The  Plant  of  E.  P.  Cob  Company 

In  this  plant  all  odors  and  gases  produced  are  condensed  aj>d 
rf-ndered  odorless,  but  the  little  jwrticles  of  fertilizer  from  the 
gnnding,  mixing  and  storing  of  the  same  escape  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent at  times  into  the  outside  air;  therefore,  means  should  be 
taken  to  prevent  this.  Otherwise  I  have  nothing  to  recommend 
as  to  this  plant. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
\  EDWARD  W.  MARTIN, 

Chief  inspector 

My  colleagues  agreed  with  me  in  general  as  to  these  recom- 
mendations; and  the  companies  op<*rating  on  Barren  island  were 
notified  bv  resolution  of  the  board  that  these  recommendations 
were  adopted  and  must  be  carried  out  so  as  to  comply,  and  that 
any  assistance  by  the  undersigned — as  far  as  permissible  under 
the  circumstances — would  be  given. 

Th<^  firms  of  P.  White's  Sons  and  E.  J.  McKeever  at  once  com- 
plied. The  New  York  Sanitary  utilization  company  at  once 
advertised  for  bids  for  the  necessary  construction  and  com- 
menced work  on  September  20,  1898. 

Jn  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  board  made  on  Sep- 
tember 2,  1898,  I  have  made  a  weekly  inspection  of  the  indus- 
tries on  Barren  island,  and  particularly  of  the  New  York  Sani- 
tary utilization  company's  plant  as  to  their  compliance  with 
th«  orders  of  the  board,  and  make  weekly  reports  to  same 
board. 

I  also  detailed  two  inspectors  to  make  daily  inspections  and 
daily  reports  to  me. 

8 
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The  work  does  not  progress  at  all  times  as  expeditiously  as 
possible  in  my  judgment,  and  I  reported  that  to  the  board,  who 
thereupon  notified  the  company.  The  following  report  indi- 
cates the  condition  of  the  works  on  March  21, 1899 : 

Third  Division,  New  York,  March  21,  1899 

To  the  Hon.  Michael  C.  Murphy,  President  of  the  Board  of  Healthy 
City  of  New  York: 

Sir — I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  in  con- 
formity with  instructions  from  the  assistant  sanitary  superin- 
tendent to  determine  the  practicability  of  erecting  a  shed  at 
the  iworks  of  the  New  York  Sanitary  utilization  company  at 
Barren  island  to  prevent  the  escape  of  offensive  odors  during 
the  unloading  of  garbage  from  the  boats. 

In  my  first  report  to  the  committee  of  the  board  of  health 
for  the  investigation  of  the  nuisances  complained  of  as  existing 
on  Barren  island,  I  recommended  that  a  shed  be  erected  so  that 
the  boats  containing  the  garbage  could  be  floated  under  it,  and 
in  this  way  prevent  the  discharge  of  offensive  odors  during  un- 
loading. At  that  time,  so  far  as  I  could  ascertain,  both  from 
consulting  with  my  colleagues  and  from  facts  obtained  from 
those  familiar  with  the  location,  this  could  be  done. 

Since  that  time  the  existing  conditions  have  changed;  new 
bars  have  formed,  the  position  of  the  channel  has  altered, 
being  nearer  to  tlie  point  where  shed  was  to  be  erected.  A 
breakwater  built  at  a  point  (see  diagram)  was  considered  as  a 
sufficient  means  to  prevent  these  changes,  but  an  examination 
made  on  March  21,  1899,  indicates  the  present  condition  to  be  as 
follows: 

The  works  of  the  New  York  Sanitary  utilization  comiKiny 
are  situated  at  the  easterly  end  of  Barren  island  on  a  point  of 
land  near  the  channel  leading  to  Jamaica  bay  and  Rockaway 
inlet. 

The  wharf  projecting  from  the  eonveyer  is  placed  where  i\w 
proposed  shed  is  to  he  erected.  The  depth  of  water  at  the  end 
of  this  dock  is  now  about  nine  feet  at  high  tide;  2o  feet  out, 
20  feet;  30  feet,  28  feet;  40  feet,  50  feet. 
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Owing  to  the  p(»ruliar  formation  of  the  (M)ast,  the  sand  shifts 
so  that  the  bars  are  ra[)idly  formed  and  the  depth  of  water,  not 
only  in  the  channel,  but  to  some  distance  from  them,  has  been 
changed  by  many  feet. 

In  the  accompanying  diagram  I  indicated  the  above  facts. 
The  light  shading  is  that  part  under  water  which  is  subject  to 
these  variations. 

In  order  to  erect  a  shed  of  sufficient  width  to  permit  the  float- 
ing of  a  garbage  boat  under  it,  we  must  have  at  least  30  feet  in 
the  clear  between  the  edge  of  the  dock  and  the  inner  side  of  the 
outside  of  the  shed. 

The  existing  conditions  as  it  appears  upon  reference  to  the 
diagram,  shows  the  spiles  supporting  the  outer  sides  of  shed 
would  now  be  in  the  shifting  sand,  liable  at  the  time  of  a  storm, 
or  any  unusual  conditions  of  wind  or  tide  to  be  washed  out, 
leaving,  of  course,  the  shed  unsupported  at  that  point.  The  above 
facts  I  have  determined  from  a  careful  examination  of  the  pres- 
ent conditions;  and  I  would  therefore  state  that  to  support  the 
outside  of  a  shed  at  the  place  required  by  means  of  spiles  driven 
into  the  sand  is  now  impracticable. 

As  to  supporting  the  shed  entirely  from  the  dock  proper,  we 
must  take  into  considration  the  lifting  efifect  of  a  high  wind 
and  the  unstableness  of  such  a  structure  where  the  leverage 
exerted  by  the  outer  part  is  very  great. 

The  place  for  the  boats  to  lie  under  during  unloading  would 
have  been  in  one  of  the  slips  at  the  side  of  the  conveying  house, 
but  the  excavation  of  a  slip  to  the  necessary  depth  might  cause 
a  change  in  the  currents  in  the  channel  which  would  undermine 
both  sides  of  the  slip,  with  the  subsequent  washing  away  of 
the  dock  and  buildings  on  the  water  front.  This  actually  took 
place  at  or  near  this  point  some  years  ago,  before  the  building 
of  the  breakwater. 

The  erection  of  a  permanent  shed,  as  indicated  in  the  orders 
of  the  board,  or  the  dredging  out  of  a  slip  alongside  of  convey- 
ing building  for  the  boats  to  lie  in  during  the  unloading,  does 
not  appear  to  be  practicable. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

EOWARD  W.  MABTm, 

Chief  inspector 
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At  the  present  date  all  of  the  requirements  of  the  board  have 
been  complid  with  as  to  one  plant  (the  "  new  works  *')  and  will 
have  been  complied  with  as  to  "  old  works  **  presumably  on 
June  1,  1899. 

There  now  remains  to  complete  the  coverings  of  the  scows, 
duplication  of  that  part  of  the  building  known  as  the  "  old 
works  ";  repairs  to  the  plant  for  the  production  of  hypochlorite 
of  soda  (electrozone)  to  disinfect  the  garbage  while  unloading, 
and  to  disinfect  and  prevent  the  discharge  of  offensive  odors 
from  the  building. 

The  inspections  to  determine  if  any  odors  are  discharged 
while  the  plant  for  preventing  same  is  in  operation:  This  is 
being  carried  out  and  has  so  far  substantiated  my  opinion  as 
given  above;  and  I  could  again  reiterate  that  no  nuisance  should 
be  caused  if  proper  attention  is  given  to  the  plant  as  now  con- 
structed; and  from  an  experience  lasting  over  a  long  period  of 
time — some  20  years — in  the  service  of  this  department,  I  know 
that  even  such  operations  could  be  conducted  in  such  a  manner 
that  no  nuisance  could  be  caused  if  ordinary  care  was  taken  by 
those  in  charge  of  the  plants. 

In  the  borough  of  Manhattan  there  are  several  factories  in 
which  operations  fully  as  offensive  as  those  under  considera- 
tion are  carried  on  day  and  night,  and  yet  for  the  past  five  years 
have  not  been  the  source  of  even  one  complaint.  We  must  re- 
member also  that  instead  of  there  being  miles  between,  as  at 
Barren  island  and  the  nearest  houses,  here  in  New  York  these 
works  are  only  a  few  feet  distant  (150)  from  the  nearest  dwell- 
ings. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

EDWARD  W.  MARTIN, 

Chief  inspector 


.» 
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EASTERN    PAVING     BRICK     COMPANY     AT 

CATSKILL 


Statf)  of  Nkw  York,  Exiociitivk  Chamber, 

Albany,  April  21,  1899 
State  Board  of  Health,  Capital: 

Sirs — I  am  directed  by  the  Governor  to  forward  the  enclosed 

communication  to  you  with  the  request  that  you  give  immediate 

attention  thereto. 

Respectfully, 

Wm.  J.  Youngs, 
Secretary  to  the  Governor 

Catskill,  N.  Y.,  Apt^  19,  1899 

To  the  Hon.  Theodore  Roosevbi/t,  Governor  of  the  State  of  New 
York: 

Dear  Sir — It  is  with  some  reluctance  that  I  address  you  upon 
the  following  matter,  but  necessity  makes  it  necessary:  A  con- 
siderable number  of  us  have  built  homes  costing  from  ?3,000  to 
$4,500  in  the  village  of  Oatskill.  The  lo<ation.  was  beautiful  for 
situation  and  was  a  residence  portion  of  our  village  for  fifty  years 
and  more.  The  shale  brick  company,  hailing  from  Ohio,  came 
and  constructed  a  brick  works  which  is  one  of  the  most  infernal 
nuisances  in  our  land;  'tis  a  besom  of  destruction;  our  trees, 
shrubbery,  grapevines,  flowers  and  about  everything  we  have  have 
been  killed  by  the  gas  from  the  240  chimneys  whose  tops  are 
located  below  the  floor  line  of  our  basements.  Our  homes  ;»s 
abiding  places  have  been  ruinedj  and  I  have  had  insult  added  to 
injury  when  protesting  to  some  of  the  annoyances  they  have  in- 
flicted upon  us.  We  have  been  trying  to  get  relief,  in  various 
ways,  but  so  far  have  failfMl.  My  house  is  blark  with  sod!  and 
smoke  from  the  240  chimneys  belching  conttfi ltmi»iy^'"2t^oafs 
a  day  from   the   middle  of  March   until   the  Ist  of  December. 
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Wo  brush  the  nasty  black  sogt  from  off  of  our  dining-room  diBliea 
and  food;  our  bedding  and  furniture  is  soiled,  and  we  have  been 
awakened  out  of  our  sleep  by  the  volume  of  smoke  coming  in 
our  chamber  windows.  During  the  heated  term  we  must  have 
our  windows  open.  At  present  writing  my  nostrils  smart  with 
pungent  smell  of  the  gas,  and  can  feel  it  in  my  throat.  We  occtrpy 
our  homes,  are  American  citizens  and  taxpayers,  and  we  should 
receive  some  consideration  in  the  matter  over  against  the  owners 
of  the  brick  works,  whose  homes  are  all  in  Ohio.  If  it  were  possi* 
ble  I  would  like  you  to  see  the  existing  circumstances  with  your 
own  eyes,  but  if  that  is  impossible  you  can  see  a  petition,  together 
with  some  sketches  and  photos  now  in  possession  of  the  Board 
of  Health  at  Albany.  I  enclose  some  communications  which  I 
have  had  with  ex-Govemor  iBlack  and  also  the  State  Board  of 
Health,  which  will  inform  you  somewhat  of  the  situation.  We 
do  not  ask  anything  unreasonable  of  the  brick  company  and  the 
State  Board  knows  that  we  do  not.  They  a.so  know  our  situa- 
tion and  just  how  we  are  imposed  upon. 

I  wrote  the  Board  last  November  asking  th(  m  as  to  the  results 
of  their  visit  and  hearing  held  in  August  and  I  have  not  received 
any  reply  from  them.  I  send  you  this  communication  with  some 
facts  which  can  be  established  by  many  witnesses,  believing  that 
you  are  a  man  who  will  listen  to  our  request  and  give  it  your 
personal  consideration,  and  assist  us  as  far  as  is  in  your  power. 
1  also  write  you  as  I  did  ex-Governor  Black,  upon  the  precedents 
established  by  ex-Governors  Hill  and  Morton. 

Very  truly  yours, 

John  L.  Drisooll. 

State  of  New  York,  ExioruTivio  ('iiambe>r, 

Albany,  May  1,  1891) 
To  tlie  Slate  Board  of  Health: 

Complaint  having  been  made  of  the  existence  of  a  public  nuis- 
ance and  menace  to  the  health  and  comfort  of  the  citizens  of  Cats- 
kill  andvicfUiVj  lir  Alie  county  of  Gi'eene  in  this  state,  caused  by 
the  manner  in  which  the  k'.hale  brick  works  at  Catskill  are  con- 
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ducted,  I  therefore  in  aeoordance  with  the  pr'i>vision8  of  section 
^\x  of  article  one  of  the  Public  b^alth  law  hereby  direct  and  re- 
quire you  to  make  an  examination  into  the  uUeginl  nuisances  and 
(juestions  affecting  the  security  of  life  and  health  in  the  locality 
aforesaid,  in  order  to  determine  if  the  same  conditions  now  exist 
as  were  found  by  your  investigations  to  exist  in  the  year  1808  as 
aippears  by  your  reiM>rt  of  date  November  19,  ISOK,  made  to 
(fovernor  Black;  and  to  report  the  results  thereof  to  me  at  your 
earliest  convenience. 

[Seal]  THEODORE  ROOSEVELT 

Attest: 

Wm.  J.  Youngs, 

Secretary  to  the  Qoverrwr. 

Albany,  July  15,  1899 

Hon.  Theodore  Roosevelt,  Governor  of  the  State  of  New  Yiyrh, 
Albany^  N.  Y.: 

Dear  Sir — I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  the  report 
of  this  Board  upon  its  reinvestigation  of  an  alleged  nuisance 
caused  by  the  Eastern  paving  brick  company  at  Catskill,  N.  Y. 

Very  respectfully, 

BAXTER  T.  SMELZER, 

Secretary 

IN  THE  MATTER  OF  THE  INVESTIGATION  OF  THE 
STATE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH  INTO  AN  ALLEGED 
NUISANCE  CAUSED  BY  THE  EASTERN  PAVING 
BRICK  COMPANY  AT  CATSKILL,  N.  Y. 

Hon.  Theodore  Roosevejlt,  Governor  of  the  State  of  Neio  York: 

Dear  Sir — In  pursuance  to  an  order  made  by  you,  dated  May  1, 
1899,  directing  the  State  Board  of  Health  to  reinvestigate  into 
an  alleged  nuisance  caused  by  the  Eastern  paving  brick  com- 
pany of  (^atskill,  N.  Y.,  the  Hoard  luis  the  honor  to  report  that 
th<*y  met  for  the  purpose  of  making  the  investigati<m  directed 
at  the  Irving  house  in  the  village  of  Catskill,  N.  Y.,  on  the  27th 
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day  of  May,  1899,  and  after  considering  the  complaint  of  the 
petitioners,  revisited  the  locality  and  works  where  said  nuis- 
ance is  alleged  to  exist  and  made  a  personal  inspection  of  the 
same;  and  after  observing  and  inquiring  into  the  methods  em- 
ployed in  the  manufacture  of  paving  brick  at  such  place,  your 
committee  notified  the  local  health  and  village  authorities,  the 
complainants,  the  superintendent  of  the  brick  plant  and  other 
persons  representing  the  manufacturing  establishment,  that  a 
formal  hearing  would  be  given  at  which  both  sides  could  be  rep- 
resented. 

Many  lay  witnesses,  physicians  and  health  oflScer  of  the  village 
of  Catskill  were  examined  in  behalf  of  the  petitioners,  and  such 
witnesses  and  representatives  of  the  establishment  as  appeared 
were  also  examined  under  oath  and  their  testimony  reduced  to 
writing. 

The  Eastern  paving  brick  company  is  a  corporation  incor- 
porated under  the  laws  of  West  Virginia,  having  a  capital  stock 
of  1300,000,  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  paving  bricks  at 
Catskill,  N.  Y.  Its  officers  are  H.  P.  Ells,  president;  Jonathan 
Potter,  vice-president,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  James  F.  Hughes, 
secretary  and  treasurer.  The  brick  manufacturing  establish- 
ment complained  of  was  constructed  in  July,  1894,  and  was  orig- 
inally known  as  the  "  Catskill  shale  brick  and  paving  com- 
pany." The  company  that  constructed  the  plant  failed,  and 
last  year  the  plant  was  leased  by  the  Eastern  paving  brick  com- 
pany from  the  Woodland  avenue  savings  and  loan  comi)any 
of  Cleveland,  who  were  the  trustees  of  the  bonds  of  the  Cats- 
Mil  shale  brick  and  paving  company.  Sinee  the  examination 
ordered  by  Governor  Black,  the  Idalia  kilns  or  the  brick  plant 
complained  of  have  been  purchaised  by  the  Eastern  paving  brick 
company. 

The  plant  is  situated  along  Catskill  creek  and  between  said 
creek  and  the  main  street  of  said  village,  which  street  has  the 
same  general  direction  as  the  crcM»k;  tlu*  Fdalia  kilns  have  a 
frontage  of  aboni  700  f(M*t  ahmg  the  creek.  Tlie  main  strec^i  of 
the  village  is  much  higher  than  the  cwok  and  on  a  level  with  the 
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toi»«    of  till*  chimiievw  extc'udinj?  from  the   Udalia  brick  kilus. 
TbcMx*  an^  10  of  tbc^e  kilns,  each  haviug'  li4  cLiinney». 

Tlie  process  of  manufacturing  is  briefly  described  as  follows: 
The    shale    is   obtained   from    the   kilns   some  10  or  12  miles 
from  the  village  on  the  line  of  the  Catskill  mountain    railway 
and  is  brought  down   by  cars  over  the  road  to  the  plant  and 
dumped  over  trestles.     The  clay  is  brought  from  Leeds,  some 
four  miles  away,  in  much  the  same  manner.    The  shale  is  passed 
into  what  are  called  dry  pans,  crushed  and  then  taken  over  belts 
and  passed  through  screens  so  that  the  finer  material  may  fall 
through.    The  process  of  crushing  is  carried  on  in  a  large  build- 
ing, the  doors  and  windows  of  which  are  left  open,  and  through 
these  clouds  of  dust  are  carried  out  by  the  wind  through  the 
windows  and  into  the  houses  of  those  living  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  plant.    The  ground  shale  and  clay  are  taken  into  what  is 
called  a  pug  mill  and  is  there  pugged  or  mixed.    Then  it  is  car- 
ried on  again  by  an  endless  belt  and  passed  through  another 
pug  mill  and  from  there  to  the  brick  machines.    It  goes  into 
•   the  brick  machines  in  a  mass  more  or  less  damp,  and  is  passed 
out  under  steam  through  a  die  the  proper  size.    From  the  brick 
machine  it  is  passed  over  another  endless  belt  and  carried  into 
what  is  called  a  side  cutter,  which  cuts  the  bricks  into  shape. 
The  bricka  ai*e  then  put  on  a  car  and  taken  into  the  dry  ens  to 
take  out  the  dampnetiS.    They  are  then  placed  in  kdlns  fired  slowly 
at  first  and  until  the  kiln  is  gotten  up  to  its  proper  degree  of  heat 
and  kept  at  that  heat  for  a  certain  length  of  time  till  the  brick 
shows  a  decrease  in  size  or  what  is  galled  shrinkage.    The  fire  is 
then  taken  off  and  the  kilns  allowed  to  cool. 
The  average  daily  output  is  about  105,000  bricks,  and  about 
tons  of  coal,  mostly  soft,  are  consumed  from  spring  until 
fall  or  during  the  season  of    numufac^ture,  and  whatever  gas, 
snioke  and  soot  are  generated  in  the  burning  of  this  coal  pass 
^*'t  through  the  chimneys  and  smoki^staeks,  and  the  soot,  smoke 
^«d  coal  gjxs  given  oil*  are  swept  by  gusts  of  air  over  the  lawns, 
tiirough  the  windows  and  into  the  homes  of  many  people  living 
*^'^  the  north  and  east  of  the  works,  and  affecting  a  district  in 
^^^^h  500  to  1000  people  reside. 
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From  the  investigation  made  by  yonrcoinniittiH*  and  the  tes- 
timony taken  whieh  is  herewith  submitted  and  made  a  part  of 
this  report,  and  the  investigation  ordered  by  Governor  Black, 
we  make  the  following  findings  of  fact: 

First — ^That  by  the  operation  of  said  machinery  great  and  un- 
necessary noise  is  made  and  created  and  that  the  TTdalia  kilns 
when  in  operation  constantly  give  out  great  quantities  of  heavy 
black  smoke,  coal  gas,  noisome  and  foul  smell«  and  odors,  which 
said  smoke,  gas  and  odors,  owing  to  the  location,  construction 
and  methods  of  operating  said  kilns,  are  carried  directly  into 
the  houses  and  living  and  sleeping  rooms  of  a  lai^e  number  of 
people  residing  in  said  village,  both  day  and  night,  making  it 
necessary  for  them  to  keep  both  doors  and  windows  closed  and 
causing  much  sickness  and  ill  health  and  constituting  a  nuisance 
injurious  to  life  and  health. 

Second — That  the  manufacture  of  paving  brick  by  said  cor- 
poration at  the  Udalia  kilns  as  at  present  operated  and  con- 
structed constitutes  a  nuisance  injurious  not  alone  to  the  enjoy- 
ment of  .the  property  rights  of  the  people,  but  to  the  public 
health  as  well. 

The  State  Board  of  H(»alth  would  therefore  recommend  that 
the  operation  of  the  Udalia  kilns  as  at  present  operated  be  de- 
clared a  nuisance,  and  that  the  same  be  abated  on  or  before 
August  1,  1899. 


I  hereby  certify  that  al  a  meeting  of  the  State  Board  of 
Health  of  Ntnv  York,  held  June  IM),  1S99,  at  Uie  IIi)tel  Nor- 
maudie,  New  York  city,  the  within  report  of  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  inv(»stigate  into  an  alh'^ed  nuisan<*e  <'aused  by  the 
Piastern  paving  brick  comi)any  at  Catskill,  N.  Y.,  was  received 
and  made  the  report  of  the  Board  to  the  Ciovernor. 

BAXTER  T.  SMELZER, 
Secretary  mid  cxeetUive  ofpcer 
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State  op  Nbw  York,  Exboutivb  Chamber 

In  the  matter  of  the  investigation  of  the  State  Board  of  Health 
into  an  alleged  nuisance  caused  by  the  Ea'stern  paving  brick 
company,  at  Catskill,  N.  Y. 

An  order  having  been  made  by  me  on  May  1,  1899,  directing 
the  State  Board  of  Health  to  investigate  into  an  alleged  nuisance 
caused  by  the  Eiastern  paving  brick  company  of  Oatskill,  N.  Y., 
and  the  said  State  Board  of  Health  having  returned  to  me  their 
report  of  such  reinvestigation  and  examination,  wherein  they 
find  the  following  facts: 

First — That  by  the  operation  of  the  machinery  used  by  said 
company  great  and  unnecessary  noise  is  made  and  created  in  the 
plant  of  said  Eastern  paving  brick  company,  situated  along 
Oatskill  creek,  and  between  said  creek  and  the  Main  street  of 
the  village  of  Oatskill,  N.  Y.,  and  that  the  IJdalia  kilns,  having 
a  frontage  of  about  700  fqet  along  said  creek,  when  in 
operation,  con^^tantly  give  out  great  quaniiities  of  heavy  black 
smoke,  coal  gas,  noisome  and  foul  smells  and  odors,  which  said 
smoke,  gas  and  odors,  owing  to  the  location,  construction  and 
methods  of  operating  said  kilns,  are  carried  directly  into  the 
houses  and  living  and  sleeping  rooms  of  a  large  number  of 
people  residing  in  said  village,  both  day  and  night,  making  it 
necessary  for  them  to  keep  both  doors  and  windows  closed,  and 
causing  much  sickness  and  ill  health,  and  constituting  a  nuisance 
injurious  to  life  and  health. 

Second — That  the  manufacture  of  paving  brick  by  said  corpora- 
tion at  the  Udalia  kilns,  as  at  present  operated  and  constructed, 
constitutes  a  nuisance,  injurious  not  only  to  the  property  rights 
of  the  people,  but  to  the  public  health  as  well,  and  recommend- 
ing that  the  operation  of  the  Udalia  kilns,  as  at  present  operated, 
^  declared  a  nuisance,  and  that  the  same  be  abated,  on  or  be- 
fore August  1,  1899. 

Now,  therefore,  on  reading  the  said  report,  it  is  hereby  or- 
deri^<j  that  the  it'jM)rt  of  the  State  H(mrd  of  Health  of  such  re- 
^v^stigation  and  examination  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  ap- 
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proved;  and  it  is  hereby  further  ordered,  and  I  do  hereby,  par- 
0iiaiit  to  section  6  of  the  Public  health  law,  chapter  661  of  the 
laws  of  1893,  declare  that  the  operation  of  the  said  Udalia  kilns, 
as  at  present  operated  and  constructed,  as  certified  in  said  re- 
port, is  a  public  nuisance. 

And  I  do  further  order  the  said  Eastern   paving  brick   com- 
pany to  abate  said  nuisance  on  or  before  August  15,  1899. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  privy  seal  of  the  state  at  the 
Capitol  in  the  city  of  Albany  this  twenty-ninth  day  of  July, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
ninety-nine. 

[Seal]  THEODORE  ROOSEVELT 

By  the  Governor: 
'  William  J.  Youngs, 

Secretary  to  the  Governor 


State  of  Nbw  York,  Exbciutivb  Ohambbr 

Whereas,  an  order  was  issued  by  me  of  date  July  31),  181M), 
based  upon  the  report  of  the  State  Board  of  Health,  directing 
that  the  Eastern  paving  brick  company,  at  Catskill,  abate  cer- 
tain nuisances  rei^rted  by  said  State  Board  of  Health  to  exist 
in  or  near  the  village  of  Catskill,  and 

Whereas,  the  said  Eastern  paving  brick  company  bavdng 
made  the  request  that  such  order  be  temporarily  suspen4UHl,  and 

Whereas,  a  petition  numerously  signed  by  officials  of  the 
county  of  Greene  and  prominent  citizens  of  the  village  of  Cats- 
kill  requesting  that  such  p<*titiun  l>e  granted,  has  been  presented 
to  me, 

Now,  therefore,  it  is  hereby  ordered,  and  I  do  direct  the  sheriff 
of  the  county  of  Greene  to  suspend  the  enforcement  of  my  said 
order  of  date  July  20  above  referred  to  for  the  time  being,  and 
direct  that  the  said  Eastern  paving  brick  company  be  allowed 
until  the  15th  day  of  November,  1899,  within  which  to  abate  the 
nuisances  above  referred  to. 
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Given  under  my  hand  and  the  privy  seal  of  the  state  at  the 
Capitol  in  the  city  of  Albany  this  sixteenth  day  of  August, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
ninety-nine. 

[Seal]  THEODORE  ROOSEVELT 

By  the  Governor: 
William  J.  Youngs, 

Secretary  to  the  Qovernor 


Special  Investigations  and 

Reports 


BRONXVILLB,  N.  T. 


Bronxvillb,  May  7,  1899 

Gentlemen — I  beg  to  call  your  honorable  Boa,rd'8  attention  to 
a  state  of  nuisance  in  this  village  of  Bronxville,  Westchester 
county,  caused  by  the  sewage  of  Lawrence  park  running  into  a 
small  brook  which  has  stopped  running.  The  water  has  stag- 
nated to  such  a  state  that  an  offensive  odor  arises.  The  health 
board  has  been  notified,  also  the  health  oflBcer,  but  the  sewage 
still  lies  in  this  brook,  which  is  a  danger  to  public  health.  Trust- 
ing your  honorable  Board  will  give  this  matter  their  full  atten- 
tion, I  remain. 

Respectfully  yours, 

D.  McCURDY 

Albany,  May  9,  1899 
D.  McOuBDY,  Bronawill€y  N,  Y.: 

Dear  Sir — I  am  in  receipt  of  your  communication  of  the  7th 
instant  complaining  of  an  alleged  nuisance  in  your  village  caused 
by  the  unsanitary  condition  of  a  brook  into  which  the  sewage  of 
Lawrence  park  is  discharged. 

In  reply  you  are  informed  that  a  copy  of  your  communication 
has  been  this  day  sent  to  W.  D.  Granger,  M.  D.^  the  health  oflBcer 
of  your  village,  with  instructions  to  investigate  the  conditions  as 
stated  by  you  and  to  report  uxx)n  the  same  to  this  department. 

Very  respectfully, 

BAXTER  T.  SMELZER, 

Secretary 

Albany,  Ma^  9,  1899 

W.  D.  Gbangbr,  M.  D.,  Health  officer ,  Bronxvilley  N.  Y,: 

Dear  Sir — I  send  you  herewith  enclosed  copy  of  a  communica- 
tion received  from  D.  McCurdy  of  your  village  in  which  he 
complains  of  an  alleged  nuisance  caused  by  the  unsanitary  con- 
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dition  of  a  brook  into  which  the  sewage  of  Lawrence  park  is  dis- 
charged. 

You  are  hei*ebj  instructed  to  investigate  the  conditions  as 
stated  by  Mr.  McCurdy  and  to  report  upon  the  same  to  this  de- 
partment. 

Very  respectfully, 

BAXTER  T.  SMELZER, 

Secretary 

Bronxvillb,  N.  Y.,  May  15, 1899 

Baxter  T.   Smelzer,  M.  D.,  Secretary  State  Board  of  Health, 
Albany,  N.  T.: 

Dear  Sir — In  reply  to  yours  of  9th  instant,  inquiring  in  regard 
to  sewage  of  Lawrence  Pairk  of  this  village,  I  would  say  that  the 
question  of  a  proper  disposal  of  this  sewage  has  been  a  matter 
that  has  received  the  careful  consideration  of  the  local  board  of 
health.  They  have  secured  the  services  of  a  competent  eanitary 
engineer,  who  has  suggested  plans  for  the  proper  disposal  of  the 
sewage,  with  estimates  of  cost.  This  report  has  been  given  to 
the  proprietor  of  Lawrence  park,  and  his  attention  to  the  faulty 
sewage  of  his  park  has  been  repeatedly  presented. 

On  !Nlovember  2,  1898,  I  called  his  attention  in  an  official  letter 
to  complaints  received  by  the  board  of  health  of  the  nuisance  on 
his  property,  and  also  to  a  letter  on  the  subject  received  from  the 
State  Board  of  Health.  I  called  his  attention  to  the  fact  that 
complaints  had  been  made  owing  to  the  odors  arising  from  his 
park.  Doors,  windows,  and  houses  had  been  kept  closed  both 
night  and  day  during  the  heat  of  the  summer  months;  that  in 
these  houses  lived  aged  people,  young  people  and  invalids.  I 
called  his  attention  in  detail  to  what  I  believed  to  be  the  faulty 
sanitary  conditions  of  the  park;  1  said  in  this  letter  that  I  fully 
believed  if  sanitary  matters  were  to  be  violated  in  the  future  as 
in  the  past,  life  by  another  summer  would  be  almost  unbearable 
in  that  portion  of  our  village. 

I  told  him  that  while  at  first  I  had  thought  the  odors  largely 
due  to  the  want  of  care  of  the  swUi,  rather  than  to  the  sewage,  1 
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"Was  now  satifified  after  careful  conflideration  and  examination 
that  the  sewage  was  equally  to  blame.  Summing  all  up,  I  closed 
ttiy  letter  by  saying:  "  Now  all  this,  as  I  understand  it,  is  a  nuis- 
ance, one  you  are  responsible  for,  one  for  you  to  correct.  I  ask 
you  to  submit  some  plan  to  abate  this  nuisance;  I  mean  a  com- 
prehensive one.  I  believe  no  one  but  a  skillful  sanitary  engineer 
can  make  such  a  plan.  Doing  this  and  putting  it  into  operation 
will,  in  my  opinion,  be  doing  no  less  than  your  duty. 

'*  It  will  not  take  long  to  outline  a  plan,  and  not  much  longer 
to  perfect  it  in  detail.  If  nothing  is  done  I  shall  advise  the  board 
to  secure  legal  advice  and  if  possible  abate  any  nuisance  that  is 
found." 

Mr.  Lawrence  during  the  winter  has  presented  plans  from  an 
engineer  for  the  care  of  his  sewage;  he  also  under  certain  con- 
ditions offered  $5,000  to  the  village  as  a  contribution^  as  and 
above  his  taxes  for  the  sewage  of  Lawrence  park  and  the  thickly 
settled  portions  of  the  village.  This  last  proposition  was  re^ 
jected  by  the  taxpayers  and  consequently  by  the  village  board. 

The  buildings  of  Lawrence  park  consist  of  a  dozen  or  more 
dwellings,  a  hotel  for  over  100  guests,  and  situated  up  a  rocky 
elevation;  to  the  south  and  east  of  the  park  property  lies  a  mea- 
dow. This  meadow  was  formerly  drained  by  a  stream  now  called 
the  "old  ditch,"  as  distinguished  from  the  new,  or  commits- 
sioner's  ditch.  This  old  stream  ran  under  the  PondHeld  road,  dis- 
charged its  contents  on  neighboring  property  and  thence  into  the 
Bronx  river.  The  commissioner's  ditch  is  on  the  farther  side  of 
the  meadow  from  the  old  ditch,  and  the  whole  meadow  was 
laid  with  tiles  to  drain  it.  The  old  ditch  is  stopped  up  where  it 
came  to  Pondfield  road. 

I>uring  October,  November  and  December,  1896,  Lawrence  park 

need  about  20,000  gallons  of  water  daily;  it  is  fair  to  assume  that 

most  of  this  water  became  a  part  of  the  sewage.    This  sewage 

^'^^  received  into  three  c^esspools  on  the  side  of  the  hill,  a  short 

aistanee  from  and  a  little  above  the  level  of  the  meadow  and 

^^^    the  old  drain.    These  cesspools  were  holes  dug  into  the 

ground,  boarded  on  the  sides,  covered  with  boards_,  manure  and 
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earth,  and  they  were  all  within  such  a  dietance  from  dwellings 
as  to  give  forth  perceptible  odors.  They  were  constantly  over- 
flowing. No.  1  nearest  to  Pondfield  road,  was  carried  by  an 
eight-inch  pipe  to  commissioner's  drain,  becoming  at  that  point 
a  part  of  an  open  drain  intended  for  pure  water,  and  was  dis- 
charged by  this  drain  into  the  Bronx. 

During  last  winter  this  8-inch  drain  was  probably  stopped  up 
in  some  way,  consequently  in  March  last  I  found  the  overflow  of 
this  cesspool  coming  out  of  a  6-inch  vent  hole  into  the  old  ditch, 
which  you  will  remember  has  no  outlet.  I  found  cesspool  No.  2 
was  overflowing  by  a  constant  rapidly  running  stream  directly 
into  the  old  ditch,  and  the  cesspool  No.  3  was  overflowing  upon 
the  surface  of  the  meadow. 

The  local  board  of  health  thereupon  condemned  as  nuisances 
the  emptying  of  the  sewage  in  the  commissioner's  ditch,  the  over- 
flow of  the  sewage  into  the  old  ditch,  and  each  and  every  one 
of  the  cesspools,  and  also  condemned  the  old  ditch  itself,  and 
ordered  all  to  be  abated.  Before  the  orders  were  served,  Mr. 
Lawrence  had  ceased  the  flow  of  sewage  into  the  commissioner's 
ditch  and  had  abandoned  cesspools  No.  1  and  No.  2,  but  No.  3  still 
discharged  its  contents  as  stated.  Notice  was  therefore  served 
upon  him  to  abate  the  nuisance  of  overflow  of  sewage  in  cesspool 
No.  3,  which  has  been  done,  though  I  fear  it  is  but  a  temporary 
expedient;  also  to  abate  the  nuisance  caused  by  the  accumulation 
of  overflow  of  the  sewage  of  these  cesspools  in  the  old  ditch,  and 
to  stop  discharging  sewage  into  said  ditch.  The  water  in  the 
old  ditch  and  the  soil  of  the  ditch  and  the  surrounding  land 
must,  in  my  opinion,  be  saturated  with  sewage,  and  so  far  as  I 
know  up  to  the  present  time  nothing  has  been  directly  done  to 
place  this  ditch  in  a  sanitary  condition. 

I  shall,  if  the  nuisance  is  not  abated,  at  the  proper  time  serve 
a  second  notice  upon  Mr.  Lawrence,  requiring  him  to  appear  be- 
fore the  board  and  show  cause  why  a  nuisance  does  not  exist  in 
this  old  drain,  and  why  it  should  not  be  abated. 

In  place  of  cesspool  No.  1,  Mr.  Lawrence  built  two  new  cess- 
pools, of  the  same  character  as  tlie  iM  <NI9  $soA  near  to  H^ 
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of  these  cesspools  he  has  built  a  trench  about  a  couple  of  hun- 
dred feet  long  and  at  right  angles  with  this  trench  a  half  dozen 
shorter  trenches  and  put  into  them  garden  tiles;  the  end  of  these 
trenches  are  about  a  dozen  feet  from  the  old  ditch  and  but  little 
above  its  level.  About  three  weeks  ago  while  they  were  under 
construction  I  notified  Mr.  La\yrence  that  in  my  opinion  they 
could  not  take  care  of  the  sewage  delivered  to  them,  And  that 
they  would  overflow  into  the  old  drain.  His  answer  was  that 
he  would  fix  it  so  that  I  could  bring  a  tumbler  and  drink  the 
pure  water  that  would  flow  from  these  trenches.  On  Friday,  May 
12,  in  two  places  rapid  streams  of  sewage  water  were  flowing 
into  the  old  drain.  This  cesspool  takes,  as  I  understand  it,  sew- 
age from  the  hotel ;  he  is  at  the  present  time  erecting  an  addition 
to  this  hotel,  and  I  am  informed  there  will  be  27  bath-tubs 
put  into  this  addition.  When  this  hotel  is  full  with  guests 
and  servants  and  the  houses  of  the  park  are  filled  for  the  sum- 
mer months,  it  is  apparent  that  a  much  larger  quantity  of  water 
will  be  used  daily  than  was  used  last  autumn.  I  think  the 
amount  will  be  nearly  30,000  gallons  a  day. 

Yesterday,  May  14,  I  found  that  no  sewage  was  running  into 
the  old  ditch  because  a  new  ditch  has  been  built  into  which  the 
sewage  from  these  ditches  with  garden  tiles  was  emptying.  He 
had  carried  this  ditch  across  a  filled  place  in  the  old  ditch  and 
onto  the  meadow,  where  it  was  emptying  its  water.  This  morn- 
ing I  see  that  he  is  extending  this  ditch  into  the  centre  of  the 
meadow.  What  his  intentions  are  I  do  not  know.  He  has  asked 
the  board  of  health  to  open  the  old  drain  under  the  Pondfleld 
road;  as  a  matter  of  law  our  attorney  has  informed  us  that  we 
cannot  do  this.  The  board  to-night  will  consider  what  answer 
is  to  be  given  Mr.  Lawrence.  The  proposition,  as  I  understand 
it,  is  to  abandon  all  effort  to  drain  the  meadow  through  the  com- 
missioner's ditch,  which  cost  $35,000  to  construct,  and  was  for  the 
purpose  of  draining  the  meadow.  He  thinks  that  if  he  can  have 
the  old  ditch  open  under  the  Pondfleld  road  he  can  drain  the 
meadow  reasonably  dry,  and  that  the  soil  of  the  meadow  under- 

Lth  the  surface  being,  as  he  says,  of  fine  sand,  it  will  receive 
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his  sewage  and  purify  it  so  that  it  can  be  drunk  from  a  tumbler 
and  that  it  will  find  its  war  into  the  old  ditch  under  the  Pond- 
field  road  and  into  the  Bronx  River. 

I  do  not  consider  Mr.  Lawrence  a  competent  sanitary  engineer, 
able  to  devise  plans  to  care  properly  for  sewerage  problems  of 
this  magnitude.  I  have  never  changed  my  opinion  expressed  in 
my  letter  of  last  November,  that  his  sewage  could  not  be  properly 
cared  for  except  it  was  done  in  accordance  with  plans  submitted 
by  a  sanitary  engineer. 

Three  weeks  ago  he  could  hardly  admit  a  doubt  that  the  plan 
which  he  was  then  constructing,  which  I  have  described  in  this 
letter,  would  fail  to  work,  but  this  short  trial  has  proved  the 
correctness  of  my  opinion.  I  do  not  know  exactly  what  Mr. 
Lawrence  intends  to  do,  but  I  fail  to  understand  how  he  can  care 
for  this  large  volume  of  sewage  in  his  meadow  where  he  now 
appears  to  be  taking  it.  Our  sanitary  engineer  proposed  a  plan 
for  taking  care  of  this  sewage  upon  his  meadow.  Not  only 
would  it  effect  this  purpose,  but  he  also  maintained  he  could 
make  the  meadow  beautiful  to  the  eye.  but  this  plan  Mr.  Law- 
rence has  not  carried  out. 

I  shall  advise  the  local  board  to  order  the  treatment  of  the  old 
ditch  with  lime  and  copperas,  and  the  filling  in  of  said  ditch 
with  fresh  earth,  preferably  with  gravel. 

I  do  not  know  of  any  other  way  that  it  could  be  rendered 
sanitary,  so  as  to  be  free  from  noxious  odors  during  the  coming 
summer.  If  the  work  that  Mr.  Lawrence  is  now  doing  in  carry- 
ing his  sewage  off  into  the  meadow  does  not  properly  take  care 
of  the  sewage,  and  he  refuses  to  properly  care  for  it,  I  shall  con- 
sider it  my  duty  before  that  meadow  becomes  saturated  with  the 
sewage  as  the  soil  of  the  old  ditch  has  been,  to  advise  the  board 
to  secure  legal  counsel  and  to  consider  the  advisabilitv  of  order- 
ing  the  hotel  in  Lawrence  park  to  be  closed.  If  the  private 
houses  in  the  park  shall  appear  after  that  to  discharge  any  quan- 
tity of  sewage  that  cannot  be  proi)erly  cared  for  by  the  system 
in  vogue,  to  require  each  and  every  one  of  those  houses  to  main- 
tain upon  its  own  lot  a  house  cessiMJol.     I  should  pursue  this 
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radical  course  for  the  reason  onlv  that  Mr.  Lawrence  has  been 
repeatedly  warned,  argued  with  and  pleaded  with,  and  because 
he  has  been  informed  by  the  board  of  health  that  he  could  upon 
his  own  ground  properly  care  for  his  sewage,  and  he  has  been 
told  the  same  thing  by  the  sanitary  engineer  we  employed. 

Whether  in  doing  the  work  that  I  have  described  he  is  follow- 
ing the  advice  of  a  sanitary  engineer  I  do  not  know.  I  have  seen 
Dr.  Lewis,  president  of  your  Board,  and  I  have  expressed  to 
him  the  wish  that  your  Board  could  see  your  way  to  send  an 
expert  to  examine  Bronxville,  to  assist  and  advise  the  local  board. 
I  would  be  gratified  if  you  would  let  me  know  what  the  expense 
to  the  village  of  Bronxville  would  be  for  the  services  of  an  ex- 
pert inspector.  I  feel  the  need  of  such  advice.  1  am  anxious 
and  so  is  the  local  board  to  have  this  nuisance  abated;  we  are 
equally  anxious  to  make  no  mistakes. 

Any  further  information  that  you  would  desire  on  this  matter, 
I  would  be  pleased  to  furnish  you. 

Yours  very  truly,  ' 

WILLIAM  D.  GRANGER, 
Health  officer,  village  of  BronxviUCy  N.  T. 

P.  S. — I  have  heard  that  Mr.  Lawrence  has  asked  for  a  repre- 
sentative of  your  Board  to  be  sent  here.  If  you  do  so  for  him 
I  would  consider  it  a  favor  if  you'd  let  me  know  day  and  hour 

he  would  be  here. 

Yours,  etc., 

WM.  D.  GRANGER 

Albany,  May  17,  1899 
William  D.  Granger,  M.  I).,  Health  officer ,  BroruFviHe,  N.  Y.: 

Dear  Sir — We  are  in  receipt  of  your  communication  of  the 
15th  instant  in  explanation  of  the  inadequate  system  of  sewage 
disposal  in  connection  with  Lawrence  park. 

In  reply  you  are  referred  to  a  copy  of  a  communication  on  the 
subject  sent  to  Mr.  I^wrence  this  day. 

If  Mr.  Lawrence  decides  to  accept  our  proposition  to  send  one 
of  our  sanitary  engineers  to  Bronxville,  you  will  be  notified  of 
such  fact. 
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In  the  event  of  a  non-acceptance  by  Mr.  Lawrence,  it  would  be 
well  for  your  board  to  have  a  sanitary  engineer  from  this  Board 
to  make  an  investigation  and  advise  with  you  as  to  the  course 
necessary  to  be  taken  to  cause  the  abatement  of  such  nuisances 
as  may  be  found  to  exist  at  Lawrence  park. 

Very  respectfully, 

T.  A.  STUART, 
Assistant  secretary 

Albany,  May  17,  1899 

W.  V.  Lawrence,  Tower  Building,  Fifth  avenue  and  Forty-fifth 
street,  New  York  City,  N.  Y.: 

Dear  Sir — We  are  in  receipt  of  a  report  from  the  health  officer 
of  Bronxville,  Dr.  William  D.  Granger  in  the  matter  of  nuisances 
caused  by  the  present  method  for  disposal  of  sewage  from  Law- 
rence park,  and  from  his  statement  of  the  facts  in  the  case  it  is 
recommended  that  you  secure  the  services  of  a  competent  san- 
itary engineer  to  advise  as  to  the  best  methods  to  adopt  for  a 
sanitary  disposal  of  such  sewage  from  your  property. 

If  desired,  one  of  the  consulting  engineers  of  this  Board  will 
be  sent  to  Bronxville  at  your  expense  to  make  an  examination 
ae  to  existing  conddtions,  and  to  recommend,  a  plan  for  remedying 
such  as  in  his  opinion  require  such  action. 

Very  respectfully, 

T.  A.  STUART, 
Assistant  secretary 

Schenectady,  N.  Y.,  June  28,  1899. 

Baxter  T.  Smelzer,  Secretary  State  Board  of  Health,  AUHmy, 
N.  Y.: 

Dear  Sir — Agreeable  to  your  telegraphic  instructions  of  May 
25  to  investigate  a  complaint  from  Dr.  Wm.  D.  Granger,  health 
officer  of  the  village  of  Bronxvilks  X.  Y.,  concerning  the  disposal 
of  sewage  from  Lawrence  park  in  the  village  of  Bronxville,  I 
beg  to  submit  the  following  n»popt:  The  own  plaint  on  which  this 
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investigation  was  ordiered  is  dated  May  15, 1800,  and  ie  hereto  ap- 
pended. My  examination  of  the  local  conditions  was  made  in 
comipany  with  you  and  Dr.  Granger  and  W-  V.  Lawrence,  the 
proprietor  of  Lawrence  park,  and  was  confined  to  an  ocular  ex- 
amination, as  no  surveys  nor  levels  were  available  within  the 
time  asaigned'  to  the  inspection. 

In  extension  of  the  description  given  in  Dr.  Granger's  com- 
plaint, I  will  say  that  it  is  true  that  there  have  existed  nuisances 
arising  from  the  ddscharge  of  sewage  from  the  cesspools,  though 
at  the  particular  time  of  the  inspection  no  overflow  was  occurring 
as  a  new  irrigating  ditch  from  the  last  pool  hadi  just  been  opened 
and  was  taking  care  of  the  overflow  from  the  cesspool  at  that 
time,  though  I  am  far  from  convinced  that  the  remedy  will  be 
permanent.  Mr.  Lawrence  contends  that  if  the  old  ditch  referred 
to  had  not  been  closed  by  the  village  or  the  town,  that  he  would 
have  been  able  to  maintain  his  disposal  of  sewage  without  creat- 
ing a  nuisance;  without  going  into  the  merits  of  his  proposed 
means  of  doing  this,  it  would  appear  that  Mr.  Lawrence  should 
be  allowed  to  use  the  old  ditch  through  his  land  if  he  desires 
to  do  so  as  it  is  located  along  the  natural  drainage  axis  of  the 
territory  and  constituted  the  natural  means  of  draining  the  land, 
even  though  it  had  been  straightened  in  alignment  and  deepened 
years  ago.  Even  now  since  it  has  been  closed  it  collects  a  large 
amount  of  water  which  is  prevented  from  passing  off  along  its 
original  channel  by  the  action  of  the  authorities  in  closing  the 
ditch  at  a  point  where  it  passes  through  a  culvert. 

Mr.  Lawrence  further  contends  that  the  village  should  be  com- 
pelled to  put  in  sewage  disposal  works  and  has  madie  the  proposi- 
tion, referred  to  in  the  complaint,  to  aid  in  the  cost  of  the  same 
if  so  oonstruetedw 

The  village  has  no  sewer  system,  and  the  contention  therefore 
involves  the  question  of  a  sewer  system  as  well  as  disposal 
works.  I  looked  into  this  matter  somewhat  but  found  that  while 
a  sewer  system  would  be  desirable,  and  in  time  will  be  absolutely 
necessary,  at  the  present  time  the  need  for  it  is  not  pressing  to 
that  extent  that  would  warrant  stringent  measures  to  force  the 
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village  to  coaietruct  such  a  system.  Mucli  less  vTOuld  there  be 
warrant  for  such  measuree  in  supiKwrt  of  a  dfispoeol  works.  The 
water  supply  is  largely  from  the  New  Rochelle  water  company 
mains,  though  quite  a  large  number  of  houses  are  yet  dependent 
on  wells.  The  sewage  of  the  village  is  disposed  of  in  cesspools 
and  privy-vaults,  the  fairly  satisfactory  condition  of  which  is  due 
to  the  .x)opous  condition  of  the  soil.  It  is  a  Ettle  surprising  that 
instances  of  well-water  pollution  from  vaults  and  cesspools  have 
not  occurred,  but  the  health  officer  states  that  such  is  the  case 
and  that  he  has  never  known  a  case  of  illness  or  impairment  of 
health  due  to  this  cause.  My  examination  of  the  matter  leads  me 
to  the  following  conclusions  and  recommendatdoais: 

(1)  That  the  village  authorities  be  advised  to  take  into  consid- 
eration the  early  provision  of  sewerage  for  the  entire  village. 

(2)  That  the  village  authorities  be  directed  to  re-open  the  old 
ditch  from  the  upi>er  side  of  the  culvert  on  Pondfieldi  road  to  the 
Bronx  river,  to  its  proper  and  original  cross-section  and  depth. 

(3)  That  the  proprietors  of  Lawrence  park  be  required  to 
maintain  its  disposal  system  and  ditches  in  a  sanitary  condition, 
by  whatever  method  it  proposes  to  dispose  of  its  sewage. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  very  truly  yours, 

OLIN  H.  LANDRETH, 

Consulting  engineer 


Albany,  July  19,  1899 

To  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trustees^  Tillage  of  BronwviUe, 
Bronxvillc,  N.  Y,: 

Dear  Sir — In  compliannee  with  a  resolution  adopted  at  a  meet- 
ing of  this  Board,  held  June  30, 1899,  your  attention  is  called 
to  the  enclosed  copy  of  a  report  made  by  Dr.  W.  D.  Granger  upon 
his  investigation  of  a  complaint  concerning  certain  alleged  un- 
sanitary conditions  existing  in  your  village,  caused  by  sewage 
from  Lawrence  park,  also  a  copy  of  a  report  on  the  same  sub- 
ject made  by  Prof.  Olin  H.  Landreth,  one  of  the  consulting  en- 
gineers of  this  Board. 
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As  the  report  of  Professor  Landreth  was  accepted  and  the  re- 
commendations contained  therein  were  approved  by  the  State 
Board  of  Health  at  the  meeting  of  June  30,  1899,  it  is  directed 
that  the  trustees  of  your  village  cause  to  be  reopened  the  old 
ditch  from  the  upper  side  of  the  culvert  on  Pondfield  road  to 
the  Bronx  river,  to  its  proper  and  original  cross-section  and 
depth. 

It  is  also  jadvised  that  the  consideration  of  provision  for  a 
system  of  sewers  for  the  entire  village  of  Bronxville  receive  the 
early  attention  of  your  Board. 

Very  respectfully, 

BAXTER  T.  SMELZER, 

Secretary 

Albany,  Juhj  19,  1899 
William  D.  Granger,  M.  D.,  Health  officery  Bronxvilkj  N.  Y,: 

Dear  Sir — I  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  the  report  made  by 
Prof.  Olin  H.  Landreth  upon  his  investigation  of  a  complaint 
made  concerning  the  present  method  for  the  disposal  of  sewage 
from  Lawrenoe  park,  the  report  having  been  made  the  report 
of  this  Board  at  a  meeting  held  June  30, 1899. 

A  copy  of  your  rei)ort  dated  May  15,  together  with  a  copy 
of  Professor  Landreth's  report,  have  been  transmitted  to  the 
trustees  of  the  village  of  Bronxville  directing  them  to  comply 
with  recommendation  Xo.  2  in  Professor  Landreth's  report,  and 
advising  them  to  take  early  steps  looking  to  the  construction  of 
a  complete  sewer  system  for  their  village. 

It  is  advised  that  your  board  call  the  attention  of  Mr.  Law- 
rence to  the  third  recommendation  contained  in  the  report  of 
Professor  Landreth,  and  see  that  the  same  is  complied  with. 

Very  respectfully, 

BAXTER  T.  SMELZER, 

Secretary 
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VILLAGE  OF  SOLVAT 


SoLTAT,  X.  Y.,  June  30,  1899 
State  Engineer  Canals,  Albany,  S".  Y.: 

Dear  Sir — I  have  been  iDstructed  by  the  local  board  of  bealtb 
to  notify  yon  tbat  a  nnieance  exists  on  property  owned  by  the 
Btate  of  New  York  as  below  described.  Please  take  prompt  and 
effective  meaanres  to  have  the  nuisance  abated,  as  it  is  consid- 
ered detrimental  to  tbe  public  health,  and  of  such  a  character 
as  is  liable  to  canse  disease. 

Stagnant  water  and  fllth  in  old  canal  north  of  Bridge  street 
needs  cleaning  ont. 

Yours  truly, 

A,  E.  Waterfibld, 

Clerk 

Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  Jane  38,  1899 
Hon.  Edward  A.  Bont>,  State  Engineer  and  Surveyor,  Albany, 
N.  7.: 
Dear  Sir — Replying  to  your  letter  of  tbe  21st  instant,  I  am  very 
familiar  with  tbe  location  and  cause  of  the  complaint  referred 
to  by  the  board  of  health  of  the  village  of  Solray.    I  send  you 
herewith  a  sketch  showing  location  of  ditch  with  reference  to 
the  canal.    The  trouble  arises  from  water  closets  and  slop  drain- 
age from  several  bouses  on  the  bank  adjoining  the  ditch,  and 
from  a  sewer  near  the    road    discharging  filth  into  the  open 
ditch.    After  the  ditch  was  excavated  the  village  authortities 
put  a  2  by  2J-foot  pipe  culvert  in  the  ditch  about  nine  inches 
too  high  aj 
creates  a  ( 
point  and  t 
the  ditch  i: 
ing  perhap 
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and  garbage  were  cut  off  and  tbe  culvert  lowered,  there  would 
be  no  nuieance  at  tbat  point,  and  it  is  not  possible  to  keep  the 
diteb  in  proper  condition  as  long  as  the  present  surroundings 
exist,  and  tbe  board  of  bealth  should  begin  at  the  source  of  tbe 
trouble  it  they  expect  abatement. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 
W.  H.  H.  GEEE, 

DivigUm  engineer 


ALBANY,  July  1,  1899 
A.  R  Watbbfiold,  Clerk  Board  of  Health,  Solvaj/,  N.  T.: 

Dear  Sir — We  are  in  receipt  from  the  state  engineer  of  your 
communication  to  him  under  date  of  June  20,  1899,  calling  faia 
attention  to  an  alleged  nuisance  in  tbe  village  of  Solvay,  caused 
by  stagnant  water  and  filth  in  the  old  canal  north  of  Bridge 
street. 

In  reply  you  are  referred  to  the  enclosed  copy  of  a  report 
made  by  IKvision  engineer  W.  H,  H.  Gere  upon  his  inveatiga- 
tion  of  the  complaint. 

From  the  nature  of  the  report  it  would  seem  that  the  village 
and  not  the  canal  authorities  are  responsible  for  the  existing 
conditions  which  they  should  take  steps  to  remedy  at  once. 
Very  respectfully, 

T.  A.  STUART, 
Assistant  secretary 


RIO  GRANDE  RIVER,  GOSHEN,  N.  T. 

GosHBN,  Map  29,  1899 
To  tbe  State  Board  of  Health: 

We,  the  undersigned,  freeholders  and  property  owners,  resid- 
ing in  the  town  of  Ooshen,  in  the  county  of  Orange,  beg  to 
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present  to  your  honorable  Board,  the  following  facts,  and  to  ask 
relief  from  the  same  so  far  as  it  is  within  your  powers  to  grant: 
.  A  natural  stream  known  as  the  Rio  Grande  flows  through 
the  corporate  limits  of  the  village  of  Gosihen,  and  into  it  is 
discharged  the  entire  sewage  of  the  village  from  the  hotels,  some 
eight  or  ten  in  numtoer,  private  residences,  the  county  jail  and 
village  lockup;  included  in  this  is  the  refuse  of  a  gas  company's 
works,  also  within  the  corporate  limits  of  said  village. 

The  stream  Rio  Grande,  after  leaving  the  corporate  limits  of 
the  village,  flows  through  a  long  settled  farming  community  and 
discharges  into  the  Wallkill  river,  some  three  miles  distant  from 
the  village. 

It  its  course  it  passes  through  cultivated  and  pastured  lands 
owned  or  occupied  by  the  undersigned,  and  in  close  proximity  is 
several  dwellings. 

This  stream  is  sluggish  in  its  course  naturally,  and  by  reason 
of  the  discharge  of  the  sewage  above  mentioned  therein,  the 
waters  of  the  same  are  polluted  and  made  unfit  for  use,  the 
cattle  refusing  to  drink  it,  and  the  bed  and  banks  of  said  stream 
are  filled  with  sewage  deposits  which  give  forth,  in  periods  of 
low  water,  a  sickening  odor  and  dangerous  to  the  health  of  those 
residing  near  it. 

This  state  of  facts  has  existed  for  some  years,  during  which 
the  population  of  the  village  of  Goshen  and  the  amount  of  its 
sewage  have  been  constantly  increasing  and  are  now  on  the 
increase. 

At  various  times  the  undersigned  have  presented  the  above 
facts  and  asked  relief  therefrom  from  the  local  board  of  health 
of  the  village  of  Goshen  and  the  board  of  town  oflflcers  of  said 
town  through  which  town  the  said  stream  flows  after  leaving 
the  limits  of  said  village,  but  each  and  both  of  said  boards  have 
neglected  and  refused  to  take  any  steps  in  the  matter  or  to 
afford  any  relief  to  us. 

We  therefore  appeal  to  your  honorable  Board  and  ask  you  to 
grant  us  such  aid  by  your  authority  over  the  said  local  boards 
of  health  as  you  are  permitted  to  exercise  in  order  that  we  may 
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be  relieved  from  the  present  nuisance  which  exists  from  the 

above  facts. 

Yours,  etc., 

Fernando  Wood  D.  B.  Kyerson 

A.  V.  D.  Makuen  John  Valentine 

C.  S.  Wells  Mrs.  M.  A.  Borland 

E.  Holbert  Mrs.  C.  C.  Stage 

J.  B.  Ryereon 

Albany,  June  1,  1899 
Messrs.  Fernando  Wood  and  Others,  Oosheny  N.  7,: 

Gentlemen — I  am  in  receipt  of  your  communication  of  the  29th 
ultimo,  complaining  of  an  alleged  nuisance  caused  by  the  dis- 
charge of  sewage  from  the  village  of  Goehen  into  a  stream  known 
as  the  Rio  Grande. 

In  reply  your  are  informed  that  the  attention  of  the  health 

officer  of  the  village  of  Goshen  has  been  called  to  your  complaint, 

with  instructions  to  investigate  the  same  and  report  the  result 

to  this  Board. 

Very  respectfully, 

BAXTER  T.  SMELZER, 

Secretary 


Albany,  June  1,  1899 

To  the  Health  Officer ,  Yillage  of  Goshen^  Ooshen,  N.  Y,: 

Dear  Sir — I  enclose  herewith  for  investigation  and  a  report 
upon  sariae  to  this  office  a  copy  of  a  complaint  made  by  Fer- 
nando Wood  and  others  concerning  an  alleged  nuisance  caused 
by  the  discharge  of  sewage  from  the  village  of  Goshen  into  a 
stream  known  as  the  Rio  Grande. 

As  we  have  no  record  of  the  approval  by  this  Board  of  plans 
for  a  sewer  system  for  your  village  as  required  by  law,  you  are 
requested  to  inform  me  when  the  present  sewer  system  of  the 
village  was  constructed. 

Very  respectfully, 

BAXTER  T.  SMELZER 

Secretary 
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Goshen,  September  18,  1899 
To  the  State  Board  of  Health: 

Gentlemen- — Relative  to  a  conversation  had  with  one  of  your 
honorable  Board,  Mr.  Stuart,  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  village 
of  Goshen  would  respectfully  request  that  you  send  the  engineer 
of  the  State  Board  of  Health  to  this  village  to  lay  out  a  system 
of  sewerage  according  to  the  best  methods  now  in  use.  The  cost 
of  the  engineer  for  his  services  was  not  to  exceed  $50. 

We  are  respectfully, 
BOARD  OP  TRUSTEES,  VILLAGE  OP  GOSHEN, 

By  H.  J.  Ybrg,  (Merk 

Albany,  September  21,  1899 
H.  J.  Yehg,  Cterk  Board  of  Trustees,  Ooshen,  N.  Y.: 

Dear  Sir^— We  are  in  receipt  of  your  communication  of  the  18th 
instant  requesting  that  an  engineer  be  sent  to  your  village  for 
the  purpose  of  laying  out  a  system  of  sewers,  the  cost  for  services 
and  expenses  not  to  exceed  150. 

In  a  conversation  had  with  your  president  Mr.  Hook,  on  the 
4th  instant,  I  stated  that  an  engineer  could  be  sent  for  not  to  ex- 
ceed the  amount  named,  for  the  purpose  of  investigating  and  ad- 
vising your  board  as  to  the  best  method  to  adopt  in  the  matter 
of  a  sewer  system. 

Of  course  you  understand  that  the  amount  named  (|50)  does 
not  include  the  preparation  of  plans,  which  you  could  arrange 
for  with  the  engineer,  if  you  wished  him  to  do  that  work. 

Professor  Landreth,  one  of  the  consulting  engineers  of  this 
Board  will  be  directed  to  visit  Goshen  at  an  early  date  in  com- 
pliance with  your  request. 

Very  respectfully, 

T.  A.  STUART, 
Assistant  secretary 

Albany,  September  21,  1899 

Prof.  OuN  H.  Landreth,  Consulting  Engineer,  Schenectady,  N.  T.: 

Dear  Sir — The  trustees  of  the  village  of  Goshen,  Orange 
county,  desire  your  services  for  the  purpose  of  advising  them  in 
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the  matter  of  a  sewer  system  for  their  village,  and  in  a  conver- 
sation with  the  president,  R.  B.  Hock,  I  told  him  that  I 
thought  |50  would  cover  your  bill  for  services  and  expenses, 
which  they  are  willing  to  pay. 

It  is  requested  that  you  visit  Goshen  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
vestigating as  to  the  need  of  a  system  of  sewers,  and  advising 
as  to  the  best  system. 

There  are  a  number  of  private  sewers  in  the  village  which  dis- 
charge into  what  is  known  as  the  Rio  Grande  and  some  com- 
plaints have  been  received  concerning  the  matter. 

I  was  in  the  village  a  couple  of  weeks  ago  and  at  that  time 
advised  that  the  authorities  should  abandon  the  use  of  the 
stream  for  the  discharge  of  sewage  therein  and  suggested  the 
early  construction  of  a  sewer  system. 

Please  notify  H.  J.  Yerg,  clerk  board  of  trustees,  Goshen, 

N.  Y.,  when  it  will  be  convenient  for  you  to  make  the  desired 

examination. 

Very  respectfully, 

T.  A  STUART, 

Assistant  secretary 

Albany,  October  30, 1899. 
Prof.  Clin  H.  Lanbbeth,  ConstiUmg  Engineer,  Schenectady,  N.  7,: 

Dear  Sir — ^When  you  visit  Goshen  in  compliance  with  the  re- 
qtiest  of  the  village  authorities  to  confer  with  them  as  to  a  sewer 
system,  it  is  advised  that  you  investigate  the  complaint  made 
by  Fernando  Wood  and  others  which  is  enclosed  herewith,  and 
concerns  the  present  method  of  sewage  disposal. 

Fernando  Wood  and  C.  S.  Wells,  both  signers  of  the  petition 

and  living  a  short  distance  outside  of  the  village,  desire  to  be 

notified  when  you  visit  Goshen,  their  post-office  address  being 

Goshen,  N.  Y. 

Very  respectfully, 

T.  A.  STUART, 

Assistant  secretary 

10 
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ScHEN-ECTADY,  !X.  Y.,  December  31, 1899 

Baxter  T.   Smelzer,  Secretary  State  Board  of  Health.  Albany^ 
X.  Y.: 

Dear  Sir — Agreeable  to  instractions  from  ronr  oflSee  dated 
October  30,  I  viBited  the  Tillage  of  Croehen,  Orange  county,  New 
York,  on  November  11  for  the  purpose  of  investigating  an 
alleged  complaint  signed  by  Fernando  Wood  and  eight  other 
landowners  residing  in  the  town  of  Goshen  along  the  coarse  of 
a  small  stream  called  the  Rio  Grande,  a  tributary  of  the  Wall- 
kill  river,  concerning  an  alleged  pollution  of  the  stream  in 
question  by  sewage  discharged  from  hotels,  private  residences, 
the  county  jail  and  village  lock-up,  in  the  village  of  Goshen. 

On  reaching  Goshen  I  examined  the  stream  in  question  for  a 
distance  of  two  miles  from  the  village  in  company  with  Fernando 
Wood  and  C.  S.  Wells,  both  signers  of  the  complaint,  and  I 
visited  the  village  officials  and  with  some  of  them  examined  the 
stream  during  its  course  through  the  village,  and  examined  by 
myself  its  course  above  the  village. 

The  village  officials  met  were  R.  B.  Hock,  president;  H.  J. 
Yerg,  clerk;  H.  A.  Horton  and.T.  D.  Schoonmaker,  trustees,  and 
John  A.  Elston,  member  of  the  village  board  of  health. 

I  found  the  condition  of  the  stream  as  to  pollution  to  be  fully 
es  bad  as  indicated  by  the  complaint  and  also  from  the  cause 
indicated. 

Both  on  the  occasi6n  of  the  visit  above  mentioned  and  on  a 
subsequent  visit,  when  I  examined  the  stream  more  thoroughly 
by  myself,  I  found  the  bed  and  banks  of  the  stream  through  the 
lower  part  of  the  village  and  below  the  village  strewn  with 
sewage  and  garbage  and  obstructed  by  stones,  brush,  old  tinware 
and  crockery.  In  this  lower  section  there  also  enters  the  creek 
the  refuse  from  the  gas  works  and  from  a  large  cider  mill  and 
vinegar  factory,  each  of  which  contributes  its  characteristic  pol- 
lution,  odors  and  unsightly  appearance.  In  its  flow  through  the 
center  of  the  village  the  creek  is  covered  over  and  inaccessible 
to  ordinary  inspection.  Above  this  covered  portion,  however,  the 
appearance  of  the  stream  was  much  better,  though  one  branch 
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drains  a  marshy  pool  caused  apparently  by  brick-yard  excava- 
tions in  time  past  and  the  water  from  this  pool  was  not  in  good 
condition.  For  about  a  mile  and  a  quarter  below  the  lower  end 
of  the  covered  portion  of  the  creek  the  creek  has  a  strong  cur- 
rent arising  from  a  good  fall;  below  this  it  is  very  sluggish,  flow- 
ing about  flush  with  the  general  level  of  the  adjoining  fields 
and  spreading  over  these  fields  in  numerous  places,  and  during 
ordinary  storms  inundates  these  lands  throughout  a  good  part 
of  the  distance  from  the  place  where  the  sluggish  flow  begins 
down  to  the  Wallkill  river,  a  distance  of  about  a  mile  and  a  half. 
An  examination  of  the  material  forming  the  bed  of  this  portion 
of  the  creek  gave  unmistakable  evidence  of  comparatively  recent 
filling  up.  The  bed  was  composed  of  large  amounts  of  organic 
materials  and  the  refuse  from  the  village,  imbedded  in  a  deposit 
of  slimy  ooze  from  the  clay  loam  of  the  adjoining  meadows. 
Every  stining  of  this  material  of  the  bed  gave  up  large  volumes 

r 

of  very  disagreeable  gas,  which  I  was  told  escaped  naturally 
during  hot  weather  to  the  detriment  of  people  living  along  the 
stream.  Two  of  the  residents  informed  me  that  the  filling  up  of 
the  stream  had  been  a  recent  matter;  that  up  to  10  or  15 
years  ago  the  stream,  although  never  a  rapid  one  through  these 
meadow  lands,  had  well  defined  banks  which  it  only  overflowed 
at  freshet  time,  and  further,  that  the  character  of  the  vegetation 
on  these  meadow  or  bottom  lands  had  undergone  a  correspond- 
ing change,  being  now  largely  marsh  grass  and  in  places  rushes 
and  flags  in  place  of  the  former  meadow  grass. 

Two  of  the  residents  living  on  the  high  lands  immediately 
adjoining  these  bottom  lands  stated  to  me  that  the  region  had 
of  late  yeaw?  become  malarial,  a  condition  unknown  in  this  local- 
ity up  to  a  few  years  ago.  These  statements  were  verified  by  the 
engineer  at  the  Erie  railroad  water  tower  pumping  station,  which 
i^  in  the  midst  of  the  marshy  lands  formed  by  the  filling  up  of  the 
creek  bed.  He  states  that  he  has  contracted  malaria  during  his 
occupation  here  during  the  past  two  or  three  years,  a  disease 
he  has  never  before  suffered  from.  I  omitted  to  state  in  describ- 
ing the  sources  of  pollution  in  the  village  that  I  noticed  a  large 
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number  of  privies  placed  immediately  on  the  banks  of  the  stream, 
the  droppings  from  which  passed  either  directly  into  the  stream 
or  onto  the  steep  bank  of  the  same. 

The  following  information  is  pertinent  as  bearing  on  the  neces- 
sity and  the  feasibility  of  introducing  a  sewer  system  for  the 
village: 

Population  of  village 3200 

Miles  of  street  within  village  limits 15 

Number  of  connections  to  public  water  supply 350 

Estimated  population  using  public  water 1800 

Appraised  valuation  of  the  village  for  1890 $1,618,700 

Bonded  debt  of  village 44,000 


In  1889  Prof.  Chas.  C.  Brown^  then  consulting  engineer  of  the 
State  Board  of  Health,  was  engaged  by  the  village  authorities  of 
Goshen  to  examine  into  and  to  report  on  the  matter  of  providing 
a  system  of  sewerage  for  the  village.  His  report  appears  in  full 
in  the  10th  annual  report  of  the  State  Board  for  1890,  the  report 
being  dated  May  22,  1889.  This  report  not  only  strongly  recom- 
mended the  introduction  of  a  system  of  sewers,  but  contains  a 
pretty  full  outline  plan  for  not  only  a  system  of  sewers  but  for 
a  disposal  system.  I^ter  detailed  specifications  for  a  complete 
system  were  prepared  for  the  village  by  Professor  Brown,  and 
the  work  preliminary  to  introduction  was  carried  to  the  point  of 
receiving  proposals  for  the  construction  of  the  system,  when, 
owing  to  a  strong  opposition  on  the  part  of  certain  residents, 
the  matter  was  obstructed  and  ultimately  dropped,  and  nothing 
has  since  been  done  to  abate  the  undesirable  conditions,  which, 
in  fact,  have  grown  worse  than  at  the  date  of  his  report.  The 
village  authorities  are  now  having  the  matter  looked  into  again 
particularly,  to  ascertain  what  improvements  if  any  have  been 
developed  in  the  matter  of  sewage  disposal  since  the  date  of  Pro- 
fessor Brown's  report,  as  no  relief  from  the  unsanitary  conditions 
along  the  creek  below  the  village  would  follow  the  introduction 
of  a  complete  system  of  street  sewers  if  it  did  not  also  comprise 
a  system  of  disposal. 
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The  parties  filing  the  complaint  above  referred  to  were  advised 
Dot  to  resort  to  litigation  to  secure  the  abatement  of  the  pollution 
of  the  stream  by  injunction,  but  rather  to  aid  in,  securing  the 
action  of  the  village  needed  to  adopt  a  sewerage  system.  The 
village  authorities,  or  at  least  some  of  them,  fully  appreciate  the 
liability  the  village  is  apparently  under  in  thus  polluting  the 
stream,  as  well  as  the  necessity  of  improving  the  unsanitary  con- 
ditions within  the  village  limits,  but  will  need  all  the  support 
your  Board  can  render  them  in  effecting  the  needed  action,  as 
the  matter  of  expense  is  an  obstacle  which  will  be  urged  by  a 
certain  portion  of  the  taxpayers  and  property  owners. 

To  recapitulate:  (1)  There  is  no  question  but  that  the  Rio 
Grande  is  seriously  polluted'  with  sewage  from  the  village  of 
Goshen.  (2)  This  pollution  not  only  impairs  the  sanitary  con- 
dition of  the  village  itself  to  a  very  serious  degree,  but  it  pro- 
duces extremely  uusanitary  conditions  and  constitutes  an  injury 
to  the  rights  of  riparian  owners  below  the  village.  (3)  The  con- 
struction of  a  proper  sewer  system,  with  disposal  works,  is  not 
only  perfectly  feasible  constructively,  but  there  would  seem,  from 
an  examination  of  the  village  statieties  of  population,  valuation 
and  present  indebtedness,  to  be  no  good  reason  why  the  village 
ahould  not  at  once  undertake  and  carry  out  this  much  needed 
sanitary  improvement. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  very  truly  yours, 

OLIX  H.  LAXDRETH, 

Consultin'j  engineer 
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Two  weeks  ago  another  epidemic  started,  and  at  present  we 
have  10  cases  in  our  corporation. 

We,  the  newly  appointed  board  of  health,  pray  for  your  in- 
struction regarding  the  abatement  of  our  condition. 

We  find  22  suspicious  wells. 

Where  can  we  get  the  water  analyzed? 

What  is  the  usual  expense  for  analysis? 

Our  soil  is  loose  gravel,  and  water  can  be  obtained  from  18 
to  24  feet  in  depth. 

We  also  have  a  gravity  water  system  from  springs  two  miles 
west  of  our  village.  This  system  has  a  1400-barrel  open  tank, 
which  is  filled  by  pressure  on  the  mains,  thereby  causing  the 
tank  to  be  filled  and  emptied  several  times  a  month,  and  the 
surface  of  interior  dried  alternately.  The  bottom  of  tank  is  cov- 
ered to  a  depth  of  two  or  three  inches  with  aquatic  and  vege- 
table debris. 

Families  using  this  as  well  as  the  well-water  €tre  suffering  from 
typhoid. 

Please  give  us  full  instructions  and  manner  of  procedure. 

•    Very  truly, 

J.  O.  RANDALL,  M.  D., 

Health  physician 

Albany,  September  12,  1899 
J.  O.  Randall,  M,  D.,  Health  officer^  Silver  SprmgSj  X.  F.: 

Dear  Sir — I  am  in  receipt  of  your  communication  of  the  8th 
instant  in  which  you  refer  to  an  epidemic  of  typhoid  fever  in  your 
village,  and  ask  that  samples  of  water  be  analyzed  for  you  to 
if  possible  locate  the  cause  for  the  epidemic. 

In  reply  you  are  requCvSted  to  send  one  sample  of  water  taken 
from  the  public  water  supply,  with  either  two  or  three  samples 
from  wells  most  suspected  as  being  polluted. 

It  is  advised  that  vou  also  furaish  this  Board  with  a  sketch 
of  the  infected  district,  locating  the  privy  vaults,  showing  their 
pwximity  to  wells.     It  would  also  be  well  for  you  to  examine 
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the  watershed  of  the  water  supply  of  your  village,  to  determine 
as  to  w^hether  or  not  the  water  is  being  polluted  by  reason  of 
the  location  of  privy  vaults  on  such  watershed,  or  the  deposit 
of  human  excreta  on  the  ground  whence  it  can  be  washed  into 
the  streams  furnishing  the  public  water  supply. 

In  sending  the  samples  of  water  follow  the  enclosed  printed 
instructions,  and  notify  this  office  when  the  samples  are  sent,  that 
Professor  Tucker  may  be  instructed  to  proceed  with  their  ex- 
amination. 

Very  respectfully, 

BAXTER  T.  SMELZER, 

Secretary 

Silver  Springs,  X.  Y.,  October  5,  1899 

Baxter  T.  Smblzbr,  Secretary  State  Board  of  Healthy  Albany, 
N.  Y.: 

Dear  Sir — Your  communication  of  the  3d  duly  received,  for 
which  we  are  very  grateful.  In  regard  to  the  subject  of  the 
15  cases  of  typhoid  fever  during  the  present  epidemic,  one 
man  resided  here  18  months;  seven  children,  nine  to  16 
years  of  age,  residents  here  from  eight  to  12  years;  two 
men,  foreign  born,  resided  here  eight  years;  one  lady,  born  in 
the  corporation;  one  man,  bom  in  Canada,  resided  here  eight 
months;  two  ladies  and  one  man  have  been  residents  here  for 
over  four  years,  and  12  of  the  15  were  born  in  western 
New  York.  The  Catholic  cemetery  at  the  west  of  the  village 
has  been  a  great  source  for  remarks  by  our  people,  thinking 
perhaps  that  the  contamiiiation  from  it  was  the  cause  of  the 
cases  only  a  few  rods  east  of  it.  We  earnestly  request  that  you 
allow  one  more  sample  of  water  for  analysis  to  be  taken  from 
a  driven  well  east  of  the  cemetery  and  in  the  locality  of  present 
cases.  For  the  past  10  years  we  have  disinfected  our  typhoid 
excreta  by  the  use  of  bichloride  of  mercury,  lime  and  chemically 
pure  sulphuric  acid.  A  few  families  might  have  been  careless, 
but  we  did  the  best  we  could.  Again  thanking  you,  gentlemen, 
for  the  interest  you  have  taken  in  our  present  trouble,  and  the 
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manner  for  abating  the  same,  so  well  explained  by  you,  we  re- 
main sirs, 

Very  truly  yours, 

J.  O.  RANDALL,  M.  D., 

Health  officer 

Albany,  October  7,  1899 

J.  O.  Randall,  M.  D.,  Health  officer^  Silver  Springs,  N,  F.; 

Dear  Sir — We  are  in  receipt  of  your  communication  of  the  5th 
instant,  giving  further  facts  in  connection  with  cases  of  typhoid 
fever,  and  note  your  request  to  have  an  analysis  made  of  one 
more  sample  of  water. 

In  reply  you  are  directed  to  send  the  sample  of  water  to  Pro- 
fessor Tucker  in  compliance  with  instructions  previously  sent  to 
you,  notifying  this  office  when  the  sample  is  sent  in  order  that 
Professor  Tucker  may  be  notified  to  examine  same. 

Very  resi>ectf ully, 

T.  A.  STUART, 
Assistant  secretary 

Silver  Springs,  N.  Y.,  September  16,  1899 

To  the  Honorable  State  Board  of  Healthy  Albany,  N.  Y.; 

Gentlemen — Referring  to  the  present  epidemic  of  typhoid  fever 
in  the  above  village,  there  are  at  present  10  cases  of  typhoid 
fever,  situated  as  per  lettering  on  the  map  forwarded  to  you.  I 
would  say  that  I  neglected  to  place  the  points  of  the  compass  on 
said  map,  but  Main  street  runs  north  and  south.  The  soil  is 
gravel,  the  percolation  through  it  and  alfio  the  watershed  is  from 
west  to  east  to  the  village,  thence  south  throoigh  and  from  said 
village.  The  village  is  situated  on  a  level  plateau  some  lower 
than  the  surrounding  country,  but  not  on  low  or  swampy  lands. 
The  accumulating  tank  for  the  water  supply  (the  water  company) 
is  situated  about  two  miles  west  of  the  village.  The  storage 
tank  is  of  wood,  open  on  top,  situated  inside  the  corporation, 
85  feet  higher  than  Main  street.  It  is  not  necessary  to  use  a 
pump  at  pump  station,  except  in  extreme  dry  weather;  then  the 
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accamalating  pond  (in  natural  water  course)  is  drawn  off,  refilled, 
then  pumped  into  the  mains.  All  suepicious  wells  on  the  map 
are  situated  within  from  30  to  35  feet  from  the  residence  privy, 
and  could  easily  be  contaminated.  In  digging  these  wells  the 
©oil  was  gravel  and  boulder.  The  only  water  from  any  swamp 
that  could  possibly  get  into  the  natural  watercourse  would  be 
in  the  spring  or  fall,  when  there  has  been  heavy  rainfalls,  or  an 
accumulation  of  snow  that  is  melting. 

The  Catholic  cemetery  (the  largest  on  the  map)  is  in  the  same 
soil  as  the  village,  situated  on  the  west  side,  from  60  to  70 
feet  above  the  same,  and  only  about  30  rods  fiy)m  two  of  the 
present  cases,  said  families  using  water  from  driven  wells.  The 
old  cemetery  on  Main  street  is  in  the  same  kind  of  soil,  and  Jess 
than  400  feet  from  a  locality  where  there  has  been  over  50  cases 
of  typhoid  fever  during  the  past  five  years.  This  cemetery  is 
about  on  a  level  with  the  village.  The  gallon  bottles  used  for 
the  samples  of  water  were  first  washed  in  muriatic  acid,  then  in 
aqua  ammonia,  and  then  rinsed  thoroughly  in  boiling  water;  they 
were  also  rinsed  thoroughly  before  filling  at  the  suspected  places. 

Trusting  this  will  be  satisfactory,  I  remain,  sirs,  very  truly 

yours, 

J.  O.  RANDALL,  M.  D., 

Health  officer  Silver  Springs,  N.  Y. 

JOHN  H.  DUNCAN, 

President  village 

GEO.  E.  PIPER, 

Clerk  hoard  of  health 

Albany,  September  27_,  1809 
J.  O.  Randall,  M.  D.,  Health  officer,  Silver  Springs,  N.  Y.: 

Dear  Sir — I  am  in  receipt  of  your  communication  of  the  16th  in- 
stant in  explanation  of  the  map  sent  by  you  showing  the  location, 
surroundings  etc.,  of  house  in  which  cases  of  typhoid  fever  exist 
in  your  village. 

Professor  Tucker  has  been  directed  to  analyze  the  six  samples 
01  water  taken  from  the  public  water  supply  and  certain  private 
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wells  in  the  village  of  Silver  Springs,  and  when  his  report  is 
received  a  copy  will  be  sent  to  you  with  such  advice  as  the  result 
of  the  examination  warrants. 

Very  respectfully, 

BAXTER  T.  SMELZER, 

Secretary 

Albany,  Octohei^  3,  1899 
J.  O.  Randall,  M.  D.,  Health  officer,  Silver  Springs,  N.  Y,: 

I>ear  Doctor — With  your  very  satisfactory  map  of  Silver 
Springe  on  which  are  data  relating  to  your  typhoid  fever,  and 
with  the  report  of  the  analyst  on  the  sample  of  water  sent^  it 
seems  possible  to  deduce  certain  practical  facts. 

Your  village  is  situated  on  a  level  area  somewhat  below  the 
auPTOunding  country,  with  a  well-drained  soil  of  gravel  and  drift. 

Your  water  supply  is  partly  a  public  supply  usually  derived 
from  springs  two  miles  distant  flowing  by  gravity,  which  in  dry 
spells  is  supplemented  by  pumping  from  a  source  partly  swampy. 
Also  there  are  village  wells,  which  are  of  necessity  used  in  the 
south  part  of  the  village  not  reached  by  the  water  mains. 

Your  village  has  been  for  years  past  subject  to  typhoid  fever, 
an  unusual  prevalence  of  which  occurred  in  1894. 

Your  present  recurrence  of  it  began  in  the  south  part  of  the 
village  and  succeeding  cases  extended  northward. 

The  analyses  of  samples  of  water  show  that  of  the  four  wells 
the  two  most  southerly  are  contaminated,  the  third  is  to  a  degree 
contaminated,  and  the  fourth,  used  by  the  fifth  family  affected 
(Surdam),  is  satisfactory;  we  note,  however,  that  though  sepa- 
rated by  a  railroad  bed  it  is  not  more  than  300  or  400  feet  from 
a  locality  where  typhoid  fever  has  hertofore  existed. 

The  public  water  supply  derived  from  springs  is  good,  but  the 
supplementary-  supply  is  doubtful. 

The  history  of  Silver  Springs  is  quite  like  that  constantly  met 
with  in  other  villages.  Every  year  doubtless  you  have  some 
ca»es  of  tyi)hoid  fever  and  occasionally  a  year  of  unusual  preva- 
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lence.  The  rationale  of  it  is  that  the  soil  of  the  village,  and  as 
your  map  shows,  that  of  the  entire  village,  becomes  the  depos- 
itory of  typhoid  bacilli.  How  long  these  germs  retain  vitality  in 
the  soil  is  not  known,  but  it  is  for  an  indefinitely  lengthy  period. 
Conditions  bring  them  to  activity,  and  conditions  arise  which 
favor  their  reaching  the  subject  of  infection.  By  past  experience 
this  year  is  a  favo«rable  one  for  t^^phoid  fever — ^a  dry  summer,  with 
occaisional  severe  rains.  The  bacilli  perhaps  germinate  more 
readily  as  the  level  of  ground  water  is  lowered  and  the  rains 
carry  them  more  readily  into  the  wells.  The  conditions  for  the 
latter  are  greatly  favored  by  the  porous  nature  of  the  soil  of 
Silver  Springs. 

The  inference  is  that  wells  in  such  a  soil  and  a  soil  so  certain 
to  be  implanted  with  typhoid  bacilli  are  not  fit  for  use.  Acclima- 
tion no  doubt  protects  your  people  to  a  degree,  and  not  a  few 
become  immune  by  a  previous  attack;  it  would  be  interesting  to 
know  if  the  subjects  of  the  disease  are  recent  residents  or  other- 
wise open  to  taking  the  disease. 

The  fact  that  certain  pei'sons  in  Silver  Springs  who  do  not 
habitually  drink  well  water  have  had  typhoid  fever  is  no  argu- 
ment against  this  source,  for  all  are  exposed  to  the  possible  occa- 
sional use  of  it  as  we  constantly  find  in  such  conditions. 

The  remedy  is  to  discourage  the  use  of  all  well  water — none  of 
it  can  be  safe  in  such  a  soil.  The  wells  recognized  as  bad  ought 
to  be  closed.  There  is  little  doubt  that  the  substitution  of  water 
from  a  remote  and  uncontaminated  source  for  all  wells  would 
relieve  you  of  the  recurring  outbreaks  of  typhoid  fever.  Your 
board  should  also  require  disinfection  of  typhoid  excreta. 

A  copy  of  the  report  of  Professor  Tucker  upon  his  examination 
of  samples  of  water  sent  by  you  is  enclosed. 

Very  respectfully, 

BAXTER  T.  SMELZER, 

Secretanj 
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Albany,  October  2,  1899 

B.  T.  Smblzbr,  Secretary  State  Board  of  Health,  Albany ,  N.  Y.: 

Dear  Sir — I  enclose  herewith  reports  ux)Oii  the  analyses  of  six 
samplee  of  water  received  by  your  order  on  September  18  from 
Dr.  J.  0.  Randall,  Silver  Springs.  Two  of  the  four  well  waters 
are  of  unsatisfactory  quality,  and  I  have  advised  that  their  use 
be  discontinued,  especially  under  the  circumstances  as  stated 
by  Dr.  Randall  as  to  existing  conditions.  No.  517  shows  no  evi- 
dence of  pollution,  aside  from  nitrites — not  sufficient  to  condemn 
it  under  the  circumstances.  No.  518,  a  well  water,  is  not  en- 
tirely satisfactory,  and  I  have  recommended  that  if  used  it  be 
boiled,  having  regard  to  existing  conditions  The  village  water 
supply.  No.  520,  is  of  satisfactory  quality  but  the  sample  from 
the  pump  station  is  lees  satisfactory. 

Very  respectfully, 

WILLIS  G.  TUCKER, 

Director 

No.  515 

State  Board  of  Health  of  New  York 

Analysis  of  potable  water  (results  are  parts  in  100,000) 

Received  from  Dr.  J.  0.  Randall,  Silver  Springs;  date  received, 
September  18,  1899;  source,  driven  well;  how  labelled  "  Downing 
well;"  appearance:  color,  light  greenish;  turbidity,  none;  sedi- 
ment, none;  odor  at  100  degrees  F.,  none;  chlorine  in  chlorides, 
4.80;  free  ammonia,  0.0085;  albuminoid  ammonia,  0.0055;  nitrites, 
0.0045;  total  solids,  45.80;  loss  on  ignition,  12.20;  behavior  during 
ignition,  darkened  very  slightly;  mineral  matter,  33.60;  remarks, 
not  satisfactory;  advise  to  discontinue  use. 

WILLIS  Q.  TUCKER, 

Director 

Dated  at  State  Board  of  Health  laboratory,  Albany,  N.  Y., 
October  2,  1899. 
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No.  516 

State  Board  of  Health  of  New  York 

Analysis  of  potable  water  (results  are  parts  in  100,000) 

Receiyed  from  Dr.  J.  O.  Randall,  Silver  Springs;  date  received, 
September  18,  1899;  source,  driven  well;  how  labelled,  "Rauf 
well;"  appearance:  color,  light  greenish;  turbidity,  none;  sedi- 
ment, trifling;  odor  at  100  degrees  F.,  none;  chlorine  in  chlorides, 
5.50;  free  ammonia,  0.0193;  albuminoid  ammonia,  0.0053;  nitrites, 
0.0013;  total  solids,  39.80;  loss  on  ignition,  9.20;  behavior  during 
ignition,  darkened  very  slightly;  mineral  matter,  30.60;  remarks, 
not  satsfactory;  advise  to  discontinue  use. 

WILLIS  G.  TUCKER, 

Director 

Dated  at  State  Board  of  Health  laboratory,  Albany,  N.  Y., 
October  2,  1899. 

No.  517 

State  Board  of  Health  of  New  York 

Analysis  of  potable  water  (results  are  parts  in  100,000) 

Received  from  Dr.  J.  O.  Randall,  Silver  Springs;  date  received, 
September  18,  1899;  ^source,  dug  well;  how  labelled,  "Surdam 
well;"  appearance:  color,  light  greenish-yellow;  turbidity,  none; 
sediment,  very  slight;  odor  at  100  degrees  F.,  none;  chlorine  in 
chlorides,  0.80;  free  ammonia,  trace;  albuminoid  ammonia,  0.0015; 
nitrites,  0.0014;  total  solids,  18.60;  loss  on  ignition,  4.20;  beha- 
vior during  ignition,  darkened  very  slightly;  mineral  matter, 
14.40;  remarks,  satisfactory  quality. 

WILLIS  G.  TUCKER, 

Director 

Dated  at  State  Board  of  Health  laboratory,  Albany,  N.  Y., 
October  2,  1899. 
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No.  518 

State  Board  of  Health  of  New  York 

Analysis  of  potable  water  (results  are  parts  in  100,000) 

Received  from  Dr.  J.  O.  Randall,  Silver  Springs;  date  received^ 
September  18,  1899;  source,  driven  well;  how  labelled,  "Wheeler 
well;"  appearance:  color,  light  greenish;  turbidity,  none;  sedi- 
ment, trifling;  odor  at  100  degrees  F.,  none;  chlorine  in  chlorides^ 
3.90;  free  ammonia,  0.0055;  albuminoid  ammonia,  0.0037;  nitrites, 
0.0033;  total  solids,  41.00;  loss  on  ignition,  12.40;  behavior  during 
ignition,  darkened  very  slightly;  mineral  matter,  28.60;  remarks, 
not  entirelv  satisfactorv;  advise  to  boil  if  used  under  eircum- 

stances  as  stated. 

WILLIS  G.  TUCKER, 

Director 

Dated  at  State  Board  of  Health  laboratory,  Albany,  N.  Y., 
October  2,  1899. 

No.  519 

State  Boarp  of  Health  of  New  York 

Analysis  of  potable  water  (results  are  parts  in  100,000) 

Received  from  Dr.  J.  O.  Randall,  Silver  Springs;  date  received, 

September  18, 1899;  source,  "  from  pump  station  on  water  course, 

below  accumulating  tank  A;"  how  labelled,  "  from  pump  station;'* 

appearance:  color,  greenish-yellow  tint;  turbidity,  none;  sediment, 

very  slight;  odor  at  100  degrees  F.,  none;  chlorine  in  chlorides, 

0.20;  free  ammonia,  0.0115;  albuminoid  ammonia,  0.0097;  nitrites, 

none;  total  solids,  24.20;  loss  on  ignition,  6.40;  behavior  during 

ignition,  darkened;  mineral  matter,  17.80;  remarks,  not  entirely 

satisfactory. 

WILLIS  G.  TUCKER, 

Director 

Dated  at  State  Board  of  Health  laboratorv,  Albanv,  N.  Y., 
October  2,  1899. 
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No.  520 

State  Board  of  Health  of  New  York 

Analysis  of  potable  water  (results  are  parts  in  100,000) 

Received  from  Dr.  J.  O.  Randall,  Silver  Springs;  date  received, 
September  18, 1899;  source,  "  village  water  supply;"  how  labelled, 
^  *' village  water  supply;"  appearance:  color,  light  greenish;  tur- 
bidity, none;  sediment,  none;  odor  at  100  degrees  F.,  none; 
chlorine  in  chlorides,  0.15;  free  ammonia,  0.0045;  albuminoid  am- 
monia 0.0023;  nitrites,  none;  total  solids,  24.80;  loss  on  ignition, 
2.20;  behavior  during  ignition,  darkened  very  slightly;  mineral 
matter,  22.60;  remarks,  satsfactory  quality. 

WILLIS  G.  TUCKER, 

Director 

Dated  at  State  Board  of  Health  laboratory,  Albany,  N.  Y., 
October  2,  1899. 


ROTTERDAM-GUILDERLAND    DRAINAGE 

NUISANCE 


Schenectady,  August  15,  1899 
Board  of  Health,  State  of  New  York: 

Gentlemen — In  the  matter  of  the  drainage  of  lands  in  Guilder- 
land,  Albany  county,  and  Rotterdam,  Schenectady  county,  and 
incidentally  of  the  flooding  of  the  landa  of  Jacob  Wetherwax,  of 
Guilderland. 

In  accordance  with  the  suggestions  made  to  my  counsel,  Mr. 
Yates,  in  his  interview  with  you  last  week,  I  respectfully  present 
to  you  the  following  state  of  facts  and  documents  in  support 
thereof: 

As  long  ago  as  1890  a  conflict  of  opinion  arose  as  to  the  drain- 
ing of  swamp  land  on  the  south  side  of  a  cross  road,  running 
along  the  northerly  boundary  of  the  lands  of  Jacob  Wetherwax, 
and  disputes  and  discussions  arose  until  the  situation  became 
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such  that  the  matter  was  referred  to  the  Board  of  Health  of  the 
state  of  New  York.  Previous  to  this  reference  Mr.  Wetherwax 
had  had  expert  engineers  on  the  grounds  and  had  had  the  prem- 
ises fullj  surveyed,  had  taken  their  judgment  and  opinion,  which 
was  found  to  be  in  accordance  with  the  subsequent  oflQcial  action 
of  the  Board  of  Health.  I  submit  herewith  the  report  of  Chas. 
O.  Brown,  a  professor  of  engineering  in  Union  college,  whom, 
the  records  of  your  department  will  show,  was  directed  on  the 
part  of  the  state  to  examine  the  situation  and  report  thereon. 

"  Dear  Sir — I  have  the  following  rejKwi:  to  make  of  my  investi- 
gation of  the  drainage  nuisance  complained  of,  lying  in  the  towns 
of  Guilderland  and  Rotterdam,  Schenectady  county. 

"Originally  the  marsh  or  swamp  lay  on  both  sides  of  the  road, 
on  the  town  line,  and  evidence  is  conflicting  as  to  the  direction  in 
which  what  little  drainage  the  piece  had  was  effected.  The  facts 
are  that  no  drainage  could  be  effected  in  any  direction  without 
ditches  cut  through  low  parts  in  the  ridge,  shutting  in  the  swamp. 
I  am  disjwsed  to  think  that  a  ditch  on  the  Rotterdam  side  of  the 
line  drained  the  land  on  that  side,  except  when  it  became  ob- 
structed, and  part  of  the  drainage  across  the  road  where  oppor- 
tunity offered.  The  same  can  probably  be  said  of  the  ditch  on 
the  Guilderland  side.  The  ditch  on  the  Rotterdam  side  has  now 
been  filled  up  and  all  the  swamp  must  be  drained  by  the  Guilder- 
land  ditch.  This  ditch  is  not  deep  enough  to  do  this  duty  and 
as  a  consequence  there  is  quite  a  swamp  on  that  side  of  the  line. 
The  continuance  of  the  swamp  on  the  Rotterdam  side  has  been 
stopped  by  some  filling  and  scrapihg  and  manipulation  of  the 
road,  ditches  and  culverts.  CJonsequently,  the  drainage  from  this 
side  undoubtedly  affects  the  Guilderland  side  injuriously  through 
the  sand  ridge,  either  ditch  reaching  finally  the  same  outlet  ditch 
into  Xormanskill.  This  ditch  can  just  as  readily  be  dug  on  one 
side  as  the  other  and  probably  at  about  the  same  expense,  but 
the  ditch  on  the  Rotterdam  side  can  be  kept  open  easily.  In 
consideration  of  the  facts  that  the^  swamp  lies  in  two  towns  that 
either  ditch  must  be  dug  through  the  property  of  other  parties 
and  of  the  state  as  the  case  at  present,  I  believe  the  best  solution 
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of  the  ras<'  m  for  i^jicli  h'uIo  of  Uw  umd  (o  take  rare  of  iL8  ovvu 

draima^e  aiid  to  cloee  up  all  opeiiiingfl  through  the  road  at  this 

place  so  that  neither  side  will  receive  any  water  from  the  other. 

So  far  aa  I  have  been  able  to  interpret  the  evidence,  which  is 

rathei*  conflicting,  this  will  be  returning  to  the  original  plan,  ex- 

cept   that   there   were   openings  in   the   road   through    which 

drainage    was    inteivhanged    as    the    ditches    were    free    from 

obstruction. 

"  Respectfully  submitted, 

"  Chas.  C.  Brown,  C.  E/' 

Your  honorable  body  will  observe  that  the  gisit  of  this  whole 
matter  is  that  the  situation  is  sufficiently  uncertain,  at  least,  to 
require  that  the  best  interests  of  the  state,  the  health  and  peace 
of  the  community,  will  be  best  subserved'  by  directing  the  towns 
of  Rotterdam  and  Guilderland  to  each  drain  their  own  premises, 
and  it  is  believed  that  an  examination  of  the  situation,  should 
the  Board  again  desire  to  make  it,  will  confirm  the  belief  that  the 
rejwrt  made  to  this  Ik>ard  above  submitted  is  the  only  way  out 
of  the  ti-ouble. 

In  my  old  days  a  taxpayer  to  my  state  for  many  years,  and 
endeavoring  at  all  tim<«  to  be  a  law-abiding  citizen,  having  done 
ever>'11iing  I  could  to  avoid  litigation,  having  paid  out  all  the 
HKmey  I  can  afford  to  set  the  question  at  rest,  I  now  feel  justified 
in  askin^c  the  help  of  your  dei>artment. 

I  am  annoyed  by  the  useless  reopening  of  the  question,  by  inter- 
ference with  the  ditches  and  drainage  caused  by  the  chaaige  of 
town  politics,  and  I  fear  my  nunldlesiome  enemies.  I  therefore 
JiH'k  that  the  ri-t^p^M-tive  supervisors  of  Rotterdam  and  (iuihlerland 
and  the  town  bojirds  of  health  of  ea<h  town,  or  whatever  persons 
may  he  net(\sK'ny  to  be  notified,  be  tlire<ted  to  obey  the  conclusion 
that  the  Hoaixl  of  lle^ilth  arrivfnl  at  nc«nly  10  yeaiv  ago,  and  that 
all  jKM'^wms  be  directtMl  not  to  interfere  with  the  road  culverts,  as 
then  directed  to  be  cIos^kI.  It  is  believed  that  thi«  order,  once 
issued  by  the  State  Board  of  Health,  and  a  detennination  on  their 
part  shown  to  enforce  their  authority  in  accoitlance  with  the 

11 
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decision  already  mad-e,  will  set  the  niiesiiou  at  rest  and  satisfy 
not  only  your  petitioner,  but  the  whole  coinmnuity,  unnecessarily 
embroiled  by  continual  disturbance  of  the  situation. 

So  the  Board  will  observe  that  this  opening  and  closing  is  the 
cause  of  continual  disturbance  and  unnecessary  worry  to  the 
petitioner,  who  asks  now  that  the  commissioner  of  Guilderland, 
who  has  recently  opened  the  sluiceways  or  culverts,  shall  be 
directed  to  close  them  and  leave  them  in  that  condition.  The 
petitioner  is  obeying  the  law  and  respectfully  insists  that  other 
people  shall  be  compelled  to  do  the  same. 

Respectfully, 

JA(X)B  WETHERWAX 

SoHENEXTTADY,  N.  Y.,  December  31,  1899 

Baxter  T.  Smelzdr,  Secretary  State  Board  of  Healthy  Albany, 
N.  Y.: 

Dear  Sir — I  beg  to  submit  the  following  report  on  my  examina- 
tion of  the  defective  drainage  on  and  adjacent  to  the  lands  of 
Jacob  Wetherwax  lying  in  the  town  of  Guilderland,  Albany 
county,  and  adjacent  to  the  town  of  Rotterdam,  Schenectady 
county. 

This  same  drainage  matter  came  before  yonr  Board  in  1890  and 
was  examined  and  reported  on  by  Prof.  C.  O.  Brown,  consulting 
engineer  of  the  State  Board  of  Health,  on  May  9,  1890,  and  this 
report  appears  in  the  11th  annual  report  of  the  State  Board  of 
Health,  vol.  2,  page  422. 

The  sketch  map  accompanying  that  report  shows  the  condition 
of  the  lands  on  which  the  drainage  defects  occur,  and  I  find  the 
conditions  there  describetl  to  l>e  the  same  as  exist  at  the  present 
time,  substantially.  Although  the  highway  shown  on  the  sketch 
between  Wetherwax  and  Van  Patten  is  the  dividing  line  between 
the  two  towns,  still  the  care  and  control  of  the  highway  at  this 
particular  place  is  vested  in  the  highway  commissioner  of  the 
town  of  Guilderland  by  mutual  agreement  between  the  commis- 
sioners of  the  two  towns  adjoining.  The  old  ditch  through  Van 
Patten's  land  having  been  closed  up  as  shown  on  Professor 
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Brown's  map,  an  outlet  for  the  water  collecting  on  the  V^an  Pat- 
ten property  was  sought  through  the  highway  and  through  the 
Wetherwax  property.  To  secure  this  the  highway  commiesioner 
of  Ouilderland  having  control  of  the  highway  at  this  point  opened 
the  culvert  through  the  highway  at  the  place  marked  "  new  cul- 
vert "  on  the  Brown  map,  in  order  to  relieve  the  accumulation  of 
water  along  the  sides  of  the  highway  at  thie  point.  Acting 
under  what  Mr.  Wetherwax  supposed  to  be  an  order  from  your 
Board  closing  the  highway  for  dTainage,  but  which  was  evidently 
a  mistake  in  construing  Professor  Brown's  recommendations  into 
an  order,  Mr.  Wetherwax  has  repeatedly  closed  the  culvert  and 
it  has  been  repeatedly  opened  by  the  Ouilderland  highway  com- 
missioner* This  opening  by  the  commissioner  has  usually  or  al- 
ways been  done  during  high  water  and  when  the  water  had  accu- 
mulated along  the  highway  on  the  north  side.  This  sudden  open- 
ing dischai'ging  suddenly  a  large  amount  of  w"ater  has  evidently 
been  an  injury  to  Mr.  Wetherwax,  as  his  ditches  have  been  inade- 
quate to  take  the  accumulated  water  thus  suddenly  let  down  on 
his  land,  though  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  the  ditches,  if  kept 
in  their  normal  condition,  would  have  been  ample  to  provide  for 
the  small  amount  of  additional  drainage  coming  through  the 
highway  if  allowed  to  flow  off  gradually  as  it  collected  and  not 
allowed  to  accumulate. 

To  restrain  the  Ouilderland  commissioner  from  opening  the 
culvert  in  the  highii^'ay  Mr.  Wetherwax  «K>me  years  ago  brought 
an  action  before  the  supreme  court  in  Albany  county  ai^king  an 
injunction  against  the  opening  of  the  culvert.  The  motion  was 
denied  by  the  court  without  hearing  the  defendants.  It  is  per- 
fectly feasible  to  drain  either  toward  the  north  or  toward  the 
south  or  to  close  up  the  culvert  and  drain  both  ways  from  the 
highways,  apart  from  the  legal  rights  of  the  several  parties^  and 
if  nothing  l>ut  the  physical  conditions  of  the  lands  were  to  be  con- 
sidered, I  should  recommend  that  the  culvert  be  closed  and  that 
each  town  take  oare  of  its  own  drainage,  as  Profeswor  Hrown 
recommended.  In  view,  however,  of  the  uncertainty  as  to  the 
legal  rights  involved  if  such  a  rccoiumendation  were  ado-ptc^d  and 
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made  the  order  of  yonr  Board,  and  the  probability  that  such  an 
order  would  lead  to  further  strife  and  disBention  before  it  could 
be  enforced,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  better  procedure  would 
be  for  the  State  Board  of  Health  to  direct  the  local  boards  of 
health  of  the  to^ns  of  Rotterdam  and  Guilderland  to  convene 
and  to  order  the  abatement  of  the  un«ianitarv  conditions  which 
exist  at  this  place  on  account  of  the  defective  drainage,  and  to 
recommend  to  the  two  local  boards  that,  inasmuch  as  the  local 
boards  have  no  authority  to  designate  the  particular  method  by 
which  a  nuisance  shall  be  abated,  the  two  local  boards  unite  with 
the  supervisors  of  the  two  towns,  and  if  possible  the  landowners 
concerned,  in  a  petition  to  the  supreme  court  to  appoint  a  drain- 
age commission  to  consider  the  matter  of  the  defective  drainage, 
and  to  carry  out  the  necessary  steps  to  secure  the  completion  of 
the  needed  improvwnents.  The  law  under  which  such  action 
would  be  taken  comprises  chapter  ^^^  of  1S69;  chapter  3(13  of 
1S71;  chapter  (>36  of  1S86,  and  numf^rous  acts  amendatorj'  thereto 
since  those  dates.  By  reference  to  section  2  of  chapter  fi36  of 
1SSI>  you  will  observe  that  the  law  contemplates  pn> vision  for 
]»ublic  health  as  in  the  jwvsent  c;ise.  Tliere  is  no  donbt  that  an  un- 
sanitary condition  exists  on  the  north  side  of  the  highway  when 
the  culvert  is  closed,  and  on  tli«'  sonth  side  after  it  has  been 
t»pened  during  high  water. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  very  truly  yours, 

OLIN  H.  I^\yDRETn, 


NISKATUNA  DRAINAGE  DEFECTS 


To  the  StcU  Board  of  Health: 

Gentlemen — About  six  weeks  ago  I,  th**  nnd^'rsignttl,  togt^her 
with  several  residents  of  the  ti»wn  of  Xiskayuna.  pr^^-nted  to 
the  board  of  health  of  the  said  tf»wn  of  Xisk:nnn,^  a  |^  ;ition 
tM'ling  the  attenti^m  of  said  IwKinl  of  li-.ilih  to  iIk-  imli.  ;:ithy 
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condition  of  a  certain  plot  of  land  lying  adjacent  to  the  city  of 
Schenectady  upon  which  there  is  stagnant  water  in  such  condi- 
tion ais  to  be  dangerous  to  the  health  of  the  residents  in  the  por- 
tion of  said  town  in  which  the  same  is  located. 

This  plot  of  land  referred  to  is  situated  on  the  lands  of  Pur- 
man  and  Denby,  on  the  north  side  of  the  highway  known  as  the 
Albany  and  Schenectady  turnpike. 

Since  the  making  of  said  petition  and  the  presenitation  of  the 
same  nothing  has  been  done  by  the  said  board  of  health,  and  as 
the  warm  weather  is  now  at  hand  the  residents  in  that  portion 
of  the  said  town  in  which  the  said  .stagnant  water  i®  are  very 
much  in  fear  that  it  may  be  the  means  of  causing  disease  and 
conta^on,  and  be  a  manace  to  the  health  of  the  community;  there- 
fore your  petitioner,  the  undersigned,  respectfully  asks  the  assist- 
ance of  the  State  Board  of  Health  for  the  purpose  of  abating  the 
mcance  herein  referred  to. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Dated  Jum  30,  1899.  J.  B.  BAILEY 

STATE  OF  NEW  YORK,  )  ^^  . 

OOUNTY  OF  ScHRNliKJTADY,    S 

I,  the  undersigned  health  officer  of  the  town  of  Nisfoiyuna,  in 
the  county  of  Schenectady,  N.  Y.,  do  hereby  certify  that  I  have 
inspected  the  premises  referred  to  in  the  annexed  petition,  and 
find  that  a  stagnant  pool  of  water  exists  upon  the  lands  of  Fur- 
man  and  Denby,  which  said  pool  of  water,  in  my  judgment,  ren- 
ders the  locality  in  question  unhealthy  and  might  be  the  cause 
of  creating  disease,  and  is  a  menace  to  the  health  of  the  com- 
munity. 

Burton  Van  Zandt,  M.  D.,  704  Albany  street 

Dated  ScuEXBOTADy,  June  30,  1899 

To  the  Board  of  Health  of  the  town  of  Niskayuna: 

Gentlemen — We,  the  undersigned  residents  of  the  town  of 
Niskayuna,  residing  on  the  northerly  side  of  State  street,  con- 
tin  ihmI  in  siud  (own  and  clo^u^ly  adjoining  Ihe  city  of  Scht^nec- 
tady,  do  herel)y  call  your  attention  and  complain  of  the  unhealthy 
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condition  of  certain  lands  in  said  town  lying  northerly  of  said 
State  street  and  nearby  the  city  line  as  aforesaid,  the  cause  of 
our  complaint  being  due  to  stagnant  water  standing  in  a  certain 
ditch  on  said  lands,  due  to  said  ditch  being  not  properly  cared 
for  and  opened  so  as  to  permit  the  said  water  to  run  off  the  said 
land,  which  is  of  a  low,  modst  and  swampy  character.  If  the 
said  water  be  permitted  to  remain  stagnant,  as  it  now  is,  it  will 
certainly  generate  and  spread  disease,  and  is  at  present  a  menace 
to  the  health  of  the  undersigned.  The  lands  wpon  which  the  said 
water  is  belongs,  as  your  petitioners  are  informed  and  believe, 
to  Denby  and  Furman.  It  is  earnestly  hoped  by  your  petitioners 
that  immediate  action  will  be  taken  in  this  matter  and  the  nui- 
sance abated  and  the  danger  incident  thereto  removed. 


Henry  Van  Patten 
Robert  Shaw 
John  Wilson 
Fi'ed  Schiller 
(■has.  Iloltzmann 
F.  W.  Ranklns 
J.  Hanks  Bailey 
John  Allen 
James  Mvers 
n.  S.  Moore 
Henry  Brown 
J.  Henry  Vogel 
F.  H,  Keeper 
Date<l  Map  2,  1SS9. 


J.  T.  Gaedmill 
Nicholas  Scholter 
Simeon  Beebe 
D.  H.  Williame 
J.  H.  Amo 
P.  Devendorf 
James  Buckley 
C'has.  Tillapaugh 
Geo.  G.  Brown 
John  Plant 
W.  H.  Appe 
II.  L.  McCormick 
J.  F.  McCormick 


SriiRNF>^Ai>Y,  N.  Y.,  Dcccmbcf'  31,  1899 

Baxtbk  T.   Smki.zkr,  t^ccrctan/  State  HimiH  of  Ucatth,  Albanpy 
N.  Y.: 

Dear  Sir — I  beg  to  submit  the  followin^r  rejwrt  on  my  investi- 
gation of  the  defective  drainage  on  the  lands  of  Furman  and 
Denby  in  the  town  of  Xiskayuna  and  adjacent  to  the  city  of 
Srhontviadv. 


State  Board  of  IIrat.th  167 

H.  E.  Funuau  m  the  owner  or  joint  owner  of  a  tmet  of 
land  near  the  city  of  SrheniH-tady,  in  the  town  of  Niskaynna,  and 
closely  adjacent  to  a  portion  of  State  Htreet  (Schenectady)  pro- 
longed, which  is  quite  closely  built  up  with  residence's.  Thifi 
tract  of  land  cowtains  a  low  iK>rtion,  which  ivs  wet  in  wet  weather 
but  which  has  always — or  at  least  for  many  yeara  past — had 
drainage  through  the  adjoining  lands  of  a  Dr.  Denby,  a  resident 
of  New  York  city,  whose  agent  in  charge  of  the  tract  of  land  is 
Marcue  Wing,  of  Schenectady.  I  talked  with  eeveral  men 
who  have  known  the  property  continuously  for  from  20  to 
35  yeans,  including  a  former  owner  of  the  Denby  tmct, 
all  of  whom  Btated  thaft  the  ditch  by  which  the  Furman  and 
Denby  lands  were  drained  had  been  in  use  without  interruption 
during  their  knowledge  of  the  land.  The  hind  in  question  has 
no  other  means  of  drainage  without  the  cutting  of  an  artificial 

* 

channel  by  a  route  longer  and  deeiKu*  than  the  (me  by  which  it 
has  always  been  drained.  Duinng  comparatively  rinent  years  it 
appeal's  to  have  been  the  custom  for  the  owners  of  the  two  tracts 
to  divide  the  cost  of  keeping  the  drainage  ditch  opc^n  when  it 
required  any  attention,  and  Furman  denies  having  ever  declined 
to  continue  to  assume  one-half  the  expense.  During  the  past 
summer  Denby  had  the  ditch  draining  the  two  piroi>erties  filled 
up,  thus  destiH)ying  the  drainage  of  the  Furman  tract  and  caus- 
ing the  waiter  to  accumuulate  in  the  low  paiis. 

At  the  time  of  my  first  examination  I  found  water  standing  in 
two  cellara  near  by  at  the  same  level  as  the  water  standing  on 
the  Furman  tract  and  the  occupants  stated  that  though  they  fre- 
quently had  water  to  enter  their  ee^llars  in  early  spring  it  was 
unusual  for  it  to  occur  during  the  early  fall,  as  was  the  case  at 
the  time  of  my  examination.  Tln^re  is  no  doubt  in  my  mind  as 
to  the  fact  that  the  accumulaticm  of  water  in  the  low  i)in't8  of 
the  Furman  tract  is  unsanitary  and  a  menace  to  the  health  of 
the  immediate  inhabitants,  as  claimed  in  their  petition  to  the 
local  board  of  health.  It  is  quite  likely  the  case  that  Furman, 
who  owns  but  does  not  occupy  the  tract  has  been  injured  by  the 
cloS'ing  of  dminage  and  would  be  again  bi'ntfited  by  its  opening, 
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but  I  il(»  not  wf  tluit  that  fart  slioiild  stauil  iu  tlie  wav  «^f  n* 
uuM'jij;^  an  iiii>ninjtar>'  com! i lion,  iKirticularly  as  the  condition 
ha»  b(*en  brought  about  by  a  definite  and  a  rt»cent  act  apparently 
without  warrant.  These  are  the  facts  as  I  have  been  able  to 
gather  them.  I  fixed  two  different  dates  for  meeting  Mr.  Wing, 
the  agent  of  the  Denbv  tract,  but  he  did  not  appear  at  either 
time  and  I  have  been  unable  to  lejirn  anything  from  him  as  to  the 
matter.  Mr.  Funnan  furnished  me  an  opinion  of  an  attorney 
aa  to  the  right  of  Denby  to  close  the  ditch,  a  copy  of  which 
opinion  I  append  hereto.  In  view  of  the  facts  as  stated  I  beg 
to  recommend  that  in  accordance  with  the  last  clause  of  section 
25  of  the  Public  health  law  the  State  Board  of  Health  direct 
the  board  of  health  of  the  town  of  Niskayuna  to  convene  and  de- 
clare the  existence  of  the  ponds  and  ditches  of  standing  water 
on  the  lands  of  Funnan  and  Denby  to  be  a  nuisance,  and  the  fill- 
ing in  of  the  drainage  ditch  through  Denby's  land  to  be  a  nui- 
sance contributing  to  and  producing  the  former  nuisance,  and 
direct  the  board  of  health  of  Niskayuna  to  order  and  enforce 
the  abatement  of  the  above  mentioned  nuisances. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  very  truly  yours, 

OLIN  H.  LANDRETir, 

Consulting  engineer 

To  H.  K.  Funnan: 

Dear  Kir — Replying  to  your  inquiry  as  to  whether  the  ditch 
which  cro8S<^  your  land  and  the  adjacent  land  of  one  Denby  was 
rightfully  clewed,  the  cloKiug  of  which  has  caus(Hl  and  does  cause 
the  cellars  in  the  vicinity  of  the  ditch  in  question  to  become 
damp  and  wat(T  to  stand  therein,  would  say  that  I  am  quite 
authenticallv  informed  that  the  ditch  is  the  drain  of  this  locality 
and  hiis  bin^n  iis<*d  as  such  for  more  than  5()  years,  and  duiiiig 
that  iKM'i^Ml  it  was  always  nM-ognizt^l  and  maintained  as  such 
until  re<;ently  clos<»d.  In  view  of  this  fact  I  am  of  the  (qiinion 
that  the  closing  of  said  drain  was  unauthorizcnl. 

Yours  truly, 
DANIEL  NAYrX)N,  JR. 
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POLLUTION  OF  WATER  OF  AUSABLB  RIVER 


Keesbevillb),  N.  Y.,  August  21,  1899. 

New  York  State  Hoard  of  Health,  Albany,  N.  Y,: 

\W  ha\x»  analyHiH  of  water  in  the  Ausable  river  madebj  B.  T. 
Hmelzer  UDfler  date  of  November  15,  1897.  The  eondition  of  the 
river  has  st(»adily  j^rown  worse  ever  sinee,  and  now  it  is  low 
water  and  we  woiihl  like  to  have  it  inspected  by  your  Board  or 
one  of  them. 

Answer  at  once  and  let  me  know  what  it  will  cost  us  to  have 
your  man  come  and  see  it  as  it  is. 

M.  A.  THOMAS, 
Water  commissioTwr,  KeesetMle,  N.  7. 

Albany,  August  2^,  1899 
M.  A.  Thomas,  Water  commissioner,  KeesevUle,  N.  Y.: 

Dear  Sir — I  am  in  receipt  of  your  communication  of  the  2l8t 
instant  requesting  that. a  representative  of  this  Board  be  sent  to 
Keeseville  for  the  purpose  of  examining  the  condition  of  Ausable 
river. 

In  reply  you  are  informed  that  one  of  the  oflBeers  of  this  Board 
will  visit  Keeseville  in  a  short  time  for  the  purpose  of  making 
the  desired  investigation. 

You  will  be  notified  when  our  representative  will  visit  Keese- 
ville. 

Very  resiK'ctfully, 

BAXTER  T.  SMELZER, 

Secretary 

Utica,  N.  Y.,  September  26,  1899 

Honorable  the  State  Board  of  Health: 

August  25  last  Secretary  Smelzer  directed  me  to  visit  Keese- 
ville, N.  Y.,  and  inv(^tigate  the  complaint  of  M.  A.  Tbonnas,  water 
toniuiiwioner  of  Ketstville,  relative  to  the  pollution  of  the  water 
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biipply  of  tliO  viilago.  Aritihgeniohts  Svere  made,  and  on*  the  31st 
ot  August  1  met  Mr.  l^homas,  with  Mr.  Prescott,  president  of  the 
village,  and  together  we  in^pe(;|ed  the  location  of  all  sources  of 
sewage  discharged  into  the  Ausable  river,  the  condition  of  the 
river  bed  and  banks,  and  the  intake  to  the  water  supply.  My 
investigation  may  properly  follow  theee  lines  and  be  expressed 
in  the  throe  propositions: 

First — Is  the  water  supply  of  Keeseville  polluted  as  aUeged  by 
the  village  commissioner? 

Second — If  the  supply  be  polluted,  what  are  the  causes?  . 

Third — If  the  causes  of  the  pollution  can  be  located,  what  are 
the  remedies? 

To  clearly  understand  things  a  little  history  is  necessary. 
Keeseville  is  a  thrifty,  substantial  village  of  2500  inhabitants. 
Founded  long  ago,  manufactures  of  horse  nails  and  lumber  have 
grown  up,  utilizing  the  water  power  at  this  point  provided  by 
the  Ausable  river.  This  river  rises  in  about  the  center  of  Essex 
county,  one  branch  of  it  finding  its  source  in  the  very  summits 
of  the  highest  of  the  Adirondack  mountain®,  Mt.  Marcy,  Hay- 
stack, Sabele  and  others.  This  branch  flows  in  a  northerly  di- 
rection through  the  Ausable  lakes  and  the  beautiful  Keene  val- 
ley, augmented  v(»ry  frequently  by  creeks  and  br(M>ks  from  the 
mountain  sloi)es  on  either  side.  At  Ausable  Forks  this  branch 
IS  joined  by  another,  or  west  branch,  flowing  nearly  the  ^me 
volume  of  water.  lUsing  on  the  northerly  slopes  of  Mt.  Mc- 
Intyre,  it  soon  meets  the  outlet  of  Lake  Placid,  and  flowing  north- 
easterly between  the  mountain  ranges  for  28  to  30  miles,  it  meets 
the  east  branch  or  Keene  valley  branch  at  Ausable  Forks. 

From  the  junction  the  river  flows  with  moderate  fall  12 
miles  to  Keeseville;  thence  about  six  miltv*  more  to  Lake  Cham- 
plain,  passing  through  the  famous  AuKiible  chasm,  three  or  four 
miles  from  the  lake. 

Keeseville  is  on  both  banks  of  this  river,  about  six  miles  from 
its  mouth.  Most  of  the  river's  watershed  is  made  up  of  forest 
coven^d  mountain  sloiies,  a  largf-  p<Mri'iit;i^e  of  it  being  virgin 
forest.  At  the  banee  of  these  sloi>es  springs  abound.  Many  of 
the  brooks  find  their  origin  in  ponds  or  lakes. 
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On  the  wliolo  watc*rslK*tl  of  TifMI  and  nioit*  6<tiiiaiv  iiiil(^  abovr 
Keeseville  there  are  less  than  half  a  score  of  villages,  and  all  but 
three  of  these  are  the  merest  hamlets.  Ausable  Porks,  Lake  Placid 
and  Keene  Valley  are  the  three  towns  with  any  population  to 
speak  of  living  there  the  year  around.  In  these  towns  the  sum- 
mer population  is-  largely  augmented. 

First — Is  the  water  supply  of  Keeseville  polluted? 

The  water  supply  of  Keeseville  is  taken  from  the  Ausable  river. 
The  supply  of  water  in  the  distribution  system  is  maintained  by 
a  pumping  plant. 

The  pumps  are  located  in  a  building  on  the  right  bank  of  the 
river  at  the  head  of  the  mill  race  loading  from  the  dam  built 
acroes  the  river  near  the  upper  part  of  the  village.  The  water 
from  this  mill-race  is  taken  into  the  wheel  pit  of  the  pumping 
plant,  and  an  enlargement  of  this  wheel  pit  is  the  well  in  which 
the  suction  pij)e  of  the  pumps  is  placed.  The  pumps  are  run  by 
water  power  and  pump  directly  into  the  mains.  The  pumps  are 
in  duplicate,  and  ordinarily  the  power  of  the  wheel  is  ample  to 
maintain  80  pounds  pressure  on  the  mains  at  the  pump.  Both 
pumx>s  can  be  thrown  in  and  the  pi*ossure  increased  for  fire  pur- 
poses.   The  system  was  put  in  use  in  1885. 

There  is  not  now  nor  has  there  been  an  epidemic  of  diseases  in 
Keeseville.  The  people  are  at  least  ordinarily  healthy.  When 
the  mains  were  fl'i*8t  laid  the  householders  generally  became  oon- 
sumers  of  the  publi^i  water,  abandoning  their  wells.  Keeseville 
has  no  system  of  sewers  and  there  are  few  private  drains  or  sew- 
ers. I  found  only  one  pipe  disicharging  into  the  pond  above  the 
intake,  and  that  comes  from  a  bcKvrding  school  maintaining  a 
household  of  about  2r»  to  30  persons.  Its  sewage  dis- 
charge is  limited,  and  it  is  on  the  op^msite  side  of  the  river 
fix>m  the  intake  to  the  punii»s,  and  not  far  finim  the  h(?ad  gates 
of  the  mill  raee  on  the  left  bank  of  the  river,  so  that  its  discharge 
is  naturally  drawn  into  that  race  and  away  from  the  pumps.  I 
saw  one  building  only  whose  tenants  use<l  outhouses  located 
directly  over  the  river  and  above  the  intake.  These  two  sources 
of  possable  pollution  are  the  only  vi^^ible  on(^.  They  could  and 
should  be  removed. 
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There  being  uo  sewer  system  in  use,  mtxleru  water-elowets  and 
pluDiibing  arrangement  are  not  common.    They  are  rare. 

The  people  uBe  privy  vaults  and  the  kitchen  wastes  are  thrown 
or  run  onto  the  land  in  the  back  yards.  The  soil  on  the  surface 
and  under  it  is  the  usual  Adirondack  sand  and  gravel.  It  re- 
ceives the  household  wastes  and  filters  them.  Any  effluent  reach- 
ing the  river  must  be  filtered  water. 

In  seeking  further  sources  of  pollution  I  drove  up  the  river  to 
its  sources.  Through  the  farming  dLstriets  the  highways,  hence 
the  farm  buildings,  are  very  generally  a  considerable  distance 
from  the  river.  The  soil  is  universally  sandy,  so  that  waters  from 
these  farm  buildings  are  filtered  before  reaching  the  river. 

Twelve  miles  above  Keeseville  is  the  village  of  Ausable  Forks, 
located  on  the  flat  lands.  Its  population  may  be  800  people. 
No  sewer  system  in  use,  and  the  household  wastes,  or  the 
liquid  portion  of  them,  are  filtered  through  the  sandy  and 
gravelly  soil,  as  at  Keeseville. 

Twenty-six  miles  up  the  west  branch  and  22  miles  up 
the  east  branch  of  the  Ausable  are  the  villages  of  Lake  Placid 
and  Keene  Valley.  They  are  summer  resorts.  Hotels  and  cot- 
tages for  summer  residents  make  the  bulk  of  these  villags.  Any 
sewage  matter  they  create,  if  it  reaches  the  xVusable  stream,  must 
pass  through  lakes  and  still  waters,  over  falls  and  down  rapids. 
Its  quantity  is  too  minute  to  appear,  as  shown  by  an  analysis 
of  the  Ausable  water  taken  from  its  west  branch  at  a  point  near 
Wilmington  notch.  The  analysis  was  made  by  Prof.  Willis  G. 
Tucker,  at  the  State  Board  laboratory,  September  15,  1899,  as 
follows. 

No.  ni:^ 

Ktatej  Hoard  of  IIkalth  of  Nbw  York 

Analysis  of  polabh*  water  (n^sulls  are  iKirfs  in  100,0(10) 

K4H4'iveil  from  Hon.  C.  W.  Adams;  dale  i*eceived,  Septemlier  6, 
1899;  source,  Ive(»seville  vviiter  supi^ly  insiKH-tion;  how  hibeled, 
**  West  branch  Ausable  at  Wilmington,  N.  Y.,  *xx*  before  iiuy  dis* 
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charj^eH  from  Ihe  mill  i-«iib  the  river/'     Appearance:  Color,  light 

greenish  yellow  tint;  turbidity,  none;  sediment,  trifling;  odor  at 

100  degrees  F.,  none;  chlorine  in  chlorides,  0.15;  free  ammonia, 

0.00G2;  albuminoid  ammonia,  0^.0075;  nitrites,  none;  total  solids 

(residue  colorless),  5.40;  loss  on  ignition,  3.60;  behavior  during 

ignition^  darkened;  mineral  matter,  1.80;  remarks,  this  water  is 

decidedly  superior  to  sample  No.  512,  and  is  of  quite  satisfactory 

quality  for  a  surface  water. 

WILLIS  G.  TUCKER, 

Director 

Dated  at  State  Board  of  Health  laboratory,  Albany,  N.  Y., 
September  15,  1890. 

This  analysis  shows  no  pollution  by  sewage,  and  it  shows  a 
good,  potable  water.  Lake  Placid  village  is  six  miles  from  the 
point  where  this  sample  of  water  was  taken,  and  if  there  is  no 
pollution  of  the  water  here,  it  is  still  more  certain  that  there  is  no 
pollution  of  the  water  of  the  east  branch  by  sewage  from  Keene 
Valley. 

The  following  analysis,  also  by  Prof.  Tucker,  made  September 
15,  1899,  is  that  of  a  sample  of  water  taken  from  the  mill-race 
immediately  at  the  point  where  the  water  enters  the  wheel  pit  of 
the  pumping  plant  at  Keeseville. 

No.  512 

State  Board  of  Health  of  Nbjw  York 

Analysis  of  potable  water  (results  are  parts  in  100,000) 

Received  from  Hon.  O.  W.  Adams;  date  received,  September  6, 
1899;  source,  Keeseville  water  supply  inspection;  how  labeled, 
"  Flume  at  the  intake  (>f  Ihe  pump.*'  Apin^nrance:  C^vlor,  decided 
browniish  tint;  turbidity,  «Iiji^ht;  sedinunt,  flight;  odor  at  100  de 
grees  P.,  slight;  chlorine  iu  chlorides,  i\.'2i);  frtv  ammonia,  0.0070; 
albuminoid  amuhniia,  0.tn40;  nitrates,  iwine;  tibial  solids  (residue 
brownish),  2vS.2t>;  loss  on  ignition,  UVJi);  behavior  during  ignition, 
blackenetl  and  inv^-olvetl  sti'oug  <Klor;  nuineral  matter,  7.00;  re- 
marks, this  water  is  not  of  very  sjitisfattory  cjiiality  for  dmuestic 
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use.     It  contains  rou^idcrable  orgauk?  matter,  evidently  chielly 
of  vegetable  origin,  and  shows  little  evidence  of  sewage  pollution. 

WILLIS  G.  TUCKER, 

Director 

Dated  at  State  Board  of  Health  laboratory,  Albany  N.  Y.,  Sep- 
tember 15,  1899. 

This  analysis  shows  a  lot  of  organic  matter. 

As  an  interesting  comparison  I  submit  the  following  analysis 
of  Ausable  river  water  taken  from  a  point  a  little  way  above  the 
intake  tM>  the  pumps  at  Keeseville  in  November,  1897,  and  an- 
alyzed by  Prof.  Tucker  November  15,  1897. 

No.  407 

State  Board  op  Hkalth  of  New  York 

Analysis  of  potable  water  (i^esults  are  parts  in  100,000) 

Received  from  M.  A.  Thomas,  water  commissioner,  Keeseville, 
N.  Y.;  date  received,  November  10,  1897;  source,  Ausable  river, 
one-quarter  mile  above  Keeseville;  how  labeled,  "  Sample  of  water 
from  Ausable  river,  Keeseville,  N.  Y."  CJolor  and  appearance: 
Transparent,  decided  yellowish  tint;  slight  flocculent  sediment; 
odor  at  100  degrees  F.,  slight,  earthy;  chlorine  in  chlorides,  trace; 
free  ammonia,  0.0005;  albuminoid  ammonia,  0.0118;  nitrates, 
none;  total  solids,  8.80;  loss  on  ignition,  5.60;  behavior  during 
ignition,  blackened;  mineral  matter,  3.20;  remarks,  fair  quality. 

WILLIS  G.  TUCKER, 

Director 

Dated  at  State  Board  of  Health  laboratory,  Albany,  N.  Y., 
September  15,  1899. 

A  comparison  shows  the  organic  matter  to  have  largely  in- 
creased from  November,  1897,  to  September,  1899,  as  shown  to 
be  contained  in  the  two  samples  of  water.  The  volume  of  water 
flowing  in  the  river  on  September  1,  1899,  was  very  much  under 
the  normal  flow,  according  to  Commissioner  Thomas,  but  it  does 
not  api>ear  what  the  relative  flow  was  on  November  7,  1897. 
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Both  samples  being  taken  in  the  autumn  season  when  the  Adi- 
rondack streams  are  at  their  lowest  stage  fas  shown  by  our  study 
of  the  Hudson  river  watershed  and  published  in  the  fcytale  engi- 
neer's report  for  181)G)  it  is  fair  to  compare  them.  This  comi)ari- 
son  shows  that  the  water  supply  of  Keeseville  is  polluted  and  the 
l>ollution  is  increasing. 

The  observed  effect  of  this  pollution  ib  not  increased  sickness. 
It  is  seen  in  the  diminished  pressure  and  lessened  supply  of  water 
at  the  faucets  in  the  houses,  in  the  failure  of  water  motors  to 
run,  and  in  other  places  where  the  supply  to  the  oonmimer  is 
through  small  pipes.  These  small  pipes  become  clogged  with  an 
accumulation  of  a  brownish  colored,  flooculent,  slimy,  viscous 
substance,  which  adheres  to  the  sides  of  the  pipes^  and  cannot 
be  forced  out  with  the  available  press-ure  on  the  mains.  It  is 
seen  in  the  water-closet  flush  tanks;  in  the  public  drinking  foun- 
tains. It  is  plainly  seen  on  the  river  bottom  where  low  water 
has  exposed  formerly  submerged  surfaces.  The  damage  it  does 
appears  in  the  lessening  use  of  the  public  water  siipply  by  the 
people,  and  a  return  to  well  and  cistern  water.  A  further  danger 
is  ft^red  that  the  increasing  quantity  of  this  substance  will  even- 
tually clog  the  smaller  mains  and  hydrant  connections,  increasing 
the  fire  risk. 

From  the  foregoing  the  fin4  proposition  seems  to  me  to  be 
answered  aflBrmatively.    The  water  supply  is  polluted. 

Second — If  the  supply  be  polluted,  what  are  the  causes? 

In  seeking  the  causes  or  sources  of  pollution  of  a  water  supply, 
a  first  step  is  an  analysis  of  the  water  to  reveal  the  character  of 
the  pollution.  Analyses  of  samples  of  this  water  have  been  made 
by  Professor  Tucker  and  their  results  are  given  above.  Pollution 
by  sewage  is  not  indicated  by  them  nor  should  it  be  expect^Mi  from 
what  I  have  shown  to  be  the  conditions  existing.  One  privy 
used  by  two  or  three  families  discharging  directly  into  the  pond 
at  Keeseville  and  one  small  sewer  pipe  discharging  the  sewage 
from  a  small  private  school,  into  the  same  pond  but  on  the  oppo- 
site side  from  the  intake  to  the  pumps,  are  conditions  that  are 
objectionable  and  can  and  should  be  removed,  but  their  relative 
volume  eomimred  with  (he  flow  of  water  in  the  river  is  insignifi- 
cant.   Not  one  chance  in  one  thousand  that  any  of  tliis  sewage 
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o^uld  be  taken  into  the  punix>s.  As  the  dam  is  175  feet  long  and 
the  water  flows  normally  six  inches  deep  over  it  with  head  gates 
shut,  and  the  service  reijuires  only  about  350  gallons  per  minute, 
the  relative  volume  is  readily  seen. 

Any  fmllution  of  the  river  by  8ewag<»  matter  nln^ve  Keesc^ville, 
from  the  faclw  and  conditions  1  hav(»  set  out  abov(»  in  describing 
the  watershed,  is  too  i^emote  to  be  c<m«idered.  The  analysis  given 
shows  tlK*re  is  no  such  i>ollutiou. 

The  cause  mu»t  be  located  elsewhere,  and  we  belit^ve  it  to  b<* 
in  the  pulp  mill  on  the  west  branch  of  the  Ausable  alK>ut  one 
mile  above  Ausable  Forks.  According  io  Commissioner  Thomas, 
the  water  pumped  was  clear  and  pure  and  sutisfaetory  for  1(1 
years.  Then  trouble  began  a  year  or  so  after  the  erection  of 
this  pulp  mill.  It  is  the  only  pulp  mill  and  the  only  manufac- 
turing industry  on  the  river  above  Keeseville.  To  connect  it  with 
the  known  pollution,  consider  these  facts:  The  pulp  mill  in  ques- 
tion is  owned  and  operated  by  the  J.  &  J.  Rogers  company.  It 
is  equipped  with  modern  machinery  for  making  wood  pulp  by  the 
sulphite  process  from  spruce  wood.  Prom  the  spruce  log  to  the 
compleed  pulp  this  process  is  briefly  described: 

The  logs  are  cut,  put  into  the  streams  and  floated  to  the  mill. 
The  mill  runs  day  and  night  all  the  year,  consuming  200  cords 
in  24  hours,  but  the  logs  are  sent  to  the  mill  only  by  the  spring 
drives,  lasting  a  month  or  so  in  the  spring  of  the  year.  It  follows 
that  a  large  percentage  of  the  year's  supply  of  logs  is  collected 
in  booms  and  lies  soaking  in  the  river  above  the  mill  for  months. 
The  bark  is  on  the  logs  and  the  tannin  and  coloring  matters  in 
the  wood  and  bark  are  to  a  considerable  extent  released,  and  at 
least  discolor  the  water. 

Boaking  the  logs  facilitates  the  process  of  making  the  pulp,  but 
it  is  not  essential,  and  as  the  logs  of  necessity  are  removed  from 
the  river  before  the  pulping  process  begins,  why  not  remove  them 
at  once  and  largely  r(»duce  the  discoloration  of  the  water? 

When  the  log  gets  into  the  mill  the  process  begins  in  the  re- 
moval of  the  bark.  It  is  then  split  into  pieces  and  these  are 
further  cleaned  of  any  remaining  l>ark,  and  the  rotten  knots  and 
parts  cut  out.  The  split  pieces  are  then  chii>p(»d  by  a  machine 
into  small  chips.    The  chips  are  sorted  to  some  extent.    The  re- 
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fuse  cliii>s  und  hark  are  carried  to  the  hoiler  house  and  hurned 
for  making  eteaiu.  The  wood  in  thia  finely  divided  state  is  car- 
ried into  the  digesters  in  which  it  is  cooked. 

A  large  size  digester  will  hold  25  cords  of  wood  besides  tlie 
liquor  rcMjuired  to  cook  it,  say  15,000  gallons  or  more. 

The  li(|Uor  for  coirking  is  prei>ared  in  the  Rogers  mill  by  burn- 
ing (Hmimercially  i)ur<'  sulphur  in  a  fumace  retort,  to  ]U'oduce 
sulphuroui^  acid  ga«,  forcing  the  gai4  through  w^aier  in  ianks, 
wliich  water  has  been  previously  combined  with  lime  and  mag- 
nesiia  in  solution.  The  digester  is  heated  with  steam  and  its 
contents  of  liquor  and  wood  are  heated  and  boiled  with  a  con- 
stantly augmented  steam  heat,  continuing  the  cooking  perhaps 
two  days  and  nights.  When  the  "  cook  "  is  completed  the  liquor 
is  blown  off  and  wasted  into  the  river.  The  pulp  remains  and  is 
removed  to  the  presses  where  all  the  remaining  liquor  is  forced 
out  which  it  is  p>0S8ible  to  do  under  enormous. hydraulic  pressure. 
What  remains  of  the  mtlpMte  wood  pulp,  and  later,  in  the  form 
of  paper,  together  with  the  product  of  other  sulphite  mills,  it  is 
15  per  cent  to  20  per  cent  of  the  pai>er  ui>on  which  all  the  news 
papers  of  to-day  are  printed. 

Analyses  of  unbleached  sulphite  pulp  have  b(*en  made  by  A.  I), 
liittle,  of  Boston,  an  author  of  works  on  paper  making,  and  a 
high  authority  on  the  subject  of  wood  pulp  processes. 

They  show  that  such  wood  pulp  as  al>ove  described  consists  of 
from  80  per  cent  to  90  per  cent  "  cellulose,"  five  per  cent  to  10 
per  cent  moisture,  one  and  five-tenths  per  cent  of  mineral 
matter — lime,  magnesia  and  sulphur,  in  various  chemical  combi- 
nations— one  per  cent,  to  nine  per  cent,  of  other  substances,  which 
is  called  "  lignin,"  and  is  the  encrusting  material  which  fills  in 
and  around  the  fibre  comi>osing  the  wood  of  the  living  tree  and 
hence  of  the  spruce  log. 

The  object  of  the  whole  process  has  been  to  separate  and  yq- 
mo\e  this  '*  lignin ''  from  the  fibre  or  "  cellulose,"  and  the  per- 
centage of  lignin  remaining  in  the  pulp  is  what  esca|KHl  the  action 
of  the  heat  and  acids  in  the  digester.  The  pulp  maker  wishes 
it  was  not  there  but  had  gone  off  with  the  w\isted  liquor. 

12 
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Of  the  whole  volume  of  wood  pnt  into  the  digester  as  epmce 
ehipe,  only  about  50  per  cent  of  it  comes  out  as  pulp.  The 
remainder  is  blown  off  with  the  waste  liquor,  in  combination  or 
solution.  It  is  the  useless  portion  of  the  wood  for  pulp,  the  reein, 
gum  and  other  organic  matters,  as  well  as  some  of  the  lime,  mag- 
nesia and  suljihur  which  was  put  into  the  liquor. 

This  waste  litpior  hos  been  studitni  bv  chemists.  They  find 
that  it  contains  some  chemical  substances  which  if  removed  would 
l>e  of  value,  but  their  relative  quantity  compared  with  that  of 
the  liquor  has  so  far  r*^ndert*d  abortive  all  attempts  at  recovery 
on  a  commercial  scale. 

In  the  course  of  my  inquiry  as  to  the  treatment  of  this  waste 
liquor  the  Rogers  company  state  that  they  do  not  treat  it  but  are 
interested  to  learn  of  any  promising  method  and  would  like  to 
take  it  up. 

An  analysis  given  by  Chemist  Little  of  this  waste  liquor  show^ 
that  it  contains  per  litre  {J2M  gallons) — sulphuroos  acid,  3.86 
grammes;  sulphuric  acid,  7.33  grammes;  chlorine,  0J!9  grammes, 
and  by  evaporation  of  one  litre,  and  drying,  yielded  K^  grammes 
of  residue,  which  on  ignition  left  19  grammes  of  ash,  containing 
mostly  lime,  with  some  magnesia,  potash  and  soda.  There  were, 
therefore.  9<>  gramnu^  of  organic  matter  per  litre. 

It  is  plain  then  what  a  very  larg**  quantity  of  organic  matter  is 
disiharged  into  th«'  Ans;ible  river  by  th»»  Rogi^*rs  mill  when  it  is 
remembered  that  th^  mill  ci^nsunu*s  2tX>  o^nls  of  spnu^e  per  day. 
(>ne  digester  "  cooks"  25  n>rds  at  a  time  and  ret]uires  60  cubic 
metres  of  liquor  in  which  to  co*>k  it:  6t^  cubic  nu-tres  e^^ual  15,846 
gallons.  Tivo  huntlnnl  c^nls  of  Wixxl  iH*r  day  till  eight  digt^ters 
containing  25  conls  earh.  and  therefore  ni'^jnire  12t»JX^^  gallons 
of  liquor  iK*r  day,  \\Lith  ici  liis.jhari:*^!  into  the  river,  ami  alnnit 
Irt  j>er  cent  uf  this  is  organic  matter. 

Third — If  the  caus<*t<  of  the  jH^lIution  can  be  looateil.  \\hdt  are 
the  remedies? 

I  havt*  >hM\\n  that  th^  aui>e.  far  and  a^\av  ur*-ai  »  t*'an  all 
othfr-rs.  is  tht-  siiip'uite  pulp  mill  ^r  Au<able  F»»rk^  AIm>  a  |hi«- 
bibie  small  iKiliutiou  bv  s*-\\*me  at  Ket-s^x  :I1»\ 
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What  are  tlu*  iinm'dieH? 

Thi«  is  the  vital  question  and  it  demands  moet  careful  con- 
sideration.   I  suggest  four  steps: 

First — Exercise  the  full  power  of  the  State  Board  of  Health 
and  direct  the  J.  &  J.  Rogers  company  of  Ansable  Porks  to  cease 
discharging  the  liquid  waetes  from  the  pulp  mill  they  operate 
near  that  village  into  the  Aneable  river,  except  after  giving  it 
such  treatment  that  the  effluent  liquid  shall  not  pollute  the 
stream. 

Second — Direct  the  board  of  trustees  of  Keeseville  to  take  such 
action  as  will  remove  the  privy  built  over  the  bed  of  the  river  and 
attached  lo  some  buildings  located  on  the  right  bank  of  the  river 
a  few  hundred  feet  above  the  dam  and  intake.  Then  provide  a 
sewer  or  other  means  of  receiving  and  discharging  the  soil  and 
wastes  of  the  tenants  of  the  buildings  to  a  point  below  the  dam. 
Also  that  they  shall  cause  the  sewer  connected!  with  the  McOaul- 
ley  academy,  and  now  discharging  into  the  river  from  the  left 
bank  near  the  bridge  just  above  the  dam,  to  be  extended  down 
the  river  with  its  new  outlet  into  the  mill-race. 

Third — If  the  first  step  be  impracticable,  direct  the  water 
commission  of  Keeseville  to  provide  some  form  of  filter  that 
shall  effectually  purify  the  water  supplied  to  the  pumps;  the 
commission  to  determine  upon  the  kind  of  filter  or  method  of 
purification,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  State  Board  of 
Health. 

Fourth — Advise  the  water  commission  of  Keeseville  to  find 
some  other  source  of  water  supply  than  that  now  used. 

Taking  up  each  of  these  steps  in  detail  and  considering  the 
reasons  and  effect  of  the  action  suggested: 

First  step — II  is  in  bi  i(»f  to  direct  the  pulp  mill  ownei*s  to  stop 
polluting  the  stream  by  liquid  wastes  from  their  mill.  The 
broad  powers  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  could  be  exercised 
to  carry  out  such  order,  and  if  it  were  given  and  enforced  it  is 
certain  that  the  water  supply  of  Keeseville  would  be  restored 
quickly  to  its  former  purity.  The  grounds  for  the  justice  of 
such  action  appear  wIhmi  we  consider  that  Keeseville  was  first 
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A  couHiderable  proportiou  of  the  HulpburouH  arid  remain iiijj;  in 
the  digesters  at  the  end  of  the  cook  has  been  for  some  years 
regularly  recovered  by  the  well-known  Drewson  process. 

Yours  very  truly, 

A.  D.  WTTLB 

We  see  from  this  letter  how  serious  the  problem  is.  It  must 
be  remembered  too  that  in  Europe  wood  pulp  was  first  prepared 
by  the  processes  still  used — among  them  the  sulphite  process. 
The  laws  governing  the  pollution  of  potable  water  are  more 
strict  there  and  the  people  consider  their  enforcement  as  an 
ordinary  matter  of  fact.  Notwithstanding  these  things,  the  sul- 
phite mills  have  failed  to  purify  their  waste  liquors. 

It  would  seem  to  follow  that  if  this  '*  first  step ''  be  taken  by 
the  Board,  the  Rogers  mill  must  shut  down  unless  its  owners 
can  find  some  way  to  purify  their  waste  liquor. 

The  second  step  should  be  taken  anyway  and  enf<Mrced  by 
proper  resolution  of  the  board. 

The  fourth  step  should  not  be  taken  until  the  first  step  has 
been  determined  impracticable,  and  the  third  step  has  proved 
a  failure. 

The  third  step  is  the  one  to  take  under  all  the  circum- 
stances. Its  thorough  and  intelligent  trial  may  disclose 
methods  which  would  make  the  first  step  applicable  later  on, 
not  only  in  this  particular  case  but  at  other  pulp  mills  on  Adiron- 
dack or  other  streams.  It  would  be  fair  treatment  to  require 
the  Rogers  company  to  share  with  Keeseville  in  the  expense 
of  the  undertaking,  if  indeed  it  ought  not  bear  the  whole  ex- 
pense, since  it  causes  the  pollution. 

CONCLUSIONS 

To  put  the  substance  of  this  report  into  eflfeit  and  to  briefly 
furnish  the  Board  with  something  tangible,  I  suggest  for  your 
consideration  the  following  n^soliitions: 

Whereas,  it  appears  from  the  report  of  0.  W.  Adams,  consult- 
ing engineer,  that  the  allegaliona  of  the  water  conunission  of 
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ceivod  from  A.  1).  Little,  of  Bostou,  a  ubeiuical  engineer  to  whom 
I  have  referred  before,  bearing  directly  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  Little  has  just  returned  from  Europe,  where  he  has  been 
investigating  the  sulphite  process  with  especial  reference  to 
the  treatment  of  waste  liquors.     lie  writes: 


Boston,  October,  1899 
Campbell  W.  Adams,  75  Arcade,  I  ilea,  N.  Y,: 

Dear  Sir — I  regret  to  have  been  so  long  in  replying  to  your 
letter  of  September  27,  but  I  have  just  returned  from  Europe 
and  am  exceedingly  busy  upon  a  long  report.  You  are  right  in 
your  supposition  that  I  wrote  the  portion  of  the  chemistry  of 
**  Paper  making  "  which  relates  to  the  sulphite  process.  Since 
the  publication  of  the  book  in  1894  many  experiments  have  been 
made,  for  the  most  part  abroad,  looking  toward  the  recovery  or 
destruction  of  the  waste  liquors  from  this  process.  In  some 
cases  deep  wells  have  been  bored  into  which  the  liquors  were 
discharged.  This  has  usually  resulted  in  subsequent  pollution 
of  waters  at  other  points  and  the  wells  in  time  choke  up.  Other 
mills  have  built  artificial  ponds  in  which  the  waste  waters  were 
impounded  and  allowed  to  soak  into  the  ground,  but  in  the 
course  of  some  months  serious  nuisances  have  been  created. 
Still  other  attempts  have  been  made  to  get  rid  of  the  waste 
liquors  by  evaporation  and  burning,  but  in  every  case  the  mill 
has  been  either  obliged  to  abandon  the  method  or  close  down. 
All  attempts  which  have  been  made  to  precipitate  the  organic 
matter  by  the  addition  of  lime  to  the  waste  liquor  have  failed 
because  of  the  great  bulk  of  sludge  produced. 

While  I  was  abroad  this  summer  I  met  many  of  the  best 
known  authorities  on  the  sulphite  jirocess  and  was  careful  to 
inquire  of  them  as  to  whether  any  process  for  the  treatment 
of  these  liquors  was  believed  to  be  commercially  practicable 
or  whether  any  process  for  the  purpose  was  anywhere  in  use, 
and  they  were  unanimous  in  stating  that  no  such  process  is  in 
use  and  they  didn't  know  of  any  which  was  worth  a  trial. 
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Resolved,  That  tbe  secretary  transmit  to  tin*  water  commis- 
sion of  Kee^erille,  and  to  the  J.  &  J.  Rogers  companv,  of 
Aasable  Forks,  each  a  copy  of  this  report  and  of  these  resolu- 
tions. 

Accompanying  this  report  is  a  map  1  have  made  of  the  Ausa- 
ble  river  water  shc^l. 

KesiK'ct fully  submitted, 

CAMPBELL  W.  ADAMS, 

Consult  in  fj  anjinecr 


EXAMINATION  OF  KEUKA  LAKE  ICE 

ScuENECTADY,  N.  Y.,  April  15, 1899 
Baxtbk  T.   Smblzbr,  Secretary  State  Board  of  Healih,  Albany^ 

Dear  Sir — In  the  matter  of  the  pollution  of  ice  used  in  the  city 
of  Geneva,  I  beg  to  report  that  agreeable  to  your  verbal  instruc- 
tions of  March  29  I  visited  Geneva  on  March  30,  and  with  Dr. 
Edwin  R.  Bishop,  health  officer  of  the  city,  visited  the  places 
where  the  ice  stored  by  the  two  rivil  companies  was  cut,  and 
also  the  ice  house  at  Geneva  where  the  Keuka  lake  ice  has  been 
stored  since  it  was  cut. 

The  Seneca  lake  ice  was  cut  in  the  harbor  at  Greneva  just  off 
the  docks  between  the  steamboat  landing  and  the  old  Franklin 
hoase,  the  nearest  point  cut  over  probably  being  less  than  2o0 
feet  from  the  shore.  Along  this  dock  frontage  a  number  of  short 
sewers  and  one  of  considerable  size  and  discharge  empty  into 
the  lake.  In  addition  to  this,  an  old  boat  is  used  as  a  privy  by 
the  150  workmen  at  a  shop  near  by,  the  boat  being  between  the 
Franklin  house  and  the  steamboat  landing,  and  I  should  estimate 
less  than  300  feet  from  the  ice  field. 

Recognizing  that  polluted  or  infected  ire  is  not  ihoroughJy 
purified  by  freezing,  the  danp'r  of  usinii  (his  Uv  for  any  pnr|Mm4' 
where  it,  or  water  fitmi  it,  nia\  t*nur  food  4U*  ilrink  should  cer 
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iiiiulj-  iH'ohibit  its  use  as  doiiiestic  supply,  ami  Iho  ilifficulty  of 
pi"eveiUing  ice  int(ai<leil  solely  for  (•o<>liii^  pur[M>8(«  from  occa- 
sionally entering  domestic  consumption  makes  its  u«e  for  cooling 
even  one  of  questionable  propriety. 

Although  the  character  of  the  Keuka  lake  ice  at  its  point  of  dis- 
tribution and  not  at  its  souine  of  supply  is  a  question,  still  it  was 
thought  best  to  iiii^jM^t  the  source  whence  the  ice  was  cut.  To 
that  end  1  \i%sit(»d  Keuka  lake  at  Penn  Yan  in  company  with  Dr. 
Bishop  and  with  the  president  of  the  Keuka  lake  ice  company. 
Wade  Shannon.  The  place  pointinl  out  where  the  ice  was 
taken  is  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  above  the  foot  of  the  lake 
and  considerable  farther  than  that  from  the  steamboat  landing; 
it  is  opposite  but  farther  up  the  lake  from  the  intake  of  the  Penn 
Yan  water  supply.  It  is  said  that  none  of  the  scattered  cottages 
along  the  shore  sewer  into  the  lake,  and  that  no  village  has  a 
sewer  system  entering  the  lake;  this  is  certainly  the  case  with 
Penn  Yan,  which  sewers  into  the  outlet  below  the  first  dam. 

The  conditions  of  the  shore  were  such  as  to  indicate  remarkable 
fi*eedom  from  incidental  pollution,  and  no  visdble  ease  of  specific 
contamination.  On  both  sides  of  the  lake  the  laud  is  genemllj 
cultivated  and  on  the  east  side  is  quite  populously  settled,  for 
country  districts,  so  that  I  should  exi>ect  to  find  that  in  winter  a 
considerable  amount  of  dry  decayed  or  finely  divided  vegetable 
matter  and  dust  would  be  blown  onto  tin*  ice  fivmi  the  noighbonng 
shores.  It  is  ditficult  to  see,  however,  how  this  matter  could  pro- 
duce organic  pollution  of  the  ice,  esi>ecially  the  intenor  of  the  ice 
mass,  whence*  the  samples  were  taken.  It  seems  quite  evident  to 
me  the^i'efore  from  the  rather  hurried  examination  made,  that  if 
the  KtMika  lake  ice  (examined  in  (ic^neva  was  polluted,  that  pollu- 
tion oeeurnnl  afttT  it  left  lis  plaei^  on  Keuka  lake. 

in  the  chemieal  and  biolo^cal  examinations  submitt«Ml  to  your 
BoaiHl  from  the  local  health  otiiee,  the  svmlM>ls  **  DEI)''  n»f(T  to 
ice  said  to  have  been  taken  fmm  the  ice  house  in  (Geneva,  which 
is  said  to  have  bcnm  filled  from  Keuka  lake.  The  symbols  "  XVT  '* 
and  "  FSO  "  each  refer  to  ice  stored  in  the  ice  house  in  Geneva, 
said  to  have  been  filled  from  the  Geneva  harbor  in  Beneca  lake. 
These  identifications  are  due'to  Health  officer  Bishop. 
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Tlio  rluntutrr  ami  ■suiTtmiHliiip*  of  tht»tit*  two  «ets  of  n ports 
did  iu>t  s<HMii  to  mo  to  bo  of  snob  do|?ivo  of  com*lii«ivone9s  as  to 
warnuit  tin*  nidioal  stop  of  ordoring  tho  use  of  the  ice  discon- 
tiniuHl,  oxvopt  pi>ssibly  as  a  tomjmrary  procantion  pending  farther 
inquiry;  my  ixH'ommondations  to  tbo  health  of!iet»r  wore  therefore 
that  further  oxhaustivo  examinations  l>e  made  before  finally  pro- 
hibiting the  use  of  the  Kouka  lake  ice,  though  the  evidence  of 
dangerous  pollution  of  ice  cut  from  Gt^neva  harbor  is  so  strong  as 
to  warrant  its  prohibition  for  domestic  use  of  any  kind,  iBdepend- 
cntly  of  the  n*sults  of  its  examination.  I  beg  to  append  a  copy 
of  the  n*iH>rt  made  to  l>r.  Bishop  on  leaving  Gt*nova,  and  to  recom- 
meml  that  your  HiKinl  susjH»nd  its  final  art  ion  on  the  matter  mitil 
a  seiM>nd  examination  of  the  ico  shall  have  been  inaile  !»v  another 

analvst. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  very  truly  yours, 

OLIX  n.  I.ANDRETn, 

Ei^wiN  R.  RisHor,  M.  R,  HtuJik  *»f'^r,  /;<#•* ni.  Y.  Y.: 

W-iW  8r  A::rt"»-;ib!r  to  in>:r::riiou<  n-t-^-ix*-*!  fr>'!u  liax>-r 
T.  5^uir*rtr,  ?^r:t':arv  <»f  tin*  S:a'r  l'.««.t:^l  of  Ui.iih.  I  luiVf  i*. 
ryj-^^ri  il  at  1  i.^of  h,,  »!♦'  an  «x,i:- ■:'.,.;  :*  n  *«f  t*  ►•  'i**  :r*>-ii  *\'L.* 

s).-'\^  ,i*.\  ^i  :^    *  '  '  >•     "■*<';'        •*'.;.:''••]•..»*»      *>•      --  '. - 
*as  t  •;  .  a' *i  1  ,'*  .  •  f  '/'■     ;-'•.'.'  .f  '*--  K    /v.v  \-. *-      -    ^ 

*w*   Jfc^    vv«    *  *  \    >^. ,:     •     -*    ^-::    .-^    -.»     -.     -   »*>  -.^^r,    .  *    •  —    i     '  •-  •! 


State  Board  of  Hwaltu  187 

this  I  refer  to  the  Keuka  lake  ice;  the  locatioii  whence  the  Seneca 

lake  ice  was  cut  is  so  near  to  positive  and  numerous  sources  of 

sewage  pollution  as  to  render  the  ice  unsafe  for  use,  particularly 

if  the  strong  suspicion  receive  verification  by  the  results  of  the 

examination. 

I  am^  dear  sir,  very  truly  yours, 

OLIN  H.  LANDRETH, 

Consulting  engmeer 

ScHDNBCTADY,  N.  Y.,  May  30,  1<S09 

Baxter  T.  Smejlzbr,  Secretary  State  Board  of  Healthy  Albany, 
N.  7.: 

I>ear  Sir — I  beg  to  submit  herewith  my  report  of  the  sampling 
of  ice  from  the  ice  houses  of  the  Geneva  ice  company,  situated 
in  the  city  of  Geneva,  made  at  your  direction  and  at  the  retiuest 
of  Wade  Shannon,  one  of  the  proprietors  of  the  i-ce  company 
who  furnished  the  ice  to  the  Geneva  oomi>any.  I  reached  Greneva 
on  the  morning  of  the  17th  and  met  by  appointment  Mr.  Shan- 
non amd  Dr.  Bishop,  health  officer  of  the  city  of  Geneva,  with 
some  other  members  of  the  Geneva  board  of  health,  and  also  Mr. 
Dempsey  and  Mr.  Fiero,  both  officials  of  the  Geneva  ice  com- 
pany, the  latter  being  the  superintendent,  living  in  a  residence 
adjoining  the  ice  houses.  As  Mr.  Shannon  was  obliged  to  return 
to  Penn  Yan  he  directed  Mr.  Fiero  to  represent  him  at  the  sani])- 
ling  of  the  ice.  Dr.  Bishop  and  another  member  of  the  board  of 
health  were  also  present  and  saw  the  ice  sampled,  prepared  and 
packed  for  shipment. 

As  is  usual  in  the  construction  of  ice  houses,  the  house  consists 
of  several  compartments,  each  owupying  the  entire  width  of  the 
house,  but  separated  from  the  adjoining  compartment  by  wooden 
partitions  extending  entirely  across  the  width  and  from  ground 
to  attic  floor,  so  that  each  compartment  constitutes  a  separate 
house  and  is  filled  and  emptied  independently  of  the  others,  ac- 
cess being  secured  to  each  by  the  usual  tiers  of  doors,  forming  a 
condnuons  opening  from  gi-oiind  to  adii-  and  wrurrd  by  each 
owe  closing  over  the  one  below  it,  the  upper  door    being    k(*pt 
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locked.  At  the  time  of  my  visit  on  the  17th  ice  had  been  used 
from  the  upper  part  of  compartment  No.  1 — counting  from  the 
end  of  the  house  nearest  the  stable — ^though  none  had  been  taken 
from  any  of  the  other  compartments.  I  selected  block  marked 
No.  1  from  compartment  No.  1,  taking  it  from  the  course  next 
below  the  lowest  one  then  being  used  from.  The  blocks  as 
stored  are  cut  22  x  30  inches,  and  the  depth  which  the  ice  hap- 
pens to  have,  which  in  most  of  the  blocks  examined  was  about 
11  inches. 

The  block  was  taken  out  of  doors  and  i)laced  on  a  box  wliere 
the  entire  outer  surface  was  sawed  off  by  a  clean  saw,  leaving 
the  block  when  ready  for  packing  about  13  x  13  x  9  inches.  This 
block  was  then  wrapped  in  two  and  a  half  yar*ds  of  elean  un- 
bleached muslin  that  I  had  boiled  for  45  minutes  and  that  was 
scalding  hot  when  wrapi>ed  around  the  ice.  The  block  was  then 
wrapped  in  several  thicknesses  of  clean,  heavy  manila  wrapping 
pai>er  and  securely  tied;  it  w^s  then  packed  with  bhwk  No.  2  in 
a  wooden  box  large  enough  to  allow  a  packing  of  dean  excelsior 
all  around  the  two  blocks,  at  no  place  less  than  one  inch  thick, 
and  in  this  condition  the  cover  was  securely  naiUnl  on  and  di*- 
livere<l  by  me  to  the  American  (»xpr(»fie  company  and  consigutnl 
to  Pi'of.  Maurice  Perkins,  of  Union  college.  in(K!k  No.  2  was 
taken  fiHDm  the  compartment  No.  2  and  from  the  third  course 
down  from  the  top,  no  ice  having  been  taken  from  that  ccmipart- 
ment.  In  each  case  the  blocks  were  selected  that  had  at  least 
two  tiers  of  blocks  all  around  them,  removing  them  by  that  dis- 
tance from  the  nearest  partition.  Block  No.  2  was  treated  pre- 
cisely as  No.  1.  Both  of  the  blocks  were  composed  of  very  fairly 
clear  ice.  In  block  No.  1  there  was  visible  after  sawing  off  the 
outer  surfaces  an  incipient  fracture  plane  made  visible  by  re- 
flection of  light,  but  apparently  not  reaching  to  the  outer  sur- 
face. In  block  No.  2  there  appeared  to  be  a  plane  of  small  bub- 
bles, or  more  properly,  a  plane  or  layer  of  ice  nearly  an  inch  thick 
and  about  four  inches  from  the  upper  surface  after  sawing, 
which  layer  had  numerous  lin(*s  of  bubbles  crossing  the*  lay^-r, 
all  the  bubbles  of  which  diminished  in  size  a^i  Ihey  approached 
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one  surface  of  the  layer.  Another  layer  much  less  definite  ap- 
I)eare<l  about  three  inches  below  the  one  just  mentioned.  All 
the  bubbles  were  sraall,  varying  from  the  size  of  a  clover  eeed 
down  to  mere  specks.  The  ends  of  the  lines  of  bubbles^  especially 
the  ends  where  the  larger  bubbles  were,  formed  a  very  definite 
plane.  The  appearance  of  the  layers  of  bubbles  gave'  me  the  im- 
pression that  either  the  act  of  freezing  had  been  interrupted  at 
the  laver,  or  that  the  first  ice  formed  had  been  overflowed  and 
the  overflowed  water  then  frozen  to  the  ice  beneath  it. 

Il  beg  to  give  herewith  a  copy  of  my  instruetions  to  the  two 
gentlemen  who  were  selected  to  make  the  examinations.  In 
oi'der  that  they  might  feel  entirely  independent  in  making  their 
report,  I  gave  them  only  the  information  contained  in  my  letters 
to  them,  and  eo  far  as  I  know  or  believe,  they  have  no  idea  as  to 
the  proprietary  or  local  interci^ts  involved  in  the  ease,  nor  in  fact 
that  the  two  bUnks  do  not  represent  entirely  different  s<mrces. 
Every  ofdrvi  has  been  made  to  make  the  examination  a  thor- 
oughly reprt^eiitative  and  impartial  one,  and  solely  to  arrive  at 
the  truth  as  to  the  actual  charac  ter  of  the  ice  as  furnished  to 
customers  at  (leneva. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  very  truly  yours, 

OLJN  n.  LANDRETH, 

ConsnUing  engineer 

RooiiBSTioR,  N.  Y.,  Majf  17,  1890 
Maurice  Pekkinir,  Professor  of  Chemistry,  Union  Colkge,  Schenec- 
tady,  N.  r.:  V 

My  Dear  Sir — There  have  been  sent  you  to-day  by  American 
express  two  large  blocks  of  ice,  from  which  please  select  proper 
samples  and  make  full  chemical  examinations  of  each,  taking  at 
least  one  sample  from  each  block,  and  please  allow  Professor 
Stoller  to  take  proj^er  samples  from  each  block  for  biological 
analyses.  If  you  should  think  it  proper  to  take  more  than  one 
sample  from  each  block,  please  take  them  at  different  depths, 
though  the  outer  surfaces  have  hern  (*ntirt»ly  removed  by  sawing 
aud  the  blocks  both  wrapped  in  cloth  sterilized  by  boiling  for  4.") 
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uuiuitt'«,  1  may  state  that  the  ^^tors  from  which  each  block 
>vaa  out  are  liable  to  overflow  the  ice  during  the  winter  from 
uatuml  changtYiJ  of  level  of  the  waters;  that  the  ice  from  which 
\\oi\x  bUn^ki*  wert^  st^Unti^d  w*as  cut  and  shipi>ed  by  rail  for  some 
distaiuv  and  stonni  where  they  were  sampled^  though  probably 
at  different  time*  and  stoned  in  different  places,  though  probably 
handled  in  sub^^tantially  the  same  manner  and  generally  exposed 
to  sul^tanc Sally  the  same  conditions.  Please  nepoit  on  both 
hKvks  to  Hax:cr  T,  Siuelr-.^,  s^-retarv  S;a;e  Board  of  Health, 
rx^fernu^:  to  the  l»Kx*ks  by  the  nauibers  on  the  papt-r  wrapj^rs, 
^i\ir,s;  the  r\*^u*:s  of  wur  quantitative  analyses,  yoar  gt-neral  in- 
u^pr\^:4',:vm  of  :V.v^:?at^  r^^u'.rs  as  to  p>.>l^ib>  st;-:Jt^:II:y  »>f  the  iji» 
f\>r  \K^"k^:^,o  i:>^Ss  ard  if  you  sS>'^*d  ^T>i  e::h-:r  oc  t»>:*-  iv>?s 
jKv,,v:t\l  :s  Jir,y  \^c^tvv,  y.^v-r  vK*  -:  •-  »he:-tT  s -  b  j-:/.  z"::^  pr*.»6- 
aV\x  N\^ej^\i  "A-  ::  :•  mjti-^-  m'r.-r:.'^^  :1t  :.*v  w;*^  f»ciDt*i  .--r  »'*T^.]i-«r 
i:  V,:  il:  ^jt^e  ,v\'-:rr^*i  :o  :ie  i/e  >•:«?»?*  .r*::  ::  :-.t::".7^-  If  r^m 
::t\>i  :^*  kr*."*  f:rr:fr  fi,:s  -r*.  z->:r:L  r^  rbe-  >:c  r :  v  2:s  45<Lrr»;"*trf- 
:vi  '^'^-^  iv>:T<  >:•>•>*:  c:r*i  ':j  :i»r  >;L- ^.  l-r-s- et-:  J  ;ci.  ;:i"'rit5**  I*tC  x.t 

I  «!     It       "i  1    ^.  .    .i»»i     '  *    !«»..  ii:i    »*r   ♦»*     u-ii'*  » ^N.       "•  *^c     •\*^'^' 
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one  sample  at  WnM  from  oai^i  block,  and  if  yoii  think  lH*8t  two 
from  each  block,  the  blocks  beiug  i-eferrcni  to  by  the  numbciH 
which  appear  on  the  paper  wrappers.  For  puii)Oses  of  compari- 
son with  some  previous  examinations  it  would  be  well  to  use  gela- 
tine cultures  at  70  degi*ees  F.  An  examination  for  c*olon  and 
sewage  bacteria  will  be  desirable,  otherwise  a  simple  count  of 
colonies  is  desired,  though  an  approximate  count  of  numbers  of 
species  without  complete  identification  would  add  to  the  value 
of  the  examination. 

Please  report  to  Baxter  T.  Smelzer,  seci-etary  State  Board 
of  Health,  the  results  of  jour  examinations,  together  with  a 
general  statement  as  to  your  interpretation  of  your  results  with 
especial  reference  to  the  character  of  the  ices  for  domestic  ust^. 
It  may  be  pivper  to  state  that  the  ice  represented  by  both  blocks 
was  cut  at  some  distance  from  the  places  where  stored  since 
cutting,  that  they  were  both  shipped  in  cars  and  stored  in  dif- 
ferent places,  and  probably  cut  at  dilTerent  timesi,  but  transiwi'ted 
and  protected  during  shipment  and  storage  in  substantially  the 
same  manner  as  far  as  can  be  ascertained.  The  waters  from 
which  each  ice  was  cut  are  liable  to  overflow  the  ice  during  the 
period  of  freezing  by  natural  changers  of  level  of  the  watere.  Any 
further  facts  or  circumstances  you  may  require  for  proper  und(*r- 
standing  of  the  case  will  be  furnished  you.  If  you  should  fin*! 
that  either  or  both  the  specimens  give  biological  indiwitions  of 
pollution^  kindly  indicate  whether  in  your  opinion  the  i>ollution 
probably  occurred  to  the  water  from  which  the  ice  was  formi'd 
or  whether  it  might  have  occurred  to  the  ii^e  subse<iuent  to  cut 
ting. 

While  it  is  desired  that  the  exjK'nw?  of  the  examination  shall 
be  kept  down  as  reasonably  as  possible,  the  results  of  the  ex 
aminations  will  be  importiuit  and  should  not  be  allowed  to  sutler 
for  want  of  the  proper  amount  of  work  on  the  same. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  very  truly  yours, 

OLIN  H.  LANDRETH, 

Consulting  engineer 
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SciHCNiixrrADY,  N.  Y.,  Mai/  ?A),  181)9 
Hon.  Baxter  T.  Smelzkr,  Secretary  State  Board  of  Healthy  Albany^ 

Sir — Having  received  a  letter  from  Prof.  Olin  H.  Landwth, 
dated  May  17,  Rtating  that  he  had  Bhipi)ed  two  blocks  of  ice 
and  requesting  that  I  make  a  bacteriological  analysis  of  the  same, 
and  report  the  results  of  the  examination  to  you,  I  now  beg  to 
submit  a  report  of  my  work,  as  follows: 

The  ice  arrived  at  about  noon,  May  18,  and  I  immediately 
procured  two  samples  of  ice  from  each  block  in  the  following 
manner:  Immediately  upon  removing  the  covering  from  the  top 
and  sides  of  the  block  I  chipped  off  by  means  of  a  sterilized  ice 
chipper  a  quantity  of  ice  from  the  block  marked  No.  1,  choosing 
a  side  of  the  block  lying  at  right  angles  to  the  larger  faces,  and 
judged  to  represent  the  thickness  of  the  ice  as  formed.  The 
chippings  were  allowed  to  fall  upon  the  spread  of  the  cloth  cover- 
ing which,  as  1  had  been  informed,  had  been  sterilized  by  boiling 
before  being  wnipped  around  the  ice.  The  fii-st  chippings, 
amounting  to  a  layer  about  one-fourth  of  an  inch  thick,  were  re- 
jected. The  next  chippin^^s  were  taken  up  by  means  of  a  steril- 
ized si>oon  and  transferred  to  a  sterilized  gla^ss  bottle.  The  block 
was  then  split  in  two  and  in  a  similar  way  a  sample  of  ice  was 
laken  from  near  the  middle  of  the  block.  By  a  similar  pro<*edure 
two  sanjples  of  ice  were  taken  from  block  No.  2. 

The  ice  was  allowed  to  stand  in  the  botth^  until  melted,  and 
cultures  were  then  made  from  the  water.  Two  gelatine  plate 
cultures  were  made  fi*om  each  of  the  four  samples,  the  gelatine 
empioytMl  iKMug  the  usual  nuMlium  for  cultivating  bactena,  and 
had  bt^'n  car4»fully  prepared  according  to  tlu'  standard  f<M*mula. 
The  resiills  of  the  gelatine  plate  cultures,  as  showing  the  num- 
bers of  barteria  present  in  the  ice,  are  as  follows: 

Ice  Block  No.  1 

A.  Sample  taken  near  the  surface  of  the  block. 

Number  of  bacteria  per  cubic  centimeter  of  water 7,820 

B.  Sample  taken  near  the  middle  of  the  block. 

Number  of  bacteria  per  cubic  centimtMiM-  of  water iri,.'?90 
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low  HuioK  No.  2 

A.  Bample  taken  near  the  surface  of  the  block. 

Number  of  bacteria  per  cubic  centimeter  of  water 2,880 

B.  Sample  taken  near  the  middle  of  the  block. 

Number  of  bacteria  per  cubic  centimeter  of  water 9,650 


In  each  case  the  numbers  given  stand  for  an  average  of  two 
tests  from  the  same  sample  of  water. 

The  same  gelatine  plate  cultures  also  gave  an  indication  of  the 
variety  of  bacterial  life,  or  numbers  of  species  of  bacteria  in  the 
ice.  In  the  case  of  each  sample  the  numbers  of  species,  as  in- 
dicated by  the  forms  of  growth  of  the  colonies,  the  pigment 
products,  etc.,  was  large.  There  was  a  marked  similarity  in  the 
general  appearance  presented  by  the  growths  of  the  bacteria  in 
all  the  plates.  The  more  common  putrefactive  bacteria,  charac- 
terized by  a  rapid  liquefaction  of  the  gelatine,  were  absent. 

In  addition  to  the  cultures  in  gelatine  the  fermentation  tube 
test  was  employed,  the  usual  glucose  culture-broth  being  used. 
The  results  were: 

Block  No.  1 

A.  Sample  from  near  surface Positive 

B.  Sample  from  near  middle Positive 

Block  No.  2 

A.  Sample  from  near  surface Negative 

B.  Sample  from  near  middle Negative 

The  positive  i-esults  being  an  indication  that  the  common  colon 
bacillus  was  present,  I  made  further  cultures  from  the  infected 
broth  and  obtained  results  establishing  the  presen-ce  of  BavilluH 
coli  cammune  in  the  water  derive<l  fnmi  ice  block  No.  1. 

iNTBRrnnrrATioN  ov"  tub  Above  Bissults 

The  numbers  of  bacteria  present  in  the  ice  of  both  blocks  is 
exceedingly  large.  In  using  this  relative  term  I  have  in  mind 
the  results  reached  by  similar  tests  of  ice  from  other  sources,  and 
also  tests  of  wateii*  from  rivers,  lakes  and  wells.     The  variety 

13 
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of  baotorial  lift*,  as  already  stalinl,  is  laij^t*.  I  infer  from  these 
n^suUs  that  the  water  from  which  the  ice  wan  formed  was  pol- 
luted at  the  time  the  ice  was  foniied.  The  fermentation  tnbe 
test,  and  the  qualitative  testw  of  the  j^<4*ms  deveU>i)injj;  in  the 
broth,  show  that  in  the  case  of  block  No.  1  the  pollution  was 
due,  at  least  in  part,  to  sewage.  Although  the  same  test  gave  a 
negative  result  for  block  Ko.  2,  I  am  yet  of  the  opinion  that  this 
ice  was  polluted  from  sources  not  essentially  different  in  kind 
from  that  afifecting  block  No.  1.  Besides  the  specific  colon  bacil- 
lus, characterized  by  generating  gas  in  the  fermentation  tube, 
there  are  many  other  species  of  bacteria  commonly  present  in 
feces.  The  identity  in  forms  of  growth,  etc.,  of  the  colonies  de- 
veloped in  the  gelatine  cultures  from  both  blocks  of  ice,  as  well 
as  the  high  numbers,  bojh  as  to  the  total  bacteria  per  cubic  centi- 
meter ami  the  number  of  si)eci(»s,  lead  me  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  ice  of  block  No.  2,  as  well  as  Ihat  of  block  No.  1,  is  polluted 
by  access  of  sewag<\  I  am  also  influenced  in  reaching  this  con- 
clusion by  the  rescMublance  of  the  predominant  colonies  to  such 
as  I  have  found  by  experience  to  develop  in  gelatine  inoculated 
with  water  known  to  contain  sewage. 

I  am  requested  in  the  letter  above  referred  to  to  state  my 
oi>inion  as  to  whether  the  ice  might  have  been  polluted  subse- 
quent to  cutting,  it  IxM'ng  mentioned  that  the  ice,  after  cutting, 
was  shipped  some  distance  to  the  phu^e  of  storage.  The  results 
above  given  may  afford  an  indication  bearing  upon  this  point. 
It  will  be  noted  that  the  numbers  of  bacteria  are  higher  in  the 
samples  taken  at  the  middle  of  the  blocks  than  in  those  taken 
at  the  surface.  It  soems  probable  that  the  contrary  would  be 
true  had-  the  ice  been  polluted  after  cutting  by  access  of  con- 
taminating material  fi'om  without.  My  opinion  is  that  the  bac- 
teria were  present  in  the  water  from  wiiich  the  ice  was  formed. 

In  reply  to  the  further  quesrtion  as  to  **  the  character  of  the 
ices  for  domestic  uses,"  I  give  my  opinion  that  for  any  use  in- 
volving the  contact  of  the  ice  or  mingling  of  the  water  derived 
from  melting  it  with  food  or  drinking  water  it  is  unfit  for  use. 

I  may  add  that  in  reaching  the  conclusions  here  given  I  am 
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guided  only  by  the  results  of  the  analyses  as  above  reported.  I 
have  been  given  no  information  in  regard  to  the  sources  from 
which  the  blocks  of  ice  were  obtained  or  in  regard  to  the  condi- 
tions or  qualities  of  the  waters  from  which  the  ices  were  formed. 

Respectfull}'  submitted, 

JAMES  H.  STOLLEB 


SCHENEXTTADY,  N.  Y.,  Jimc  3,  1899 

Hon.  Baxter  T.  Smelzer,  M.  D.,  Secretary  Board  of  Health  of 
State  of  Neto  York: 

My  Dear  Doctor — En<»losed  please  find  my  report  of  the  chem- 
ical analysis  of  two  specimens  of  ice  submitted  to  me  by  Pro- 
fessor Landreth.  The  ice  was  carefully  washed,  the  outside 
carefully  scraped  into  clean  wide- mouthed  glass  bottles.  The 
inside  was  treated  in  the  same  way.  Care  was  taken  that  the 
exposure  to  the  air  should  be  as  short  as  possible.  The  bottles 
were  quickly  closed  with  glass  stoppers,  and  the  ice  allowed  to 
melt  in  a  cool  place.  Thus  the  possibility  of  any  deposition  of 
moisture  from  the  air  with  the  melting  ice  was  avoided.  No 
water  was  taken  for  examination  until  all  the  ice  was  melted. 
The  solids  left  on  evai)oration  were  of  a  light  grey  color,  and  on 
ineineration  gave  the  odor  usual  to  vegetable  matters.  When 
the  water  had  stood  for  some  time  little  flocks  separated.  These 
were  many  of  them  so  large  that  their  outlines  could  be  distin- 
guished by  the  naked  eye.  Under  the  microscope  they  showed 
themselves  to  be  the  disintegrated  form®  of  lower  vegetable  life. 
The  residue  left  on  incineration  was,  as  I  have  noted,  oxid  of 
iron.     This  was  probably  the  ash  of  crenothrix. 

The  quantity  of  solids  was  small.  This  is  the  case  with  ice, 
as  most  all  of  the  soluble  matters  are  separated  by  the  freezing, 
and  remain  in  the  water.  The  same  holds  good  in  regard  to  the 
chlorids  and  nitrates. 

The  ice  setMus  quite  hirgely  charged  with  organic  residues. 

It  is  easy  to  see,  1  think,  how  this  occurs.  The  bottom  of  any 
piece  of  water  is  sticwn  willi  vegetable  and  animal  del»ris. 
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These  undergo  decomposition  with  the  evolution  of  marsh  gas. 
Thifl  is  insoluble  in  water,  and  the  little  globules  fasten  them- 
selves to  the  particles,  causing  them  to  rise  to  the  top  of  the 
water.  If  the  surface  is  open  the  gas  diffuses  itself  into  the  air, 
the  organic  rest  is  partly  oxjdized  and  sinks  to  the  bottom  to 
rise  again  and  again  until  it  completely  disappears.  In  case  the 
water  is  covered  with  ice,  the  particles  accumulate  on  the  under 
side,  freezing  in,  and  in  fact  accelerating  the  formation  of  the 
ice.  The  first  formation  of  ice  is  quite  rapid,  and  of  course  these 
particles  will  be  distributed  through  a  considerable  space. 

It  often  happens  that  during  the  freezing  of  the  water  there 
will  be  periods  when  this  will  cease,  and  perhaps  some  of  the 
under  part  of  the  ice  will  melt  away.  The  organic  matter  will 
increase  and  some  gather  from  the  melted  ice.  A  cold  snap 
will  cause  a  rapid  freezing,  with  the  enveloping  of  all  of  it  in 
one  layer,  and  a  consequent  great  local  pollution.  Thus  you  can 
H(»e  ice  may  act  as  a  concentrator  of  pollution,  and  be  more 
impure,  volume  by  volume,  than  the  mass  of  water  from  which 
it  lias  K<»i)arated.  Pieces  of  ice  from  the  same  body  of  water  may 
vary.  That  which  has  been  formed  over  a  spring  will  have  the 
impurities  brought  up  fiH>m  the  bottom  and  accumulale  in  it. 
Ice  forming  in  a  lake  is  more  likely  to  1k»  impure  than  that 
f<rrmed  in  a  running  stn^m,  as  in  the  latter  case  th<»  fine  par- 
ticles are  swept  away  by  the  moving  water. 

The  ammonia  and  albuminoid  «ammonia  in  this  ice  all  comes 
during  the  chemical  action  during  the  analysis.  This  is  shown 
by  the  analysis  of  the  water  taken  from  the  bottom  of  the  bot- 
iU^  when  the  ammonia  rises  to  .0345,  and  the  albuminoid  am- 
monia to  .039  per  100,000. 

Both  of  these  specimens  of  ice  came  to  hand  in  a  good  con- 
dition. The  excelsior  was  hardly  wet,  and  between  it  and  the 
ice  there  was  a  clean  piece  of  white  cotton  cloth. 

It  seems  to  me  that  in  both  of  them  there  is  too  much  of  the 
ammonia  compounds.  It  is  held  that  more  than  .002  of  albu- 
minoid ammonia  in  100,000  parts  of  ice  is  inadmissible.  There 
does  n(H  seem  to  be  much  difference  between  the  two  speiMuiens. 
The  results  are  taken  in  the  outside  from  two,  and  in  that  from 


State  Board  of  He>alth  197 

the  ioside  from  three  analyses.    In  most  cases  500  c.  c.  wfMS 
taken  for  each. 

In  four  analyses  of  ice  made  by  myself,  it  having  been  taken 
from  the  Hadson  river  just  below  Albany,  I  found  free  ammonia 
.00184,  .0027,  .0017,  .00132;  albuminoid  ammonia,  .00428,  .0040, 
.0030,  .0040.  You  can  see  that  neither  of  these  two  were  as 
pure  though  the  water  of  the  Hudson  river  is  a  very  bad  one. 
An  analysis  of  this  year's  ice  from  the  Mohawk  near  here  showed 
it  to  be  much  superior  to  either  of  these  specimens. 

Respectfully  yours, 

MAURICE  PERKINS 

CHEMICAL  ANALYSIS  OF  ICE   RECEIVED  PROM  PRO- 
FESSOR LANDRETH 

CuDMicAL  deu»artmbnt,  Union  C9LLDaB),  Jtmo  3,  1899 

"  No.  1 '' 
Clear  free  from  "  snow  ice." 

Solution  clear  with  floating  flocks  of  vegetable  residues,  of  a 
light  grey  color. 

A  slight  sweetish  odor,  not  increased  on  heating.  When 
evaporated  to  a  small  bulk  by  boiling,  the  fiUered  water  Innanie 
milky  with  matter  which  could  not  be  filtered  out. 

Total  solids 1 .26 

Loss  on  incineration 5(i 

Mineral  reeidue 7 

This  residue  was  mostly  iron  oxid  probably  the  asih  of  the 
crenothrix,  which  could  be  detected  in  the  sediment  of  the  water, 
after  the  ice  wa«  melted. 

Parts  in  100,000. 

Chlorine 0754 

Nitrites;  none' 

Nitrates;  traces 

Nitrogen  as  free  ammonia  (outside) 009 

Nitrogen  as  albuminoid  ammonia  (outside) 010 

Nitrogen  a«  free  ammonia  (inside) 015 

Nitrogen  a«  albuminoid  ammonia  (inside) 017 

Required  oxygen 3.4 
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"  No.  2  " 

Same  characteristics  as  No.  1. 
Parte  in  100,000. 

Total  solids 1.2 

Lose  on  incineration 7 

Mineral   residue 5 

Chlorine 0754 

Nitrites;  none 

Nitrates;  traces 

Nitrogen  as  free  ammonia  (outside) 0074 

Nitrogen  as  albuminoid  ammonia  (outside) 0065 

Nitrogen  as  free  ammonia  (inside) 014 

Nitrogen  as  albuminoid  ammonia  (inside) 017 

Oxygen  required   3.65 

ScuBNBOTADY,  N.  Y.,  Juue  28,  1899 

Baxter  T.   Smklzkr,  Scerotari/  State  Board  of  Health,  Allninyy 
N,  7.: 

Dear  Hir — Agreeable  to  your  recent  verbal  instructions  that 
I  examine  the  rei)ort8  of  the  several  chemists  and  bacteriologists 
on  the  Keuka  lake  ice  sold  in  Geneva,  N.  Y.,  collate  the  results 
of  their  analyses,  and  submit  recommendations  or  conclusions 
as  to  the  safety  to  the  public  using  the  ice  for  domestic  purposes, 
I  beg  to  submit  the  following  rei)ort:  The  reports  placed  in  my 
hands  for  examination  comprise,  (1)  a  bacteriological  examina- 
tion of  the  ice  made  by  E  M.  Chamot,  of  Cornell  university, 
dated  March  1,  1899,  on  a  'block  of  the  ice  taken  by  Health 
officer  Dr.  Edwin  R.  Bishop,  of  Geneva,  frt>m  the  ice  house  of 
the  Geneva  ice  company,  at  Geneva,  selected  and  packed  in  the 
presence  of  the  representative  of  the  ice  company.  (2)  A  report 
of  a  chemical  examination  of  a  similar  block  of' ice,  similarly 
selected  and  packcKl  by  Dr.  Bishop,  and  sent  to  Mr.  Chamot  and 
reiKU'tcHl  on  by  him  under  date  of  March  8,  1899.  (3)  A  report 
by  Dr.  Wm.  II.  May,  of  Syracuse,  dat(Hi  April  24,  1899,  on  a 
biological  examinaticm  of  four  samph^s  of  ice  selected  by  Dr. 
Bishivj)    from    the    ire*    hoiisct*    of    llic   (Jrueva    ice    conijMiny    at 
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Cifueva,  Hel<H:t(*d  aud  parked  iu  tlu'  prcseiiri^  of  tbt»  ri^presenta- 
tive  of  the  ice  company.  (4)  A  report  on  a  clunnical  examination 
of  four  blocks  of  the  ice  made  by  Dr.  T.  E.  Enp^lehardt,  of  Syra- 
cuse, N.  Y,,  in  May,  1899,  two  blocks  of  which  having?  been  fur- 
nished to  Dr.  Englehardt  by  Dr.  May  and  two  blocks  later  by 
Dr.  Bishop,  the  former  two  blocks  havinjj;  been  identical  with 
those  sent  to  Dr.  May  and  the  latter  two  having?  been  selected 
by  Dr.  Bisiiop  from  the  ice-wagons  of  the  (lenera  ic*e  company 
on  the  street  in  Geneva.  (5)  A  report  on  a  bacteriological  ex- 
amination of  two  blocks  of  ice  by  Prof.  J.  H.  Ktoller,  of  Union 
college,  dated  May  30,  1899,  the  blocks  having  been  selected, 
packed  and  shipped  by  me  from  the  ice  houses  of  the  Geneva 
ice  company  in  Geneva,  in  the  presence  of  representatives  both 
of  the  ice  comxmny  and  the  board  of  health  of  the  city  of  Geneva. 
These  blocks  were  shipped  to  Dr.  Maurice  Perkins,  of  Union  col- 
lege, but  Professor  Btoller  was  directed  to  select  his  own  sam- 
ples from  the  blocks.  (6)  A  report  on  a  chemical  examination 
of  these  same  two  blocks  of  ice  by  Dr.  Maurice  Perkins,  of  Union 
college,  dated  June  3, 1899. 

The  several  reports  just  mentioned,  with  my  report  of  May 
30,  describe  suflfi(*iently  the  details  of  sealed  ion,  pricking  and 
shi[)ment  of  the  samples  of  ice  to  the  several  analysts. 

As  the  analysts  have  not  followed  just  the  same  procedure, 
and  have  not  all  n^ported  on  just  the  siime  items  in  all  cases,  I 
have  concluded  that  any  attempt  to  tabulate  their  results  would 
fail  to  pix>p<*rly  reprc^sent  some  of  the  quantities  rei>oi'ted,  i>r  if 
each  were  elaborated  would  render  the  table  very  complicated. 
I  have  thought  it  best  theref(w*e  to  present  simply  the  conclusions 
of  the  several  analysts  as  to  the  suitability  of  the  ice  in  question 
for  domestic  us<%  and  to  submit  the  full  reiH>rts  as  the  best 
sources  of  information  on  whieh  the  seveiul  conclusi<ms  were 
foniied.  Th(»se  conclusions  of  the  gentlemen  making  the  exam- 
inations are  as  follows: 

E.  M.  Chanmt  says:  "  It  would  api>oar  that  the  ice  was 
formed  on  seriously  polluted  water  or  else  that  the  locality  is 
such  that   much   polluting  material   could   have  been  brought 
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thUlifr  hy  the  wind  while  the  ict?  wixh  iu  iHocess  of  formaUou. 
The  ch(.»mical  analysis  shows  i^ross  pollution,  aad  that  the  uielted 
ice  would  form  an  excellent  medium  for  the  growth  and  rapid 
increase  of  any  organisms  which  might  find  their  way  into  the 
wad:er.  In  the  absence  of  data  concerning  the  surroundings,  etc., 
of  this  source  of  ice,  I  should  venture  to  be  on  the  safe  side  and 
consider  the  ice  as  very  suspicious,  if  not  to  be  actually  con- 
demned."— Report  of  May  8. 

Dr.  Wm.  H.  May  says:  "The  ice  is  classed  as  low-grade  ice, 
suitable  for  cold  storage  purposes,  where  it  is  not  brought  into 
contact  with  food  and  drink.  It  would  be  unsafe  to  put  in  drink- 
ing water  or  beverages." — Report  of  April  24. 

Dr.  T.  E.  Englehardt  says:  "It  is  evident  that  the  ice  sub- 
mitted to  me  for  examination  is  not  pure  enough  to  be  used  for 
purposes  where  it  comes  into  direct  contact  with  food  and  drink, 
but  may  l>e  used  for  cooling  purposes." — Report  of  May,  1891>. 

Prof.  J.  H.  St  oiler  says:  *'  I  give  my  opinion  that  for  any  use 
involving  the  contact  of  the  ice,  or  mingling  of  the  water  de- 
rived from  melting  it,  with  food  or  drinking  water,  it  is  unfit 
for  use."— Report  of  May  30,  1899. 

Prof.  Maurice  Perkins  says:  "It  seems  to  me  that  m  both  of 
those  samples  (No.  1  and  No.  2)  there  is  too  much  of  the  am- 
monia compounds.  It  is  held  that  more  than  0.002  of  albuminoid 
ammonia  in  100,000  parts  of  ice  is  inadmissible." — Report  of 
June  3,  1899. 

In  connection  with  what  Dr.  Perkins  remarks  as  to  the  admis- 
sible limit  of  albuminoid  ammonia  in  ice,  the  following  list  of 
determinations  of  this  element  by  the  several  analysts  is  here- 
with given: 

AlbamfnoM 
aroiuonia, 
])arta  per 
Analyst.  100«UU0. 

Chamot 0.027 

Englehardt 0.010 

Englehardt 0.015 

Perkins 0.013 

Perkins 0.012 
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As  opposed  to  the  findings  of  the  analysts,  the  representatives 
of  the  Geneva  ice  conix>any  maintain  that  (1)  Keuka  lake  ie  a 
body  of  remarkably  pure  water  fed  by  springs  and  rocky  etreams 
well  calculated  to  furnish  water  of  high  purity.  (2)  That  the 
lake  receives  no  sewage  from  any  city,  town,  or  village,  and  that 
the  population  on  the  drainage  area  is  simply  country  population, 
with  the  exception  of  a  few  small  villages.  (3)  That  the  village 
of  Penn  Yan  takes  its  water  supply  from  the  lake  very  near 
where  the  ice  was  cut,  and  that  when  the  new  water  supply  was 
introduced  into  Penn  Yan  very  decided  improvement  in  the 
character  of  the  water  was  felt  as  compared  with  the  previous 
well  water  supply.  (4)  That  the  examination  of  ice  should  have 
been  made  at  the  spot  where  it  was  cut  and  mot  in  the  city  of 
Geneva, 

While  the  first  three  points  tend  to  establish  a  good  character 
for  the  body  of  water  where  the  ice  is  reported  to  have  been  cut, 
it  would  appear  that  this  general  reputation  would  be  entitled 
to  less  weight  than  the  results  of  actual  examination  by  disin- 
terested analysts. 

Concerning  the  fourth  point,  it  is  evident  that  as  the  ice  had 
gone  out  of  the  lake  when  the  first  examination  was  made,  it 
was  not  feasible  to  do  as  suggested,  and  that  had  it  been  so  the 
locus  of  the  ice  under  controversy  is  at  Geneva  and  not  at  Keuka 
lake. 

It  appears  conclusive  to  me  therefore  that  under  the  circum- 
stances there  is  no  valid  reason  for  setting  aside  the  findings  or 
conclusnons  of  the  analysts,  and  that  a  due  regard  to  the  safety 
of  the  public  health  at  Geneva  would  call  for  the  exclusion  of 
the  ice  in  question  for  domestic  use  where  it  might  come  into 
contact  with  food  or  drink. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  wry  truly  yours, 

GUN  H.  LANDUETH 

Geneva,  N.  Y.,  July  11,  1899 
Tfie  State  Board  of  Health,  Alhamf,  N,  7.: 

(i<Mi(Iein<^n — R<»ferring    to    your    letter   of    June    15    last,    in 
which  you  said  that  this  board  would  be  notified  promptly  of 
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the  decision  of  the  State  Board  regarding  the  analysis  of  cer- 
tain samples  of  ice  from  (Jeneva,  I  beg  to  state  that  no  report 
has  been  re(*eived  from  you,  and  30U  are  re8i)ectfally  requested 
to  send  it  at  the  earliest  possible  moment. 

Yours  truly, 

EDWIN  R.  BI8HOP 

Albany,  Julij  19,  1890 

Edwln  R.  BjSHor,  M.  IK,  Health  offiirr,  Ocnera,  N.  Y.: 

Dear  Sir — In  compliance  with  a  resolution  adopted  at  a  meet- 
ing of  this  Board  held  June  .*5(),  1899,  I  transmit  herewith  copies 
of  reports  made  by  Prof.  J.  11.  Stoller  and  Prof.  Maurice  Per- 
kins upon  the  analyses  (bacteriological  and  chemical,  respect- 
ively) of  samples  of  ice  taken  from  ice  houses  in  the  city  of 
Geneva  by  Prof.  Olin  H.  Landreth  about  May  17,  1899. 

Very  respectfully, 

BAXTER  T.  SMELZER, 

Secretary 


TOWN  OP  AURELIUS. 


Pea  vine  nuisance 


Auburn,  N.  Y.,  Jtmc  5, 1899 

B.  T.  Smelzbr,  t^ecretary  State  Board  of  Health: 

Dear  Sir — On  Tuesday,  June  20,  1899,  I  was  notified  by  one 
James  W.  Mullen  of  the  town  of  Aurelius,  N.  Y.,  that  he  had 
leased  a  piece  of  ground  just  north  of  my  residence  to  the  Hem- 
ingway canning  factory  of  this  city  upon  w^hich  to  dump  the 
refuse  from  their  factory.  I  objected  on  the  ground  that  it 
would  be  very  offensive  and  injurious  to  the  health  of  the  people 
in  that  vicinity.  I  then  went  (o  (he  fjidoiy  people  and  entered 
my  protest  and  was  told  that  we  w«M'e  no  better  to  stand  it  than 
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flu*  people  uear  the  factory  sliould  it  be  diuuped  there.  That 
it  should  be  put  here.  This  is  just  outside  the  city  limits  and 
they  draw  it  about  three-fourths  of  a  mile  to  get  it  here.  There 
has  been  put  in  the  pile  since  Tuesday  noon  of  this  week  about 
250  tons.  Mr.  Mullen,  who  has  contracted  with  the  Heming- 
waye,  is  a  justice  of  the  peace  of  this  town,  and  accordingly 
is  a  member  of  the  health  board.  The  supervisor  is  a  cousin 
of  Mullen's  wife;  and  another  justice  is  a  stepfather  to  the  super- 
visor; and  one  other  of  the  board,  I  am  told,  received  his  appoint- 
ment through  Mullen's  influence. 

I  made  complaint  to  the  town  board.  It  met  on  June  21  and 
decided  that  the  health  oflficer.  Dr.  Whitbeck,  should  write  to 
you  for  instructions,  which  he  did.  The  board  met  again  today. 
Dr.  Whitbeck  read  your  communication  and  the  law  referred 
to  therein  and  stated  to  the  board  that  he  thought  that  the 
Hemingways  had  no  right  to  put  it  there;  that  it  is  very  dis- 
agreeable and  endangers  the  health  of  the  people.  Mr.  Mullen 
took  the  side  of  the  Hemingways,  and  sufficient  of  the  mem- 
bers went  with  him  to  render  the  within  decision.  Mr.  Mullen 
made  the  statement  to  a  party  that  he  did  not  care  for  the  peo- 
ple, but  that  it  was  the  dollars  that  he  was  after;  that  the  Hem- 
ingways had  paid  him  lots  of  money  and  they  should  dump  there 
if  they  desired. 

I  have  stated  the  case  to  Dr.  Smith,  of  Syracuse,  who  is  a  mem- 
ber of  your  Board,  and  he  assured  me  that  quick  justice  should 
be  had  if  the  town  board  should  not  do  their  duty.  I  write  you 
thus  fully  that  you  may  more  readily  understand  the  situation. 

Find  within  letter  from  Dr.  Brown,  who  is  a  health  officer  of 
the  city  of  Auburn,  and  a  doctor  of  very  high  standing.  Also 
a  letter  from  Dr.  Oreveling,  who  is  one  of  the  State  Board  of 
medical  examiners. 

Will  you  kindly  send  a  member  of  your  Board  to  make  ex 
amination  at  the  earliest  possible  moment? 

Respectfully  yours, 

J.  H.  YOUNG 
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Town  of  Aurblius,  Jwne  24,  1899 

A  oomplaint  having  been  made  to  the  boardi  of  health  of  the 
town  of  Aurelius  on  June  20,  1899,  that  a  nuisance  ta  maintained 
by  H.  0.  Hemingway  &  co.,  upon  lands  leased  and  occupied  by 
them,  owned  by  Carrie  O.  Mullen,  of  the  town  of  Aurelius. 

Said  board  of  health  did  convene  and  examine  said  premises 
and  alU^ged  nuisance  on  the  21st  day  of  June,  1899,  and  on  the 
24th  day  of  June  again  made  another  examination  of  the  said 
premises,  and  at  a  meeting  held  in  the  town  of  Aurelius  on  the 
24th  day  of  June  did  decide  and  declare  in  their  opinion  that  no 
nuisance  did  exist  on  said  premises  on  either  dates  of  their  ex- 
amination over  which  this  board  of  health  has  jurisdiction. 

TUGS.  P.  WILEY, 

Secretary 

Auburn,  N.  Y.,  June  23,  1899 
P.  W.  Smith  : 

Dear  Doctor — I  this  afternoon  inspected  a  pile  of  refuse  from 
a  canning  factory  in  this  city  that  had  been  removed  near  the 
home  of  one  of  my  patients.  The  stuff  emits  a  bad,  offensive  odor 
and  in  my  opinion  is  unhealthy  and  detrimental  to  ail  persons 
living  near  it.     It  seems  to  me  to  be  a  case  for  the  State  Board. 

Very  resi>ectfully, 

J.  P.  CREVELINQ 

Auburn,  N.  Y.,  June  24,  1899 

Baxter  T.  Smblzbr,  Albany y  N.  7.: 

My  Dear  Doctor — Permit  me  to  call  your  attention  to  a  danger- 
ous nuisance  just  over  the  line  of  this  city  in  the  town  of 
Aurelius.  It  coimists  of  a  pile  of  pea  vines  from  the  canning 
factory  located  in  the  city.  Decomposition  is  ali*eady  well  ad- 
vanced. I  hav(»  called  the  attention  of  the  town  board  to  the 
matter  and  that  body  refuses  to  act.  This  is  only  the  beginning, 
as  the  canning  company  will  dump  buirdKHls  of  tons  of  this  gar- 
bage there  during  the  next  two  montliH.     This  uuitter  should  be 
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attended  to  at  once.     Our  board  here  being  without  juriediction 

and  the  town  board-  there  refusing  to  act,  I  must  a&k  the  State 

Board  to  give  the  matter  its  immediate  attention. 

Yours  truly, 

A.  H.  BROWN 

Cayuga,  N.  Y.,  June  22,  1899 
Secretary  of  State  Board  of  HeaMh: 

Dear  Sir — ^The  canning  company  of  Auburn,  N.  Y.,  are  drawing 
and  putting  in  large  stocks  of  pea  pods  (green)  in  a  vacant  lot 
just  outside  the  city  limits  in  the  town  of  Aurelius.  CJomplaint 
has  been  made  to  the  board  of  health  of  Aurelius.  These  pods 
are  drawn  there  to  decay  and  be  used  as  a  fertilizer.  There  is 
a  very  offensive  odor  emanating  from  this  pile.  The  stack  an  heap 
is  about  50  feet  long,  eight  or  10  feet  high  and  15  to  20  wide,  and 
is  being  increased  by  20  to  30  loads  per  day. 

This  pile  is  situated  about  30  to  35  rod's  from  the  street  and 
about  the  same  distance  from  several  houses. 

This  pdle  is  certainly  a  nuisance  and  later  will  be  much  worse. 
What  I  wish  to  know,  is  it  a  nuisance  so  far  as  the  Board  of  Health 
is  concerned? 

The  canning  company  say  not,  and  defy  ua     Please  advise  us 

by  return  mail. 

This  case  I  think  is  sort  of  a  test  case  in  this  matter,  and  if  you 

think  advisable  send  a  member  of  the  State  Board  to  look  into 

the  matter. 

Please  give  me  as  complete  instructions  as  possible. 

Sincerely  yours, 

J.  n.  WITBECK,  M.  D., 

Health  officer  Cayuga  and  AureU/us,  N.  T. 

Albany,  June  20,  1899 

Th4>mas  WiLRY,   Secretary  Board  of  Healthy  Town  of  AureliuSf 
AureliuSjN,  Y,: 

Dear  Sir — I  am  in  receipt  of  a  communication  from  J.  H. 
Young,  of  Auburn,  N.  Y^  in  which  he  encloses  a  copy  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  Ihe  iMXird  of  health  of  the  town  of  Aun^lius,  in  the 
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iiiatter  of  a  complaint  made  to  them  eoiueniiiij^  the  disposition 
being  made  of  pea  podis  by  the  Hemiugw  ay  canning  factory. 

In  a  coTumunication  received  from  your  health  officer,  Dr.  J.  H. 
Witbeck,  it  would  appear  that  the  complaints  against  the  canning 
company  are  well  founded,  and  ift  is  not  understood  how  youT 
board  can  decide  that  no  nuisance  exists,  as  certainly  a  stack  of 
pea  vines  alleged  to  be  50  feet  long,  eight  or  10  feet  high  and 
from  15  to  20  feet  wide,  added  to  by  20  to  30  loadis  a  day 
and  left  to  decay,  cannot  help  but  be  a  nuisance,  and  it  is  cer- 
tainly the  duty  of  your  board  to  require  the  Hemingway  canning 
company  to  cause  dts  abatement. 

A  failure  on  the  jmrt  of  your  board  to  act  in  the  matter  will 
necessitate  this  (Board  taking  advantage  of  the  provisions  of  sec- 
tion 25  of  the  Public  health  law,  which  states  as  follows: 

u  «  •  «  Whenever  the  state  boaird  of  health  or  itsr  presdent 
and  secretary  shall  by  notice  to  the  presiding  officer  of  any  local 
board  of  health,  request  him  to  convene  such  local  board  to  take 
certain  definite  proceedings  concerning  which  the  state  board  of 
health  or  its  president  and  secretary'  shall  be  satisfied  that  the 
action  recommended  by  them  is  necessary  for  the  public  good, 
and  is  within  the  jurisdiction  of  such  board  of  health,  such  presi- 
ding officer  shall  convene  snch  local  boai*d,  which  shall  take  the 
action  recommended." 

Very  respectfully, 

BAXTER  T.  SMELZER, 

Secretary 


B.  T.  Smelzbr,  Seoretati/  State  Board  of  HcaWi,  Albany,  N.  Y.: 

My  Dear  Doctor* — In  the  matter  of  an  alleged  nuisance  in  the 
town  of  Aurelius,  near  the  city  of  Auburn,  N.  Y.,  caused  by  the 
piling  together  of  a  large  mass  of  pea  vint^,  pods,  etc.,  refuse 
from  a  canning  factory  known  as  the  Hemingway  canning  fac- 
tory, doing  business  in  the  city  of  Auburn,  concerning  which  I 
have  been  ordered  to  investigate,  I  beg  leave  to  report: 
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On  July  5,  I  visited  and  insjiected  the  Heminjjwav  canning 
factory,  also  the  place  where  the  refime  from  said  factor*y  is 
dumped  or  piled  at  this  time,  said  refuse  consist inp:  of  peen  pea 
vines  and  i>ods.  The  vines  are  cut  by  the  farmer  and  delivered 
to  the  canning  factory,  pods,  vines  and  altogether,  and  the  peas 
are  removed  or  thrashed  by  machinery,  the  vines  are  then  drawn 
about  one  mile  distant  from  the  factoin-,  just  outside  the  city 
limits  and  there  piled  in  a  large  heap  about  40  rod«  back  from  the 
road. 

The  pile  now  is  about  60  feet  long,  25  to  30  feet  wide,  and  about 
12  or  15  high,  and  is  being  added  to  each  day  to  the  extent  of 
about  20  to  30  load®  of  vines. 

The  mai<s  becomes  very  hot  and  emits  quite  an  offensive  odor 
in  the  process  of  heating  and  decomposition,  which  odor  will  of 
course  continue  until  the  process  of  heating  or  fermentation  is 
complete. 

If  the  factory  is  allowed  to  continue  dumping  their  i*efuse  here 
throughout  the  season,  which  will  consist  of  refu^sie  from  to- 
matoes, corn  and  other  vegetables,  the  offen^sive  odors  arising 
from  the  dump,  are  likely  to  become  more  offensive  than  at 
present. 

Within  a  radiuis  of  from  40  to  60  rods  from  the  dump  are 
located  at  least  half  a  dozen  of  houses.  I  visited  some  of  these 
families  and  questioned  them  regarding  the  odors  arising  from 
the  pea  vine  pile,  and  they  were  quite  unanimous  in  stating  that 
at  certain  times  when  the  wind  was  in  certain  directions  the  odor 
from  the  pile  was  very  offensive,  causing  in  some  instances  nausea 
and  loss  of  appetite,  and  requiring  others  to  kt^p  their  doors  and 
windows  closed. 

I  offer  the  following  suggestion  regaixiing  the  disposition  of 
the  refuse  from  this  factory,  which  I  believe  if  followed  out  will 
prevent  further  cause  of  complaint   which  otherwise  will  con 
tinue  from  year  to  year  or  during  the  operation  of  the  fa<'tory: 

Under  the  present  arrangement,  the  factory  is  obliged  to  pay 
for  the  removal  of  tin*  vim»s,  and  it  would  seem  to  mv  expedi(»nt 
for  them  to  pay  each  farmer  bringing  a  load  of  iM*a«  a  suiall  sum 
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for  the  removal  of  a  load  of  thrashed  vines,  whifh  he  could  re- 
turn to  his  fann,  spread  thinly  upon  the  ground  and  would 
thereby  result  in  no  nuisance  or  cause  for  complaint  from  any 
source. 

Th(»  same  pnrciHlure  slumld  be  follow (h1  out  rej^ardinj;  other 
n^fuse.  It  Hhould  be  drawn  to  a  place  more  remote  from  habita- 
tion than  at  present  and  spread  thinly  upon  the  giH>und  where  it 
would  «oou  dry  without  undergoing  the  process  of  heating  or 
fermentation. 

I  can  see  no  way  of  removing  the  objectionable  features  of  the 
present  mase  of  vines,  except  by  covering  it  with  earth. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

F.  W.  SMITH 

Albany,  July  12,  1899 
Messrs.  H.  C.  Hemingway  &  Co.,  Auburtiy  N,  7.: 

m 

Gentlemen — ^The  attention  of  this  Board  having  been  called  by 
Dr.  J.  H.  Whitbeck,  J.  H.  Young  and  others  to  an  alleged 
nuisance  in  the  town  of  Aurelius,  caused  by  pea  vines  and  other 
refuse  from  your  factory  being  deposited  in  that  town  in  large 
-quantities  and  left  to  decay.  Dr.  F.  W,  Smith,  a  member  of  this 
Board,  was  designated  to  investigate  the  complaints  received. 

Dr.  Smith  having  made  hi«  report  a  copy  is  herewith  enclosed 
for  your  information. 

In  view  of  the  report  made  by  Dr.  Smith,  it  is  advised  that 
you  take  steps  to  cause  the  removal  of  the  existing  nuisance, 
and  that  in  the  future  each  day's  accumulation  be  cared  for  in 
a  sanitary  mannin*,  the  suggestion  being  made  that  future  accu- 
mulations either  be  removed  to  a  point  remote  fmm  any  build- 
ings, or  that  they  be  cremated. 

It  is  underslcKMl  that  there  are  systi^ms  of  cremation  whereby 
(he  refus(»  from  your  factory  could  be  dned  and  used  as  a  fuel, 
in  addition  to  which  sufficient  steam  could  be  generated  from 
the  crematory  for  use  in  your  canning  factory. 

The  present  manner  of  disposal  of  the  w^aste  product  of  your 
plant  being  in  violation  of  the  provisions  of  the  Public  health 
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law,  we  feel  sure  that  jou  will  take  such  steps  as  are  necessary 
to  remedy  existing  unsanitary  conditions,  and  as  suggested 
above,  care  for  each  day's  accumulation,  as  this  Board  does  not 
desire  to  take  advantage  of  the  power  vested  in  it  under  section 
25  of  the  law,  a  copy  of  which  we  have  sent  to  you. 

Very  respectfully, 

T.  A.  BTUARrr, 
Assistant  secretary 


ACETIC  ACID  WORKS,  NORTH  TONAWANDA 


Albany,  August  18,  1899 

B.  T.  Smblzkr,  Secretary  State  Board  of  Health  of  New  York, 
Albany,  N.  Y.: 

Dear  Sir — In  conformity  with  your  instructions  I  visited  North 
Tonawanda  on  the  lOth  and  ITtli  instants,  and  made  an  inspection 
of  the  acetic  acid  works  in  that  place,  regaided  as  a  nuisance 
by  the  local  board  of  health,  and  inquired  into  the  matter  gen- 
erally. In  company  with  the  health  officer.  Dr.  F.  W.  Bentley, 
and  William  Allen,  president,  and  F.  W.  Robertson,  memr 
ber  of  the  board,  I  visited  the  works  which  are  operated  by 
Peuchen  &  co.,  as  I  was  informed.  They  are  located  near  the 
northern  boundary  and  more  than  two  miles  from  the  business 
portion  of  the  city,  in  a  sparsely  settled  region. 

Concerning  these  works  two  complaints  are  made:  Fii*st,  that 
the  gases  and  vapors  emanating  from  the  factory  are  offensive, 
deleterious  to  h^mlth  and  destructive  to  vegetation,  and,  second, 
that  the  drainage  from  the  works  into  Sawyer's  ci*eek  in  the 
immediate  vicinity,  xK)llutes  the  stream,  causes  a  deiK)sit  uiK>n  its 
bed  and  along  its  banks,  and  gives  rise  to  offensive  odors.  It 
would  appear  that  a  petition,  signed  by  a  number  of  tax-paying 
residents  in  the  vicinity  has  been  presented  to  the  board  of 
health,  asking  that  relief  be  afforded  them  from  the  nuisances 
complained  of,  and  that  the  boai*d,  through  its  secretary,  has 

14 
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notified  the  company  that  their  works  as  operated  constituted  a 
nuisance,  and  has  requested  them  to  take  such  action  as  might 
be  necessary  to  remedy  the  evil,  but  that  no  substantial  relief 
has  yet  Ihm^  afforded.  A  chief  complainant  iw  Eugene  De 
Kleinst,  whose  organ  manufactoi-^^  is  in  close  proximity  to  the 
works,  and  wliow?  residence  is  some  300  yards,  or  there- 
about^^, distant  from  them.  I  talked  with  him,  and  with  ^eveial 
of  his  employees,  both  men  and  women,  and  they  agreed  in 
asserting  that  the  odors  arising  from  the  works  are  exceed- 
ingly irritating  and  highly  offensive,  and  that,  in  certain  con- 
ditions of  the  wind  and  states  of  the  atmosti>here,  doors  and 
windows  must  be  kept  closed  in  an  effort  to  exclude  them,  and 
that,  as  a  result,  they  suffer  great  inconvenience  and  distress. 
Mr.  De  Kleinst  states  that  at  times  it  is  impossible  for  him  and 
his  family  to  sit  upon  their  piazza  with  any  comfort,  and  that 
at  night  he  frequently  has  to  close  the  windows  in  his  sleeping 
apartments.  It  is  also  alleged  that  when  the  wind  is  favorable 
the  odors  can  be  observed  in  the  business  portion  of  the  city, 
and  in  Martinsville,  a  section  of  the  city  a  mile  or  thereabouts 
distant  from  the  works,  but  I  am  not  inclined  to  think  that  at 
such  distances  they  can  be  very  annoying.  Within  a  radius  of 
half  a  mile  there  are  few  dwellings,  and  no  very  large  number 
of  people  are,  in  my  opinion,  affected  by  the  exhalations,  but 
this  fact  has  little,  if  any,  bearing  upon  the  question  at  issue, 
for  if  the  comfort  and  health  of  even  a  small  number  of  Residents 
are  affected  they  are  entitled  to  relief. 

In  my  opinion  the  chief  difficulty  lies  in  the  gaseous  emanations 
from  the  works.  Details  as  to  the  processes  employed  were  not 
given  me,  but  I  understand  that  acetate  of  lime  is  employed 
which  is  distilled  with  sulphuric  acid  in  retorts,  the  acetic  acid 
thus  set  free  being  condens(Mi  and  purified  by  re-distillation. 
During  this  proc(*ss  more  or  less  sulphurous  acid  gas  is  liberated, 
and  acrid  fumes  are  evolved,  the  more  particularly,  I  think,  when 
the  retorts  are  charged  and  drawn.  These  fumes  pervade  the 
works,  and  they  are  irritating  and  suffocating.  T1h»v  may  he 
plainly  notici^l   in    the   vicinity,  and   an*  doubtless  rarrie<l,   as 
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claimiHl,  to  a  roDsiderable  distance.  In  niv  opinicai  this  dis- 
clmrge  of  acrid  and  irritating  gases  into  the  atmosphere  con- 
stitutes a  nuisance  in  the  vicinity  which  should  be  remedied  or 
abated.  Just  how  this  should  be  accomplished  I  do  not  under- 
take to  say,  nor  do  I  deem  it  the  duty  of  the  local  board  of 
health  to  recommend  a  plan  and  assume  any  responsibility  in 
the  event  of  its  not  proving  successful.  But  I  am  clearly  of 
opinion  that  relief  should  be  afforded  and  that  the  company 
should  be  required  so  to  operate  their  works  as  not  to  endanger 
the  health  or  lives  of  the  neighboring  residents. 

The  pollution  of  the  stream  is,  I  think,  a  matter  of  secondary 
importance  at  present.  The  company  discharge  their  waste 
water,  which  has  at  timi^  contained  some  petroleum,  into  a 
ditch  that  rune  some  500  feet  or  thereabouts  by  the  side 
of  the  tracks  of  the  New  York  Central  railroad,  and  then 
discharges  into  Sawyer's  creek,  a  sluggish  stream  which  enters 
into  the  Erie  canal  near  Martinsville.  Whether  Peuchen  &  co. 
are  entirely  responsible  for  the  foul  condition  of  this  stream  in 
the  immediate  vicinity  I  do  not  undertake  to  say,  but  any  slug- 
gish stream  situated  as  this  is  is  likely  to  become  polluted  and 
offensive,  and  while  the  deposits  in  this  creek  are  foul,  and  the 
water  nasty  and  ill-smelling,  I  do  not  think  it  adds  very  ma- 
terially to  the  odors  complained  of.  Peuchen  &  co.  claim  that 
their  discharges  no  longer  pollute  it,  and,  while  it  might  be 
cleaned  out  with  advantage  to  all  concerned,  it  would  be  no 
easy  matter  to  secure  a  proper  flow  and  natural  purification  of 
the  water,  at  least  in  dry  seasons  of  the  year,  and  present  con- 
ditions would  not  appear  to  warrant  a  large  outlay  in  this  di- 
rection. 

I  would  therefore  recommend  that  the  local  board  of  health 
of  the  city  of  North  Tonawanda  order  the  abatement  of  the 
nuisance  complained  of  and  above  referred  to,  to  wit:  The  dis- 
charge of  acrid,  irritating,  offensive  and  deleterious  gases  and 
vapors  into  the  atmosphere,  and  take  such  steps  as  may  be  neces- 
sary to  secure  compliance  with  such  order,  and  that  no  action 
be  taken  in  the  matter  of  the  pollution  of  the  stream  unless  it 
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should  appear  that  offensive  matter  is  hereafter  discharged  into 
the  same  in  any  considerable  quantity.  It  may  not  be  possible 
to  operate  such  works  as  these  and  have  them  entirely  inoffensive 
to  the  residents  in  the  immediate  neighborhood,  and  such  manu- 
facturing concerns,  when  situated  in  a  sparsely  settled  region, 
should  not  be  hampered  by  unnecessary  restrictions,  but  I  am 
convinced  that  in  this  instance  the  company  may  materially  im- 
prove the  existing  conditions,  without  hardship,  by  the  exercise 
of  greater  care  in  the  conduct  of  their  works,  and  that  it  is 
clearly  their  duty  to  adopt  such  methods  as  will  accomplish  this 
end  and  afford  the  desired  relief  to  those  who  now  suffer  from 
the  evils  complained  of. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

WILLIS  G.  TUCKER, 

Director 

Albany,  August  18, 1899 

P.  W.  Bentlby,  M.  D.,  Health  officer j  North  Tonauxj/nda^  N.  Y.: 

Dear  Sir — I  transmit  herewith,  for  the  information  of  your 
board,  a  copy  of  the  report  made  by  Prof.  W.  G.  Tucker  upon 
his  investigation  of  a  complaint  concerning  an  alleged  nuisance 
caused  by  the  acetic  acid  works  operated  by  Peuchen  &  co.  at 
North  Tonawanda. 

Very  respectfully, 

BAXTER  T.  SMELZER, 

Secretary 


WEST  CANADA  CREEK. 


To  the  ^tate  Board  of  Jfralth  of  the  State  of  New  York: 

You  are  hereby  notified  that  conditions  exist  at  the  village 
of  Herkimer,  N.  Y.,  which  affect  the  security  of  life  and  health 
in  that  locality  and  are  likely  to  cause  disease,  especially  epi- 
demics; that  the  conditions  are  caused  by  the  escape  of  the 
water  from  the  West  Canada  creek,  a  stream  forming  the  east- 
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erly  boundary  of  said  village,  and  its  overflowing  a  portion  of 
the  village. 

That  thereby  there  are  more  than  100  dwellings  in  said 
village,  the  cellars  of  which  contain  a  depth  of  water  from 
one  inch  to  five  feet  therein,  and  many  of  the  lots  on  which  the 
dwellings  stand  are,  or  have  been  within  two  weeks,  submerged, 
so  that  boats  have  been  resorted  to  as  a  means  of  egress  and 
ingress;  that  the  water  has  collected  in  stagnant  pools  in  such 
cellars  and  lots  to  such  an  extent  as  to  cause  disease  or  sick- 
ness to  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  village  of  Herkimer  and  that 
in  said  village  are  dwellings  surrounded  by  water,  with  water 
in  the  cellars  thereof,  in  which  dwellings  are  cases  of  scarlet 
fever  reported  to  the  health  officer  of  the  sanitary  district  in 
which  the  village  of  Herkimer  is. 

That  the  West  Canada  creek,  where  it  forms  the  eastern 
boundary  of  the  village  of  Herkimer,  is  shallow  and  the  fall 
in  said  creek  from  the  northeasterly  portion  of  the  village  of 
Herkimer  to  its  confluence  with  the  Mohawk  river  is  slight,  and 
the  stream  is  so  shallow  that  when  the  ice  has  broken  up  the 
stream  has  not  suflScient  current  to  carry  it  to  the  river  and  the 
ice  forms  a  barrier  in  the  stream,  which  turns  the  water  upon 
the  adjacent  lands  and  causes  it  to  overflow  a  portion  of  said 
village  and  endanger  the  life  and  health  of  its  inhabitants. 

That  when  the  Erie  canal  was  deepened  and  improved  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  village  of  Herkimer  during  the  winter  of  1897 
and  1898  quantities  of  earth  were  removed  from  the  canal  and 
thrown  into  the  Mohawk  river,  making  that  stream  more  shal- 
low and  thereby  lessening  the  capacity  thereof  for  carrying 
away  the  water  of  the  West  Canada  creek. 

That  the  conditions  above  described  are  nuisances  or  questions 
affecting  the  security  of  life  and  health  in  the  village  of  Herki- 
mer and  ought  to  be  declared  public  nuisances  by  the  Governor 
of  the  state  of  New  York  and  changed,  abated  or  removed. 

Wherefore  the  boards  of  health  of  the  combined  sanitary  and 
registration  district  of  the  town  of  Herkimer  and  the  village  of 
Herkimer  request  and  i>etition  your  honorable    body    to    take 
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coj^nizaiicr  (►f  tla*  iutcivsts  of  bralth  and  life  of  a  portion  of  the 
jKM>ple  of  the  ®tate^  and  to  make  intjuiries  immediately  in  respect 
to  and  investigate  the  effect  of  the  conditions  described  and  ex- 
isting upon  the  public  health,  and  to  make  examinations  im- 
mediately into  the  nuisances  hereinabove  complained'  of,  and  if 
found  to  be  nuisances  that  they  be  certified  to  be  such  in  a  re- 
port to  the  Grovernor  that  they  may  be  by  him  declared  to  be 
public  nuisancer,  and  for  such  other  or  further  action  as  may  be 
dc*emed  wi«e  and  expedient  in  the  premises. 
Dated  at  Hekkimer,  N.  Y.,  January  21,  1899 

CYRUS  KAY,  M.  D., 
Health  officer  of  the  combined  sanitary  and  registration 
district  of  tiic  town  and  village  of  Herkimer 

EDWARD  SMALL, 

Clerk  and  registrar  of  vital  statistics  of  the  combined  sanitary 
and  registration  district  of  Herkimet* 

GEORGE  F.  SMAIJv, 
GEORGE  H.  Bl  N<^E, 
CHAS.  P.  AVERY, 
OIIAS.  C.  HPINNER, 
MAX  ]\IILLER, 
Members  of  tlie  board  of  health  of  the  village  of  Herkimer 

MAX  MIIJjEI^ 
GEORGE  H.  BUNCE, 
CHAS.  r.  AVERY, 
GEOIUiE  F.  SMALI^ 
ClIAS.  C.  SPINNER, 
NORMAN  A.  SMITH, 
Metnbors  of  tJie  board  of  health  of  the  town  of  Herkimer 

Whereas,  The  waters  of  the  West  Canada  crcH^k  have  over- 
flowed adjacent  lands  in  the  village  of  Herkimer  and  filled  the 
cellam  of  many  dwellings  in  this  village  and  inundated  the  yards 
about  many  dwellings  and  some  of  the  streets  leading  to  them 
and  carriiHl  and  d(»i>osited  in  the  vicinity  of  many  liabitations  in 
said  village  r<'fus<^  matter  deleterious  to  h<'allli,  and 
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Whereas,  We  believe  that  the  (•<m(liti<>ns  eauHiHl  by  such  over- 
flow an*  uusauitary  and  a  menace  to  public  health  and  that  they 
endanger  the  life  and  health  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  village, 
and  that  the  cause  of  such  overflow  can  b(*  overcome  if  projK^r 
ni^^nn  are  piHividtMl  th(*refor,  therefore  be  it 

ResolvcH},  That  the  lM>ard  of  liealth  of  the  town  of  Herkimer 
lM*tition  and  n^piest  and  hei'eby  doe«  iK*titi<m  and  re<|u<»st  Ilcm. 
Janu^s  D.  Fi*eter,  state  8<Miator,  and  Hon.  Erwin  E.  Kelley,  mem- 
ber of  assembly  from  Herkimer  county,  to  intix)duce  into  the  two 
houses  of  the  Ijegislature  of  the  state  of  New  York  a  bill  to  pro- 
vide for  relief  fiH>m  the  state  in  removing  the  cause  of  such  over- 
flow and  to  remedy  the  present  unsanitary  conditions  at  Herki- 
mer, the  IhH  to  carry  an  appropriation  of  suflQcient  amount  to 
pay  for  the  work  necessary  to  be  performed  and  that  they  use 
their  best  efforts  to  obtain  the  passage  of  such  a  bill. 


Herkimer  County,  Board  of  Health 

I      S8»» 

OF  THE  Town  of  Herkimer. 


( 


I,  Edward  ^mall,  secretary  of  the  board  of  health  of  the  town 
of  Herkimer,  do  hereby  certify  that  I  have  compared  the  fore- 
going copy  of  resolution  with  the  resolution  duly  adopted  at  a 
regular  meeting  of  the  board  of  health  of  the  town  of  Herkimer 
held  in  the  said  town  on  the  27th  day  of  January,  181)9,  and  that 
the  same  is  a  true  copy  of  said  original  and  of  the  whole  thereof. 
Witness  my  hand  this  27th  day  of  January,  1890, 

EDWARD  BMALL, 
Secretary  of  the  hoard  of  health  of  the  town  of  Herkhnei' 

\Miereas,  The  waters  of  the  West  Canada  crin^k  have  over- 
flowed adjacent  lands  in  the  village  of  Herkimer  and  filled  the 
cellars  of  many  dwellings  in  this  village  and  inundated  the  yards 
about  many  dwellings  and  some  of  the  streets  leading  to  them 
and  carried  and  deiK>sited  in  tlie  vicinity  of  many  habitations  in 
said  village  refuse  matter  deleterious  to  health,  and 

Whereas,  We  believe  that  the  conditions  caused  bv  snch  over- 
flow  are  un.sanilary  and  a  menace  to  public  lusilth,  and  that  they 
endanger  the  life  and  health  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  village, 
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and  that  the  cause  of  such  overflow  can  be  overcome  if  proi)er 
means  are  provided  therefor,  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  health  of  the  village  of  Herkimer 
petition  and  request  and  hereby  does  petition  and  request  Hon. 
James  D.  Feeeter,  state  senator,  and  Hon.  E^win  E.  Kelley,  mem- 
ber of  assembly  from  Herkimer  county,  to  introduce  into  the  two 
houses  of  the  Legislature  of  the  state  of  New  York  a  bill  to  pix)- 
vide  for  relief  from  the  state  in  removing  the  cause  of  such  over- 
flow and  to  remedy  the  present  unsanitary  conditions  at  Herki- 
mer, the  bill  to  carry  an  appropriation  of  suflScient  amount  to  pay 
for  the  work  necessary  to  be  performed  and  that  they  use  their 
best  efforts  to  obtain  the  passage  of  such  a  bill. 

0>UNTY  OP  Herkimer,  Village  op  Herkimer, 
Office  op  the  Secretary  op  the 

Village  Board  of  Health. 

I,  Edward  Small,  secretary  of  the  board  of  health  of  the  vil- 
lage of  Herkimer,  do  hereby  certify  that  I  have  compared  the 
foregoing  copy  of  resolution  with  the  original  resolution  duly 
adopted  at  a  regular  meeting  of  the  board  of  health  of  the  village 
of  Herkimer  held  in  the  said  village  on  the  27th  day  of  January, 
1899,  and  that  the  same  is  a  true  copy  of  the  said  original  resolu- 
tion and  of  the  whole  thereof. 

Witness  my  hand  this  27th  day  of  January,  1899, 

EDWARD  SMALL, 
Secretary  of  the  hoard  of  health  of  the  viUage  of  Herkimer 

Albany,  February  1,  1899 

Prof.  Olin  H.  LANi>RmMi,  dmsultUnj  Emjuwer,  State  Board  of 
Health,  SvJiottcctady,  N,  Y.: 

Dear  Sir — I  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  complaint  nn'oived  at 
this  oflSce  concerning  unsanitary  conditions  existing  in  the  village 
of  Herkimer,  alleged  to  be  caused  by  the  overflow  of  West  C4inada 
creek. 

It  is  directed  that  you  proceed  to  the  village  of  Herkimer  for 
the  purpose  of  investigating  the  complaint  made,  reiM)rting  the 
result  to  this  Board. 
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lu  making  yiniv  iuvf^tigation  it  is  »ugf^08ted,  if  the  conditions 
clanu*d  are  found  to  exist,  that  you  consider  the  question  as  to 
whether  or  not  the  work  of  deepening  the  canal  at  that  point  is 
responsible  for  the  conditions  olaiined. 

It  ifl  expected  that  a  meeting  of  the  Board  wiHl  be  held  in  this 
city  during  the  early  part  of  the  month,  and  if  you  could  make 
the  investigation  within  a  few  days  in  the  event  of  your  written 
report  not  being  ready  you  could  -submit  a  verbal  report. 

Very  respectfully, 

BAXTER  T.  SMELZER, 

Secretary 

ScHBJNBCTADY,  N.  Y.,  February  20,  1899 

Baxter  T.   Smklzru,  Secretary  State  Board  of  Healthy  Albany^ 
N.  7.: 

Dear  Sir — Agreeable  to  your  instructions  of  the  let  instant,  to 
investigate  the  unsanitary  conditions  at  the  village  of  Herkimer, 
due  to  an  Ice  gorge  in  the  West  Oanada  ereek,  and  also  the  ques- 
tion whether,  if  found  to  exist,  those  conditions  are  due  in  any 
measure  to  the  work  of  deepening  the  Erie  canal  at  that  point,  1 
beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  rei>ort: 

I  visited  the  village  of  Herkimer  on  the  M  instant,  calling  on 
Dr.  Cyrus  Kay,  health  officer.  In  company  with  President  Pres- 
cott,  George  H.  Bunce,  member  of  the  board  of  health,  and  village 
engineer  C.  O.  Wood  I  examined  the  creek  causing  the  trouble, 
the  territory  submerged  and  the  mouth  of  the  ereek  at  the  river  as 
well  as  the  bank  of  the  canal  where  work  on  the  canal  improve- 
ments wa«  carried  out  during  the  winter  of  1897-8.  The  facts 
needed  to  understand  the  case  are  as  follows:  E^rly  in  January, 
1890,  a  general  rain  lasting  for  about  two  days  cau-sed  the  ice  in 
the  Wtvvt  Canada  crec*k  to  break  up,  ultimately  for  many  miles  up- 
stream, but  at  first  only  the  lower  jmrt  of  the  creek  was  cleared. 
After  the  first  ice  was  broken  up  and  running  freely,  with  the  river 
at  the  mouth  also  running  free  from  ice,  a  small  ice  jam  occurred 
in  the  shallow  water  on  the  bar  caused  by  the  debris  from  the 
creek  at  its  confluence  with  the  river  channel;  this  jam  did  not 
pile  up  at  this  point,  but,  the  creek  being  rather  narrow  and  tor- 
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tuous,  till' jniu  accumulated  hv  extcusum  upstivaiu  froui  the  iM>iut 
marked  on  the  aeeompaiiyiiiji:  map  *'a''  where  \i  fii*st  fonned,  to 
the  |MHiii  uiarke<l  "e  "  at  tlie  head  of  an  island  in  one  of  the  two 
ehanuds  of  the  cn^i^k.  At  this  point  the  jam  apixirently 
strengthened  and  hy  restrietiHui  of  the  water  channel  under  the 
ice  caused  such  a  gorge  a«  to  d1v(»i't  a  part  of  the  water  out  of  the 
CT'eek.  At  this  time  the  ice  from  uj)jw»r  iKniionn  of  the  creek 
reached  the  jwint  and  eflfectually  clcw^ed  the  nonnal  ci*e(*k  channel, 
sending  the  greater  part  of  the  fi't^het  volume  down  bv  a  new 
channel  dotted  in  red  on  the  maj) — jmssing  under  the  Adirondack 
railroad  tre«itle  at  the  point  marked  "  d  '^  causing  such  under- 
mining of  the  trestle  ae  to  cauvse  the  ac<*ident  to  the  tmin  by  fail- 
ure of  the  trestle. 

This  diversion  water  brought  down  large  amounts  of  running 
ice,  which  now  formed  a  second  ice  jam  in  the  Mohawk  river  at 
the  point  mark(Hl  "  b/'  the  river  channel  at  thiw  jKyint  having  biM^n 
kept  clear  up  to  this  time. 

The  back-water  from  the  river  caiLse<l  the  flats  nuarktMi  "  a  "  to 
be  completely  submerged,  and  while  in  this  condition  cold  weather 
Bet  in,  covering  the  tlats  with  ice  and  also  freezing  up  the  small 
amount  of  water  running  under  the  ice  in  the  natunil  clmnnel  of 
the  ciHKfk  from  **  c  "  to  the  nver,  all  the  wat(*r  of  the  creek  |>a^w- 
ingout  by  the  artiticial  channels  which  leave*  the  natural  channel 
at  numerous  jMiints  from  "e''  up  a«  far  as  the  |Knnt  marked  ^'f.'* 
Bome  of  the  diveivi<m  water  wa«  «ucc(»swfullv  tunu'd  into  the 
hydraulic  canal  shown  on  the  map,  but  at  tin*  time  of  my  visit 
not  much  had  been  gotten  into  the  canal. 

The  conditi<<ms  |Ui)duc(*d  in  the  village'  by  this  entire  (overflow 
of  the  cret^k  are  of  course  highly  detrimental.  The  area  shaded  in 
red  indicatt^  the  territory  overtiowtnl  and  Ibis  includes,  a«  will 
be  «;tH?n,  f*eveml  populous  strc^^ti^.  The  hi'alth  ofiicer  staters  that 
l»y  actual  count  there  wen*  at  leasl  200  houses  having 
water  in  theiir  cellars  from  this  cause;  many  of  th(*se»  bonnes  are 
actually  surrounded  by  water,  either  standing  covered  with  ice 
or  flowing  a«  temporary  cn^k  channels.  Many  of  the  hout$e« 
Burround^Ml  by  water  have  wells  and  privii^  not  far  st^paratc^  and 
now  all  filknl  to  the  sanu»  It^vel  by  the  common  body  of  water.     It 
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is  hardly  necessary  to  say  that  these  conditions  are  in  my  opinion 
exeeedngly  unsanitary  and  a  menace  to  health.  General  mck- 
ness  may  of  course  naturally  be  exi)ected  to  follow  these  condi- 
tiona. 

Touching  the  second  point  of  your  instructions  rt^Iating  to  the 
question  whether  the  work  of  deepening  the  Erie  canal  is  respon- 
sible for  the  conditions  found  to  exist.  I  will  say:  The  claim  is 
advanced  by  the  village  officials  that  during  the  improvements 
made  in  the  winter  of  1897-8  on  the  canal,  the  material  excavated 
from  the  bed  of  the  canal  was  dumped  over  the  side  of  the  tow- 
path  into  the  river  which  mn  along  the  tow-i>ath,  much  of  the 
material  falling  or  being  washed  into  the  river;  tliib  I  found  had 
occurred  from  a  point  marked  "  g,"  sev(»nvl  huiidn^d  feet  alvove 
the  mouth  of  the  creek  up  the  river  at  frequent  intervals.  It  is 
further  claimed  that  this  material  so  depositiHl  in  the  river  was 
carried  down  sti*eam  b}'  the  river  and  was  deiM)sited  on  the  top 
of  the  creek  bar  at  "  a,"  thus  raisiing  the  bar  and  causing  the  ice 
jam  to  be  formed  from  which  the  floodinl  c^cmdition  resulted. 

In  the  ab*?ence  of  any  proof  that  this  material  was  so  carrii^ 
and  dei>osited  on  the  bar,  the  claim  apiK^ars  to  l>e  a  weak  one. 
I  endeavon^d  to  ascertain  if  any  such  evidence  existed  but  could 
h^arn  of  none. 

My  request  made  to  l><>th  the  president  and  heallh  officer  to 
furnish  me  any  evid(*nce  or  clue  to  evidence  which  they  might 
have  that  the  bar  has  Ikc^u  raist^l  during  the  past  two  ye»ars  by 
canal  material  has  brought  no  resp<mse.  There  i®  no  proof  even 
that  the  bar  has  been  raised,  though  this  is  by  no  means  improb- 
able, but  by  the  creek  its(?lf  and  not  by  the  river,  if  it  has  occurred 
The  extreme  improbability  that  any  considerable  amount  if  any 
of  canal  material  has  been  carried  onto  this  bar  will  be  appreci- 
ated when  attention  is  <alled  to  the  fact  that  whatever  deposition 
of  transported  material  luis  (KcurrcMi  would  naturally  take  place 
in  deej)  pools  or  in  slack  water  where  the  sluggish  velocity  per- 
mitted deposition  while  on  the  bar  there  should  always  have  been 
a  fairlv  Jstninir  vtOoeitv  fi^nn  \\u*  cKM'k  water  wliieh  exec^eds  in 
volnnie  the  river  wat<'r.  M(ireov<M*.  as  tli'is  <reek  bar  does  not 
extend  all  the  way  aero*«^  the  river  but  leavi-s  a  dt^*p  river  chann(^l 
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next  the  southwest  bank,  through  whi-ch  there  is  a  strong  current, 
it  is  hardly  probable  that  the  transpoirted  material,  if  railing 
along  the  bottom  of  the  channel,  wouM  rise  to  the  bar  along  its 
side,  nor  if  deposited  from  susi)ension  would  do  so  by  passing 
upstream  from  the  river  channel  to  the  creek  bar  across  which 
a  current  is  always  flowing  to  the  river  channel. 

Prom  theee  reasons  and  the  absence  of  proof  that  the  bar  has 
been  raised  by  material  deposited  in  the  river  from  the  canal  ex- 
cavation, ift  seems  very  improbable  that  such  action  has  taken 
place,  and  therefore  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  there  is  no  reason- 
able ground  for  considering  the  canal  work  responsible  for  the 
conditions  found  to  exist. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  very  truly  yours, 

OLIN  H.  LANDRETH, 

Consulting  engineer 

ScHBNROTADY,  N.  Y.,  Febt^ary  28,  1899 

Baxtrr  T.   Smwlzbr,  Secfoianj  State  Board  of  Healthy  Albany, 
N.  Y.: 

Dear  Sir — In  the  matter  of  the  Herkimer  ice  jam,  I  beg  to 
write  you  that  I  have  to^day  riveived  the  encloHcd  neveral  alTl- 
davits  of  inn^sons  who  claim  to  have  knowledge  that  the  river 
has  been  changed  during  the  past  two  .>i»ar8.  I  also  send  en- 
closed a  copy  of  the  letter  sent  by  me  to  the  health  oflRier,  Dr. 
Cyrus  Kay,  asking  for  whatever  evidence  his  authoriti<»R  might 
have.  The  affidavits  should  have  been  received  before  (his,  as 
they  appear  to  have  been  completed  on  the  13th  instant. 

While  I  do  not  think  that  this  evidence  is  c*onclusive,  it  may 
call  for  further  careful  investigation  by  soundings  and  sampling 
of  the  material  of  the  bar.  I  did  not  interpret  my  instructions, 
especially  the  verbal  ones,  as  calling  for  such  an  amount  of  in- 
vestigation as  seems  necessary  to  establish  the  facts,  and  it 
would  appear  to  be  proper  for  the  village  to  assume  the  burden 
of  such  inquiry. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  very  truly  yours, 

OLIN  n.  LANDRETH, 

Consultin-g  engineer 
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SoHBNBOTADY-,  N.  Y.,  February  4,  1899 
Dr.  Cyrus  Kay,  H€<iUh  officer,  HerMmer,  N.  Y.: 

Dear  Sip — I  beg  to  return  herewith  Dr.  Smelzer's  letter  to  you 
of  the  17th  of  January,  which  I  unintentionally  brought  away 
with  me. 

After  making  the  tour  of  the  village  I  found  it  necessary  to 
take  the  4:15  train  to  Utica  to  look  for  evidence  of  the  change 
in  the  river  bar  in  the  oflRce  of  the  United  States  deep  waterway 
survey  there.  This  will  explain  my  failure  to  call  on  you  again 
before  leaving.  You  had  not  come  in  at  4:10  when  I  left.  I 
asked  Mr.  Prescott  to  have  prepared  and  sent  to  me  for  use 
in  my  report  a  sketch  map  of  the  gorge  and  the  portion  of  the 
village  affected  thereby.  I  explained  what  was  desired  to  Mr. 
Wood.  I  will  need  this  very  soon  as  I  wish  to  make  my  report 
early  next  week  in  time  for  the  coming  meeting  of  the  State 
Board  of  Health. 

It  seems  that  the  claim  that  the  state  is  responsible  for  the 

pres(»nt  gorge  is  rather  weak  at  the  imint  of  showing  that  a 

change  has  aclually  mcnrred  in  the  bar  during  the  past  year. 

If  you  have  further  evidence  <m  this  point  it  should  be  made 

available.     This  evidence,  (»ijher  {KMsitive  or  negative,  could  l^e 

secured  by  a  thorough  invest igjition,  but  I  have  not  considered 

my  insj ructions  .is  warranting  this  without  authority  from,  and 

at  the  exiK^n^*u»  of,  the  village  authorities. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  very  truly  yours, 

OLIN  H.  LANDRETH 
STATE  OF  NEW  YORK,    ) 

County  of  IlEnKiMKU,       I 

Albert  Coleman,  William  Canady  and  Anthony  Aberline,  being 
duly  severally  sworn  each  for  himself  saj's,  that  he  is  a  resident 
of  the  village  of  Herkimer,  and  that  he  is  familiar  and  has  been 
for  a  number  of  years,  with  the  conditions  of  the  Mohawk  river 
and  the  West  Canada  creek  at  said  village,  and  has  observed  in 
former  years  the  conditions  of  the  channels  of  said  streams  and 
the  depth  and  flow  of  water  therein,  and  has  also  observed  the 
same  during  the  summer  and  fall  of  1898. 
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That  each  of  them  have  heard  the  affidavit  of  James  T.  Deving, 
verified  February  13,  1899,  read  and  kuow  the  contents  thereof, 
and  they  are  each  able  to  and  hereby  do  for  themselves  verify 
the  statements  thereof  in  respect  to  the  conditions  of  the  channel 
of  said  river  and  the  flow  of  the  waters  thereof  since  said  ex- 
cavations from  the  Erie  canal  were  thrown  into  said  river  as 
stated  in  said  affidavit. 

And  each  for  himself  says,  that  since  said  excavations  from 
the  canal  were  thrown  into  said  river  he  has  observed  that  the 
channel  thereof  along  the  southeasterly  bounds  of  said  village 
and  opposite  the  mouth  of  said  creek  has  become  filled  in  to  a 
large  extent,  and  the  watei*s  and  flow  of  said  river  greatly  im- 
peded and  interfered  with,  and  the  channel  thereof  greatly  nar- 
rowed, and  as  each  of  them  verily  believes  to  the  extent  and  as 
fully  described  in  the  affidavit  of  Mr.  Devins. 

The  affiants  herein  each  also  verifies  said  affidavit  of  Mr. 

Devins  for  himself  as  to  the  extent  to  which  the  excavation© 

from  said  canal  were  thrown  upon  said  tow-path  embankment 

and  into  said  river;  as  also  the  elTect  it  had  upon  the  waters  of 

said  river  and  creek. 

ALBERT  COLEMAN 

WILLIAM  OANADY 

ANTHONY  ABERiLINE 

Severally  subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  13th  day  of 

February,  1899, 

C.  L.  Earl,  jr.. 

Notary  public 
STATE  iW  NEW  YORK, 

OOUNTY    OF    HkUKIMKR, 

Peter  M.  Smith,  Thomas  G.  Perry  and  Matthew  n.  Devins, 
being  duly  swcwn,  mnerally  say,  that  they  are  residents  of  the 
village  of  Herkimer  in  the  county  and  state  aforesaid,  and  have 
been  for  more  than  fifteen  years  last  past;  that  they  are  and  for 
all  of  that  time  have  lM»en  well  acquainted  with  the  conditioim 
of  the  Mc^lmwk  rivi^r  and  Wvi^t  Canada  creek  at  said  village; 
that  si\'u\  rivrr  flows  along  th«»  iHM*|Mrt'a(<*  iNMinds  ^>f  ssiid  village 
from  a  \v<*sterlv  io  an  ea.^t<*rlv  directitm,  and  the  sjiid  creek 
bounds  said  village  on  the  easterly  and  flows  into  said  river  at 


'  I  8s.: 


State  Board  of  Hkaltii  223 

the  southeasterly  corner  of  siiid  vilhij^e  luid  subslaulially  at  rijj:ht 
anglers  to  Siiid  river. 

That  they  have  heard  tlie  affidavit  of  James  T.  Devins,  verified 
Fel)ruary  V\,  1890,  read,  and  know  the  contents  thereof;  and  that 
they  each  have  made  during  the  past  season  personal  observa- 
tion's of  the  condition  of  the  channel  of  the  Mohawk  river  at  the 
places  mentioned  in  said  affidavit,  and  they  are  each  able  to  and 
hereby  do  verify  the  statements  thereof  in  that  respect. 

iThat  prior  to  1898  they  had  each  visited  said  river  and  creek, 
and  fished  therein  and  worked  near  the  banks  thereof  at  the 
places  afwesaid,  and  observed  generally  the  conditions  of  the 
channel  and  the  flow  of  the  waters  both  of  said  river  and  of  said 
creek. 

That  since  the  excavations  from  the  Erie  canal  were  thrown 
and  dumped  over  the  northerly  bank  of  said  tow-path  and  into 

said  river  they  have  observed  that  the  channel  of  said  river  and 
the  flow  of  the  watei's  thereof  have  been  greatly  impeded  and 
interfered  with,  and  particularly  so  opposite  the  mouth  of  said 
creek  and  below  the  [ilace  where  said  creek  flows  into  said  river. 

That  they  have  observed  that  a  bar  of  dirt  and  filling  had  ac- 
cumulated on  the  southerly  side  of  the  channel  of  said  river  and 
opposite  the  mouth  of  said  creek  and  the  channel  of  said  river 
greatly  interfered  with  and  impeded  thereby,  and  as  moi*e  fully 
stated  in  the  said  affidavit  of  Mr.  Devina  hereinabove  referred  to. 

r)eiK)nents  further  say  that  the  excavationf*  taken  fi*om  the  sjiid 
canal  as  aforesaid  and  dumped  over  the  embankment  of  the  tow- 
path  consisted,  as  deponcnits  verily  believe,  of  many  thousand 
loads  or  tons  of  earth  and  stone  and  debris. 

Deponents  also  verify  the  said  affidavit  of  Mr.  Devins  as  to 
the  extent  and  distance  along  said  river  that  such  earth  and 
stone  and  debris  were  dumped  or  deposited. 

TETKU  M.  KMITH 
THOMAS  (I.  PERKY 
MATTUEW  DEVIKS 

Severally  subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  13th  day  of 

February,  1899,  as  to  Perry  &  Devins, 

C.  L.  Earl,  jr., 

Notary  pubUo 
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STATE  OF  NEW  YOJUv,   ) 

>  jig  * 

(^•OUNTY    OF    HkUKIMICR,  j   ••  .. 

James  T.  Devins,  being  duly  sworn,  says,  he  resides  at  Herki- 
mer, N.  Y.,  and  is  upwards  of  twenty-five  years  of  age;  that  for 
about  twemty-three  years  he  has  resided  on  the  easterly  side  of 
South  Washington  street  in  nt?rkimer  aforesaid,  and  has  for 
many  yeare  been  well  acquainted  with  the  condition  of  the  Mo- 
hawk river  and  its  channel  and  banks  in  the  said  village  of  Herki- 
mer; that  during  said  time  his  residence  has  been  very  near  to 
said  river. 

That  deponent  is  also  well  acquainted  with  the  condition  of 
the  West  Canada  creek  within  said  village  and  has  been  for  a 
good  many  years. 

Deponent  further  says  that  southeasterly  from  deponent's 
house  the  West  Canada  creek  flows  nearly  at  right  angles  into 
said  Mohawk  river. 

That  heretofore  and  during  the  winter  and  spring  of  1898  large 
quantities  of  dirt  were  taken  out  of  the  bottom  and  sides  of  the 
Erie  canal  on  the  southerly  of  said  river  as  it  passes  along  the 
southerly  boundaries  of  the  said  village  of  Herkimer;  that  at  said 
place  the  said  canal  and  river  are  substantially  parallel  and  flow 
from  a  westerly  to  an  easterly  direction,  and  the  only  interven- 
ing si>ace,  ground  and  embankment  between  the  said  canal  and 
river  is  that  as  covered  and  made  by  the  tow-path  itself;  that 
said  canal  is  mueh  higher  than  the  said  river  and  the  bank  of 
the  towpath  to  the  north  and  next  to  said  river  is  and  has  been 
for  many  years  very  steep  and  abrupt;  that  a&  deponent  is  in- 
formed and  verily  believes  upwards  of  two  feet  of  earth  and 
debris  was  taken  from  the  bottom  of  said  canal,  as  also  accumu- 
lations from  the  sides,  and  were  thrown  and  dump<»d  over  upon 
the  northerly  side  of  said  tow  path  and  embankment  and  into 
said  river;  that  such  excavations  were  so  thrown  over  and 
dumped  uiK)n  said  embankment  and  into  said  river,  as  deponent 
is  informed  and  believes,  by  order  and  under  the  direction  of  the 
authorities  of  the  state  of  New  York;  that  such  dirt  was  thrown 
into  said  river  as  aforesaid  for  a   distance,  as   deponent   verily 
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believe©,  of  about  three-quart  ere  of  a  mile  from  a  point  opposite 
the  mouth  of  the  West  Canada  creek  westerly  and  up  the  stream 
of  the  Mohawk  river;  that  dirt  and  debris  from  the  canal  as  afore- 
said were  also  thrown  into  said  river  a»  aforesaid  for  a  distance, 
as  deponent  verily  believes,  equally  as  great  as  that  to  the  west- 
erly and  up  the  stream. 

Deponent  further  says  that  during  the  past  summer  and  fall 
he  observed  the  effect  of  the  dnmping  of  said  dirt  and  accumula- 
tions upon  said  northerly  bank  of  the  tow-path  and  into  said  river 
as  aforesaid  upon  the  flow  of  waters  and  the  current  of  said 
river  and  creek,  and  that  he  observed  that  the  channel  of  said 
river  was  greatly  narrowed  and  the  flow  of  the  water  thereof  im- 
peded and  interfered  with,  and  that  a  bar  was  formed  at  or  near 
the  mouth  of  said  West  Canada  creek  and  in  said  river  which 
interfered  with  the  flow  of  the  waters  both  of  said  creek  and  of 
said  river. 

That  a»  an  illustration  thereof  deponent  has  observed  that  the 
sewer  pipes  which  conduct  the  sewage  from  the  village  of  Herki- 
mer into  said  river  at  a  point  about  one-quarter  of  a  mile  westerly 
from  the  influx  of  said  creek  into  sa4d  river,  and  that  in  former 
summer  seasons  the  said  pipes  were  plainly  exposed  to  view  and 
a  large  portion  of  them  were  out  of  water,  that  i-s,  upwards  of  one 
foot,  and  half  of'  them  being  out  of  water,  but  that  during  the 
past  i&ummer  i«eason  and  since  said  dirt  was  thrown  into  said 
river  as  aforesaid,  the  season  being  equally  dry  as  that  of  some 
former  seasons,  yet  the  said  sewer  pipes  were  submerged,  as  de- 
ponent verily  believes,  caused  by  the  interference  with  said 
channel  and  waters  as  aforesaid  whereby  the  same  were  caused 
to  set  back. 

That  deponent  as  a  further  illustration  of  his  observation 
further  avers  that  a  child  was  drowned  in  the  hydraulic  at 
Herkimer  during  about  the  early  fall  of  1898,  and  it  being  pre- 
sumed that  the  body  had  been  carried  thence  into  the  river  de- 
ponent was  engaged  in  searching  for  the  body  of  s-uch  child  and 
observed  that  in  the  channel  of  said  river  at  a  point  opposite  the 
mouth  of  said  creek  where  the  channel  in  former  sea^sons  had 

15 
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been  extremely  deep,  that  there  was  an  accumulation  of  filling 
thereat  to  such  an  extent  that  the  water  was  only  about  between 
two  and  three  feet  in  depth. 

And  deponent  further  says,  that  it  is  his  best  judgment  from 
his  observation  as  aforesaid  that  the  channel  of  said  river  had 
been  narrowed  by  such  filling  and  dirt  and  accumulations,  for  a 
distance  of  upwards  of  twenty  rod»  opposite  and  easterly  from 
the  mouth  of  said  creek  that  said  channel  had  been  reduced  to 
a  width  of  not  but  a  little  over  twenty  feet,  whereas  it  was 
formerly,  as  deponent  verily  believes  and  now  recollects,  of  the 
width  of  from  forty  to  fifty  feet. 

JAMES  T.  DEVINS 

Sworn  to  before  me  this  13th  day  of  February,  1899. 

C.  L.  Earl,  jr.. 

Notary  pubUc 

STATE  OF  NEW  YORK,^ 
County  of  Herkimer,     j      " 

Joseph  W.  Smith,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  he  resides  in  the 
village  of  Herkimer,  N.  Y.,  that  he  h€is  been  familiar  with  the 
Mohawk  river  where  the  West  Canada  creek  empties  into  said 
river  and  for  several  miles  above  and  below  that  point  for  at 
least  thirty  years;  that  he  has  fished  in  said  river  every  year  for 
at  least  thirty  years  last  past  us-ing  a  boat  for  that  purpose;  that 
until  recently  the  waters  of  the  Mohawk  river  at  the  mouth  of 
the  said  West  Canada  creek  were  from  fifty  to  seventy-five  feet 
wide  and  the  depth  of  the  water  for  a  considerable  part  of  said 
width  was  from  eight  to  eleven  feet. 

Deponent  fished  in  the  Mohawk  river  during  the  past  summer 
and  fall  (1898)  a  number  of  times,  and  on  these  occasions*  rowed 
in  a  boat  down  the  Mohawk  river  passed  the  mouth  of  the  West 
Canada  creek,  and  on  these  occasions  he  observed  a  very  material 
change  in  the  condition  of  said  river  near  the  mouth  of  said  creek 
and  above  and  below  the  mouth  thereof. 

Deponent  observed  that  a  large  quantity  of  earth  and  stones 
had  been  thrown  or  had  fallen  down  the  tow-path  of  the  Erie 
canal  into  the  Mohawk  river. 
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This  earth  and  dirt  had  been  thrown  out  of  the  Erie  canal  when 
it  was  deepened  in  the  winter  of  1898. 

Deponent  also  observed  that  the  channel  of  the  Mohawk  river 
opposite  the  mouth  of  the  West  Canada  creek  was  only  about 
twenty  or  twenty-five  feet  wide  and  only  from  three  to  seven  feet 
deep,  and  that  the  narrowing  of  the  width  of  the  stream  and  the 
decrease  in  its  depth  at  this  point  appeared  to  have  been  caused 
in  a  large  part  by  the  dirt  and  stones  thrown  out  of  the  Erie  canal 
as  aforesaid. 

In  all  the  years  that  deponent  has  rowed  up  and   down   said 

river  as  aforesaid  he  has  never  known  the  channel  of  said  river 

to  be  so  narrow  and  the  waters  thereof  to  be  so  shallow  at  the 

mouth  of  said  West  Canada  creek  and  for  some  distance  above 

and  below  the  mouth  of  said  creek  as  during  the  summer  and  fall 

of  the  year  1898. 

JOSEPH  W.  SMITH 

Sworn  to  before  me  this  13th  day  of  February,  1899^. 

C.  L.  Earl,  jr., 

Notary  public 


TOWN  OF  EAST  GREEN  BUSH,  RIVERSIDE 

AVENUE 


Schenectady,  N.  Y.,  December  30,  1899 
Dr.  S.  C.  CtJRRAN,  Health  officer  of  the  town  of  East  Greenbush, 
N.  Y.: 

Dear  Sir — I  beg  to  submit  my  report  on  the  matter  of  the  de- 
fective drainage  and  sewerage  of  the  portion  of  Riverside 
avenue  and  adjacent  streets  which  lie  outside  the  corporate 
limits  of  the  city  of  Rensselaer,  which  was  referred  to  me  by  you 
some  time  ago. 

In  company  with  you  and  several  members  of  your  town 
board  of  health  I  examined  the  locality  under  consideration  on 
August  14  and  again  alone  on  receipt  of  your  list  of  the  prop- 
erties concerned  on  October  28. 
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The  trouble  I  found  to  consist  in  the  discharge  of  sewage  and 
garbage  from  the  residences  on  the  east  side  of  Riverside  avenue 
adjacent  to  the  city  of  Rensselaer,  into  the  basin  and  on  the 
eastern  bank  of  the  basin  formed  by  that  portion  of  the  river 
cut  off  by  the  construction  of  the  New  York  state  dyke  along 
the  east  side  of  the  navigation  channel  of  the  Hudson  river  at 
this  point.  The  discharge  of  sewage  and  garbage  at  this  place 
and  in  the  manner  found  to  exist  certainly  constitutes  a  sani- 
tary nuisance  and  conditions  which  are  clearly  a  menace  to  the 
health  of  the  community.  The  only  questions  that  call  for  care- 
ful consideration  are:  How  shall  the  nuisance  be  abated,  and 
who  is  responsible  for  its  abatement?  The  latter  question  in- 
volves not  only  the  identity  of  the  parties  and  the  agencies 
which  produce  the  unsanitary  conditions,  but  also  the  owner- 
ship of  the  lands  on  which  the  nuisance  exists.  The  agencies 
which  produce  the  unsanitary  conditions  are  (1)  the  discharge 
of  sewage  and  garbage  by  the  residents  of  Riverside  avenue;  (2) 
the  absence  of  a  current  and  the  tidal  ebb  and  flow  of  the  water 
of  the  basin.  Were  the  discharge  directly  into  the  river  having 
a  continuous  strong  current  sufficient  to  carry  away  the  refuse 
matter  discharged,  the  results  would  be  less  objectionable  than 
at  present  under  the  conditions  as  they  exist.  Two  matters 
were  referred  to  me  by  your  board:  (1)  The  feasibility  of  a  sewer 
along  Riverside  avenue  intercepting  the  individual  sewers  from 
the  residences  on  both  Riverside  avenue  and  also  a  sewer  from 
Belmont  place,  which  sewers  some  15  residences  on  that 
street,  this  sewer  to  have  a  grade  so  as  to  flow  from  both  north 
and  south  toward  the  lowest  point  along  Riverside  avenue, 
thence  to  enter  the  river  channel.  (2)  The  propriety  of  calling 
on  the  state  to  fill  the  basin  above  ordinary  tide  level  and  the 
particular  department  or  bureau  to  which  to  apply  for  such 
remedy  if  found  to  be  a  proper  one. 

As  both  these  matters  involve  legal  questions,  1  reeomraend<»d 
to  your  board  that  these  legal  questions  should  be  submitted 
to  an  attorney  for  consideration;  this  recommendation  being. 


State  Board  of  Health  229 

approved  by  your  board  the  fo.lowing  three  questions  were  sub- 
mitted to  Clarence  E.  Akin,  attorney,  of  Ti'oy,  X.  Y.,  to- 
gether with  a  description  of  the  conditions  and  circumstances 
of  the  case: 

(1)  Has  the  board  of  health  of  the  town  of  East  Greenbush 
authority  to  designate  the  particular  kind  of  remedy  which  the 
lot  owners  must  follow  in  abating  the  nuisances? 

(2)  Does  the  land  within  the  tidal  basin  belong  to  the  owners 
of  the  properties  fronting  on  this  basin,  or  to  the  state? 

(3)  The  destroying  of  the  current  by  the  construction  of  the 
dyke  and  the  tidal  ebb  and  flow  being  elements  in  the  creation 
of  the  nuisance,  can  the  state  of  New  York  be  call^ed  on,  with- 
out new  legislation,  to  abate  the  unsanitary  conditions  so  far 
as  they  are  due  to  the  existence  of  the  basin,  either  by  filling 
up  the  same  or  by  opening  another  inlet  at  the  upper  end  to 
secure  circulation  of  fresh  water,  or  by  other  means? 

After  looking  carefully  into  the  matter,  Mr.  Akin  returned  the 
following  opinion  on  the  matters  submitted  to  him: 

Schenectady,  N.  Y.,  October  24,  1899 

Clarence  E.  Akin,  Attotmey,  Troy,  N,  T,: 

My  Dear  Sir — I  am  just  in  receipt  of  a  letter  from  the  health 
officer  of  the  town  of  East  Greenbush  sending  me  the  informa- 
tion concerning  the  individual  properties  on  the  east  side  of 
Riverside  avenue,  East  Greenbush,  just  south  of  the  city  line  of 
Rensselaer.  Just  across  the  street  from  these  properties  and 
on  the  east  bank  of  a  basin  or  arm  of  the  Hudson  river  certain 
unsanitary  conditions  exist,  produced  by  the  discharge  of  sew- 
age and  house  waste  from  some  of  the  properties  mentioned. 
The  bank  in  question  was  originally  the  east  bank  of  the  Hud- 
son, as  I  am  informed,  but  by  the  building  of  a  dyke  parallel 
with  the  river  some  hundred  feet  or  more  west  of  this  east  bank 
by  the  state  of  New  York  for  the  purpose  of  improving  the  navi- 
gation of  the  river,  this  bank  on  the  west  side  of  the  street  is 
no  longer  a  bank  of  the  river  proper  but  simply  the  easterly 
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bank  of  a  long  narrow  basin  in  which  the  tide  ebbs  and  flows- 
through  an  inlet  cut  through  the  dyke.  The  nuisance  com- 
plained of  exists  not  only  on  the  east  bank  of  the  basin  but 
along  the  low  land  at  the  northern  end  of  the  basin  and  also  in 
the  basin  itself,  being  caused  by  the  alternate  tidal  flooding 
and  exposure  of  the  banks  and  beds  of  the  basin  strewn  with 
sewage  and  garbage. 

The  board  of  health  of  the  town  of  East  Greenbush  have  laid 
the  matter  before  the  State  Board  and  it  has  by  them  been  re- 
ferred to  me  for  investigation  and  report.  I  find  an  unsanitary 
condition  of  things,  but  am  not  prepared  to  recommend  in  detail 
the  remedy  to  be  followed  without  securing  legal  advice,  which 
is  the  occasion  of  the  reference  of  certain  questions  to  you. 
These  question  are,  first,  has  the  health  officer  of  the  town  of 
East  Greenbush  authority  to  designate  the  particular  kind  of 
remedy  which  the  lot  owners  must  follow  in  abating  the  nuis- 
ances? This  question  is  pertinent  because  the  local  board  of 
health  desire  the  lot  owners  to  build  a  sewer  along  Riverside 
avenue  intercepting  all  the  individual  sewers  and  discharging 
the  same  into  the  river  in  a  manner  not  to  be  objectionable. 
It  seems  to  me  that  this  is  a  matter  exceeding  their  authority 
and  that  all  they  can  do  is  to  order  the  lot  owners  to  abate  the 
nuisances  but  leave  to  them  the  particular  method  of  abate- 
ment. Second,  does  the  land  within  the  tidal  basin  belong  to 
the  owners  of  the  properties  fronting  on  this  basin,  some  of 
whose  titles  read,  I  am  informed,  to  the  center  of  the  river^ 
others,  the  high-water  mark  of  the  river,  and  others,  to  the 
channel  of  the  river;  or  does  the  land  in  this  tidal  basin  belong 
to  the  state  of  New  York?  Third,  the  tidal  ebb  and  flow  being 
an  element  in  the  matter,  can  the  state  be  called  on  without 
new  legislation  to  abate  the  unsanitary  conditions  so  far  as  they 
are  due  to  the  existence  of  the  basin,  either  by  filling  up  the 
same  or  by  opening  another  inlet  at  the  upper  end  to  secure  the 
circulation  of  fresh  water  or  by  other  means? 

As  explained  to  you  by  telephone,  I  am  authorized  to  engage 
legal  advice  on  these  three  questions  at  a  cost  not  to  exceed  |15^ 
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I  send  you  enclosed  the  names  of  the  property  owners  and 
street  number  and  other  information  such  as  is  sent  me  concern- 
ing drainage  and  sewerage  from  the  respective  properties. 

Very  truly  yours, 

OLIN  H.  LANDRETH, 

ConsMing  engineer 


street 
num- 
ber 


8 

9 

11 

nn 

10 
12 
13 
14 
16 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
24 
2S 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 

w" 

34 


Kiverside  ftvenue  Owner 


George  Low 

Charles  J.  Reno 

Frank  Comeliut 

Frank  Cornelius 

Dauehters  of  Revolution 

T.  McK**e,  Estate  of 

Frank  Cornelias 

Oscar  Hilt 

John  T.  Sape 

—  Smith 

Mrs.  Jamea  Miller 

Mrs.  J.  BafTRs 

Mrs.  Alonso  Sliter 

—  Graves 

Mrs.  Wilson  

Clark  Alexander 

Mrs.  A loneo  Sliter 

Mrs.  Stephen  Mink 

John  A.PaltDer 

George  Past 

Mayells,  Bstateof 

T.J.  Van  Aist^ne 

Mrs.  S.  A.  Fiitts 

Mrs.  8.  A.  Fritts 

Camer  Estate 

tfohn  Lemley 

T.J.  Van  Alstyne 

Vacant  lots 

Hudson  River  aniline  and  color  works 

Mrs.  J.  T.  Johnson 

Jacob  Wald 

Horatio  Moulds 


Has  lot  a 

sewer  to 

river  f 


Yes. 

Yea. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

Yes. 

Yes. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

Yea. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 


No. 
No. 


No. 


No. 

No. 

2  bldga. 

No. 


Does  drain  carry 
sewage  or  slop  f 


Sewage. 

Sewage. 

Two  families  wash  water. 

Two  families  wash  water. 

Vacant. 

Sewage. 

Wash  water. 

Wash  water. 

Wash  water. 

Wash  water. 

Wash  water. 

Sewage. 

Sewage. 

Wash  water. 

Wash  water. 

Sewage. 

Sewage. 

Wash  water. 

Wash  water. 

Sewagf. 

Wash  water. 

Sewage 

Wash  water. 

Sewage 

Vacant  lot. 

Sewage. 

Wash  water. 

Two  drains. 
Sewage. 
Wash  water. 
Wash  water. 


There  are  15  houses  on  Belmore  place  which  drain  into  a  sewer 
which  empties  onto  the  bank;  12  of  these  buildings  are  owned  by 
John  F.  I^ke  and  two  by  Clark  Alexander.  The  other  one, 
owner  unknown. 

Troy,  N.  Y.,  December  28,  1899 

Prof.  O.  H.  Landreth,  Schenectady,  N.  7.: 

Dear  Sir — I  have  examined  the  questions  submitted  to  me  in 
regard  to  the  alleged  nuieance  existing  along  the  Hudson  river 
in  the  town  of  East  Greenbush,  Kensselaer  county^  N.  Y. 
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It  appears  that  the  private  sewere  of  several  property  owners 
along  the  Hudson  river  just  south  of  the  citj  of  Rensselaer  empty 
into  a  basin  formed  by  the  building  by  the  state  of  a  dyke  parallel 
to  the  river  and  some  hundred  feet  west  of  the  east  bank  thereof. 
This  basin  was  formerly  part  of  the  river  bed  and  now  opens  at 
its  southerly  end  into  the  river.  The  tide  ebbing  and  flowing 
therein  distributes  the  refuse  from  the  sewers  along  its  banks 
and  during  low  water  creates  conditions  dangerous  to  public 
health  and  amounting  in  fact  to  a  nuisance. 

The  questions  submitted  were,  first,  has  the  health  oflBcer  of 
the  town  of  East  Greenbush  authority  to  designate  the  particular 
kind  of  remedy  which  the  lot  owners  must  follow  in  abating  the 
nuisances?  Second,  does  the  land  within  the  tidal  basin  belong 
to  the  owners  of  the  property  fronting  on  the  basin?  Third,  can 
the  state  be  called  on  without  new  legislation  to  abate  the  un- 
sanitary conditions  so  far  as  they  are  due  to  the  existence  of  the 
basin? 

In  reply  I  would  say,  first,  the  local  board  of  health  has  no 
power  to  order  the  particular  method  which  must  be  followed  in 
abating  the  nuisance.  Its  power  is  derived  solely  from  the 
statute  and  it  must  act  entirely  within  its  provisions.  It  may 
declare  that  the  drainage  of  the  sewers  into  this  basin  constitutes 
or  creates  a  nuisance  and  it  may  order  its  abatement.  In  case  of 
neglect  or  refusal  of  the  property  owners  to  comply  with  the 
order  it  may  enforce  it  by  action  which  it  this  case  w^uld  be  by 
injunction.  The  particular  method,  however,  of  abatment  may 
be  chosen  by  the  property  owners. 

Second,  in  regard  to  the  ownership  of  the  land  within  the 
basin ;  it  is  the  propertj'  of  the  state  of  New  York.  The  property 
of  the  Hudson  river  is  in  the  state  and  the  building  of  the  dyke 
did  not  invest  the  state  of  its  title  to  the  land  covered  by  the 
basin,  particularly  a«  the  tide  ebbs  and  flows  therein.  The  pre- 
cise question  of  owmership  is  discussed  and  decided  in  "  The 
Pooi)le  vs.  Canal  appraisers,  33  N.  Y.  R.  461,  etc." 

Third,  the  State  Board  of  Healthy  like  the  local  board,  mnst 
act  entirely  within  the  powers  conferred  upon  it  by  statute.  In 
this  ease  the  authority  under  which  it  can  act  must  be  found  if 
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anywhere  in  section  6  of  the  Public  health  law.  That  section  con- 
fers upon  the  Board  the  powers  to  make  examinations  into 
nuisances  or  questions  affecting  the  security  of  life  and  health 
in  any  locality.  When  required  to  do  so  by  the  Governor  it  shall 
make  such  examination  and  shall  report  to  him.  The  report 
when  approved  by  the  Governor  is  filed  in  the  office  of  the 
secretary  of  state  "  and  the  Governor  may  declare  the  matters 
public  nuisances,  which  may  be  found  and  certified  in  any  such 
report  to  be  nuisanees,  and  may  order  them  changed  abated  or 
removed  as  he  may  direct."  From  this  language  taken  alone 
it  appears  that  the  Governor  might  have  power  to  direct  the 
abatement  of  a  nuisance  in  a  case  like  this  provided  there  was  a 
fund  from  whieh  the  expense  could  be  jmid  and  a  proper  officer 
to  enforce  his  order.  I  fail,  however,  to  find  any  case  reported 
where  the  Governor  has  taken  such  action,  and  the  concluding 
language  of  the  said  section  implies  that  this  power  of  the  Gover- 
nor is  only  to  be  exercised  in  cases  where  nuisances  exist  upon 
property  other  than  state  property,  and  then  the  county  officials 
may  be  directed  to  execute  the  order  of  the  Governor  at  the 
expense  of  the  municipality  where  the  nuisance  occurs  and  the 
expense  could  be  recovered  by  the  municipality  from  the 
persons  maintaining  or  assisting  in  the  maintenance  of  the 
nuisance.  This  construction  of  the  section  is  borne  out  by  the 
fact  that  the  Legislature  by  section  number  7  of  said  Public 
health  law  directs  the  method  of  abating  a  nuisance  caused  in 
any  way  from  the  waters  of  the  canals  of  the  state,  which  would 
be  entirely  unnecessary  if  action  could  be  taken  by  the  Governor 
or  the  State  Board  under  the  preceding  section.  It  seems  to 
have  been  the  intent  of  the  Legislature  not  to  empower  the  Board 
of  Health  or  the  Governor  with  authority  to  abate  nuisances 
upon  state  lands  which  might  require  the  expenditure  of  im- 
mense sums  of  money. 

In  my  opinion,  therefore,  additional  legislation  is  necessary  to 
abate  the  condition  found  to  exist  in  the  basin  of  the  Hudson 
river  above  referred  to. 

Very  truly  yours, 

CLARENCE  E.  AKIN 
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After  consideration  of  the  matter  and  of  the  opimon  of  Mr. 
Akin,  I  beg  to  make  the  following  recommendations: 

First — ^That  your  local  board  of  health  declare  the  discharge 
of  sewage  and  the  throwing  of  garbage  into  the  basin,  and  onto 
the  banks  of  the  basin  to  be  a  nuisance.  And  that  each  resident 
contributing  to  the  cause  or  maintenance  of  the  nuisance  be 
ordered  to  abate  the  same. 

Second — That  the  residents  of  the  Riverside  avenue  be  advised 
to  abate  the  sewage  nuisance  by  constructing  a  sewer  along  the 
avenue,  and  that  your  board  of  health  recommend  to  the  resi- 
dents, if  they  desire  it,  the  essential  features  of  such  a  sewer 
as  your  board  would  consider  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the 
case,  especially  as  to  location,  depth,  diameter,  grades,  house 
connections,  etc. 

Third — That  no  action  be  taken  at  present  toward  securing 
state  action  in  the  matter  of  abating  the  present  conditions,  but 
that  if,  after  the  removal  of  the  sewage  from  the  basin,  its  condi- 
tion still  remains  unsanitary  and  stagnant,  action  be  taken  to 
secure  from  the  state  such  changes  in  the  basin  by  either  filling 
up  or  the  placing  of  sluice-gates  at  opposite  ends  of  the  basin  to 
hasten  silting-up,  or  other  plan  as  shall  remove  the  undesirable 
conditions. 

I  append  hereto  the  li»t  of  residents  along  Riverside  avenue 
having  sewers  emptying  into  the  basin,  which  list  you  furnished 
me  and  which  was  submitted  to  Mr.  Akin. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  very  truly  yours, 

OLIN  H.  LANDRETH, 

Consulting  engineer 
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CITY  OP   LOCKPORT 


Eighteen  Mile  creek 


Lookport,  N.  Y.,  AprU  10,  1899 

Secretary  State  Board  of  Health,  Albany,  N.  Y.; 

Dear  Sir — Eighteen  Mile  creek,  a  small  stream  of  water,  runa 
from  the  southern  part  of  this  city  to  and  under  our  mill,  con- 
tinuing north  under  the  Erie  canal  to  Lake  Ontario.  Originally 
it  was  a  stream  of  pure  water,  but  of  late  years  the  city  of  Lock- 
port  has  been  discharging  a  large  amount  of  sewage  into  this 
stream,  polluting  the  water  to  an  extent  of  making  the  atmos- 
phere in  and  about  our  premises  here,  continually  unhealthy, 
And  much  of  the  time  almost  unbearable.  This  is  true  especially 
in  the  summer  time,  when  the  creek  is  naturally  very  low.  The 
sewage  at  such  times  is  about  as  bad  as  you  can  imagine.  The 
city  undertook  some  years  ago  to  cover  this  creek  with  masonry 
work,  and  succeeded  in  doing  so  to  a  considerable  distance;  but 
for  a  distance  of  about  500  feet  before  entering  our 
premises,  and  from  this  point  north,  the  creek  is  left  entirely 
uncovered.  We  believe  that  the  interests  of  the  health  of  the 
community  in  this  vicinity  (and'  especially  of  those  in  our  employ 
and  of  ourselves)  demand  that  this  dangerous  nuisance  be 
abated.  Several  times  during  the  past  three  years  we  have  com- 
plained of  this  nuisance  to  the  local  board  of  health,  the  mayor 
and  the  board  of  aldermen.  At  such  times  they  have  frequently 
removed  many  of  the  obstructions  in  the  bed  of  the  creek,  and 
limed  the  banks  of  the  same.  This  cleaning  process  was  very 
good  for  a  short  time  only.  To  do  more  than  this  they  claimed 
to  be  powerless.  It  seems  to  us  in  the  first  place  that  the  city 
has  no  legal  right  to  pollute  this  stream  of  water.  We  do  not 
desire  to  cause  the  city  any  unnecessary  trouble,  but  we  feel 
<jompelled,  in  the  name  of  common  decency,  to  require,  if  it  is 
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within  our  power  to  do  so,  that  this  nuisance  be  abated,  either 
by  the  city  discontinuing  to  throw  their  sewage  into  this  creek, 
or  by  their  acquiring  a  title  to  the  premises,  and  continuing  the 
covering  to  the  creek  from  the  point  where  it  is  now  covered, 
in  all  exposed  places  in  this  vicinity. 

We  are  manufactures  of  health  flour  and  breakfast  food.  Our 
product  is  of  that  nature  that  it  is  easily  tainted,  and  this  fact 
makes  it  necessary  for  us  to  use  further  care  in  this  particular 
instance. 

Will  you  please  investigate  the  matter,  and  thus,  if  you  can, 
help  us  to  overcome  the  difficulty,  and  thus  very  mu^h  oblige. 

Yours  very  truly, 
FRANKLIN  MILLS  COMPANY, 

Oh  AS.  E.  Dickinson, 

President 

Schenectady,  N.  Y,,  June  29,  1899 

Baxter  T.  Smelzer,  Secretary  State  Board  of  Healthy  Alhant/y 
N.  y.: 

Dear  Sir — I  beg  to  submit  the  following  report  of  my  examina- 
tion into  the  matter  of  a  complaint  concerning  the  pollution  of 
a  stream  in  the  city  of  Lockport,  N.  Y.,  submitted  to  the  State 
Board  of  Health  by  Charles  E.  Dickinson,  president  of  the 
Franklin  Mill  company,  dated  April  10,  1899.  Preliminary  in- 
struction to  investigate  the  matter  was  received  May  1,  final 
instructions  on  May  16,  and  the  examination  at  Lockport  was 
made  on  May  18. 

The  stream  in  question  is  the  east  branch  of  Eighteen  Mile 
creek,  which  rises  three  or  four  miles  east  of  Lockport  and  flows 
through  the  city  in  a  westerly  and  northwesterly  direction,  pasH- 
ing  under  the  Erie  canal  and  into  Eighteen  Mile  creek  within 
the  city  limits  and  soon  after  passing  the  Franklin  mill.  The 
stream  has  a  gentle  fall  until  it  reaches  Chestnut  street;  from 
this  point  to  Garden  street  the  stream  runs  down  a  deep  ravine 
and  has  a  heavy  fall  and  receives  a  large  amount  of  gravel  and 
debris  from  the  steep  sides  of  the  ravine. 
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Partly  to  protect  it  from  this  accession  of  debris  and  partly 
to  enable  the  upper  part  of  the  ravine  to  be  graded,  the  stream 
has  been  covered  by  a  stone  arch  resting  on  vertical  side  wall 
from  a  point  about  100  feet  southeast  of  Ba»t  avenue  to 
the  north  line  of  Union  street,  being  the  southern  boundary 
of  the  N.  Y.  C.  &  H.  R.  R.  R.  property.  From  this  point  to  the 
Erie  canal  the  stream  is  open,  except  that  it  flows  under  the 
Franklin  mill. 

On  reaching  Lockport,  I  called  on  Houw  Calvin  Z.  Sutliff,  presi- 
dent of  the  board  of  health,  and  also  mayor  of  the  city,  and  with 
him  arranged  for  an  inspection  of  the  stream  in  company  with 
representatives  of  the  board  of  health  and  Mr.  Dickinson. 

My  examination  show«  the  stream  to  be  in  a  very  foul  con- 
dition from  Pound  street  and  especially  from  Walnut  street  to 
the  canal.  The  bed  and  bank  of  the  stream  are  strewn  with 
garbage  and  the  water  is  reeking  with  sewage.  In  response  to 
a  request  made  to  the  city  officials  for  a  map  of  the  locality  and 
some  specified  data, '  Charles  A.  Comes,  city  engineer,  has 
furnished  me  the  accompanying  map  of  the  territory  concerned, 
and  after  making  a  count  of  the  connections  writes  as  follows: 

**  1  enclose  herewith  print  showing  territory  inside  of  city 
limits  draining  into  east  branch  of  the  Eighteen  Mile  creek,  on 
this  system  there  are  131  bath  and  closet  connection©  and  125 
drain  connections  of  which  we  have  record,  we  estimate  that 
besides  the  above  there  are  about  100  more  house  connections 
without  bath  and  closet." 

The  only  thorough  remedy  for  the  decidedly  unsanitary  and  iur 
tolerable  condition  of  the  creek  is  to  make  other  and  better  pro- 
vision for  the  disposal  of  the  garbage  and  sewage  from  this  dis- 
trict. The  next  best  remedy,  and  probably  the  one  which  the 
citizens  will  consider  most  feasible  would  be  to  convert  the 
stream  through  the  city  into  a  trunk  sewer,  building  a  new 
sewer  along  the  portion  of  the  stream  now  open,  and  rebuilding 
or  lining  such  parts  of  the  covered  portions  of  the  stream  as  may 
be  necessary  to  furnish  a  tight  and  smooth  channel.  As  the 
stream  has  a  heavy  fall  there  would  always  be  a  strong  upstream 
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circulation  of  air  whenever  the  temperature  ineide  the  sewer  is 
above  thut  of  the  outer  air,  and  in  order  to  protect  the  upper 
part  of  the  difitrict  from  the  escape  of  noxious  emanations  care 
should  be  exercised  that  no  opportunity  occur  for  accumulation  or 
detention  of  solid  matter  passing  through  the  sewer,  and  that 
sewers  entering  the  trunk  be  tapped  and  that  ventilating  man- 
holes be  placed  where  the  escape  of  air  from  them  will  be  least 
objectionable. 

I  did  not  examine  Eighteen  Mile  creek  below  the  city  and  da 
not  know  whether  the  continuation  of  this  east  branch  as  a  sewer 
is  likely  to  be  objectionable  or  injurious  to  the  territory  below 
the  city,  but  was  informed  that  it  would  not.  If  this  can  be  veri- 
fied, I  beg  to  recommend  that  the  city  authorities  be  directed  to 
make  the  improvements  described,  unless  they  are  prepared  to 
carry  out  the  better  remedy  of  removing  both  sewage  and 
garbage  from  the  creek  altogether  and  to  make  other  and  better 
provision  for  it. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  very  truly  yours, 

OLIN  H.  LANDRETH, 

Consulting  engineer 

Albany,  X.  Y.,  July  19, 1899 

Hon.  Calvin  Z.  Sutliff,  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Lockporty  Lfockport, 
N.  r.: 

Dear  Sir — I  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  a  report  made  to  this 
Board  by  Prof.  Olin  H.  Landreth  upon  his  investigation  of  a  com- 
plaint made  by  Chas.  E.  Dickinson  concerning  a  nuisance  caused 
b}'  the  unsanitary  condition  of  the  Eighteen  Mile  creek. 

The  report  of  Professor  Landreth  was  accepted  and  the  recom- 
mendations contained  therein  adopted  by  the  Board,  at  a  meeting 
held  June  30,  1899,  and  it  is  directed  that  the  city  of  Lockport 
take  steps  to  abate  the  nuisance  found  to  exist. 

Very  respectfully, 

BAXTER  T.  SMELZER, 

Secretary 
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VILLAGE  OF  STOTTVILLE 


Stottvillb,  N.  Y.,  July  20,  1899 

To  the  Secretary  of  the  State  Board  of  Health,  Albany,  N.  7.: 

Dear  Doctor — You  are  hereby  requested  to  send  us  a  sanitary 

engineer  to  advise  local  health  board  how  best  to  abate  nuisance 

in  the  village  of  Stottville  consisting  of  a  polluted  stream  passing 

through  portions  of  said  village  and  which  local  board  do  not 

feel  competent  to  remedy.    The  municipality  of  Stockport  to  bear 

all  exx)en«e. 

E.  E.  MARTIN,  M.  D., 

Health  officer 

Albany,  N.  Y.,  July  20,  1899 

OuN  H.  Landreth,  Conmlting  Engineer  State  Board  of  Health, 
Schenectady,  N.  T,: 

Dear  Sir — We  are  in  receipt  of  a  request  from  the  board  of 
health  of  the  town  of  Stockport  for  the  services  of  a  sanitary 
engineer  of  this  Board  to  investigate  as  to  certain  nuisances  at 
Stottville  in  that  town,  and  to  advise  them  as  to  the  best  means 
to  adopt  in  order  to  cause  their  abatement. 

The  health  officer,  Dr.  E.  E.  Martin,  has  been  informed  that 
you  would  be  designated  for  the  service  required,  with  the 
understanding  that  the  municipality  of  Stockport  will  assume  the 
payment  of  your  account  for  services  and  expenses. 

It  is  requested  that  you  communicate  with  Dr.  Martin  at 
Stottville,  informing  him  as  to  the  earliest  time  during  the  com- 
ing week  that  you  can  take  up  the  work,  in  order  that  he  may 
meet  you  at  the  Stockport  station. 

Very  respectfully, 

T.  A.  STUART, 

Assistant  secretary 
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Schenectady,  N.  Y.,  September  20,  1809 

Baxter  T.   Smblzbr,  Secretary  State  Board  of  Healthy  Albany^ 
N.  r.; 

Dear  Sir — Agreeable  to  inetructions  from  your  office  dated  July 
20,  to  investigate  certain  unsanitary  conditions  alleged  to 
exist  in  the  village  of  Stottville,  Columbia  county,  I  beg  to  report 
that  I  visited  the  village  for  that  purpose  on  August  11,  and 
met  Health  officer  E.  E.  Martin,  M.  D.,  and  citizen  member  of 
the  town  board  of  health,  B.  F.  Haigh.  From  these  officials  I 
learned  that  the  points  on  which  an  examination  was  desired 

were  as  follows: 

(1)  The  obstruction  of  a  small  stream  flowing  through  the  vil- 
lage, by  a  recent  change  in  height  of  a  culvert  passing  under  the 
railroad  until  lately  known  as  the  Kinderhook  and  Hudson  rail- 
road and  the  stagnant  condition  of  the  stream  resulting  there- 
from, 

(2)  The  pollution  of  this  stream  by  privies  and  by  the  discharge 
of  garbage  into  it. 

(3)  The  general  bad  condition  and  menace  to  the  safety  of  many 
of  the  wells  used  in  the  village  arising  from  the  system  of 
privies. 

On  these  three  defects  I  have  to  report  as  follows: 

(1)  The  obstruction  of  the  stream  by  the  railroad  culvert:  The 
examination  of  the  original  bed  of  the  creek  both  above  and  below 
the  culvert  location  sihows  unmistakably  that  the  bottom  of  the 
culvert  opening  is  clearly  and  considerably  above  the  natural  bed 
of  the  creek,  and  that  the  flow  of  water  was  clearly  obstructed 
thereby  and  the  stagnant  condition  of  the  stream  due  solely  there- 
to. 

(2)  Tlie  pollution  of  the  stream:  I  found  the  stream  in  ques- 
tion to  be  badly  polluted  by  a  number  of  privies  placed  over  and 
near  it,  and  also  by  the  disposal  of  garbage  and  other  refuse 
directly  into  the  stream  and  along  its  banks. 

(3)  The  danger  to  wells  from  privies:  The  village,  which  is  a 
small  manufacturing  hamlet,  has  no  public  water  supply  and  no 
system  of  sewerage,  and  the  size  and  flnancial  strength  of  the 
village  hardly  wiirrant  the  construction  of  these  improvements 
at  present,  owing  mainly  to  the  fact  that  the  residences  are  widely 
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scattered  in  clusters  and  the  lengths  of  lines  of  sewer  and  water 
pipee  would  be  considerable.  The  formation  underlying  the 
greater  portion  of  the  village  comprises  beds  of  clay  on  the  eur- 
face  underlaid  by  seams  of  water-bearing  sand  and  gravel  into 
which  the  wells  are  sunk.  These  sand  seams  and  pockets  lie  so 
near  the  eurface  of  the  ground  in  places  as  to  render  their  pollu- 
tion from  surface  agencies  almost  certain,  and  while  I  did  not 
have  made  any  analyses  of  the  well  waters,  several  of  the  wells 
examined  gave  strong  indications  of  possessing  an  impure  char- 
acter. 

As  the  best  means  of  remedying  the  defective  conditions  stated 
above,  I  beg  to  recommend  (1)  that  the  local  board  of  health  issue 
a  formal  order  on  the  railroad  company  directing  them  to' change 
the  culvert  in  question  so  as  to  cease  to  obstruct  the  flow  of  the 
stream.  (2)  That  the  local  board  of  health  order  the  removal  of 
the  privies  situated  on  the  banks  of  the  stream  and  order  a  gen- 
eral change  and  improvement  in  the  style  and  manner  of  main- 
taining the  privies  throughout  the  village,  and  adopt  and  enforce 
strict  regulations  as  to  the  maintaining  the  same  at  all  times  in 
a  sanitary  condition,  and  to  provide  for  sj^tematie  and  frequent 
inspection  of  the  same.  While  certain  option  should  be  allowed 
the  owners  the  conditions  there  present  seem  to  point  to  the  dry 
earth  closet  as  the  most  efficient  and  best  adapted  form  for  the 
place  and  a  form  to  be  recommended  if  not  required  by  the  local 
board. 

(3)  That  the  local  board  of  health  order  a  general  cleaning  of 
tte  bed  and  banks  of  the  stream  in  question,  and  adopt  and  en- 
force regulations  prohibiting  the  discharge  of  garbage  and  other 
refuse  into  the  stream,  and  provide  for  the  systematic  removal 
and  disposal  of  all  garbage  and  putrescible  refuse  from  all  the 
residences  in  the  village. 

The  proposed  remedies  appear  to  be  all  within  the  province  and 
authority  of  the  local  board  of  health  to  provide,  and  I  respect- 
fully recommend  that  the  local  board  be  so  advisetl. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  very  truly  yours, 

OLIN  H.  LANDRETH, 

Consulting  engineer 
16 
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Albany,  N.  Y.,  November  17,  1899 

E.  E.  Martin,  M.  D.,  Health  officer,  ^tottiUle,  N,  T.: 

*  Dear  Sir — In  further  reply  to  your  communication  of  the  14th 
instant,  it  is  advised  that  the  board  of  health  of  the  town  of 
Stockport  proceed  to  comply  with  the  recommendations  conr 
tained  in  the  report  made  by  Professor  Landreth,  a  copy  of  which 
is  herewith  enclosed. 

Very  respectfully', 

BAXTER  T.  SMELZER, 

8eeretari( 


GRIFFINS  CORNERS 


Margaretville,  N.  Y.,  August  8,  1899 

State  Board  of  Health,  Albany,  y,  T.: 

Grentlemen — At  a  meeting  of  the  town  board  of  health  of  the 
town  of  Middletown,  Delaware  county,  N.  Y.,  I  was  directed  to 
communicate  with  your  board  in  relation  to  having  a  member  of 
your  Ik>ard,  in  company  with  the  health  officer  of  this  board,  visit 
the  village  of  Griffins  Corners,  N.  Y.,  to  investigate  the  system 
of  sewerage,  etc.  Every  year  they  have  several  cases  of  typhoid 
fever  in  that  community  and  if  the  queetion  of  sewerage  is  not 
the  trouble,  determine  what  is.  So  kindly  let  me  know  if  yoa 
can  send  a  member  and  what  date. 

Yours  respectively, 

GEO.  E.  GLADSTONE, 
Secretary  MiddMawn  board  of  health 

Albany,  N.  Y.,  August  10,  1899 
Geo.  E.  Gladstone,  Sccirtary  Board  of  He<iHh,  Toicn  of  Mid- 
dlcUncn^  Margaretville,  Y.  Y.: 
Dear  Sir — I  am  in  receipt  of  your  communication  of  the  8th  in- 
stant, stating  that  the  board  of  health  of  the  town  of  Middletown 
desire  the  services  of  a  rei>resentative  of  this  Board,  to  investi- 
gate and  advise  in  connection  with  certain  supposed  unisanitary 
conditions  in  the  village  of  Griffins  Corners. 
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In  reply  you  are  informed  that  C.  W.  Adams,  of  Utica^ 
N.  Y.,  one  of  the  consulting  engineers  of  this  Board,  has  been 
directed  to  visit  Griffins  Comers  for  the  purpose  of  making  the 

desired  investigation. 

Very  respectfully, 

BAXTER  T.  SMELZER, 

Secretary 

Albany,  N.  Y.,  Ati^ist  10,  1899 
C.  W.  Adams,  Consultmg  Engineer,  State  Board  of  Health,  Utica, 
N.  7.: 

Dear  Sir — I  enclose  herewith  copy  of  a  communication  received 
from  the  board  of  health  of  the  town  of  Middletown,  Delaware 
county,  N.  Y.,  requesting  the  services  of  a  representative  of  this 
Board  for  the  purpose  of  investigating  and  advising  with  the 
local  health  authorities  in  connection  with  the  sewer  system  of 
the  village  of  Griffins  Corners  in  that  town. 

You  are  requested  to  make  the  desired  investigation  at  the 
exx)ense  of  this  Board. 

Dr.  L.  W.  Reed  is  the  health  officer;  his  address  is  Margaret- 

ville,  N.  Y. 

Very  respectfully, 

BAXTER  T.  SMELZER, 

Secretary 

Utica,  N.  Y.,  August  28,  1899 

The  Honorable  State  Board  of  Health: 

On  the  10th  day  of  August  your  Secretary,  Hon.  B.  T. 
Smelzer,  sent  me  the  following  appeal  of  the  local  board  of  health 
of  the  town  of  Middletown,  Delaware  county,  to  the  State  Board 
of  Health  for  its  advice  and  assistance : 

"  Margaretville,  N.  Y.,  August  8,  1899 
** State  Board  of  Health,  Albany,  N.  7.: 

"  Gentlemen — ^At  a  meeting  of  the  town  board  of  health  of  the 
town  of  Middletown,  Delaware  county,  N.  Y.,  I  was  directed  ta 
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communicate  with  jaur  Board  in  relation  to  having  a  member  of 
your  Board,  in  company  with  the  health  officer  of  this  board, 
visit  the  village  of  Griffins  Comers,  N.  Y.,  to  investigate  the 
system  of  sewerage,  etc.  Every  year  they  have  several  cases  of 
typhoid  fever  in  that  community,  and  if  the  que&tion  of  sewerage 
is  not  the  trouble  determine  what  it  is;  so  kindly  let  me  hear  if 
vou  can  send  a  member  and  what  date. 

**  Yours  respectfully, 

"  CrDo.  E.  Gladstone, 

*' Secretary  Middletoicn  hoard  of  hi^alth  " 

The  secretary  requested  me  to  make  the  necessary  examina- 
tions, and  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  thereon  this-  report: 

Arrangements  were  made  and  on  the  16th  day  of  August  the 
president  of  the  local  board  of  health  of  Middletown,  Lewis 
Tway,  Dewitt  Griffin  and  others  of  the  board,  and  the  health 
officer,  Dr.  Reed,  met  me  at  Griffins  Corners. 

From  our  conversation  and  later  investigation  I  found  these 
facts:  Griffins  Corners  and  Fleischmans are  two  hamlets  situated 
in  the  easterly  part  of  Delaware  county,  town  of  Middletown,  on 
the  Ulster  and  Delaware  railroad,  quite  near  the  summit  grade 
of  that  i^ilroad  and  upon  the  upper  westerly  slopes  of  the  Cats- 
kill  mountains,  at  an  elevation  of  about  1600  to  1700  feet  above 

tide. 

The  villages  are  practically  one  and  are  not  incori>orated,  hence 
the  laws  are  administered  by  the  local  board  of  health  of  the 
town.  The  perennial  population  of  the  two  villages  is  about  250, 
while  for  two  or  thi^e  month®  each  summer  its  numbers  are 
swelled  to  perhaps  3000  people,  who  live  in  their  own  villas  and 
cottages,  or  board  at  the  hotel  and  at  the  homes  of  the  native 
residents.  The  aceompanAing  sketch  map  shows  that  the  dwell- 
ings, stores  and  hotels  are  located  on  both  sides  of  the  Bushkill, 
a  branch  of  the  Delaware  river,  and  s-tretch  along  its  banks 
easterly  and  we^^terly  about  one  mile.  Tlie  valley  of  the  river 
presents  the  usual  phases  of  the  Catskill  mountain  valleys- 
narrow  flat  lands  bordering  the  streams;  the  mountain  slopes 
beginning  to  ascend  but  a  short  distance  away  from  the  stream 
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at  any  point;  the  grade  of  the  stream  and  valley  Ls  quite  steep. 
Bluestone  rock  prevails  on  the  slopes,  and  their  broken  and  dis- 
integrated pieces  make  up  the  creek  bed  and  the  subsoil  of  the 
bottome.  The  Bushkill  is  at  this  season  only  a  brook,  its  flow 
gathered  in  very  short  "  still  waters,"  thence  zigzagging  from 
fride  to  side  of  the  ci^eek  bed.  In  the  spring  and  occasionally  in 
midsummer  the  stream  flows  with  torrent  speed  and  force 
between  full  banks,  and  the  people  dei>end  upon  these  floods  to 
wash  out  the  creek  bed  and  carry  away  the  summer's  accumula- 
tion of  sewage,  which  directly  or  indirectly  all  reaches  the  creek; 
much  of  it  wafi  raw  sewage  from  the  hotels  and  houses,  and  from 
privy  deposit®.  Fleischmans  is  a  newer  settlement  than  Grifiins^ 
Corners,  and  many  of  its  dwellings  are  provided  with  the  ordi- 
nary cesspool,  while  in  Oriffine  Comers  only  two  or  three  cess- 
pools have  been  built  and  they  are  of  recent  construction,  made 
by  simply  digging  a  hole  in  the  ground  and  walling  up  the  sides 
with  dr^'  loose  stones. 

From  the  observed  character  of  the  material  composing  the 
flat  lands  and  the  lower  parts  of  the  slopes,  it  is  plain  the  water 
percolates  freely  through  the  subsoil.  This  is  confirmed  by  state- 
ments made  that  on  excavating  for  the  cesspools  almost  any- 
where, or  for  other  purposes,  ground  water  isi  encountered  at  the 
height  of  the  water  in  the  creek  nearby. 

The  water  supply  for  the  villages  is  furnished  by  a  private 
company.  Its  source  is  wholly  from  mountain  springs,  gathei  ed 
into  a  covered  reservoir  of  200,000  gallons  capacity,  located  a 
half  mile  southeasterly  from  the  village  and  200  to  300  feet  higher 
elevation  and  on  the  mountain  side.  The  water  is  distributed  by 
gravity  through  six-inch  and  four-inch  cast  iron  water  pipe,  laid 
in  the  two  or  three  streets  of  the  villages  and  accessible  to  all 
dwellings,  public  and  private,  except  for  a  distance  of  say  loOO 
feet  in  the  lower  part  of  Main  street,  where  the  mountain  slope 
approaches  so  closely  to  the  creek  that  but  little  available  room 
is  found  for  dwellings,  and  the  few  houses  located  along  this 
stretch  of  street  are  supplied  by  their  own  private  springs. 
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The  statement  was  made  by  the  members  of  the  health  board 
that  only  a  few  wells  for  dlrinking  waiter  were  in  use,  I  did  not 
confirm  it  by  actual  count,  but  the  information  given  me  by 
A.  H.  Todd,  the  village  plumber  and  steamifitter,  as  to  the  con- 
aumption  of  public  water,  would  indicate  that  one-third  of  the 
dwellings  in  the  two  villages  must  be  supplied  by  water  by  some 
source  other  than  the  public  supply.  In  view  of  the  fact  that 
Fleischmans  is  the  newer  settlememt  and  most  of  its  dwellings 
are  modern,  it  is  probable  that  the  well  water  consumption  is 
largely  in  Grriffins  Ck)rners. 

Mr.  Todd's  statistics  of  the  public  water  consumption  shows 
that  there  are  65  taps  in  the  water  mains,  84  families  supplied, 
5  boarding-houses  supplied,  3  hotels  supplied,  4  stores  supplied, 
and  7  other  buildings  supplied. 

He  puts  the  consumption  of  public  water  at  about  45,000 
gallons  in  24  hours,  and  in  addition  allows  li5,000  gallons  for 
street  sprinkling. 

What  troubles  the  town  board  of  health  is  the  fact  that  in 
recent  years  each  autumn  several  cases  of  typhoid  fever  develop. 
Dr.  Ward  Keator,  living  in  GriflQns  CJomers,  states  there  have 
ibeen  41  cases  of  typhoid  fever  in  the  last  five  years  and  we 
located  all  of  them,  as  shown  on  the  map,  within  a  limit  of  1200 
feet  distance,  measuring  along  the  main  street,  beginning  with  a 
ease  in  a  dwelling  near  Kelley's  saw  mill  on  the  east  (marked^  B) 
and  the  extreme  westerly  case  (marked  A  on  the  map). 

This  is  the  thickly  settled  part  of  the  village,  and  the  river 
bed  is  close  to  the  highway.  A  number  of  the  privies  overhang 
the  river  banks,  the  deposits  lying  on  the  dry  bed  of  the  stream. 
Some  of  the  buildings  have  so  little  room  that  the  kitchen  waste- 
pipes  dischai'ge  from  the  overhanging  dwellings  directly  onto 
the  bed  of  the  stream;  some  other  buildings  have  their  sewer 
pipes  carrying  sewage  from  household'  and  stores  discharging 
onto  the  shale  and  gravel  of  the  stream's  bed.  These  are 
nuisances  in  plain  sight. 

But  the  one  particularly  offensive  nuisance  is  found  at  or 
begins  at  the  point  of  discharge  of  the  outlet  sewer  from  the 
Hotel  Switzerland.    This  is  a  large  summer  hotel  in  the  upper 
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part  of  the  village,  close  to  the  stream,  where  its  banks  are  high 
and  steep  and  heavily  shaded.  The  deposits  of  raw  sewage  from 
this  hotel,  with  the  soil  pipe  discharge  from  200  people,  cover 
half  the  creek  bed  near  the  point  of  discharge  and  extend  a  con- 
siderable distance  down  stream.  The  elevation  of  this  point  of 
the  stream  is  certainly  higher  than  the  water  in  any  well  used 
for  drinking  by  the  families  occupying  the  houses  where  the 
typhoid  cases  developed.  The  subsoil  is  known  to  be  porous;  the 
site  of  this  raw  sewage  discharge  is  so  close  to  these  dwellings 
and  the  wells  that  may  be  used,  that  organic  matter  in  the  sewage 
<;ould  readily  be  carried  by  the  percolating  water  from  the 
stream  into  the  wells  before  it  could  be  reduced  by  bacteria. 

It  is  apparent,  too,  that  any  disease  germs  that  may  be  in  the 
sewage  from  the  hotel,  or  from  that  discharged  by  pii)es  from 
the  dwellings;  or  in  the  fecal  matter  deposited  from  the  over- 
hanging privies,  nearly  all  of  it  lying  exposed  on  the  shale  and 
gravel  forming  the  bed  of  the  stream,  could  readily  be  carried 
by  the  house  flies  into  the  nearby  dwellings  and  onto  the  food. 

I  do  not  know  that  the  public  water  supply  has  been  frequently 
analyzed  if  at  all,  but  it  is  asserted  by  all  with  whom  I  talked 
,to  be  pure  and  wholesome,  and  my  examination  of  the  locality 
where  the  water  is  collected  from  the  springs  and  impounded, 
failed  to  reveal  any  signs  of  contamination. 

The  situation  demands  a  change.  The  first  remedy  suggested 
by  the  natural  topographic  conditions  is  to  build  sewers  in  the 
two  principal  streets,  and  lead  them  in  one  outlet  pipe  laid  in 
the  highway  which  is  the  continuation  of  the  main  street  down 
the  valley  far  enough  for  its  discharge  to  be  at  a  distance  from 
any  dwellings  liable  to  be  built  with  the  growth  of  the  villages. 

The  longer  the  outlet  sewer,  in  reason,  the  better  for  the 
treatment  of  the  sewage  it  discharges  by  the  method  growing 
in  vogue,  which  is: 

THE  SEPTIC  TANK  TREATMENT 

The  tank  could  be  so  located  as  to  discharge  the  effluent 
sewage  either  directly  into  the  stream,  or  onto  small  filter  beds 
for  further  purification  if  desired. 
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The  septic  tank  would  need  to  be  properly  designed,  giving 
it  dimensions  conforming  to  the  supply  of  sewage.  It  would 
require  no  attendants;  no  power  plant;  only  once  in  a  season 
the  accumulated  sludge  would  need  removing  by  a  pump.  And 
for  this  amount  of  sewage  a  contractor's  pump  like  the  Baldwis- 
ville  pump  would  be  ample. 

The  cost  of  such  disposal  works  is  small  per  million  gallons 
of  sewage  treated,  and  its  operation  and  maintenance  almost 
nothing. 

This  septic  tank  method  of  sewage  disposal  is  really  that  of 
an  enlarged  and  improved  cesspool,  made  water  tight  and  ex- 
cluding as  much  air  and  light  as  possible. 

The  raw  sewage  is  broken  down  or  reduced  by  the  sedimenta- 
tion of  the  inorganic  matter,  and  the  organic  matter  is  attacked 
by  the  anaerobic  bacteria.  If  the  sewage  is  received  into  the 
tank  in  a  proper  manner,  retained  long  enough  for  the  bacteria 
to  work  on  it — but  not  too  long — and  the  effluent  i«  discharged 
by  the  proper  means,  it  is  no  longer  an  offensive  addition  to  the 
flow  of  even  a  small  stream.  But  further  purification  is  had 
by  filtration  of  the  effluent  either  by  its  discharge  upon  an  area 
of  natural  filtering  soil,  or  prepared  beds. 

The  preceding  plan  of  removing  the  sewage  from  the  villages 
and  its  disposal  is  simple,  inexpensive  and  effective. 

Its  application  to  the  villages  of  Griffins  Corners  and  Fleisch- 
mans  would  be  well  advised,  if  the  villages  were  incorporated. 

The  Public  health  law  is>  definite  in  its  provisions  for  enforc- 
ing a  sewage  system  upon  an  incorporated  village.  The  local 
board  of  health  could  compel  its  construction,  even  in  the 
absence  of  a  sewer  commission.  (See  article  2,  section  21,  Public 
health  law.) 

But  these  villages  are  not  incorporated.  Their  people  are 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  town  board  of  health  in  all  public 
health  matters.  (See  section  21,  defining  the  duties  of  the  local 
board.)  It  says:  "  Every  such  local  board  shall  make  and  pub- 
lish from  time  to  time  all  such  orders  and  regulations  as  they 
may  deem  necessary  and  proper  for  the  preservation  of  life  and 
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health,  and  the  execution  and  enforcement  of  the  public  health 
in  the  municipality.  It  shall  make  without  publication  thereof, 
such  orders  and  regulations  for  the  suppression  of  nuisances, 
and  concerning  all  other  matters  in  its  judgment  detrimental  to 
the  public  health  in  special  or  individual  cases,  not  of  general 
application. 

**  *  ♦  ♦  It  may  employ  such  persons  as  shall  be  necessary 
to  enable  it  to  carry  into  efifect  its  orders  and  regulations  and 
fix  their  compensation."  Under  the  general  powers,  the  local 
board  could  publish  an  order  reciting  that  it  deems  it  necessary 
for  the  preservation  of  life  and  health  of  the  municipality,  that 
al!  sewage  matters  and  household  waste  containing  organic 
matter  produced  within  certain  defined  area  of  the  town  shall, 
after  a  certain  further  date,  be  disposed  of  only  through  prop- 
erly constructed  sewers,  and  the  sewage  thus  gathered  shall  be 
discharged  only  after  definite  treatment  for  its  purification. 

Such  an  order  could  be  carried  out  by  the  people  affected  ofdy 
by  concoi^d  action.  It  is  improbable  that  such  concerted  action 
would  ensue  and  the  board  would  be  under  the  necessity  of 
executing  its  own  order. 

The  cost  of  doing  so  w^ould  be  the  cost  of  providing  the  sewer 
system  defined  and  the  house  drains  and  connections.  Its  col- 
lection is  provided  for  by  section  30  of  article  2  of  the  Public 
health  law  and  it  would  be  a  town  charge. 

The  property  owners  not  within  the  area  of  the  town  sewered 
would  vigorously  protest  against  incurring  such  an  expenjse,  and 
the  board  would  probably  heed  the  protest. 

If  the  whole  matter  be  treated  in  the  light  of  "  nuisances 
maintained,"  and  the  board  undertook  to  proceed  under  the 
sections  of  the  law  providing  for  the  removal  of  nuisances,  then 
it  is  at  once  apparent  how  utterly  impractical  it  would  be  to 
define  a  regulation  or  order  looking  to  the  removal  of  individual 
nuisances  by  the  medium  of  the  proposed  sewers  and  septic 
tank.  For  instance  it  would  be  manifestly  impractical  and  un- 
fair for  the  board  to  say  to  the  owners  of  the  Hotel  Switzerland, 
or  to  Mr.  Lasher  of  the  village  tavern:    "You  are  maintaining 
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a  nuisance  in  your  present  method  of  disposing  of  the  sewage 
matter  you  make  and  must  remove  it  by  building  a  sewer  from 
your  premises  down  through  the  main  street  a  mile  and  a  half- 
You  must  also  purify  your  sewage  by  means  of  a  septic  tank 
before  discharging  it  into  the  Bushkill."  It  is  plainly  impracti- 
cal as  the  thing  involves  the  same  concerted  action  of  all  the 
property  owners. 

But  something  must  be  done  and  the  local  board  wants  the 
recommendation  of  the  State  Board  as  to  what  it  shall  be,  that 
the  thing  done  may  be  accepted  by  the  people  as  the  best  under 
the  circumstances.  In  view  of  all  of  the  conditions,  I  conclude 
that  this  action  should  be  taken  and  it  is  recommended: 

First — That  the  local  board  of  health  shall  declare  it  a  nuis- 
ance detrimental  to  the  public  health,  the  continued  discharge 
of  raw  sewage  or  other  organic  wastes,  into  the  stream  or  onto 
the  dry  bed  of  the  Bushkill  or  its  branches,  within  the  town  of 
Middletown,  Delaware  county,  N.  Y. 

Second — The  local  board  shall  by  proper  resolution  direct  that 
prior  to  the  1st  day  of  July,  1900,  each  hotel,  store,  shop,  and 
dwelling  in  GriflSns  Corners  and  Fleischmans  shall  be  provided 
with  a  cesspool  for  the  reception  of  its  sewage  matter  or  other 
organic  wastes,  including  fecal  matter  from  water-closets.  Each 
cesspool  to  be  so  constructed  as  to  be  water  tight,  covered  so 
as  to  exclude  the  light  and  open  air,  and  to  be  of  the  proper 
dimensions  and  form  as  to  its  inlet  and  outlet  pipes.  The 
effluent  from  the  cesspool  to  be  discharged  where  practicable, 
onto  the  land  through  shallow  tile  and  stone  drains,  or  into  a 
pit  with  loose  stone  dry  walls  permitting  its  seepage  or  filtra- 
tion through  the  subsoil  before  reaching  the  stream. 

Third — The  local  board  shall  cause  a  copy  of  the  resolution  or 
order  to  be  served  as  provided  by  law  upon  the  owners  of  every 
such  hotel,  store,  shop  and  dwelling. 

Fourth — The  local  board  shall  order  by  proper  resolution,  that 
in  the  interest  of  the  public  health,  each  and  every  well,  the 
water  in  which  i«  used  for  drinking  or  domestic  purposes,  shall 
be  filled  up  and  destroyed,  where  it  is  located  so  as  to  be  pos- 
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f  sibly  contaminated  by  sewage  or  seepage  from  privies.  The 
boc.rd  to  cause  the  proper  notice  to  be  served  on  the  owners 
of  the  premises  containing  such  wells. 

It  would  be  effective  in  securing  action  if  the  State  Board 
should  take  the  step  provided  by  the  last  sentence  of  section 
25,  article  2,  of  the  Public  health  law,  which  in  brief  authorizes 
the  State  Board  to  direct  the  local  board  to  take  certain  definite 
proceedings. 

It  is  believed  that  if  these  recommendations  be  carried  out  in 
an  intelligent  manner,  the  Bushkill  would  be  restored  as  a  pure 
mountain  stream;  increased  consumption  of  the  wholesome 
public  water  supply  instead  of  polluted  water  from  the  wells; 
a  general  use  of  the  modern  water-closet,  and  a  disappearance  of 
the  annually  recurring  cases  of  typhoid  fever. 

There  can  be  no  question  about  it  but  that  the  construction 
of  a  public  sewer  system  as  outlined  herein  would  be  better 
and  cost  less  than  the  general  use  of  the  cesspools  proposed^ 
If  the  municipal  conditions  permitted,  such  a  sewer  system 
should  be  the  only  remedy  to  suggest  or  advise. 

Very  respectfully  submitted, 

CAMPBELL  W.  ADAMS, 

Consultmg  mgincer 


TOWN  OF  SCHODACK 


IN  THE  MATTER  OF  LEWIS  M.  SELKIRK  AND  OTHERS 
VERSUS  NEW  YORK  CENTRAL  AND  HUDSON  RIVER 
RAILROAD  COMPANY,  NUISANCE  IN  TOWN  OF  SCHO- 
DACK, BEFORE  THE  NEW  YORK  STATE  BOARD  OF 
HEALTH. 

To  the  Honorable  Gentlemen  of  the  State  Board  of  Health: 

This  case  referred  to  relates  to  a  nuisance  maintained  by  the 
eaid  railroad  company  in  the  town  of  Schodack,  in  the  form  of  a 
fihallow  pond  of  water  opposite  the  residence  of  Lewis  M.  Sel- 
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kirk  and  between  the  same  and  the  roadbed  of  said  comipany. 

The  matter  of  this  nuisance  was  regularly  brought  to  the  at- 
tention of  the  Governor  in  1897  by  petition  of  I^^iis  M.  Selkirk 
and  others,  including  five  phyeicians,  and  by  the  Governor  was 
referred  to  the  State  Board  of  Health,  which  Board  acted  thereon 
by  committee,  including  State  engineer  Adams,  to  investigate. 
Personal  investigation  was  made^  and  the  state  engineer  reported 
the  pond  to  be  a  nuisance  which  should  be  abated.  The  Board 
of  Health  then  duly  notified  said  railroad  company  of  the  fact 
and  directed  that  the  pond  should  at  once  be  filled. 

The  railroad  company  began  at  once  to  fill  the  same  (in  1897) 
and  continued  the  work  of  the  same  at  intervals  until  near  one- 
half  of  area  was  raised  to  aboxe  level  of  high  water.  In  1898 
the  railroad  company  filled  .in  some  three  or  four  small  train 
loads  of  material  and  then  ceased.  In  this  year,  1899,  only  one 
short  train  of  carloads  has  been  brought  into  this  pond. 

This  pond  is  now  in  as  bad  condition  as  at  first,  because,  al- 
though its  area  has  been  reduced,  it  i«  in  many  portions  more 
shallow,  and  the  deleterious  gases  are  rising  from  the  «nne,  as 
at  first,  and  has  been  and  is  still  affecting  members  of  the  family 
of  Lewis  M.  Selkirk  the  same  as  in  former  years,  and  by  contrib- 
uting to  produce  sickness  of  its  members,  one  of  whom  is  now 
atfected,  to  her  discomfort  and  injury,  and  to  the  discomfort 
and  hardship  of  the  family,  and  to  the  expense  of  Lewis  M.  Sel- 
kirk. 

This  is  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  Board  of  Health  the  fact 
of  neglect  and  delay  of  the  said  railroad  company  in  complying 
with  the  i^equ linemen ts  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  in  removing 
this  nuisiince  still  complained  of,  and  it  is  resf^ectfully  requested 
that  this  Board  of  Health  promptly  act  in  this  matter  so  this 
nuisance  may  be  abated  before  the  hot  weather  of  July  and 
August  comes  on.  It  is  believed  that  this  may  be  done  by  said 
company  in  one  week. 

Very  respectfully, 

LEWIS  SELKIRK 

per  Alex.  Selkirk 
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Albany,  N.  Y.,  Septetnbei'  29,  1898 

S.  R.  Callaway,  President  New  York  Central  and  Hudson  Hirer 
Railroad  Company,  New  York: 

Dear  Sir — Under  date  of  January  li,  1897,  thie  department 
adressed  a  communication  to  Hon.  C.  M.  Depew,  calling  his  at- 
tention to  a  complaint  made  to  the  Governor  by  residents  of  the 
town  of  Schodaek,  N.  Y.,  concerning  a  nuisance  caused  by  a  pond 
of  stagnant  water. 

Mr.  Depew  was  at  that  time  furuiished  with  a  copy  of  the  com- 
plaint, also  of  the  report  made  by  John  Bogart  upon  his  in- 
vestigation of  the  same,  in  which  he  finds  that  the  unsanitary 
conditions  complained  of  are  caused  by  the  construction  of  the 
railroad  embankment,  and  recommends  that  certain  low  lands- 
be  filled  up  by  the  railroad  company. 

While  no  acknowledgment  was  received  from  Mr.  Dei)ew,  it 
was  understood  at  the  time,  from  residents  of  the  locality  com- 
plained of,  that  your  company  had  commenced  to  do  certain  work 
looking  to  an  abatement  of  the  nuisance. 

We  are  now  informed  by  certain  of  the  complainants  that  the 
work  has  been  suspended  for  some  time,  with  the  result  that  the 
nuisiance  still  exists,  to  the  detriment  of  the  health  of  residents 
of  the  locality. 

It  is  therefore  requested  that  you  cause  the  low  lands  in  qm^- 

tion  to  be  filled  up  as  recommended  by  Mr.  Bogart,  and  approved 

by  this  Board,  in  order  that  the  nuisance  complained  of  may  be 

abated. 

Very  respectfully, 

BAXTER  T.  SMELZER, 

Seo'etary 

New  York,  October  4, 1808 

Baxter  T.   Smelzejr,  M.  D.,  Secretary  State  Board  of  Healthy 
Albany y  N,  Y,: 

Dear  Sir — Referring  to  your  letter  of  September  29,  addres^^ed 
to  Mr.  Callaway,  I  beg  to  state  that  directions  have  been  issued 
for  the  filling  up  of  the  southerly  and  northerly  pools  at  Scho- 
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-dack  Landing  s'tation,  so  as  to  abate  the  nuisance  complained  of. 
In  regai^d  to  the  filling  up  of  the  middle  pool,  however,  we  find 
that  there  is  a  fi*ee  circulation  through  the  culvert  between  the 
basin  and  the  river,  and  the  conditions  complained  of  would  exist 
regardless  of  the  railroad,  due  to  washings  from  barnyards  and 
-decaying  vegetable  matter. 

Trusting  this  will  be  satifactorj,  I  remaiui, 

Yours  very  truly, 

W.  J.  WILGUS, 
En^neer  of  maintenance  of  way 

Albany,  N.  Y.,  June  27, 1899 
O.  W.  Adams,  Vtica,  N,  Y,: 

Dear  Sir — I  enclose  herewith  for  investigation  by  you  copy  of 
a  complaint  made  by  Ix^wis  M.  Selkirk,  that  the  nuisance  in  the 
town  of  Schodack,  complained  of  by  i)etition  to  the  Governor 
in  180G,  and  investigated  by  this  Board,  has  not  yet  been  abated 
by  the  railroad  company. 

You  will  no  doubt  remember  that  Mr.  Bogart  was  designated 
by  you  in  1806  to  make  an  investigation  of  this  complaint,  him 
report  upon  which  is  pi-inted  in  the  17th  annual  report  of  the 
Board. 

It  is  requested  that  you  notify  L.  M.  Selkirk  as  to  when 
you  wiU  make  your  investigation,  as  he  desires  to  accompany  you. 
His  address  is  post  office  box  275,  CaMleton,  N.  Y. 

Upon  the  completion  of  your  investigation  please  forward  your 
report  upon  same  to  this  office. 

Very  respectfully, 

BAXTER  T.  SMELZER, 

Secretary 

Utica,  N.  Y.,  July  7,  1899 

Baxter  T.  Smelzer,  Secretary  State  Board  of  Health: 

My  Dear  Sir — Pui-euant  to  the  request  contained  in  your  letter 
of  June  27  last,  I  have  examined  into  the  complaint  of  Lewis  M. 
Selkirk  and  others,  Schodack,  Rensselaer  county,  vs.  N.  Y.  C.  & 
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H.  R.  R.  R.  Co.,  which  complaint  recites  the  prenous  action  of  the 
State  Board  of  Health  in  this  matter,  and  the  lack  of  full  com- 
pliance with  the  Board's  orders  and  directioois  by  the  railroad 
<;ompany. 

Previous  transactions  in  connection  with  this  case  may  be  found 
in  the  17th  annual  report  of  the  State  Board  of  Health,  page  101 
-and  following. 

It  appears  that  Ij,  M.  Selkirk  and  thirty  others  in  the  town  of 
Schodack  and  village  of  Castleton  i>etitioned  the  Governor  in 
August,  1896,  from  relief  from  the  effects  of  an  alleged  nuisance 
-created  by  the  N.  Y.  C.  &  H.  R.  R.  R.  Co.,  and  located  imme- 
diately in  front  of  the  premises  of  L.  M.  Selkirk. 

The  Grovernor  referred  the  petition  to  the  State  Board  of  Health 
August  14,  1896. 

The  report  of  the  Board  by  John  Bogart,  consulting  engineer, 
^as  received  December  28,  1896. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  December  31,  1806,  the  Secretary 
^as  directed  to  comunicate  with  Hon.  O.  M.  Dex)ew,  president 
of  the  railroad  company,  and  on  January  14,  1897,  the  secretary 
did  so,  enclosing  a  copy  of  the  complaint  and  a  copy  of  Mr. 
Bogart's  report. 

On  July  5,  I  made  a  personal  examination  of  the  prem- 
ises. I  find  that  the  last  complaint  of  Mr.  Selkirk  recites  the 
situation  about  as  it  exists.  Refer  to  the  enclosed  sketch,  which 
shows  with  reasonable  accuracy  the  relative  positions  of  the  rail- 
road tracks,  Mr.  Selkirk's  house,  the  filling  put  in  by  the  railroad 
and  what  remained  to  be  filled,  in  order  to  fully  abate  the  nui- 
sance complained  of  by  the  petitioners. 

The  sketch  shows  that  the  embankment  carrying  the  tracks  of 
the  railroad  coming  from  the  north,  crosses  the  flat  lands.  The 
embankment  is  bridged  where  it  is  cut  by  a  considerable  brook 
flowing  from  the  east  and  discharging  into  the  Hudson  river  at 
a  point  about  600  feet  northerly  of  Mr.  Selkirk's  house.  The  rail- 
road embankment  continues  about  200  feet  further  south,  where 
it  meets  the  slope  of  the  high  ground.  From  this  latter  point 
north  to  the  bridge,  and  between  the  railroad  and  the  high  ground 
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on  the  east,  is  an  area  of  low  ground,  generally  lower  than  low 
wa;t^r  in  the  river,  and  hence  generally  covered  with  water.  The 
influence  of  the  tides  ebbing  and  flowing  under  the  railroad 
bridge  keeps  the  water  in  the  northerly  portion  of  this  area  fairly 
fresh,  but  it  is  so  choked  with  weeds  and  marsh  grass  that  the 
effect  is  lost  before  reaching  the  southerly  half  of  it,  and  in  the 
hot  and  dry  months,  this  portion  stagnates  and  it®  surface  be- 
comes covered  with  a  greendsh  yellow  matter  common  to  stagnant 
water.  Such  is  the  condition  now  of  a  part  of  this  area.  An- 
other part  of  it  has  been  filled  in  with  cinders  by  the  railroad 
company  to  a  podnt  above  high  water.  This  part  is  a  drj-  surface. 
The  raili"oad  has  dumped  some  more  cinders  along  its  embank- 
ment apparently  for  further  filling.  But  there  are  not  enough  of 
them  to  complete  the  filling  it  has  undertaken  to  do  in  compliance 
with  the  resolution  of  the  State  Board  of  Health. 

It  will  require  possibly  100  car  loads  more  of  cinders  or  ma- 
terial to  satisfactorily  fill  the  area  along  that  part  of  it  where  the 
water  stagnates. 

In  view  of  all  the  facts,  it  should  be  only  necessary  for  the 
Board  by  suitable  resolutions  to  call  the  railroad  company's 
attention  to  this  matter,  to  secure  the  abatement  of  the  nuisance 
and  satisfy  the  complainants. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

C.  W.  ADAMS^ 

Consulting  emjineer 

Alb  ANT,  N.  Y.,  Octoher  5,  1891  > 

S.  R.  Callaway,  President  Xew  York  Central  and  Hudson  River 
Railroad  Company y  Xew  York: 

Dear  Sir— On  September  29, 1898,  your  attention  was  called  to 
a  nuisance  in  the  town  of  Schodack  to  which  W.  J.  Wilgus  on 
October  4,  1898,  replied  as  follows: 

"  Referring  to  your  letter  of  September  29  addressed  to  Mr. 
Callaway,  I  beg  to  state  that  directions  have  been  issued  for 
the  filling  up  of  the  southerly  and  northerly  pools  at  Schodack 
Landing  station,  so  as  to  abate  the  nuisance  complained  of. 
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"  lu  regard  to  the  filling  up  of  the  middle  pool,  however,  we 
find  that  there  is  a  free  circulation  through  the  culvert  between 
the  basin  and  the  river,  and  the  conditions  complained  of  would 
exist  regardless  of  the  railroad,  due  to  the  washings  from  barn- 
yards and  decaying  vegetable  matter." 

On  June  27,  1899,  L.  M.  Selkirk,  the  original  complainant, 
informed  this  Board  that  the  nuisance  still  existed,  the  filling 
in  as  promised  by  Mr.  Wilgus  not  having  been  completed. 

One  of  the  consulting  engineers  of  this  Board,  C.  W.  Adams, 
was  directed  to  investigate  the  last  complaint  of  Mr.  Selkirk, 
and  a  copy  of  hia  report  is  herewith  enclosed  with  the  informa- 
tion that  at  a  meeting  of  this  Board,  held  September  22,  1899, 
the  report  was  accepted  and  the  following  motion  adopted: 

"Dr.  Smith:  I  move  you  that  the  secretary  be  directed  to 
communicate  with  the  authorities  of  New  York  Central  and 
Hudson  river  railroad  company,  directing  them  to  abate  this 
nuisance  promptly." 

As  the  original  complaint  in  this  case  was  brought  to  the 

attention  of  your  company  in  August  1896,  it  is  requested  that 

instructions  be  given  by  you  looking  to  the  prompt  abatement 

of  the  nuisance. 

Very  respectfully, 

BAXTER  T.  SMELZER, 

Secretary 

New  York,  October  17,  1899 

Baxter  T.  Smelzbr,  M.  D.,  Secretary  State  Board  of  Health, 
Albany y  N.  Y.: 

Dear  Sir — Referring  to  your  communication  of  October  5  to 
President  Callaway  in  relation  to  alleged  nuisance  in  the  town 
of  Schodack,  I  beg  to  call  your  attention  to  the  attached  report 
from  the  division  engineer  who  has  charge  of  this  portion  of 
the  line,  stating  that  my  instructions  of  last  year  were  carried 
out,  and  that  the  impression  was  that  everything  was  satis- 
factory. I  therefore  beg  to  differ  from  Mr.  Selkirk's  statement 
that  my  promise  had  not  been  kept.    However,  as  this  is  a 

17 
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comparatively  small  matter,  I  have  instructed  the  division  en- 
gineer to  fill  in  the  portion  of  the  bay  complained  of,  and  to 
obtain  from  Mr.  Selkirk  a  written  statement  of  his  satisfaction 

with  the  work. 

Yours  respectfully, 

W.  J.  WILGUS, 

Chief  engineer 

New  York,  October  16, 1899 
W.  J.  WiLOus,  Chief  Engineer: 

Dear  Sir — Returning  attached  papers  relative  to  filling  pools 
at  Schodack  Landing  on  the  Hudson  division.  Supervisor  Coon 
advises  me  that  this  filling  was  done  as  you  directed  last  year, 
and  he  was  under  the  impression  everything  was  satisfactory. 

Mr.  Coon  also  says  that  the  bay  referred  to  in  report  of  Civil 
engineer  Adams  has  ample  waterway  connection  with  river 
under  foot  bridge,  but  in  order  to  make  the  matter  satisfactory, 
he  has  filled  this  bay. 

If  you  think  best,  he  can  get  statement  from  Mr.  Selkirk 

stating  he  is  satisfied,  which  will  release  us  from  any  further 

annoyance. 

Yours  respectfully, 

J.  0.  NELSON 


DIPHTHERIA  AT  WILLARD  STATE  HOSPITAL 


WiLLABD,  June  17,  1899 

B.  T.  Smklzbr,  M.  D.,  Secretary  State  Board  of  Healthy  Albany^ 
N.  7.: 
Dear  Doctor — ^We  are  again  troubled  with  an  epidemic  of 
diphtheria  at  this  hospital,  somewhat  similar  to  the  one  that  we 
had  two  years  ago.  At  that  time  you  detailed  Dr.  Curtis  to 
work  with  us  in  studying  into  the  causation  of  the  epidemic,  and 
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he  made  a  most  satisfactory  report  on  what  data  we  could 
gather. 

It  would  seem  in  this  epidemic  as  if  it  was  less  possible  than 
in  the  one  referred  to  even,  to  tell  how  the  ti^uble  got  into  the 
hospital,  and  it  has  occurred  to  me  that  if  you  were  investigat- 
ing contagious  diseases  in  the  state  at  this  time,  that  it  might 
be  that  you  would  like  to  have  some  one  look  into  this  with  us. 
If  so,  I  would  be  very  glad  indeed  to  co-operate  with  you.  The 
first  cases  that  we  noticed  in  the  present  epidemic  were  recog- 
nized as  diphtheria  at  about  June  5,  and  since  that  time  there 
have  been  nine  cases  in  all,  developing  in  four  of  the  different 
buildings,  in  two  at  least  almost  simultaneously,  and  in  people 
who  are  not  personally  acquainted.  The  trouble  has  seemed  to 
be  extremely  infectious,  although  not  particularly  severe,  and 
in  the  cases  thus  far  cared  for,  yielding  readily  to  treatment. 

The  sick  have  been  entirely  from  among  the  employees,  and 
all  adults. 

We  have  had  to  quarantine  one  of  the  buildings  completely, 
and  as  we  have  had  cases  in  four  buildings  quite  widely  sep- 
arated from  each  other,  it  has  almost  become  a  question  as  to 
whether  we  had  better  not  quarantine  the  institution  from  the 
outside  public  for  a  while.  However,  it  may  be  that  we  will 
be  able  to  stamp  out  this  trouble  after  awhile,  unless  it  should 
later  appear  that  it  is  due  to  local  sanitary  conditions.  I  do 
not  know  that  the  old  idea  of  diphtheria  being  attributable  to 
bad  sewerage  is  as  strong  as  it  used  to  be,  or  as  much  credence 
given  to  it.  Certain  authorities  seem  to  think  that  it  must  be 
induced  by  actual  infection  from  the  diphtheritic  patient,  but  in 
a  case  like  ours  I  can  hardly  understand  how  this  could  be,  from 
the  fact  that  it  broke  out,  as  stated,  in  two  or  three  individuals 
who  knew  little  or  nothing  of  each  other,  and  in  diflPerent  build- 
ings. 

Very  truly  yours, 

W.  AUSTIN  MACY, 
}fedical  mperintcndatt 
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WiLLABD,  June  17,  1899 

B.  T.  Smblzeb,  M.  D.,  Secretary  State  Board  of  Healthy  AVba/nyy 
N.  r.: 

Dear  Doctor — Following  my  letter  of  to^ay  in  regard  to  the 
epidemic  of  diphtheria  that  we  are  having  at  this  hospital,  I 
write  to  state  that  fidnce  I  first  drew  this  letter,  in  fact  during 
the  day,  I  have  ascertained  that  one  of  the  employees  who  came 
down  first  with  this  disease,  was  on  intimate  terms  with  one  of 
the  other  employees,  and  such  information  in  full  that  I  have 
obtained  regarding  their  visiting  around,  etc.,  seems  to  me  to 
very  satisfactorily  accoupt  for  the  spread  of  all  of  the  cases  that 
we  have  had  here.  When  it  first  began  I  thought  that  there  were 
several  foci,  and  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  account  for  the 
outbreak  of  the  trouble  on  the  theory  of  this  having  been  brought 
in  here  by  some  one  individual,  but  now  I  think  that  the  proof  is 
conclusive  in  this  direction.  The  attendant  referred  to  had  been 
sent  fk>r  patients  in  the  outlying  district,  in  towns  where  they 
had  diphtheria,  and  while  we  cannot  ascertain  that  he  came  in 
contact  with  any  people  having  this  disease,  there  is  little  o<r  no 
doubt  that  this  was  the  case,  and  that  the  other  employees  who 
took  the  disease  here  were  infected  by  his  visiting  among  them 
and  its  being  transmitted  from  one  to  another.  This  being  the 
case  I  do  not  think  this  is  as  important  to  have  this  searched  up 
by  a  possible  investigation,  and  write  so  as  to  prevent  my  letter 
of  inquiry  causing  you  any  trouble. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

W.  AUSTIN  MAOY, 
Medical  superintendent 

Albany,  N.  Y.,  Jwne  19,  1899 

W.  A.  M ACY,  M.  D.,  Medical  Superi/mtendent,  WiUard  State  Hospital, 
Willard,  N.  7.: 

Dear  Sir — I  am  in  receipt  of  your  communications  of  the  17th 
instant  in  the  matter  of  an  epidemic  of  diphtheria  at  the  Willard 
hospital,  and  am  pleased  to  note  that  you  have  located  the  source 
of  infection. 
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If  the  epidemic  continues,  and  you  deem  it  to  be  neceseary,  a 

medical  expert  will  be  sent  to  Willard  to  advise  with  you  in  the 

matter. 

Very  respectfully, 

BAXTER  T.  SMELZER, 

Willard,  July  5,  1899 

Baxter  T.  Smblzbr,  M.  D.,  Secretary  State  Board  of  Health,  Al- 
bany, N.  Y.: 

Dear  Doctor — Following  my  last  letter  referring  to  the  diph- 
theria epidemic  we  have  been  suffering  from  at  this  hospital,  I 
write  to  ask  whether  there  is  anything  new  regarding  the  etiology 
of  this  disease  which  has  come  to  your  attention  latterly  which 
might  connect  diphtheria  with  imperfect  sanitation  or  cause  it 
to  be  attributed  to  anything  else  than  direct  infection. 

We  are  having  considerable  more  trouble  latterly  in  stopping 
the  diphtheria  at  the  hospital  than  we  had  anticipated. 

At  the  end  of  last  week  I  supposed  that  it  was  entirely  under 
control.  We  had  quarantined  buildings  where  the  disease  had 
occurred,  and  taken  cultures  from  all  suspicious  cases,  even 
where  there  was  only  redness  of  the  throat,  both  among  the 
patients  and  employees,  and  10  days  had  elapsed  without  the 
development  of  any  new  cases.  The  quarantine  was  raised  Sun- 
day afternoon  at  the  last  building,  and  the  next  day  we  had  an 
outbreak  of  three  cases  with  membrane  in  that  building  and  four 
cases  in  the  main  building,  one  case  in  the  south  wing,  one  in 
the  north  wing  and  two  in  the  center.  Yesterday  we  had  one 
case  with  membrane  in  one  of  the  buildings  not  previously  in- 
fected and  one  case  in  the  building  where  the  first  case  occurred. 
Besides  these  there  were  quite  a  number  of  suspects,  possibly  as 
many  more  as  the  number  of  cases  with  membrane. 

All  cases  thus  far  have  been  comxmratively  mild  and  yielded 
readily  to  treatment  with  antitoxine,  although  the  last  case,  the 
one  reported  to-day,  was  more  severe  than  any  of  those  that  oc- 
curred previously.    If  we  should  happen  to  have  a  large  number 
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of  cases  break  out  now  it  would  be  a  very  serious  thing  for  as 
to  handle,  though  we  have  enough  antitoxine  on  hand  to  admin- 
ister to  all  cases  that  actually  have  the  disease,  and  have  given 
immunizing  doses  to  a  certain  number  of  those  where  there  was 
the  mosft  trouble.  As  to  how  far  it  might  be  best  for  ub  to  go 
with  immunizing  doses  to  those  not  yet  infected  seems  to  me  to 
be  somewhat  of  a  question,  and  in  case  there  is  very  much  that 
is  new  that  has  come  to  the  attention  of  your  Board,  I  would 
like  very  much  if  we  could  have  the  benefit  of  a  consultation 
with  one  of  your  medical  experts,  so  that  we  can  take  further 
steps,  if  necessary,  in  stamping  out  this  trouble,  which  is  so 
dread  when  it  assumes  a  very  malignant  form,  and  would  be  in 
this  case  should  it  get  into  the  families  of  the  employees  or  into 
the  surrounding  district.  '  ' 

I  would  say  in  connection  with  the  above  that  we  have  stopped 
receiving  all  patients  from  our  hospital  district,  they  being  tem- 
porarily taken  by  the  other  state  hospitals,  and  I  have  practi- 
cally quarantined  the  whole  hospital,  allowing  only  a  few  peo- 
ple to  go  and  come  without  our  lines,  and  those  only  in  cases 
where  they  have  no  children  in  their  families,  and  have  every 
opportunity  to  keep  away  from  the  other  members  with  regard 
to  taking  their  meals  and  the  matter  of  sleeping  quarters. 

I  am  trying,  as  far  as  possible,  to  quarantine  one  building 
against  the  other  on  the  grounds,  though  with  some  of  them  this 
is  almost,  if  not  quite,  impossible,  for  the  reason  that  some  of 
the  work,  like  the  laundry  work,  etc.,  has  to  go  on  in  order  to 
keep  the  people  in  condition  of  bodily  cleanliness,  etc. 

If  there  is  anything  further  that  you  would  suggest  in  this 
matter,  I  would  be  glad  to  hear  from  you. 

Very  respectfully, 

W.  AUSTIN  MACY, 
Medical  superirUendent 
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Albany,  N.  Y.,  July  6,  1899 
W.  A.  Macy,  M.  D.,  MeduxU  Superintendent^  Willardy  N.  Y.: 

Dear  Doctor — I  am  sorry  to  learn  of  the  continuance  of  the 
diphtheria  in  the  Wlllard  state  hospital.  I  do  not  think  there 
i«  anything  new  of  recent  time  in  the  etiodogy  of  the  disease. 
The  absolute  isolation  of  the  infection  and  of  those  sick  for  a 
sufficiently  prolonged  period,  and  the  destruction  thereof,  con- 
tinues to  be  the  essential  thing  in  getting  rid  of  it.  Imperfect 
sanitation  plays  a  subordinate  part,  and  I  do  not  know  of  any 
new  development  which  would  magnify  it.  As  we  have  long 
understood,  the  infection  lingers  in  damp,  sunless,  ill-ventilated 
places,  and  very  likely  also  is  given  off  in  sewer  air.  Oertainly 
it  will  disappear  most  readily  where  conditions  incident  to  these 
do  not  exist. 

The  chief  thing  is  the  quarantine.  I  would  advise  the  large 
use  of  the  culture  test  of  all  susi>ected  throats.  These  germs 
may  be  found  in  the  fauces  of  well  people,  who  have  been  about 
the  sick,  and  so  many  retain  and  carry  it.  Suppose  you  should 
direct  the  systematic  use  of  antiseptic  gargles  or  of  peroxide  of 
hydrogen  sprays  for  all  in  contact. 

Then  keep  the  sick  in  for  six  weeks — at  least  till  repeated  tests 
show  no  bacilli. 

Make  certain  that  no  food  or  utensils  go  out  of  the  sick  room. 
Set  up  a  quarantine  hospital  and  send  every  one  sick  to  it.  At 
the  same  time,  as  suggested,  have  the  attendants  on  the  sick  list 
keep  the  same  quarantine. 

I^  no  infected  article  escape  boiling,  sterilizing  and  prolonged 
exposure  to  air. 

Fumigate  every  place  where  it  has  been.  I  would  prefer  chlo- 
rine, which,  though  very  disagreeable,  is  deadly  to*  the  germs. 
Coating  metals  exposed  to  it  lightly  with  vaseline  will  protect 
them. 

If  you  use  formaldehyde  use  not  less  than  12  ounces  per  1000 
cubic  feet,  and  better  with  steam  in  the  room,  and  continue  it 
for  six  hours  or  longer.  But  do  not  trust  any  bedding  to  its 
fumigation. 
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Clean  the  place  and  then  expose  for  days  to  fresh  air. 

I  see  no  reason  why,  if  no  precaution  escapes  you,  that  except 

from  new  infection  you  should  have  a  prolonged  continuance  of 

this  trouble,  but  I  know  how  difficult  it  is  to  control  everything 

absolutely. 

Very  respectfully, 

BAXTER  T.  SMELZER, 

Secretary 

Albany,  July  21,  1899 
To  the  State  Board  of  Health: 

Early  in  June  one  of  the  attendants  of  the  Willard  state  hos- 
pital went  to  a  neighboring  city  to  bring  a  patient  to  the  hospital, 
and  a  few  days  later  developed  diphtheria.  The  source  of  his 
infection  was  not  directly  traced,  but  the  disease  had  prevailed 
in  that  locality  to  which  he  was  sent. 

This  was  the  first  case  to  occur  in  the  hospital  since  two  years 
ago,  when  diphtheria  prevailed  from  February  to  July,  but  sub- 
sequently came  to  a  complete  cessation.  From  this  first  case  15 
others  soon  contracted  the  disease,  all  attendants,  and  mostly  in 
one  building.  Ani  interval  of  10  days  followed  withoat  new 
cases,  and  then,  about  the  4th  of  July,  more  cases  occurred,  simul- 
taneously in  five  different  buildings,  numerous  cases  of  true 
membraneous  diphtheria  and  with  them  not  a  few  cases  of  simple 
sore  throat.  New  cases  appeared  for  a  week,  indiscriminately  in 
the  different  buildings.  On  the  loth  a  stenographer  who  came 
three  days  before  and  without  probable  outside  infection  was 
taken,  and  also  a  bookkeeper  about  the  same  itime;  it  also  oc- 
curred in  the  person  and  family  of  one  of  the  resident  physicians. 
Thirty-four  cases  of  true  membraneous  diphtheria  have  occurred 
to  this  time^  one  of  them  being  a  child,  but  none  of  the  inmates 
or  patients,  of  whom  there  are  about  2000,  have  as  yet  taken  the 
disease.  The  population  of  this  large  institution  of  some  2700 
is  almost  exclusively  adults. 

The  disease  is  of  a  mild  type  and  no  case  has  been  fatal.  The 
nature  of  it  has  been  verified  by  bacteriological  test  and  the 
Klebs-Loeffler  bacillus  found  present  in  all.    Not  only  this,  but 
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a  remarkable  feature  of  the  outbreak  is  the  discovery  of  the 
bacillus  in  a  large  number  of  persons  in  whom  the  disease  has  not 
developed. 

This  latter  fact  and  the  mildness  of  the  disease  has  raised  the 
question  in  the  minds  of  some  as  to  whether  the  disease  is  really 
diphrtheria;  sympathy  with  expressions  to  this  effect  from  persons 
outside  has  tended  to  interfere  with  the  quarantine. 

It  should  not,  however,  be  questioned.  A  very  complete  labora- 
tory, extensively  enlarged  from  the  existing  establishmenti  has 
been  equipped  and  provided  with  a  competent  expert  staff  work- 
ing constantly;  a  general  study  is  being  made  of  both  sick  and 
well  and  a  card  record  kept.  The  bacilli  found  have  the  morpho- 
logical characters  of  the  Klebs-Loeftler  bacillus,  generally  in  typi- 
cal form,  though  I  gathered  that  antitypical  specimens  were  more 
recently  being  discovered.  They  have  been,  however,  almost  uni- 
formly true  and  typical.  Their  virulence  has  not  been  tested  on 
the  guinea  pig,  but  is  to  be;  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  their 
nature  will  be  confirmed. 

The  role  of  the  Klebs-Loeffler  bacillus  is,  so  far  as  I  know, 
well  established;  it  is  doubted  by  no  one  that  its  presence  is 
diagnostic  of  diplvtheria. 

The  lack  of  severity  of  the  disease  is  of  little  weight;  the  type 
'of  disease  varies  with  different  epidemics,  and  it  is  noteworthy 
that  the  prevailing  type  of  most  infectious  diseases,  notably 
scarlet  fever  now  for  a  considerable  time  and  smallpox  for  the 
past  year,  is  one  of  unusual  mildness  almost  everywhere.  The 
subjects  of  this  epidemic  are  also  almost  entirely  adults. 

As  to  the  discovery  of  the  bacilli  in  the  throats  of  many  who 
themselves  exhibit  no  disease,  this^  too,  is  a  matter  of  common 
observation,  though  not  often  so  general  as  is  occurring  here. 
Any  one  coming  in  contact  with  the  sick  may  take  these  bacilli 
up,  even  highly  virulent,  and  being  for  whatever  reason  immune 
their  presence  has  no  morbific  action.  Such  individuals,  though 
not  having  diphtheria,  are  known  to  serve  as  carriers  of  infection, 
and  outbreaks  in  schools  have  been  traced  to  such  an  origin.  In 
truth  this  is  the  most  serious  problem  in  this  present  epidemic, 
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for  immune  persons  may  carry  about  diphtheria  bacilli  for  many- 
weeks  in  spite  often  of  every  effort  to  destroy  them  and  may 
convey  the  dieease  to  others  as  long  as  they  do  so. 

The  measures  that  are  being  taken  to  control  the  epidemic 
under  the  best  obtainable  counsel  leave  nothing  to  suggest.  The 
entire  hospital,  buildings  and  grounds  is  under  quarantine.  The 
health  officers  of  both  towns  in  which  it  is  situated,  Ovid  and 
Bomulus,  unite  with  and  second  the  medical  superintendent  in 
maintaining  this  quarantine.  All  the  attendants  have  had  ina- 
munizing  doses  of  antitoxine  and  the  same  protection  is  being 
extended  to  the  inmates,  and  will  be  renewed  as  neces^uy.  Thoee 
who  are  sick  are  placed  in  seclusion,  the  buildings  are  disinfected 
by  washing  and  fumigation  and  whatever  is  possible  is  being 
done  to  disinfect  the  persons  of  all  in  whom  the  Klebs-Loeffler 
bacilli  are  detected.  If  these  are  persisted  in  until  all  the  gemiB 
are  destroyed  there  is  no  reason  to  anticipate  the  extension  ot 
the  disease  beyond  its  present  limits,  which  has  thus  far  been 
averted. 

The  phenomena  of  the  epidemic  are  those  of  one  originating 
from  an  outside  source,  and  not  of  a  local  established  epidemic. 

Vepy  respectfully, 

F.  O.  OURTIS,  M.  D. 
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SUPPLIES 


CITY  OF  ROME 


Albany,  October  25,  1899 

Baxter  T.  Smblzbr,  M.  D.,  Secretary  State  Board  of  Eealthf  Ah 
hamf,  N,  Y.; 

Dear  Sir — I  enclose  herewith  copy  of  my  letter  of  October  19 
to  the  mayor  of  Bome  and  his  reply  under  date  of  October  24; 
akpo  rnlefi  and  regulationB  referred  to,  with  the  amendments  sug- 
gested by  the  mayor,  made  in  pencil. 

Very  truly  yours, 

EDWARD  A.  BOND, 
State  engineer  OAnd  surveyor 

Albany,  October  19,  1899 
0.  H.  Haydbn,  Rome,  N,  T.: 

Dear  Sir — ^The  proposed  rules  and  regulations  for  the  sanitary 
protection  of  the  public  water  supply  of  your  city  was  referred 
by  the  State  Board  of  Health  to  me  as  chairman  of  the  drainage 
committee.  I  have  wondered  eomewhat  if  the  rules,  as  adopted 
by  your  board,  went  into  detail  enough  to  cover  the  requirements 
of  the  case. 

I  send  you  herewith  a  copy  of  a  set  of  rules  and  regulations  of 
sanitary  protection  of  your  water  supply,  as  recommended  by 
Prof.  Olin.  H,  Landreth,  consulting  engineer  for  the  State  Board 
of  Health,  that  was  presented  to  my  predecessor,  July  23,  1898. 
I  would  be  glad  if  your  associates  would  look  this  over  care- 
fully and  see  if  it  will  not  meet  the  requirements  of  the  case 
more  positively  than  your  resolutions  that  do  not  go  into  detail 
so  much,  and  would  be  glad  if  you  would  make  suggestions  as  to 
changes  that  would  be  desirable  from  your  standi)oint. 

An  early  reply  is  requested  and  your  communication  will  re- 
ceive prompt  attention. 

Very  truly  yours, 

EDWARD  A.  BOND, 
State  engineer  amd  surveyor 
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Bomb,  N.  Y.,  October  24, 1899 
Hon.  Edward  A.  Bond,  State  Engineer: 

My  Dear  Sir — In  reply  to  your  letter  of  October  19,  1899,  to 
C.  T,  Hayden,  I  desire  to  say  that  the  proposed  rulee  have  been 
submitted  to  the  board  of  water  and  sewer  commiaeioners,  and 
they  are  greatly  pleased  with  them,  and  desire  to  thank  you  for 
the  valuable  suggestions  contained  in  your  letter  and  the  work 
expended  ujKm  this  matter. 

The  only  changes  we  have  to  suggest  are  as  follows : 

1  Page  1,  line  10,  after  "  Ridge  mills,"  insert  "  and  also  Pish 
creek  or  other  waters  which  may  be  hereafter  acquired."  (See 
chapter  624,  laws  of  1899,  section  10.) 

2  Page  4,  subdivision  14,  line  8,  before  "  the  city  "  insert  "  lock 
No.  6."  (Lock  No.  6  is  near  the  reservoir.  The  line  of  the  city 
of  Rome  is  nearly  two  miles  above  lock  No.  6  and  the  reservoir.) 

3  Page  5,  before  the  signatures  of  president  and  secretary, 
after  "  1893,"  insert  "  as  amended  by  chapter  251  of  the  laws  of 
1899,  and  same  shall  be  published  and  filed  in  Oneida  county 
clerk's  oflQce  as  therein  provided." 

4  The  laws  of  1899  provide  that  a  violation  of  the  rules  is  a 
misdemeanor  and  as  such  punishable,  and  also  subjects  the 
offender  to  the  payment  of  a  penalty.  The  subsequent  section 
provides  for  an  action  with  injunction.  It  is  suggested  that  pro- 
vision be  made  in  the  rules,  subdivision  16,  so  that  one  penalty 
will  not  conflict  with  another. 

Again  thanking  you  for  the  attention  you  have  given  this  mat- 
ter, I  am  yours  very  respectfully, 

A.  S.  WHITE, 

Mayor  and  ex  officio  chairman  of  the  hoard 
of  water  and  aetcer  comnvis^ioncrs 

Enles  and  regulations  for  the  proteotion  from  oontamination  of  the 
water  supply  of  the  city  of  Kome,  New  York 

The  following  rules  and  regulations  apply  to  the  Mohawk  river 
and  all  its  tributaries  above  the  Ridge  mills  dam  in  the  Mohawk 
river,  forming  the  impounding  reservoir  of  the  public  water  sup- 
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ply  of  the  city  of  Bome,  N,  Y.,  and  also  to  the  Black  river  oanal 
and  its  stream  tributaries  and  feeders  between  the  city  of  Borne 
and  the  upper  end  of  the  Foreetport  feeder,  the  waters  of  which 
canal  overflow  at  numerous  waste-weire  into  the  Mohawk  river 
and  its  tributaries  above  the  said  impounding  reservoir  at  Bidge 
mills,  and  also  Fish  creek  or  other  waters  which  may  hereafter 
be  required : 

(1)  No  privy  or  vault  or  place  for  the  deposit  or  storage  of 
human  excreta  shall  be  constructed,  located  or  maintained  within 
50  feet,  horia&ontal  measurement,  of  the  high-water  mark  of  any 
pond  or  reservoir,  or  of  the  edge,  margin  or  precipitous  bank  of 
any  spring,  stream,  ditch,  gutter  or  watercourse  of  any  kind,  the 
water  of  which,  when  running,  flows  eventually  into  a  stream  or 
reservoir  forming  the  public  water  supply  of  the  city  of  Bome, 
N.  Y. 

(2)  No  privy  vault,  pit  or  cesspool  or  other  nontransporiable 
receptacle  of  any  kind  used  for  the  deposit,  reception  or  storage 
of  human  excreta  shall  be  constructed,  located  or  maintained 
within  300  feet,  horizontal  measurement,  of  the  high-water  mark 
of  any  pond  or  reservoir,  or  within  130  feet,  horizontal  measure- 
ment, of  the  edge,  margin  or  precipitous  bank  of  any  spring, 
stream,  ditch,  gutter  or  watercourse  of  any  kind,  the  waters  of 
which,  when  running,  flow  eventually  into  a  stream  or  reservoir 
forming  the  public  water  supply  of  the  city  of  Bome. 

(3)  Every  privy  or  pJace  of  deposit,  reception  or  storage  of 
human  excreta  which  is  constructed,  located  or  maintained  be- 
tween the  aforesaid  limits  of  50  feet,  and  300  feet,  horizontal 
measurement,  of  the  high-water  mark  of  any  pond  or  res- 
ervoir, or  between  the  aforesaid  limits  of  50  feet  and  130  feet, 
horizontal  measurement,  of  the  edge,  margin  or  precipitous 
bank  of  any  spring,  stream,  ditch,  gutter  or  watercourse 
aforesaid,  and  from  which  privy  the  excreta  are  not  at  once 
removed  automatically  by  means  of  suitable  water-tight 
pipes  or  conduits  to  some  proper  place  of  ultimate  disposal  as 
hereinafter  provided,  shall  be  arranged  in  such  manner  that  all 
said  excreta  shall  be  received  and  temporarily  maintained  in 
suitable  vessels  or  receptacles,  which  shall  be  at  all  times  main- 
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tained  in  an  abfiolutely  water-tight  condition,  and  which  shall 
admit  of  convenient  removal  to  some  place  of  ultimate  disposal 
as  hereinafter  set  forth, 

(4)  The  excreta  collected  in  the  aforesaid  removable  receptacles 
shall  be  removed  and  the  rceptacles  cleansed  and  disinfected  as 
often  as  may  be  found  necessary  to  maintain  the  privy  in  proper 
sanitary  condition  and  to  effectually  and  strictly  prevent  any 
overflow  upon  the  soil  or  the  foundation  or  floor  of  the  privy. 
In  effectng  this  removal  the  utmost  care  shall  be  exercised  that 
none  of  the  contents  be  allowed  to  escape  while  being  trans- 
ported from  the  privy  to  the  place  of  disposal  hereinafter  speci- 
fied, and  that  the  least  possible  annoyance  and  inconvenience  be 
caused  to  the  occupants  of  the  premises  or  of  adjoining  premises. 

(5)  Unless  otherwise  specifically  ordered  or  x)emiitted  by  the 
State  Board  of  Health,  the  excreta  collected  in  the  aforesaid 
receptacles,  shall,  when  removed,  be  disposed  of  by  burying  in 
trenches  or  by  thoroughly  digging  into  the  soil  at  such  places  and 
in  such  manner  as  to  effectually  prevent  them  or  any  portion  of 
them  being  washed  over  the  surface  of  the  ground  by  rain  or 
melting  snow,  and  at  a  distance  not  less  than  500  feet,  horizontal 
measurement,  from  the  high-water  mark  of  any  pond  or  reser- 
voir, and  not  less  than  300  feet,  horizontal  measurement,  from 
the  edge,  margin,  or  precipitous  bank  of  any  spring,  stream,  ditch, 
gutter,  or  watercourse  of  any  kind,  the  water  of  which,  when 
running,  flows  eventually  into  a  stream  or  reservoir  forming  the 
public  water  supply  of  the  city  of  Rome,  N.  Y. 

(6)  Whenever  it  shall  be  found  that,  owing  to  the  character 
of  the  soil  or  of  the  surface  of  the  ground,  or  the  character  of 
subsoil,  or  height  or  flow  of  surface  water  or  ground  water,  or 
other  special  local  condition,  the  excremental  matter  from  a  privy 
or  aforesaid  receptacle,  or  from  any  trench  or  place  of  disposal, 
may  in  the  option  of  the  State  Board  of  Health,  be  washed  over 
the  surface  of  the  ground,  or  through  the  soil  into  any  pond, 
reservoir,  spring,  stream,  ditch,  gutter,  or  other  watercourse, 
which,  when  running,  flows  into  the  aforesaid  public  water  supply 
of  the  city  of  Rome,  then  the  said  privy  or  receptacle  for  excreta 
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or  treach  or  place  of  didsrpoeal,  shall  after  due  notice  to  tlie  owner 
thereof  be  removed  to  such  greater  distances,  or  to  such  places, 
as  shall  be  considered  safe  by  the  State  Board  of  Health. 

HOUSE  SLOPS,  SINK  WASTE,  LAUNDRY  WATER, 

REFUSE,  GARBAGE,  ETC 

(7)  No  sewage,  garbage,  putrescible  matter,  house  slop,  sink 
waste,  water  in  which  milk  cans,  clothing  or  bedding  have  been 
washed  or  rinsed  nor  any  i)oliuted  water  or  liquid  shall  be  thrown 
or  discharged  directly  into  any  pond,  reservoir,  spring,  stream, 
ditch,  gutter,  or  other  watercourse  aforesaid,  nor  shall  any  such 
liquid  or  solid  matter  be  thrown  or  discharged  upon  the  surface 
of  the  ground  or  into  the  ground  below  the  surface  in  any  manner 
whereby  the  same  may  flow  into  any  reservoir,  pond,  spring, 
stream,  ditch,  gutter,  or  other  watercourse  aforesaid,  within  50 
feet,  horizontal  measurement,  of  the  high- water  mark,  edge,  mar- 
gin  or  precipitous  bank,  of  any  pond,  reservoir,  spring,  stream, 
ditch,  gutter  or  other  watercourse  aforesaid. 

(8)  No  clothing,  animals,  vehicles,  nor  anything  which  pollutes 
water  shall  be  washed  in,  nor  shall  any  •x>erson  bathe  in  any 
pK>nd,  reservoir,  spring,  stream,  ditch,  gutter,  or  other  watercourse 
aforesaid  within  a  distance  of  three  miles,  as  the  stream  flows, 
from  the  dam  of  the  a-eservoir  forming  the  public  water  supply 
of  the  city  of  Rome,  N.  Y. 

MANURES,  COMPOST,  ETC. 

(9)  No  animal  manure  of  any  kind,  nor  any  cleanings  from 
stables,  cattle  pen,  pigsty,  henhouse,  barnyard,  hog  yard,  or 
I)oultry  yard  shall  be  thrown,  deposited  or  allowed  to  fall  or  flow 
into  any  pond,  reservoir,  spring,  stream,  ditch,  gutter,  or  other 
watercourse  aforesaid ;  and  no  stable,  cattle  pen,  pigsty,  henhouse, 
barnyard,  hog  yard,  poultry  yard,  hitching  place  or  standing 
place  for  horses  or  other  animals,  nor  any  manure  pile,  compost 
heap,  piles  of  fermented  or  decayed  fruit,  vegetables,  roots,  grain, 
nor  any  piles  of  sawdust,  leaves  or  other  vegetable  matter  shall 
be  located,  maintained  or  allowed  to  remain  in  such  place  or  man- 

18 
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ner  that  the  washings  of  drainage  therefrom  may  flow  by  open 
or  covered  drains  or  channels  into  any  pond,  reservoir,  spring, 
stream,  ditch,  gutter,  or  other  watercourse  aforesaid,  without  first 
having  passed  over  or  through  such  amount  of  soil  as  to  have 
become  properly  purified,  and  in  no  case  shall  the  distance  from 
the  aforesaid  stable,  cattle-pen,  etc.,  to  the  high-water  mark,  edge, 
margin,  or  precipitous  bank  of  the  aforesaid  pond,  reservoir, 
spring,  stream,  ditch,  gutter  or  other  watercourse,  be  less  than 
50  feet,  horizontal  measurement. 

(10)  No  human  excreta  nor  compost  containing  human  excreta 
shall  be  spread  upon  the  ground  witrin  130  feet,  horizontal  meas- 
urement, of  the  high-water  mark,  edge,  margin  or  precipitous 
bank  of  any  reservoir,  pond,  spring,  stream,  ditch,  gutter  or  other 
watercourse  aforesaid,  and  no  manure  or  compost  of  any  kind 
shall  be  spread  or  deposited  so  as  to  be  washed  a  less  distance 
than  50  feet  over  the  surface  of  the  ground  before  reaching  the 
nearest  point  of  the  aforesaid  watercourse. 

DEAD  ANIMALS,  MANUFACTURING  WASM2,  ETC. 

(11)  No  dead  animal,  bird  or  fish,  nor  any  part  thereof,  nor 
any  putresciWe  matter  nor  iK>lluted  water  from  any  slaughter 
house,  dairy,  creamery,  cider  mill,  or  other  manufactory  shall  be 
thrown  or  be  allowed  to  run  into  any  pond,  reservoir,  spring, 
stream,  ditch,  gutter,  or  watercourse  aforesaid,  nor  shall  any  such 
matter  be  so  deposited  that  any  portion  thereof,  nor  of  the  pol- 
luted drainage  therefrom'  shall  be  washed  therefrom  over  the  sur- 
face of  the  ground  or  through  the  soil  a  less  distance  than  100 
feet  before  reaching  the  nearest  point  of  the  aforesaid  water- 
course. 

CONTROL  OF  RESERVOIR,  STORM  WATER>  ETC. 

(12)  The  first  water  arising  from  every  storm  which  enters  the 
impounding  reservoir  shall  not  be  taken  for  the  public  water 
supply  of  the  city  of  Rome,  and  a  sufficiently  long  time  shall  be 
allowed  to  elapse  after  the  beginning  of  each  rain  or  storm  to 
permit  of  the  surface  of  the  ground  within  the  drainage  area 
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being  thoroughly  washed  off,  and  for  the  wash^ff  water  to  pass 
the  impounding  reservoir,  before  the  water  in  the  impounding 
reservoir  shall  be  taken  into  the  public  water  supply  of  the  city 

of  Rome. 

(13)  No  screen  or  filter  shall  be  used  in  either  the  impounding 
or  in  the  distributing  reservoirs  of  the  public  water-supply  of  the 
city  of  Rome,  while  in  a  foul  or  unclean  condition,  and  no  screen 
or  filter  shall  be  used  in  either  of  the  aforesaid  reservoirs  which 
is  not  susceptible  of  constant  and  ready  examination  and 
cleaning. 

EXCRETA,  MANURE  AND  OTHER  WASTE  FROM  OANAL 

•BOATS 

(14)  No  human  excreta,  stable  manure,  stable  cleanings  nor  re- 
fuse, nor  any  garbage,  animal  or  vegetable  waste,  kitchen-slops, 
nor  any  putrescible  matter  of  any  kind,  shall  be  thrown,  deposited, 
or  allowed  to  pass  directly  or  indirectly  into  the  waters  or  bed, 
or  onto  the  banks  or  sidesi  of  the  Black  River  canal,  or  of  its 
feeders,  from  any  canal  boat  occupying  or  navigating  the  said 
canal  between  lock  No.  6  in  the  city  of  Rome  and  lock  No.  71  at 
the  north  end  of  the  summit  level  at  Boonville,  nor  while  navi- 
gating or  occupying  the  Forestport  feeder.  Every  canal  boat 
navigating  this  canal  or  feeder  shall  be  provided  with  water-tight 
covered  receptacles  for  the  collection  and  retention  of  all  such 
excreta,  manure  and  other  refuse,  named,  and  all  such  excreta, 
stable  manure,  stable  cleanings  and  refuse,  garbage,  animal  or 
vegetable  waste,  kitchen  slops,  and  all  other  putrescible  matter 
of  any  kind  produced  or  originating  on  each  canal  boat  within  the 
aforesaid  limits  of  the  canal  and  the  Forestport  feeder  shall  be 
strictly  and  carefully  gathered  and  retained  in  the  aforesaid  re- 
ceptacles in  a  water-tight  and  covered  condition  until  emptied 
or  discharged  as  hereafter  provided. 

(15)  Every  receptacle  used  for  the  collection,  storage  and  re- 
tention of  excreta  and  other  waste  aforesaid,  on  every  canal  boat 
entering  the  aforesaid  (limits  of  the  Black  River  canal  or  the 
Forestport  feeder,  shall  before  entering  these  limits  or  feeder  be 
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emptied  and  thofroughly  cleansed  and  shall  be  in  each  cleansed 
condition  when  the  boat  enters  the  limits  or  feeder  aforesaid. 

Every  such  receptacle  shall  at  least  once  in  each  48  hours 
during  the  entire  time  the  boat  remains  within  the  limits  of 
the  canal  and  the  feeder  atoresaid^  be  emptied  of  its  contents 
and  thoroughly  cleansed.  When  emptied,  the  contents  shall  be 
deposited  in  shallow  pits  or  openings  and  covered  thoroughly  with 
soil,  and  within  the  bounds  of  the  state  canal  lands,  but  where  the 
drainage  therefrom  shall  not  pass  into  the  canal  nor  into  any 
stream  which  eventually  enters  the  water  supply  of  the  city  of 
Borne,  and  also  where  it  shall  be  neither  harmful  nor  objection- 
able to  any  Itdjacent  resident  or  occupant.  The  place  for  such 
discharge  shall  be  designated  by  the  superintendent  of  that  sec- 
tion of  Black  Biver  canal. 

PENAI/TY 

(16)  In  accordance  with  section  70  of  chapter  661  of  the  laws 
of  1893,  a  penalty  of  |200  is  hereby  imposed  against  any 
person,  firm  or  corporation  who  shall  be  adjudged  guilty  of  a 
violation  of,  or  a  non-compliance  with,  any  of  the  above  manda- 
tory rules  and  regulations,  the  same  to  be  recovered  under  the 
above  said  law. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  of  New  York,  held 
at  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  on  the  16th  day  of  November  1899,  the  above 
rules  and  regulations  for  the  sanitary  protection  of  the  public 
water-supply  of  the  city  of  Bome,  N.  Y.,  were  made,  ordained 
and  established,  pursuant  to  chapter  661  of  the  laws  of  the 
state  of  New  York  for  1893,  as  amended  by  chapter  251,  laws 
of  1899,  and  the  same  shall  be  published  and  filed  in  Oneida 
county  clerk's  office  as  therein  provided. 

DANIEL  LEWIS,  M.  D., 

PreMent 
BAXTEB  T.  SMELZEB,  M.  D., 

Bwretary 
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Albany,  December  14,  1899 
Publishers  of  the  Rome  Daily  Sentinel,  Rome,  N.  T.: 

Gentlemen — ^We  send  you  herewith  enclosed  copy  of  rules  and 
regulatlonfi  for  the  protection  from  contamination  of  the  water 
supply  of  the  city  of  Rome,  N.  Y.,  with  the  request  that  the 
same  be  published  in  your  paper  once  in  each  week  for  six 
consecutive  weeks,  and  send  bill  for  same  to  the  water  com- 
missioners of  the  city  of  Rome,  in  compliance  with  the  following 
section  of  law: 

"  §  70.  Rules  and  regulations  of  state  board. — ^The  state  board 
of  health  may  make  rules  and  regulations  for  the  protection  from 
contamination  of  any  or  all  public  supplies  of  potable  waters  and 
their  sources  within  the  state,  and  impoee  penalties  for  the 
violation  thereof  or  the  non-compliance  therewith,  not  exceeding 
two  hundred  dollars  for  every  such  violation  or  non-oompliance. 
£)very  such  rule  or  regulation  i^hall  be  published  at  least  once 
in  each  week  for  six  conaecutive  weeks,  in  at  least  one  news- 
paper of  the  county  where  the  waters  to  which  it  relates  are 
located.  The  oo9t  of  such  publication  shaM  be  paid  by  the  corporation 
or  municipality  benefited  by  the  protection  of  the  uaier  supply,  to 
which  the  rule  or  rcffuloMon  published  relates.  The  aflBdavit  of  the 
printer,  publisher  or  proprietor  of  the  newspaper  in  which  such 
rule  or  regulation  is  published  may  be  filed,  with  the  rule  or  regu- 
lation published,  in  the  county  clerk's  oflQce  of  such  county,  andr 
such  affidavit  and  rule  and  regulation  shall  be  conclusive  evi- 
dence of  such  publication,  and  of  all  the  facts  therein  stated  in  all 
courts  and  places." 

After  the  rules  have  been  publitshed  for  six  consecutive  weeks 
as  required  by  the  above  section  of  law,  you  will  please  forward 
a  copy  of  the  rules  as  published,  together  with  your  affidavit,  to 
this  office,  in  order  that  the  same  may  be  filed  in  the  office  of  the 
county  clerk  of  your  county. 

Please  acknowledge  receipt  of  this. 

Very*  respectfully, 

BAXTER  T.  SMBLZER, 

Secretary 
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Albany,  December  14,  1899 
Publishers  of  the  Rome  Semi-Weekly  Citizen,  Rome,  N,  7.: 

Gentlemen — We  send  you  herewith  encloeed  copy  of  rules  and 
regulations  for  the  protection  from  contamination  of  the  water 
supply  of  the  city  of  Rome,  N.  Y.,  with  the  request  that  the 
same  be  published  in  your  paper  once  in  each  week  for  six 
consecutive  weeks,  and  send  bill  for  same  to  the  water  com- 
missioners of  the  city  of  Rome,  in  compliance  with  the  following 
section  of  law: 

"  §  70.  Rules  and  regulations  of  srtate  board. — The  state  board 
of  health  may  make  rules  and  regulations  for  the  protection  from 
contamination  of  any  or  all  public  supplies  of  potable  waters  and 
their  sources  within  the  state,  and  impose  penalties  for  the 
violation  thereof  or  the  non-compliance  therewith,  not  exceeding 
two  hundred  dollans  for  every  such  violation  or  non>oomplianoe. 
Every  such  rule  or  regulation  shall  be  published  at  least  once 
in  each  week  for  six  consecutive  weeks,  in  at  least  one  news- 
paper  of  the  county  where  the  waters  to  whitfh  it  relates  are 
located.  The  cost  of  such  pubUoation  shcoU  be  paid  by  the  corporation 
or  mumcipaUty  benefited  by  the  protection  of  the  toofter  supply,  to 
which  the  rule  or  reguloMon  published  relates.  The  affidavit  of  the 
printer,  publisher  or  proprietor  of  the  newspaper  in  which  swch 
rule  or  regulation  is  publisihed  may  be  filed,  with  the  rule  or  regu- 
lation published,  in  the  county  clerk's  office  of  such  county,  and 
such  affidavit  and  rule  and  regulation  shall  be  conclusive  evi- 
dence of  such  publication,  and  of  all  the  facts  therein  stated  in  all 
courts  and  places." 

After  the  rules  have  been  published  for  six  consecutive  weeks 
as  required  by  the  above  section  of  law,  you  will  please  forward 
a  copy  of  the  rules  as  published,  together  with  your  affidavit,  to 
this  office,  in  order  that  the  same  may  be  filed  in  the  office  of  the 
county  clerk  of  your  county. 
Please  acknowledge  receipt  of  this. 

Very  respectfully, 

BAXTER  T.  SMELZER, 

Secretary 
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Albany,  February  1,  1900 

Hon.  John  N.  Partridge,  Supermtendent  of  Piiblic  WorkSy  Albany, 
N.  7.: 

Dear  Sir — I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  at  a  meeting 
of  this  Board,  held  November  16,  1899,  rules  and  regulations  for 
the  sanitary  protection  of  the  public  water  supply  of  the  city  of 
Rome  were  made,  ordained  and  established,  pursuant  to  chapter 
661  of  the  lawfi  of  1893,  as  amended  by  chapter  251  of  the  laws 
of  18^. 

The  rules  and  regulations  apply  to  the  Mohawk  river  and  all 
its  tributaries  above  the  Ridge  mills  dam  in  the  Mohawk  river 
forming  the  imjwunding  reservoir  of  the  public  water  supply  of 
the  city  of  Rome,  N.  Y.,  and  also  to  the  Black  River  canal  and  its 
sftreams,  tributaries  and  feeders  between  the  city  of  Rome  and 
the  upper  end  of  the  Forestport  feeder,  the  waters  of  which  canal 
overflow  at  numerous  waate-weirs  into  the  Mohawk  river  and  its 
tributaries  above  the  said  impounding  reservoir  at  Ridge  mills, 
and  also  Fish  creek  or  other  waters  which  may  hereafter  be 
acquired. 

I  would  respectfully  request  the  co-operation  of  your  depart- 
ment in  the  enforcement  of  compliance  with  sections  14  and  15 
of  the  rules  adopted  by  this  Boards  which  are  as  follows: 

"  EXCRETA,  MLA.NURE  AND  OTHER  WASTE  FROM 

CANAL  BOATS 

"  (14)  No  human,  excreta,  stable  manure,  stable  cleanings  nor 
refuse,  nor  any  garbage,  animal  or  vegetable  waste,  kitchen  slops, 
nor  any  putreecible  matter  of  any  kind,  shall  be  thrown,  depos- 
ited, or  allowed  to  paae  directly  or  indirectly  into  the  waters  or 
bed,  or  onto  the  banks  or  sides,  of  the  Black  River  canal,  or  of 
its  feeders,  from  any  canal  boat  occupying  or  navigating  the  said 
canal  between  lock  No.  6  in  the  city  of  Rome  and  lock  No.  71 
at  the  north  end  of  the  summit  level  at  Boonville,  nor  while 
navigating  or  occupying  the  Foreetport  feeder.  Every  canal  boat 
navigating  this  canal  or  feeder  shall  be  provided  with  water- 
tight, covered  receptacles  for  the  collection  and  retention  of  all 
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Buch  excreta,  manure  and  other  refofie,  named,  and  all  such 
excreta,  stable  manure,  stable  cleanings  and  refuse,  garbage,  ani- 
mal or  vegetable  waste,  kitchen  slops,  and  all  other  putrescible 
matter  of  every  kind  produced  or  originating  on  each  canal  boat 
within  the  aforesaid  limits  of  the  canal  and  the  Forestport  feeder 
shall  be  strictly  and  carefully  gathered  and  retained  in  the  afore- 
said receptacles  in  a  water-tight  and  covered  condition  until 
emptied  or  discharged  as  hereafter  provided. 

"  (15)  Every  receptacle  used  for  the  collection,  storage  and  re- 
tention of  excreta  and  other  waste  aforesaid,  on  every  canal  boat 
entering  the  aforesaid  limits  of  the  Black  river  canal  or  the 
Forestport  feeder,  shall  before  entering  these  limits  or  feeder  be 
emptied  and  thoroughly  cleansed  and  shall  be  in  such  cleansed 
condition  when  the  boat  enters  the  limits  or  feeder  aforesaid. 

^^  Every  such  receptacle  shall  at  least  once  in  each  48  hours 
during  the  entire  time  the  boat  remains  within  the  limits  of  the 
canal  and  the  feeder  aforesaid,  be  emptied  of  its  contents  and 
thoroughly  cleansed.  When  emptied,  the  contents  shall  be  de- 
posited in  shallow  pits  or  openings  and  covered  thoroughly  with 
soil,  and  within  the  bounds  of  the  state  canal  lands,  but  where 
the  drainage  therefrom  shall  not  pass  into  the  canal  nor  into  any 
stream  which  eventually  enters  the  water-supply  of  the  city  of 
Rome,  and  also  where  it  shall  be  neither  harmful  nor  objection- 
-able  to  any  adjacent  resident  or  occupaut.  The  place  for  such 
discharge  shall  be  designated  by  the  superintendent  of  that  sec- 
tion of  Black  River  canal." 

Very  respectfully, 

BAXTER  T.  SMELZER, 

Secretary 


CITY  OF  UTICA 


At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  held  at 
Albany,  N.  Y.,  on  the  11th  day  of  May,  1899,  the  following  pro- 
were  bad  and  taken : 


\ 
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Mr.  Owea  Cassidy  presented  and  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was,  upon  vote  duly  taken,  unanimously  passed  and 
adopted  by  the  Board: 

Resolved,  That  the  State  Board  of  Health  under  and  pursuant 
to  the  provision©  of  the  Public  health  law,  does  hereby  make  and 
adopt  the  following  thirteen  additional 

Bules  and  regulations  for  the  sanitary  protection  of  the  public  potable 
water  supply  of  the  city  of  XJtica,  N.  T.,  to  wit: 

(1)  No  privy  vault,  pit  or  cesspool,  or  other  nontransport- 
able  receptacle  of  any  kind,  used  for  the  deposit,  reception  or 
storage  of  human  excreta  shall  be  constructed,  located,  placed 
or  maintained  within  50  feet,  horizontal  measurement,  of  the  high- 
water  mark  of  any  pond  or  reservoir,  or  within  50  feet,  horizontal 
measurement,  of  the  edge,  margin  or  precipitous  bank  of  any 
spring,  stream,  ditch,  gutter,  drain  or  watercourse  of  any  kind, 
the  water  of  which,  when  running,  flows  eventually  into  any 
reservoir  of  the  public  water  supply  of  Utica,  N.  Y. 

(2)  Every  privy  or  place  for  the  deposit,  reception  or  stor- 
age of  human  excreta  which  is  constructed,  located  or  main- 
tained within  300  feet,  horizontal  measurement,  of  the  high- 
water  mark  of  any  pond  or  reservoir,  or  within  130  feet,  horizon- 
tal measurement,  of  the  edge,  margin  or  precipitous  bank  of  any 
spring,  stream,  ditch,  gutter,  drain  or  watercourse  aforesaid,  and 
from  which  privy  the  excreta  are  not  at  once  removed  automatic- 
ally, by  means  of  suitable  water-tight  pipes  or  conduits  to  some 
proper  place  of  ultimate  disposal  as  hereinafter  provided,  shall 
be  arranged  in  such  manner  that  all  said  excreta  shall  be  re- 
ceived and  temporarily  retained  in  suitable  vessels  or  receptacles, 
which  shall  be  at  all  times  maintained  in  an  absolutelv  water- 
tight  condition,  and  which  will  permit  of  convenient  removal  to 
some  place  of  ultimate  disposal  as  hereinafter  set  forth. 

(3)  The  excreta  collected  in  the  aforesaid  removable  recep- 
tacles shall  be  removed,  and  the  receptacles  cleansed  and 
deodorized  as  often  as  may  be  found  necessary  to  maintain  the 
privy  in  proper  sanitary  condition,  and  to  effectually  and  strictly 
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prevent  any  overflow  upon  the  soil  or  upon  the  foundation  or  floor 
of  the  privy.  In  effecting  this  removal,  the  utmost  care  shall  be 
exercised  that  none  of  the  contents  be  allowed^  to  escape  while 
being  transferred  from  the  privy  to  the  place  of  disx>osal  herein- 
after specified,  and  that  the  least  possible  annoyance  or  incon- 
venience be  caused  to  occupants  of  the  premises  or  of  the  adjoin- 
ing premises. 

(4)  Unless  otherwise  specifically  ordered  or  permitted  by 
the  State  Board  of  Health,  the  excreta  collected  in  the  aforesaid 
receptacles  shall,  when  removed,  be  disposed  of  by  burying  in 
trenches  or  by  thoroughly  digging  into  the  soil  at  such  places 
and  in  sych  manner  as  to  effectually  prevent  them  being  washed 
over  the  surface  of  the  ground  by  rain  or  melting  snow,  and  at 
distances  not  less  than  500  feet,  horizontal  measurement,  from 
the  high- water  mark  of  any  pond  or  reservoir,  and  not  less  than 
300  feet,  horizontal  measurement,  from  the  edge,  margin,  and 
precipitous  bank  of  any  spring,  stream,  ditch,  gutter,  drain  or 
watercourse  of  any  kind,  the  water  of  which,  when  running,  flows 
into  a  reservoir  of  the  public  water  supply  of  the  city  of  Utica, 
N.  Y. 

(5)  Whenever  it  shall  be  found  that,  owing  to  the  character 
of  the  soil  or  of  the  surface  of  the  ground,  or  to  the  height  or  flow 
of  subsoil  or  surface  water,  or  other  special  local  condition,  the 
excremental  matter  from  any  privy  or  aforesaid  receptacle,  or 
from  any  trench  or  place  of  disposal,  may,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
State  Board  of  Health,  be  washed  over  the  surface  of  the  ground, 
or  through  the  soil  into  any  pond,  reservoir,  stream,  spring,  ditch, 
gutter,  drain  or  other  watercourse  tributary  to  the  aforesaid 
public  water  supply,  then  the  said  privy  or  receptacle  for  excreta 
or  trench  or  place  of  disposal,  shall,  after  due  notice  to  the  owner 
thereof,  be  removed  to  such  greater  distance,  or  to  such  places 
as  shall  be  considered  safe  and  proper  by  the  State  Board  of 

Health. 

(6)  No  sewage,  garbage,  putrescible  matter,  house  slops,  sink 
waste,  water  in  which  milk  cans,  clothes  or  bedding  have 
been  washed  or  rinsed,  nor  any  polluted  water  or  liquid  shall  be 
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thrown  or  discharged  directly  into  any  pond,  reservoir,  spring, 
et'^eam^  ditch,  gutter,  drain  or  watercourse  aforesaid,  nor  shall 
any  such  liquid  or  solid  matter  be  thrown  or  discharged  upon  the 
surface  of  the  ground  or  into  the  ground  'below  the  surface  in  any 
manner  whereby  the  same  may  flow  into  any  reservoir,  pond, 
spring,  stream,  ditch,  gutter,  drain  or  watercourse  aforesaid, 
within  50  feet,  horizontal  measurement,  of  the  high-water  mark, 
edge,  margin,  or  precipitous  bank  of  any  pond,  reservoir,  spring, 
stream,  ditch,  gutter,  drain  or  watercourse  aforesaid. 

(7)  No  clothing,  animals,  vehicles  or  anything  which  pollutes 
water  shall  be  washed  in  nor  shall  any  person  bathe  in  any  pond, 
reservoir,  spring,  stream,  ditch,  gutter,  drain  or  watercourse 
aforesaid. 

1 8)  No  stable,  cattle  pen,  pig  sty,  hen  house,  barnj-ard,  hog 
yard,  poultry  yard,  hitching  place  or  standing  place  for  horses 
or  other  animals,  and  no  manure  pile,  compost  heap,  piles  of  fer- 
mented or  decayed  fruit,  vegetables,  roots,  grain,  sawdust,  leaves 
or  other  vegetable  substances  shall  be  located,  placed,  maintained 
or  allowed  to  remain  in  such  place  or  manner  that  the  washings 
or  drainage  therefrom  may  flow  by  open,  blind  or  covered  drains 
or  channels  of  any  kind  into  any  pond,  reservoir,  spring,  stream, 
ditch,  gutter  or  watercourse  aforesaid,  without  first  having 
passed  over  or  through  such  amount  of  soil  as  to  have  become 
properly  purified,  and  in  no  case  shall  the  distance  from  such 
stable,  cattle  pen,  pig  sty,  hen  house,  barnyard,  poultry  yard, 
hitching  place,  or  standing  place  for  horses  or  other  animals, 
manure  pile,  compost  heap,  pile  of  fermented  or  decayed  fruit, 
vegetables,  roots,  grain,  sawdust,  leaves  or  other  vegetable  sub- 
stances, to  the  high-water  mark  of  such  pond  or  reservoir  be 
less  than  100  feet,  horizontal  measurement,  nor  the  distance  from 
such  stable,  pen,  yard,  pile,  heap,  place  or  substance  to  the  edge, 
margin  or  precipitous  bank  of  such  spring,  stream,  ditch,  gutter 
or  watercourse  be  less  than  50  feet,  horizontal  measurement. 

(9)  No  human  excreta  or  compost  containing  human  excreta 
shall  be  spread  upon  the  ground  within  250  feet  horizontal 
measurement,  of  the  high-water  line  of  any  pond  or  reservoir, 
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nor  within  130  feet,  horizontal  measurement,  of  the  edge,  margin 
or  precipitous  bank  of  any  ^ring,  stream,  ditch,  gutter,  drain  or 
watercourse  aforesaid,  and  no  manures  or  composts  of  any  kind 
shall  be  spread  or  deposited  so  as  to  be  washed'  a  less  distance 
than  50  feet,  over  the  surface  or  through  the  soil  before  reaching 
the  nearest  point  of  any  such  aforesaid  watercourse,  drain,  gut- 
ter^ ditch,  stream  or  spring. 

(10)  No  dead  animal,  bird,  nor  fish,  nor  part  thereof,  nor 
any  putrescible  matter,  or  polluted  water  from  any  slaughter 
house,  dairy,  creamery,  cheese  factory,  cider  mill  or  other  manu- 
factory shall  be  thrown  or  allowed  to  run  into  any  pond,  reser- 
voir, spring,  stream,  ditch,  gutter,  drain  or  watercxmrse  aforesaid, 
nor  shall  they  be  so  deposited  that  any  portion  thereof,  or  of  the 
polluted  drainage  therefrom  shall  be  washed  over  the  surface  or 
through  the  soil  a  less  distance  than  100  feet  before  reaching  the 
nearest  point  of  jiny  such  aforesaid  watercourse,  drain,  gutter, 
ditch,  stream  or  spring. 

(11)  The  distributing  reservoirs  of  the  public  potable  water 
supply  of  the  city  of  Utica  shall  not  be  drawn  down  to  such 
a  level  as  to  expose  a  large  area  of  previously  submerged  sur- 
face during  the  three  summer  months,  unless  the  same  be- 
come necessary  for  the  removal  of  vegetable  growths  or  other 
accumulations,  and  during  these  months  the  depth  of  water  over 
such  surfaces  shall  be  maintained  as  great  as  is  possible. 

(12)  The  water  coming  from  the  first  rainfall  of  any  shower 
or  storm  shall  not  be  admitted  into  the  distributing  reservoir 
of  the  public  potable  water  supply  of  the  city  of  Utica,  nor 
shall  such  water  be  admitted  until  the  surface  of  the  land  form- 
ing the  drainage  area  tributary  to  the  reservoir  has  become 
cleansed  of  a  large  proportion  of  the  organic  impurities  formed 
or  deposited  on  such  drainage  area. 

(13)  No  screen  or  filter  shall  be  used  in  connection  with 
any  reservoir  aforesaid  while  in  a  filthy  or  improper  condition, 
and  no  screen  or  filter  shall  be  used  in  connection  with  such 
reservoirs  which  is  not  susceptible  of  constant  and  ready  ex- 
amination and  cleansing. 
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Mr.  Owen  Cassidy  presented  and  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  upon  vote  duly  taken  was  unanimouely  i>a«sed  and 
adopted  by  the  Board: 

Besolved,  That  in  accordance  with,  and  pureuant  to  the  pro- 
Yisions  of  the  statute  in  such  case  made  and  provided,  the  State 
Board  of  Health  hereby  flxe^  and  imposes  1200  as  the  penalty  for 
each  and  every  violation  of,  or  noncompliance  with,  any  of  the 
rules  and  regulations  made  and  adopted  by  it  for  the  sanitary 
protection  of  the  public  potable  water  ©upply  of  the  city  of  XJtica, 
N.  Y.,  to  be  recovered,  as  provided  by  law,  from  every  corpora- 
tion, person  or  persons  guilty  of  any  »uch  violation  or  noncom- 
pliance. 

DANIEL  LEWIS,  M.  D., 

President 

BAXTER  T.  SMELZER,  M.  D., 
Seoretary  (md  exemUve  offioer 


SUPPRESSION  OF  TUBERCULOSIS 


Summary  of  the  Work  done  by  the  Tuberculosis 
Committee  of  the  New  York  State  Board  of 
Health  During  the  Year  1899 


Since  January  1, 1809,  there  have  been  tuberculin  tested  under 
the  supervision  of  the  tuberculosie  committee  5324  head  of  cattle, 
of  which  577  were  condemned  and  213  destroyed.  Over  2000 
letters  have  been  written  and  about  10,000  circulars  distributed. 

The  circulars  of  information  and  instruction  which  have  been 
sent  to  veterinarians  and  dairymen  have  done  much  jiood  in  an 
educational  way.  The  committee  do  not  claim  any  (»riginality  in 
these  circulars,  and  have  given  due  credit  to  the  originator. 

We  know  of  numerous  instan<?es  where  the  reading  of  these 
'circulars  and  othcT  literature  hae  led  the  owners  of  herds  to 
undertake  measures  that  have  purified  their  herds  of  all  taint 
of  tubt»rculous  diiseas(\  The  committee  have  worked  along  edu- 
cational lines  in  the  way  of  increasing  the  literature  relating  to 
tuberculosis,  as  they  have  each  at  various  times  written  pa|K»rs 
and  read  th<»m  bef(»re  local  and  national  sanitary  conferences. 
The«(^  hav(»  been  widely  published,  and  may  serve  some  pur|K)'<e 
in  bringing  alM>ut  a  purer  milk  and  meat  supply. 

We  desire  to  pres^mt  two  essa>'B  with  our  r4»i>ort  of  the  year's 
work,  viz.:  "  Some  nieasun^s  h^s(»ning  the  infection  and  spread  of 
tuberculosis'',  by  Dr.  Jones;  and  "Bovine  tubt^culoeis,  itw  re- 
lation lo  (he  iMibli<*  health'',  by  l>r.  Kmith.  both  of  whi<h  are 
apiM»nded. 

Because  of  the  small  fund  avaihible  for  our  uses  then*  has  be«*n 
no  syst(»matic  (examination  of  I'he  herds  of  (he  state  nv  effort  on 
our  part  to  hunt  uj)  dis<^se<l  or  infcn^ted  herds.  It  has  been  move 
tlian  we  could  do  to  give  attention  to  herds  rei)orted  to  us  as 
diseased.  We  have  had  constantly  on  hand  a  stock  of  tuberculin 
from  the  State  veterinary  college  at  Ithaca,  whi<h  we  have  fur- 
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iiislicd  Avitboiit  fbiir^4*  laij^cly  tu  cattle  i^wiicrs  wlio  arc  willing 
to  have  their  catlle  tesUni  at  their  own  exiK»n«e,  and  furnish  us 
with  a  detailed  report  of  the  test  on  our  blanks. 

In  this  way  manj  herds  and  isolated  animals  have  been  tested 
and  quite  a  large  number  of  diseased  cattle  detected,  and  it  is 
gratifying  to  note  that  most  dairymen  testing  their  herds  at  their 
own  expense  have  willingly  waived  the  matter  of  state  indemnity 
and  themselves  destroyed  those  animals  found  diseased. 

Wlien  our  inspector  has  found  diseased  cattle,  and  the  owner 
requested  it,  or  willingly  permitted  it,  we  have  had  such  diseased 
cattle  destroyed  as  soon  as  possible,  and  when  diiseaflsed  cattle 
have  been  appraised  the  owner  in  each  case  has  been  requested 
to  sign  a  statement  the  following  of  which  is  a  copy: 

"  F.  W.  Smith,  Secretary  Tuberculosis  Committee,  Syracuse^  N.  T.: 
N,  r.: 

"  We  hereby  ask  that  our  herd  of  cattle  be  appraised  and  sub- 
mitted to  the  tuberculin  test  and  that  all  diseased  cattle  be 
slaughtered  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  Public  health  law 
relating  to  bovine  tuberculosis. 

"  We  make  this  request  fully  understanding  the  fact  that  there 
are  no  state  funds  available  at  this  time  for  the  payment  of 
aw^ards  for  tuberculous  cattle  destroyed. 

"  If  our  ixM^uest  is  granted  we  will  pay  the  State  coraptroJler 
the  expense  of  appraisal,  furnish  at  our  own  expense  butchers  for 
the  expeditious  slaughter  of  the  cattle,  and  bury  the  carcasses 
sufficiently  deep  to  prevent  contamination  of  the  superficial  soil. 

"(Signed  this day  of ,  18»9.)" 

After  this  agreement  has  been  signed  and  the  cattle  tested,  ap- 
praised and  destroyed,  we  have  given  the  owner  an  award  acoord- 
ing  to  the  provisions  of  section  4  of  the  Public  health  law. 

Where  owners  of  tuberculous  cattle  have  not  been  willing  to 
destroy  such  cattle  themselves  or  objected  to  our  destPv  ying  them, 
they  have  been  reported  to  the  nearest  health  officer  having  juris- 
diction, and  he  charged  with  maintaining  them  in  quarantine,  and 
preventing  the  sale  or  use  for  food  of  their  products. 
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The  following  awards  have  been  granted  for  tuberculous  cattle 
destroyed: 


NAME  OP  OWNBB 


PredBowen 

J.  S.  Ashworth 

T.  Kinnford 

A.  0.  DeGMrmo 

EnMoe  My«rt 

Robert  Hooker 

Mrt  Kittie  Cameron 
De W«yoe  Brown — 

John  McOftrry 

William  Parsons .  .. 
L-BlUsitSon 


Residence 


Boonrille 

Otisrille 

Oswesro 

Sohaylerville . . 
CnddelMMskville 

Westford 

Brasher  Palls.. 
K.  Pharsalla... 

GardJner 

Paf  rmonnt 

Laona  


N  amber 
destroyed 


6 
2 
0 
5 
3 

14 
2 

21 

)3 
I 

25 


Amount, 
oi  award 


f 187  00 
40  00 

190  00 
07  60 
42  00 

180  00 
50  00 

40«  00 

S88  75 
25  00 

408  50 


Many  di^eaised  or  suspected  herds  or  isolated  animals  have  been 
repoirted  to  us  which  we  have  not  examined,  either  because  we 
had  not  suflBcient  fundis  or  because  of  the  vigorous  objection  on 
the  part  of  the  owner,  on  learning  that  no  funds  were  available 
for  the  payment  of  indemnities  for  cattle  destroyed.  We  have 
also  met  with  in  several  instances  the  vig<)ix>u«  objection©  or 
protests  agajn^i^t  our  examination  of  di»<*ased  or  suspected  herds, 
on  the  part  of  owners  who  have  followed  closely  the  hearings  of 
the  New  York  assembly  investigating  committee,  which  hearings 
have  brought  forth  questionable  statements  from  many  people 
that  have  no  right  to  recognition  as  authorities  on  sanitary, 
medical  or  pathological  science,  and  wlio  have  not  to  any  con-, 
siderable  degree  adhered  to  established  facts  or  logical  conclu- 
sions, and  who  have  seemingly  diligently  endeavored  to  create  a 
sentiment  contrary  to  facts  well  establish(»d  by  the  highest  au- 
thorities known  to  nuHHral  srience  n^garding  bovine  tuberculosis, 
and  the  transmission  of  tuberculous  di-seaFc  from  cattle  to  man. 

Because  some  people  are  found  who  have  been  known  to  con- 
sume tuberculous  milk  or  meat  without  contracting  tuborculous 
disease,  they  iseek  to  prove  by  thiis  that  the  disease  is  not  so 
transmitted.  Even  if  this  transmissibility  could  not  be  proven  it 
is  no  argument  in  favor  of  eating  or  feeding  the  tubercle  bacillus 
to  man  or  beast. 
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It  i»  undoubtedly  the  minority  of  healthy  adults  that  will  con- 
tract or  succumb  to  infectious  disease,  and  this  being  so  rendei« 
the  more  reprehensible  our  failure  to  prevent  the  spread  of 
disease  by  infection.  Indeed,  some  human  families  i^eem  to  be 
exempt  from  certain  infectious  diseases  and  this  is  notably  so  in 
bovine  animals. 

Whole  families  in  a  herd  are  sometimes  condemned  as  tuber- 
culous, while  other  families  in  the  same  herd  seem  to  be  exempt 
from  the  possibilities  of  infection  by  reason  of  some  inherent  per- 
sonality. 

One  veterinarian  whose  testimony  seems  to  have  been  made 
much  of,  particularly  by  the  agricultural  papers,  claims  that  it 
has  not  been  proven  that  human  tuberculosis  was  ever  the  result 
of  infection  from  cattle,  either  by  inhalation  of  the  germ  or  the 
ingestion  of  the  products  of  diseased  cattle,  and  to  aid  his  asser 
tions  he  erroneously  quotes  recognized  authority  to  the  effect  that 
**  coincidence  is  the  only  thing  that  could  be  established  in  such 
cii-ses."  This  same  man  cannot  deny  that  the  milk  of  rows  with 
tiibereiilous  udders  does  contain  the  tubercle  bacillus,  neither 
ran  he  deny  that  the  milk  of  cattle  having  generalized  tuber- 
culosis with  no  perceptible  disease  of  the  udd(T  doe»  also  <'ontain 
the  bacillus. 

Evidence  favoring  infection  from  cattle  to  man  is  in  the  nature 
of  things  circumstantial,  but  it  is  notwithstanding  plentiful  and 
overwhelmingly  convincing. 

Experimental  infection  or  inoculation  of  man  is  of  course  im- 
possible, and  it  is  behind  this  rock  that  skeptics  evidently  think 
they  can  safely  hide;  and  like  the  young  partridge  who,  when 
danger  threatens,  hides  his  head  under  a  leaf  and  leaves  his  body 
exposed,  evidently  thinking  because  he  cannot  see  others  will  not. 
Evidently  lie  has  not  learned  that  evidence  far  more  conclusive 
than  the  single  experiment  he  so  much  desires,  has  been  often 
and  repeatedly  obtained  by  experimental  infection  of  the  bovine 
animal  from  man.  Tuberculosis  is  an  infectious  disease  and  its 
only  cause  in  the  human  or  lower  animals  is  the  living  germ,  the 
tubercle  bncillus. 
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The  general  characteristics  of  the  bovine  and  human  tuber- 
culous germ  have  long  since  been  pronounced  identical.  The  very- 
slight  variations  of  the  germ  found  in  the  different  animal  speciee 
always  disappear  and  become  identical  when  propagated  in  the 
same  species. 

Few  people  are  blessed  with  continuous  perfect  health  and 
good  digestion.  Many  people,  while  they  do  not  inherit  disease, 
have  been  given  as  a  heritage  a  low  vitality  or  predisposition  to 
disease,  while  the  environment  of  others  places  them  in  the  same 
position.  It  is  these  unfortunates  which  form  a  majority  In  cer- 
tain localities  in  our  large  cities  that  readily  fall  a  prey  to  disease 
germs. 

Good  authority  attributes  one-fifth  of  all  deaths  occurring  in 
infants  fed  on  millv  to  tuberculosis  in  its  various  fonuvs.  The 
location  of  the  disease  in  many  cases  points  ('learly  to  the  ali- 
mentary canal  as  the  channel  of  infection.  Young  child r(»n  more 
r<»adily  succumb  to  the  inrojids  of  the  tubercle  ba<'illuH  because 
of  their  weaker  dig<*«tive  iK>wers  and  alkaline  condition  of  thdr 
digestive  secretions,  which  do  not  have  the  proi>erly  of  (b'slroy- 
ing  the  g<*rms  when  taken  with  the  foo<l. 

We  can  cite  numerous  instances  coming  to  <Hir  knowledge  of 
undoubted  tuberculous  infection  of  human  beings  from  the  milk 
of  tul)erculous  cattle,  and  beg  leave  to  cite  the  reiK)rt  of  nmny 
authentic  cases  from  such  authorities  as  Martin,  Frothingham, 
Cruikshank,  Tschering,  Osier,  Bailey,  of  Portland  Me.,  and  Gor- 
don and  Gage,  of  Massachusetts.     Many  others  might  be  named. 

The  reports  and  numbers  of  diseased  cattle  that  have  come  to 
us  during  the  past  year  and  the  results  of  our  work  jn  the  ex- 
amination of  diseased  or  suspected  herds  should  show  con- 
clusively the  urgent  need  for  continuing  the  work  on  a  much 
larger  scale  than  our  limited  means  have  permitted  our  doing 
during  the  past  year. 

We  firmly  believe  that  the  work  of  continuing  the  suppression 
of  tuberculosis  in  this  state  should  be  continu(Ml  in  the  hands 
of  (he  Stal(»  IUkinI  of  J  {call  h,  which  l»oard  is  in  c.losrsl  and  con- 
stant ronuuuuication  with  local  lH)ards  and  health  olliccrs.  who 
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are  the  sentinels  and  guai*dians  of  the  public  health,  and  to 
whom  the  knowledge  of  diseased  or  suspected  cattle  is  first  likely 
to  come,  and  that  this  great  and  important  matter  should  not 
be  in  the  control  of  <*>attlemen,  whose  interests  commercially  are 
too  directly  allied  with  the  dairymen,  or  their  industries. 

The  present  law  relating  to  the  control  of  bovine  tuberculosis 
w^e  believe  is  good  and  all  sufficient,  except  in  one  particular. 
We  believe  that  the  law  should  be  so  amended  as  to  permit  the 
State  Board  of  Health  to  examine  all  dairy  cattle  -coming  into 
the  state,  with  the  privilege  of  destroying  those  found  diseased, 
or  to  require  that  all  imported  cattle  be  accompanied  by  a  certifi- 
cate of  health,  signed  by  competent  authority  vouched  for  by 
piK)per  authorities  in  the  state  from  whence  they  come. 

We  res|>ectfully  recommend  that  the  State  Board  of  Health 
be  granted  for  the  continuance  of  this  work  for  the  coming  year 
the  sum  of  $50,000,  to  be  used  in  examining  herds  that  supply 
milk  to  all  the  large  cities  in  the  state,  and  paying  indemnities 
for  cattle  condemned  and  destroyed. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

S.  CASE  JONES,  M.  D., 

Chairman 
FRED'K  W.  SMITH,  M.  D., 
Svcrelary^  tuhercitlosis  committee,  ^tatc  Board  of  Health 

BOVINE  TUBER(airX)SlS;  ITS  RELATION  TO  THE  PUBLIC 

HEALTH 

A  great  deal  of  discussion  has  of  late  appeared  in  print  on 
the  subject  of  bovine  tuberculosis  and  its  relation  to  the  public 
health,  and  because  of  the  fact  that  many  of  the  statements 
made  in  public  print  in  reference  to  this  matter  have  been  ex- 
travagant, and  not  in  accordance  with  known  facts  and  existing 
conditions,  the  whole  matter  has  in  certain  localities  fallen  into 
disrepute. 

This  is  most  unfortunate,  because  the  matter  is  of  great  and 
vital  imiM)rtan('e,  both  to  the  jMiblic  health  and  the  commercial 
interests  of  one  of  our  givatest  induK(ri<»s.  The  commercial  in- 
terests involved,  however,  while  large,  are  only  secondary.     It 
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is  very  evident  that  tliere  exists  a  ji;(»nei"al  deuiaiid  for  informa- 
tion on  this  subject,  and  the  question  of  most  intercut  is  \vh<*ther 
o-r  not  the  use  for  food  of  the  produirts  of  tuberculous  cattle  is 
dangerous  to  human  life  and  health. 

Tuberculosis  is  an  infectious  disease,  and  its"only  cause  is  the 
living  germ — the  tubercle  bacillus.  It  has  been  rei>eatedly 
demonstrated  by  authorities  of  unquestioned  repute,  and  is  ad- 
mitted by  all  who  have  any  knowledge  of  the  subject,  that  the 
flesh  and  milk  of  tuberculous  cattle  does  contain  this  germ, 
and  that  tuberculosis  in  the  lower  animals  is  i^adily  produced, 
accidentally  or  experimentally  by  inoculation  of  feeding  tubercle 
bacillus  from  cattle  to  man. 

There  are  continually  being  brought  to  our  attention,  unques- 
tioned instances  of  tuberculous  infection  of  calves  and  swine, 
by  drinking  the  milk  of  tuberculous  cattle,  and  such  infection 
has  been  often  produced  experimentally. 

It  is  conceded  that  the  general  characteristics  of  tuberculosis 
and  the  (germ  that  cause®  this  disease  in  cattle  and  man  are 
identical.  These  facts  have  become  i>ositive  by  long  continued 
careful  observations  and  repeated  experiments  on  the  lower 
animals,  and  they  are  now  so  universally  accepted  by  scientific 
men  the  world  over  that  there  ought  not  to  be  any  necessity  for 
further  demonstrations  to  prove  to  skeptical  people  that  tuber- 
culosis can  be  transmitted  from  cattle  to  man. 

Dr.  D.  B.  Salmon,  of  the  Bureau  of  animal  industry  at  Wash- 
ington, D.  C,  who  has  long  been  a  careful  observer  and  has 
done  much  experimental  and  practical  work,  in  a  recent  pai>er 
entitled  "  Identity  of  the  tuberculosis  of  man  and  animals " 
flays:  "  The  tuberculosis  of  fish,  of  mammals  and  of  birds  is  one 
and  the  same  disease,  and  although  differing  in  some  important 
features  when  affecting  these  different  kinds  of  animals,  these 
differences  are  only  superficial,  and  may  be  caused  to  disappear 
by  forcing  all  varieties  of  bacilli  to  live  and  multiply  under 
identical  conditions. 

"  We  may  admit  that  infection  occurs  more  easily  from  person 
to  person,  or  from  one  bovine  animal  to  another,  than  from  the 
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liuiuaii  f(i  tin*  l)(»viiie.  IV^ssiMv  llir  buviiio  bai'illiiH  luii.v  iiot 
oasily  !)(»  trauHf(*rr(Ml  to  iiiankiiul,  and  this  may  have  souielhiuj; 
to  do  ill  p linen ting^  universal  infection  from  tuberculous  milk. 
But  there  is  nothing  in  the  facts  rec*orded  which  would  warrant 
the  conf^lusion  that  bovine  tuberculosis  is  not  transmissible  to 
man,  or  that  the  characters  of  the  baeilli  obtained  from  sputum 
prove  the  infection  was  from  a  human,  and  not  from  an  animal 
source. 

"This  disease  is  more  easily  communicated  between  certain 
species  of  animals  than  between  others,  but  wherever  the  living 
tubercle  bacilli  are  allowed  to  exist  and  vegetate,  there  it  is 
safe  to  conclude  is  a  source  of  serious  danger  for  mankind,  and 
the  more  susceptible  species  of  animals." 

It  is  obviously  impossible  to  prove  by  direct  experimentation 
that  human  tuberculosis  can  be  produced  by  consuming  the 
products  of  tuberculous  cattle,  and  because  thiti  has  not  been 
done  a  few  unreasonable  people  will  refuse  to  believe  or  admit 
that  the  disease  can  be  so  transmitted.  Circumstantial  evidence, 
however,  is  plentiful,  and  very  convincing  and  careful  observing 
physicians  have  reported  many  cases  of  death  from  tuberculasis 
whei'e  (he  subject  has  been  known  to  use  the  milk  of  tuberculous 
cattle,  and  where  it  has  been  possible  to  eliminate  all  other 
sources  of  infection,  or  predisi>osing  causes,  such  as  heredity  or 
environment. 

Prof.  C.  E.  Thorne,  of  the  Ohio  experiment  station,  concludes 
a  rerent  bulletin  on  the  subj(Hit  as  follows:  "The  development 
of  tubei(!ulosi{5  in  the  human  subject  has  followed  in  so  many 
cases  upon  the  use  of  milk  and  meat  of  tuberculous  cattle,  that 
there  is  no  room  to  doubt  that  the  disease  is  transmitted  from 
cattle  to  man  in  this  manner.'^ 

Skeptics  have  been  heard  to  say  that  they  have  known  of  a 
whole  family  who  drank  for  a  long  time  the  milk  from  a  dairy 
of  tuberculous  cows,  and  not  one  of  the  family  contracted  the 
disease,  and  hence  they  cannot  be  convinced  that  drinking  the 
milk  of  tuberculous  cows  will  cause  tuberculosis  in  man. 
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We  readily  admit  that  this  may  have  occurred  and  may  occur 
again,  and  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  I  believe  it  is  possible 
for  some  people  of  robust  constitutions  and  vigorous  powers  to 
consume  with  impunity  for  an  indefinite  period  or  so  long  as 
they  remain  in  vigorous  h(*allh,  milk  or  meat  containing  the  liv- 
ing tubercle  bacillus,  but  all  iK»ople  cannot  do  so  without  danger. 

Few  people  are  blesst^d  with  continuous  perftnt  health  and 
good  digestion.  Many  people,  while  they  do  not  inherit  disease, 
have  given  them  as  a  heritage  a  low  vitality  or  predisposition  to 
disease,  while  the  environment  of  others  places  them  in  the  same 
position. 

It  is  these  unfortunates  which  probably  make  up  a  majority 
of  mankind  that  readily  fall  a  prey  to  disease  germs.  Young 
children  more  readily  succumb  to  the  inroads  of  the  tubercle 
bacillus  because  of  their  weaker  digestive  powers  and  alkaline 
condition  of  their  digestive  secretions  which  do  not  have  the 
property  of  destroying  the  germ  when  taken  with  the  food. 

As  a  result  of  extended  personal  observation,  I  am  thoroughly 
convinced  that  it  is  impossible  for  the  most  skilled  observer  to 
arrive  at  a  definite  knowledge  of  the  true  condition,  or  the  ex- 
tent and  duration  of  the  disease  in  many  tuberculous  cows  until 
they  are  slaughtered;  so  that  if  it  is  determined  to  utilize  for 
food,  beef  cattle  that  have  reacted  to  the  tuberculin  test  and 
that  do  not  show  the  disease  by  physical  signs,  they  should  only 
be  slaughtered  under  the  most  competent,  careful  and  conscien- 
tious inspection. 

I  would  under  no  circumstance  advise  the  use  of  the  milk  of 
cattle  known  to  be  affected  with  tuberculosis  or  that  had  reacted 
to  the  tuberculin  test,  no  matter  how  slight  the  dis<*ase  may  ap- 
pear to  be. 

It  is  generally  admitted  that  the  milk  of  cows  with  tuberculous 
udders  does  contain  the  tubercle  bacillus.  It  is  also  well  known 
and  proven  that  the  milk  of  cattle  having  generalized  tuber- 
culosis with  no  perceptible  disease  of  the  udder  does  also  con- 
tain (he  tubercle  bacillus. 
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A  recent  report  by  Keuipuer  of  the  veterinary  school  of  Berlin 
shows  that  the  milk  of  10  out  of  15  cows  reacting  to  the  tnber- 
culin  test,  and  showinj?  no  evidence  of  disease,  except  as  shown 
by  the  reaction  to  tuberculin,  contained  the  tubercle  bacillus; 
and  the  virulem*e  of  their  milk  was  proven  by  inoculation  ex- 
IK*riments. 

(>f  course,  it  is  unfair  to  charge  the  poor  cow  with  being  the 
cause  of  all  human  tuberculosis,  but  existing  facts  and  condi- 
tions warrant  us  in  asserting  that  she  is  guilty  of  causing  a 
large'  share  of  human  suffering  and  distress  from  this  temble 
and  dreaded  disease. 

In  the  past  decade  over  130,000  lives  have  been  lost  in  New 
York  state  alone,  and  a  much  larger  number  have  suffered  from 
it  either  by  infection  or  commercial  loss.  This  is  the  more  ap- 
palling because  the  disease  is  a  preven^table  one. 

Good  authority  attributes  one-fifth  of  all  deaths  occurring  in 
infants  fed  on  milk  to  tuberculosis  in  its  various  forms.  The 
location  of  the  disease  in  many  cases  points  clearly  to  the  ali- 
mentary canal  as  the  channel  of  infection.  Dr.  Woodhead  by 
his  experiments  and  observations  arrives  at  the  conclusion: 
"  That  in  children  at  least,  general  tuberculous  infection  is  in 
many,  very  many,  cases  to  be  traced  to  the  ingestion  of  infected 
milk.  It  is  not  necessary  that  a  local  lesion  of  the  alimentary 
canal  should  be  produced. 

"  The  bacillus  may  run  the  gauntlet  of  the  lymphoid  tissue  of 
the  phai'nyx  and  intestine  to  finally  establish  itself  in  the 
mesentery  curvical,  or  trachio-bronchial  glands  from  which,  by 
a  process  of  extension  or  secondary  infection,  tuberculosis  of  the 
peritoneum,  the  lungs  or  a  generalized  tuberculosis  may  ensue." 

Inasmuch  a®  meat  and  milk  are  the  most  universal  articles  of 
diet,  it  goes  without  saying  that  every  safeguard  should  be 
thrown  out  to  insure  their  purity  and'  wholesomeness.  Milk  con- 
tains in  nearly  proper  proportions  all  the  elements  of  a  perfect 
food,  and  we  must  depend  largely  upon  it  for  nourishment  in  all 
the  critical  periods  of  life.  It  is  the  b(»st  iKK^Jsible  substitute  for 
mothers'  milk  for  infant  feeding,  and  gives   b<^t    i-esults   when 
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taken  fresh  and  in  its  normal  state,  and  is  much  to  be  i)TefeiTed 
for  rearing  infants  to  any  of  the  much  lauded  so-called  infant 
foods. 

Cooking  milk  at  the  temperature  of  170°  for  a  period  of  20 
minutes,  undoubtedly  destroys*  the  t  ubercle  bacillus,  but  we 
prefer  to  know  that  the  milk  we  consume  is  drawn  from  healthy 
cattle  and  kept  free  from  contamination  than  to  know  we  are 
eating  disease  germ«  rendered  harmless  by  excessive  heat;  be- 
side^ this,  heating  milk  injuries  its  nutritive  properties  and 
rendens  it  indigestible,  and  aside  from  its  not  being  as  readily 
aseimdlated,  it  will  in  some  infants  cause  scrobutus  and  other  de- 
generative diseases. 

We  are  aware  that  recognized  authorities  have  said  that  pro- 
ducts of  tuberculous  cattle  in  certain  stages  of  disease  can  be 
safely  used  for  food.  While  this  may  be  true  it  is  certainly  taking 
dangerous  ground,  and  to  advocate  such  procedure  is  assuming 
great  responsibility.  Of  course,  in  cattle  suffering  from  in- 
cipient tuberculous  disease,  the  lesions  of  disease  are  usually  con- 
fined to  the  viscera,  which  are  removed  when  the  animal  is 
slaughtered!;  probably  such  animals  can  be  safely  used  for  food- 
beef;  besides  beef  is  usually,  though  not  always  sufficiently, 
cooked  to  destroy  disease  germs. 

Tuberculous  cattle  having  generalized  tuberculosis  or  broken 
down  or  suppurating  lesions  should  under  no  circumstances  or 
conditions  be  utilized  for  food.  There  is  plenty  of  evidence  that 
bovine  tuberculosis  is  more  prevalent  now  than  formerly.  The 
reason  for  this  is  apparent.  With  the  gi'owth  of  our  population 
has  cotoe  an  increased  dennand  for  dairy  products  and  to  meet 
this  demand  large  herds  have  been  kept  more  closely  stabled 
than  formerly,  espt^cially  in  the  vicinity  of  the  larger  cities,  and 
every  effort  ha»  Iveen  made  to  produce  the  largest  and  longest 
flow  of  milk,  thus  lowering  the  vitality  of  the  cattle  and  making 
them  more  susceptible  to  the  inroads  of  di«eas(». 

Besides  this  farmers  have  not  as  a  rule  recognized  the  in- 
fectious nature  of  the  diseai»e  and  so  have  not  realized  the  neces- 
sity of  preventing  the  tf^jiread  of  infection  by  the  prompt  removal 
from  their  herds  of  all  animals  as  soon  as  they  show  indications 
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of  unthriftiness,  so  tliat  with  tlie  increase  of  close  stabling  and 
high  feeding,  it  is  no  wonder  that  the  disease  ha»  of  late  years 
increased. 

The  extent  to  which  thiB  disease  exists  in  cattle  diflPers  widely 
in  different  localities  and  depends  much  upon  their  environment, 
as  well  as  upon  direct  infection.  It  is  a  fact  beginning  to  be 
realized  that  cattle  need  pure  water,  sunlight,  fresh  air  and  a 
plentiful  amount  of  exercise  in  order  to  be  healthful  and  resist 
disease.  The  dark,  damp  basement  stables  so  common  on  many 
of  our  best  farms  are  often  hotbeds  of  pollution  and  breeding 
places  of  disease. 

The  percentage  of  tuberculous  cattle  in  this  state  is  placed  in 
a  conservative  estiniaite  at  about  seven  per  cent  of  the  entire 
number,  and  as  has  been  before  stated,  the  matter  of  bovine 
tuberculosis  is  not  alone  a  sanitary  question,  but  is  rapidly  as- 
suming a  commercial  aspect,  and  if  proper  legislation  is  not  soon 
enacted  to  insure  its  suppression,  the  dairy  interests  of  our  state, 
representing  one  of  our  greatest  industries,  is  sure  to  suffer 
serious  loss. 

In  the  month  of  January  last  our  department  examined  16 
herds  in  which  over  40  per  cent  were  diseased.  Our  inspec- 
tors find  where  a  badly  diseased  cow  has  been  known  to  exist 
in  a  herd  for  a  period  of  a  year  or  more  a  considerable  number 
of  apparently  healthy  cattle  are  sure  to  be  found  affected^  show- 
ing as  plainly  as  it  is  possible  to  show,  we  believe,  the  virulence 
of  the  infectiousness  of  this  disease  in  cattle. 

Since  January  1,  under  the  supervision  of  our  departpient, 
there  have  been  examined  and  tuberculin  tested  41>17  head  of 
cattle,  of  which  491  or  a  trifle  under  10  per  cent  of  the  entire 
number  were  found  tuberculous.  The  slaughter  and  autopsies  of 
these  cattle  have  always  demonstrated  the  great  value  and 
accuracy  of  tuberculin  as  a  diagnostic  agent,  and  have  never 
failed  to  convince  the  most  *;keptical  that  tuln^rculosis  exists. 

To  illuHtrate  the  character  of  some  of  the  practical  and  educa- 
tional work  our  depjirtment  is  doing,  I  will  read  an  extract  from 
the  Country  (Jcntlenuw's  it^port  of  (he  slaughter  in  Syracuse 
in  July  last  of  a  herd  of  21  tuberculous  cattle,  the  edit  or  of  this 
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paper  being  present  as  a  witness,  together  with  about  4iM)  others, 
largely  cattle  owners,  veterinarians  and  physicians:  ^'The 
slaughter  occupied  about  four  hours.  The  post-moirtem  examina- 
tions were  conducted  by  Dr.  Turner,  of  Syracuse,  assisted  by 
Frof.  James  Law,  of  Cornell  university.  Nothing  was  left  un- 
done to  make  the  inspection,  slaughter  and  post-mortem  exami- 
nations a  success. 

''The  deductions  to  be  drawn  from  this  test  are:  (1)  That 
tuberculin  can  be  relied  on  to  diagnose  tuberculosis.  (2)  That 
the  animals  killed  were  a  menace  to  the  public  health,  and  that 
the  state  tuberculosis  committee  were  justified  in  quarantining 
this  herd.  (3)  That  to  protect  the  consumers  of  this  state  from 
UBwholesome  milk  and  diseased  meat,  the  work  of  cattle  inspec- 
tion should  be  vigorously  prosecuted  along  reasonable  lines." 

This  is  from  a  journal  that  has  with  most  other  agricultural 
papers  heretofore  taken  a  stand  antagonistic  to  approved  methods 
advocated  for  the  Suppression  of  this  disease  in  cattle,  and  has 
advised  that  the  suppression  of  bovine  tuberculosis  was  only 
worthy  of  consideration  as  a  oommeroial  problem,  and  its  future 
management  should  be  in  the  hands  of  a  commission  composed 
of  practical  cattlemen  and  veterinarians  instead  of  the  State 
Board  of  Health. 

During  the  past  winter  the  Syracuse  board  of  health  passed  an 
ordinance  requiring  all  producers  of  or  dealers  in  milk  to  fur- 
nish that  department  on  or  before  April  1  with  a  certificate  of 
health  of  all  cattle  supplying  milk  sold  within  its  jurisdiction, 
the  certificate  to  be  signed  by  a  competent  veterinarian  who 
should  be  approved  by  the  board  of  health. 

The  tuberculin  test  was  required  and  ownei'S  were  obliged  to 
stand  the  expense  of  the  lest.  Tuberculin  was  furnished  by  our 
department  on  condition  that  we  received  a  rei>ort  of  all  tests 
on  our  own  temperatui'e  charts.  Very  nearly  the  entire  milk 
supply  was  tested,  in  all  about  5(KM>  cattle,  resulting  in  the  con- 
demnation of  ab^mt  five  per  cent  of  the  entire  number.  Most  of 
the  condt^nuied  animals  pwbably  found  their  way  to  the  sk lighter 
house  and  were  utilized  for  beef.  A  number  of  ap|)areutly  healthy 
animuls,  how<'V(T,  weiv  found  in  iiu  advanced  staj^e  of  disease 
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when  slaughtered,  and  their  carcasses  were  dest-rojed.  It  i« 
gratifying  to  note  that  a  number  of  towns  and  municipalities  in 
the  is-tate  have  taken  similar  action  to  that  taken  by  Syracuse. 

Is  it  possible  to  keep  dairy  herds  free  from  tuberculoei®?  It 
certainly  is  possible,  with  reasonable  care  and  watchfulness  on 
the  part  of  the  owner;  but  the  fact  remain-s  that  a  majority  of 
cattle  owners,  either  from  ignorance,  lack  of  interest,  or  fear  of 
pecuniary  loss,  will  not  yet  exercise  necessary  ^care,  either  for 
their  own  protection  or  the  protection  of  those  consuming  their 
dairy  products. 

Ail  dairies  ishould  be  tuberculin  tested  at  least  once  a  year,  and 
if  suspicious  animals  are  found,  they  should  be  promptly  removed 
from  the  herd.  Additions  to  the  herd  should  only  be  made  of 
cattle  that  have  successfully  paseed  thi«  test.  A  tuberoulooB 
person  should  never  be  allowed  to  care  for  cattle,  or  to  work 
about  stables  or  dairies.  An  observance  of  these  rules  and  a  rea- 
sonable amount  of  attention  to  stable  sanitation  will  soon  bring 
about  desired  results. 

As  a  strong  factor  in  preventing  the  danger  from  bovine  tuber- 
culofiis  such  municipal  action  as  will  control  the  sale  of  both 
meat  and  milk,  and  insure  competent  inspection  of  abattoirs  and 
dairies  is  most  desirable  and  important.  It  has  heretofore  been 
imx)ossible  to  induce  the  Legislature  to  appropriate  necessary 
funds  to  properly  carry  on  this  important  work. 

What  is  most  needed  to  favor  the  general  suppression  of  this 
arch-destroyer  of  human  life  is  a  more  vigorous  public  sentiment 
favoring  restrictive  measures  for  both  cattle  and  man;  physicians 
and  medical  fraternities  must  develop  it.  When  this  is  realized 
there  will  follow  as  a  natural  sequence  necessary  legislative  en- 
actment. 

HOME    MEASURES    LESSENING    THE    INFECTION    AND 

SPREAD  OP  TUBERCULOSIS 

The  crusade  against  tuberculosis  is  being  carried  forward 
slowly  and  surely  in  the  right  direction_,  inasmnch  as  sanitarians 
and  the  medical  profession  in  general  at  the  present  time  recog- 
nize it  to  be  caused  by  a  living  organism — the  tubercle  bacillus. 
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It  is,  therefore,  an  infectious  disease,  and  the  only  true  nietiiod  to 
pursue  is  to  destroy  oretamp  out  the  infectious  bacillus,  and  thus 
prevent  the  ravages  of  tuberculosis. 

Too  much  praise  cannot  be  given  to  those  who  are  educating 
the  tuberculous  patient  not  to  expectorate  at  random  about 
©treets  or  buildings,  but  that  the  sputum  must  be  disinfected, 
and  that  pure  air  and  cleanliness  are  potent  factors  in  bringing 
about  a  recovery. 

I  wish  to  call  your  attention  to  measures  that  would  prevent 
the  spread  of  tuberculosis  by  having  a  perfei^tly  wholesome  milk 
and  meat  supply,  and  I  shall  do  thi&  by  asking  your  attention  to 
a  paper  that  I  read  before  the  Conference  of  State  and  Provincial 
Boards  of  Health  of  North  America,  upon  a  question  proposed 
by  the  province  of  Quebec,  as  follows: 

*'A  state  or  province,  not  being  ready,  for  various  reasons,  to 
undertake  the  complete  and  progressive  eradication  of  tuber- 
culosis among  cattle,  as  undertaken  in  other  states,  its  state  or 
provincial  board  wishes,  at  least,  to  have  sufficient  laws  to  enable 
it  to  protect  in  a  fair  measure  milk  and  meat  supply.  What 
legislative  enactments  (clauses  ready  for  presentation  to  Legls- 
lature  desired)  w^ould  be  fairly  adequate  to  this  end? 

"The  proposition  presented  by  the  pi-ovincial  board  of  health 
of  Quebec  for  diseussion  by  this  conference  has  been  submitted 
for  my  consideration,  with  the  request  that  I  shall  pi^pare  a  paper 
to  be  read  before  you. 

"If  boards  of  health  have  any  function  in  a  commonwealth, 
they  are  charged  with  the  duty,  and  should  be  given  legal  au- 
thority, of  protecting  the  public,  so  far  as  may  be  possible,  against 
the  ravages  of  disease  and  death: 

"  They  must  warn  the  public  continually  of  the  dangers  which 
threaten  life  and  health  from  unsanitarv  conditions;  thev  must 
urge  medical  fraternities  to  disseminate  among  the  laity  a  proper 
knowledge  of  infectious  dtseasi^s;  they  must  instruct  local  au- 
thorities in  the  bent  methods  of  abating  nuisances,  and  of  stamp- 
ing out  infecticHi;  ni<n'o  than  this,  they  must  not  be  simply  an 
index  finger  pointing  the  way,  they  must  be  given  the  power  and 
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uieans  to  compel  tbo«e  who  disregard  the  fundaineutal  priiui|ke8 
of  public  hygiene  to  walk  therein. 

"  First — Let  the  stale  board  warn  the  public  of  the  dangers 
tliat  arise  from  the  spread  of  infectiouH  diseases. 

**  Tliesi*  dangers  the  public  must  accept  largely  from  the  con- 
wientiouw  statements  of  those  whose  knowledge  is  derlv(*tl  fnnii 
special  invt^tigations  and  lalwratory  deductions. 

"  S<nKmd — The  state  boards  must  be  given  authority  and  suf- 
ficient money  appi'opriations  to  enfon^e  the  laws  which  pi*ovide 
for  the  grt-ates-t  security  of  life  and  saving  of  property. 

**  During  the  past  decade  13(>,(MH)  have  died  of  tuberculosis  iu 
Kew  York  state  and  more  than  one-third  of  the  entire  population 
has  suffered  loss,  pecuniary  or  otherwise^  from  the  wide  dissemi- 
nation of  this  infectious  disease.  A  single  example  will  show  the 
prevalence  of  tuberculosis  among  dairy  cattle.  The  city  of  Syra- 
cuse passed  an  ordinance  last  year,  upon  the  recommendations 
of  the  board  of  health,  requiring  all  herds  from  which  milk  waa 
sold  to  be  tu'berculin  tested. 

**  Since  January  1,  1890,  4117  cattle  have  been  examined,  and 
378  out  of  that  number  were  condemned  and  quarantined,  a  little 
less  than  10  per  cent  of  the  total  number  examined.  Autopsies 
revealed  the  existence  of  generalized  tuberculosis  in  many  of 
these  cows. 

"The  enactment  of  the  laws  suppressing  bovine  tut)erculo8i© 
can  only  be  secured  by  arousing  [)ublic  sentiment  and  convincing 
communities  that  tuberculosis  is  caused  by  a  definite,  specific, 
living  organism,  the  tubercle  bacillus.  People  must  be  taught 
that  this  virulent  germ  is  bred  and  disseminated  both  by  diseased 
animals  and  human  beings,  and  that  pure  meat  and  milk  from 
healthy  cattle  is  an  imperative 'necessity;  that  the  isolation  ami 
destruction  of  all  tubercular  animals  from  dairy  herds  is  a  ques- 
tion of  (H<momy  as  well  as  a  matter  of  public  safety.  The  en- 
lightened and  intelligent  farmer  does  not  strive  to  maintain  foot- 
rot  in  his  sheep,  glanders  in  his  stables,  nor  anthrax  among  his 
cattle.  He  knows  from  experience  the  serious  consequences  of 
these  diseases.     Why  should  not  even  greater  vigilance  he  exer 
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ciwHl  by  commuiiities  aud  iiidividualM  to  pi^vent  tbe  ravagt*s  of 
tul>erculosi«,  which  not  only  destroys  property,  but  also  endangers 
the  life  of  00  large  a  perc*ontage  of  the  citizens  of  the  state.  When 
the  individual  fanner,  stockman  or  dairyman  neglects  his  own 
l)rivate  intere^+fs,  and  fails  to  employ  every  mean«  which  medical 
science  has  proven  to  be  necessary  for  the  cont!H>l  of  this  in- 
fectious disease,  it  is  the  duty  of  legislative  bwlies  to  jirovide 
every  facility  for  investigating  the  prevalenf*e  of  Imvine  tul>er- 
culosTs,  and  insisting  upon  measures  for  its  suppression. 

"  T>»gislature8  should  give  state  boards  of  health  the  ne<'es- 
sary  authority  to  apply  the  tuberculin  test  to  animals  for  the 
puriKi8<*  of  diagnosis,  and  by  quarantine  or  slaughter  to  render 
diseased  animals  harmless  in  the  community.  I»cal  boards  of 
health,  enforcing  ordrnancee  which  requii'e  the  inspection  of  the 
food  supply  of  any  municipality,  should  demand  certificates  of 
health  of  all  herds  supplying  milk  or  other  dairy  products  to  the 
city.  A  competent  veterinary  having  authority  from  the  state 
board  of  health  should*  alone  furnish  snich  certificate  and  that 
only  after  the  cattle  give  a  negative  reaction  to  the  tuberculin 
test.  The  municipality  should  employ  such  veterinary,  who 
should  examine  the  herds  annually  and  present  the  bills  of 
healt\i  before  May  1. 

"  The  tests  and  examinations  can  best  be  made  during  the 
stabling  season,  and  at  the  same  time  the  sanitary  condition  of 
the  stables,  bams  and  other  surroundings  should  be  reporte<l  to 
the  local  board  of  health.  The  obstacles  in  the  way  of  a  com- 
plete or  progressive  eradication  of  bovine  tuberculosis  are: 

"  First — The  ignorance  of  cattle  owners  and  their  indifference 
to  the  dangers  that  arise  from  keeping  diseased  and  healthy  ani- 
mals together,  as  well  as  bigoted  opposition  to  any  interference 
with  *  personal  rights.' 

"  Second — The  enormous  expense  of  undertaking  any  whole- 
sale destruction  of  diseased  animals.  The  state  requires  the  pay- 
ment of  indemnities  for  private  property  summarily  destroyed. 
Large  salaries  also  must  be  paid  to  veterinarians  employed  t«» 
apply  the  test,  make  careful  autopsit^  on  slaughtered  animals. 
and  to  appraise  the  value  of  herds. 

20 


306  Twentieth  Annual  Re^^ort  of  the 

"  But  if  the  state  cannot  undertake  such  expense,  it  should  at 
least  be  ready,  through  the  state  board  of  health,  to  aid  the  local 
boards  of  health  in  their  fight  with  such  prevalent  disease.  Let- 
tens  may  be  furnished  whereby  the  local  boards  can  explain  to 
cattle  owners  the  nature  of  the  infection,  warn  against  the  use 
of  food  products  of  diseased  animals,  and  instruct  regarding  the 
purjwse  and  results  of  the  tuberculin  test.  The  state  should 
supply  reliable  serum  Ufv  the  te«ts  and  authorize  comi>etent 
veterinarians,  whom  local  boards  may  employ.  It  may  be  pos- 
sible for  the  owner  of  reacting  animals  to  separate  them  from 
healthy  stock  and  after  fattening  kill  them  for  beef.  This  may 
sound  dangerous  and  threatening  to  pure  meat  supply,  but  yet  it 
is  true  that  if  careful  inspection  of  the  bodies  of  cattle  reacting 
to  the  tuberculin  test  discovers  no  generalized  tubercular  disease, 
the  meat  may  be  safely  consumed  as  food.  Every  state  and 
province  should  establish  public  abattoirs  and  require  the 
slaughter  of  all  beef  cattle  under  inspection.  This  would  insure 
to  the  public  a  reasonably  safe  meat  supply,  and  at  the  same  time 
allow  the  producer  a  fair  chance  to  dispose  of  cattle  in  the  open 
market,  which  might  react  under  the  tuberculin  test.  In  this 
way  the  fanner's  loss  may  be  diminished. 

**  Grradually  thus  the  stock  raiser  will  be  educated  and  aidinl 
in  ridding  his  herd  of  undesirable  stock.  H  any  cows  are  badly 
diseased  and  unfit  for  food,  the  Mate  will  be  helpful  to  him  in 
diagnosing  their  condition,  and  showing  him  that  it  is  of  the 
greatest  benefit  to  purify  his  herd.  The  sooner  he  destroys  re- 
acting animals  the  less  loss  will  be  entailed,  for  the  infection  of 
others  in  his  herd,  which  may  be  healthy  at  the  time  of  making 
the  test,  will  thereby  be  prevented.  I  believe  it  would  be  desir- 
able for  the  state  to  authorize  the  State  Board  of  Health  to  de- 
stroy any  aninial  alTtnttMl  with  tuberculosis  wiienever  said  board 
may  dei*ni  it  neci^ssary,  either  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  the 
spread  of  infection,  or  for  the  sake  of  an  object  lesson. 

"Should  the  jMist  mortem  examination  on  an  animal  thus  de- 
stroyed show  tnhcn-nlosis.  the  owner  might  be  allow^Ml  on«--haIf 
the  market  value  by  live  weight.     If  the  animal  pnives  not  to  be 
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diseas(»(l,  the  owiior  *^hiill  nneive  full  market  value  by  weight. 
With  such  a  statute  or  s<*ction  in  the  law  governing  tuberculosis, 
and  with  a  small  annual  appropriation  the  state  board  of  health 
would,  from  time  to  time,  demonstrate  in  different  localities  the 
conditions  that  exist  in  infected  herds.  These  public  object  les- 
sons will  do  more  in  teaching  and  convincing  the  skeptical  and 
selfishly  ignorant  dairymen  than  all  printed  instruction  or  scien- 
tific logic. 

"  For  the  proper  restriction  of  bovine  tuberculosis  in  a  state  or 
province  we  would  recommend  legislation  under  the  following 
general  divisions: 

"  1.  Provide  means,  by  proper  laws,  or  giving  state  or  pro- 
vincial boards  of  health  the  authority  to  investigate  concerning 
the  existence  and  cause  of  tuiberculosis  in  cattle,  and  the  danger 
to  the  public  health  therefrom,  giving  such  boards  the  power  to 
apply  the  tuberculin  test  to  any  animals  in  the  state  for  the  pur- 
pose of  diagnosis,  of  quarantining  all  tuberculous  cattle,  or  caus- 
ing their  destruction. 

"  2.  Extending  the  powers  of  the  state  board  to  local  boards  of 
health,  by  instructing  them  to  pass  local  ordinances  requiring 
that  any  milk  or  dairy  product  w^hich  shall  be  sold  or  offered  for 
sale  in  any  municipality  shall  be  from  herds  that  have  been  ex- 
amined and  tuberculin  tested  by  a  competent  veterinarian  hav- 
ing authority  from  the  state  board  of  health,  who  shall  certify 
that  the  herd  supplying  the  milk  or  dairy  product  is  free  from  all 
disease. 

"  3.  Make  a  law  to  prevent  importing  into  the  state  any  cattle 
for  dairy  or  breeding  purposes  until  they  have  passed  the  tuber- 
culin test. 

"  4.  Require  by  law  the  slaughter  of  all  fat  or  beef  cattle  which 
are  to  be  sold  or  used  for  food  at  a  public  abattoir^  and  under 
competent  state  inspection,  both  ante  and  post  mortem,  putting  a 
tag  on  each  carcass,  or  quarter  of  carcass,  setting  forth  the  date 
of  inspection  and  slaughter,  the  quality  of  meat,  and  the  name 
or  number  of  the  licensed  inspector.  Said  abattoir  inspectors  to 
be  appointed  and  licensed  by  the  state  board  of  health." 
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Director  State  Board  of  Health  Laboratory 


Baxter  T.  Bmelzer,  M.  D.,  Secretary  State  Board  of  Health,  Al- 
bany, N.  y.; 

Sir — During  the  year  ending  December  31,  1899,  69  samples  of 
drinking  water  from  varions  parts  of  the  state  have  been  ex- 
amined and  reported  upon ;  307  samples  of  food  and  drugs  have 
been  collected  or  received  fix>m  other  sources,  of  which  number 
2f>6,  being  in  good  condition  and  in  sufficient  quantity  for  analy- 
sis, have  been  examined  and  reported  upon;  12  sampler  of  kero- 
sene oil  and  seven  miscellaneous  articles,  received  from  time  to 
time,  have  also  been  examined.  Various  sjiecial  investigations 
have  been  conducted,  including  an  examination  of  coloring  mat- 
ter used  in  foods,  in  conformity  with  a  law  passed  by  the  Legis- 
lature of  1899,  which  was  begun  in  December  and  is  not  yet 
completed.  Other  matters  of  minor  importance  referred  to  me 
from  time  to  time  have  received  prompt  attention,  much  cor- 
respondence has  been  carried  on,  and  many  inquiries  relating  to 
the  laws  governing  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  foods,  drugs, 
oils,  etc.,  and  kindred  topics  have  been  answered.  Reports  to 
the  Board  ui>on  the  work  of  the  laboratory  have  Invn  made  upon 
the  first  of  each  month,  as  heretofore,  and  a  summary  of  this 
work,  with  such  reports  as  have  not  been  published  elsewhere, 
including  water  analyses,  is  now  transmitted  as  follows: 

Jan.  7.  ReceiviHl  from  ofTicc  of  Boaiil  a  sample  of  **<)om'pr(^sed 
Cocovena  tablets/'  which  were  examined  and  rei>orted  upon  as 
follows: 
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Albany,  January  25,  1899 

Dr.  B.  T.  Smblzdr,  Secretary  State  Board  of  Health,  Albany: 

Dear  Sir — On  January  7  I  received  from  you  a  package  of 
"  Coco  vena  "  of  which  an  examination  was  directed,  and  I  would 
respectfully  rei)ort  as  follows  upon  the  same.  The  package  was 
labelled  *<  ♦  ♦  ♦  Compressed  cocovena  tablets  ♦  ♦  ♦  the 
new  century  health  food,"  and  it  contained  18  cakes,  about 
one  inch  square  and  half  an  inch  thick,  wraipped  in  tin  foil. 
The  preparation  is  of  a  light  brown  color,  friable,  has  the  odor 
and  taste  of  cocoa  and  is  palatable  and  free  from  sweetneee. 
Printed  advertising  matter  accompanying  it  states  that  it  con- 
sists of  a  mixture  of  cocoa  and  oatmeal.  On  analysis  it  yielded 
of  moisture,  6.82  per  cent;  fat,  16.88  per  cent;  ash,  4.46  per  cent. 
A  microscopical  examination  revealed  the  presence  of  starch,  ai>- 
parently,  in  part,  oat  starch,  as  claimed,  husk,  etc.,  but  nothing 
was  observed  which  could  be  identified  as  foreign  to  the  sub- 
stances said  to  compose  it.  As  sugar  is  evidently  not  used  in 
its  preparation,  no  determination  of  sugars  was  made,  and  as 
determinations  of  starch,  fiber  and  theobromine  afford  but  little 
information  and  did  not  seem  to  be  called  for,  none  were  made. 
The  results  obtained  show  that  the  moisture,  while  rather  high, 
is  not  so  excessive  as  to  be  abnormal,  and  that  the  fat  is  fair  in 
amount  for  a  preparation  made  from  cocoa  and  oats  or  other 
grain  in  which  the  quantity  of  cocoa  is  not  guaranteed  nor  even 
stated.  The  ash  is  a  fair  average  for  articles  of  the  kind.  When 
prepared  according  to  the  accompanying  directions  it  makes  a 
palatable  and  a  pleasant-flavored  beverage.  I>oubtless  some  of 
the  claims  made  for  it,  directly  or  by  implication,  as  to  its  food 
value,  are  exaggerated,  but  it  seems  to  compare  quite  favorably 
with  many  similar  preparations  which  are  in  common  use. 

Very  respectfully, 

Willis  G.  Tucker, 

Director 


Jan.  13.  Sample  of  water  i^eceived  from  Dr.  E.  H.  Wakelee, 
president  board  of  health.  Big  Flats.  R<?poi'ted  upon  Janu- 
ary 20. 

Jan.  16.  Received  two  samples  of  kerosene  oil  sent  by  I>r.  E. 
M.  White,  Oohocton,  but  samples  being  too  small  in  quantity 
for  examination  larger  samples  were  roqut^ted  and  rt^ceived  Jan* 
uary  20.  Examincil;  found  to  be  of  legal  quality,  and  reported 
upon  January  24. 
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Fi'Ik  2(K  K4Ti*ivt^l  five  maniples  of  water  from  Dr.  O.  I.  Red- 
field,  healili  officvr,  Middletown.     lteiM)r<ed  iiiKiii  Febniary  27. 

Feb.  23.  Received  sample  water  fi*om  Dr.  R.  J.  Menzie,  health 
officer,  Caledonia.     Rei)orted  ui>on  February  27. 

March  2.  R(»eeivetl  sample  of  water  from  Dr.  B.  R.  Wakeman, 
health  officer,  Horm^llsville.     Iteported  iiiK>n  March  8. 

Man'h  3.  Received  sami)le  of  water  from  Hon.  G.  S.  Fordyee, 
Union  Springs.     Reported  ui>on  March  8. 

March  9.  Received  sample  of  water  from  lion.  R.  A.  M.  Deeley, 
president  board  of  health,  Hudson.     Reported  upon  March  18. 

March  20.  Received  sample  of  water  from  Dr.  I.  C.  Haring, 
physician  to  board  of  health,  Clarkstown.  Reported  upon  March 
31. 

March  25.  Received  sample  of  water  from  Dr.  J.  C.  Tjadew, 
health  officer,  Mechanicville.     Reporteci  upon  March  31. 

March  29.  Received  three  sampl(*s  of  water  from  C.  B.  Bates, 
president  boainl  of  health,  Whitehall.     Rej>orted  ui>on  April  3. 

April  11.  RtH*eived  from  office  of  Board  12G  samples  of  drugs 
collected  in  September  in  various  places.  Ri^porti^  upon  same 
June  6. 

April  15.  R<»iM)rted  \i\>oii  examination  of  a  samide  af  **  bologna 
or  lunch  food,"  receiviHl  from  Dr.  G.  H.  Lathrop,  health  officer, 
Rockland,  April  3,  the  use  of  whieh  was  «aid  to  have  cammed  ill- 
ness, as  follows: 

Albany,  AprU  15,  1899 

Dr.  B.  T.  Smklzrr,  Stcrctanj  ^tate  Board  of  Health,  Albany: 

Dear  Sir — On  April  3  I  received  from  you  a  sample  of  "  bologna 
or  lunch  food  "  with  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Dr.  G.  H.  Lathrop, 
health  officer,  town  of  Rockland,  Livingstcm  Manor,  N.  Y.,  stating 
that:  "Of  15  pei^ms  from  two  years  to  GO  who  ate  hi  (even  one 
ounc<')  13  were  made  violently  ill,  with  t^evere  emesis  and  cathar- 
sis. Three  of  those  suffered  from  symptoms  of  sporadic  cholera, 
sick  for  scvenil  hou'i*s,  with  vometing  and  purging,  and  terrible 
cnimi>s  in  musi'les  (»f  li^gs.  Two  would  have  died,  without  prompt 
aid,  and  m-ort*  probably.''  A  jw^stscript  to  this  letter  states  that 
"one  family  frii-d  it  before  eating  and  escaped  sickness." 

In  conformity  with  your  instructions  I  have  made  a  chemical 
examination  of  this  food.  As  received  by  me  it  was  wrapped  in 
paper,  enclosed  in  a  cigar  box,  wrapped  in  an  outer  paper,  tied 
with  string,  and  had  been  sent  by  mail  to  the  office  of  the  Board. 
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It  roiiHisfiMl  of  an  "Oval  .slic*«»  of  choi^M-il  iiu'at,  alMHit  tlircH'-fuurtb« 
of  ail  inrli  in  thi<kncw«  and  weighing  207  graum.  To  the  edge 
adluMcnJ  the  (•I<>tli  in  which  it  had  been  wrapi»ed.  The  meat 
was  lin(Mv  rhojUK'd,  and  mostly  h^an,  bnt  contained  some  fat  and 
griHlIc.  It  had  a  biN>wn  tolor  and  exhaled  a  very  slightly  muisty, 
bnt  not  a  stmng  i>r  disagreeable,  oilor. 

I  lirat  examined  it  for  irritant  metallie  i>oisons,  bnt  found  in 
it  no  U'^tWi*  of  ars(*nie,  antimony  or  other  metallic  i>oison.  If 
the  statenwnt  nuide  by  Dr.  Latlii*o]>,  that  certain  pei^8onfi  fried 
the  meat  before  eating  it  and  snfT(»red  no  harm,  is  connect,  it 
would  hardly  have  btH'U  supposetl  that  it  could  have  contained 
an}'  nuneral  {>oison  which  caused  the  illness  of  the  other  per- 
sons who  ate  it,  but  as  it  seem^Mi  advisable  to  settle  this  point 
I  d^^nmnl  it  proin^r  to  make  a  search  for  metallic  poisons.  It 
has  sometimes  Imm^u  thought  that  illness,  such  as  that  said  to 
have  been  caused  by  eating  this  food,  is  due  to  the  presence 
of  copiM»r  or  zinc  which  have  gained  access  to  the  food  from  some 
vessi^l  of  brass,  zinc  iw  galvanized  iron  in  which  it  has  been 
cooked,  but,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  harmful  contamination  of  this 
kind  is  vei^  unlikely  to  occur.  The  comimunds  of  these  metaJs 
are  actively  i>oisonous  only  when  taken  in  eonsidemble  quan- 
tities, and  it  is  in  the  highest  degnn*  unlikely  that  the  small 
amounts  whi<h  might  gain  access  to  f(K)d  preimi'ed  or  cooked 
in  copi)er,  brass  or  zinc  vessels  would  give  rise  to  alarming 
Bym]>tonis  in  a  number  of  iHH)ple.  Inde^'d  in  such  a  case  as 
this  the  likelihood  of  such  an  occurrence  is  hainllv  worth  con«id- 
ering. 

As  the  symptoms  said  to  have  Ihhmi  raused  by  eating  this  food 
resembled  thosi*  produced  by  the  putrefactive  alkaloids,  or 
ptomains,  other  portions  of  the  meat  were  examined  with  a 
view  to  determining  whether  such  decomjMisition  products 
were  pivm^nt.  For  many  yeai*s  it  has  beiMi  known  that  cer- 
tain articles  like  sausage-meat,  lunid-chei^e,  ham,  various  kinds  of 
ftsh  and  shell-tish  might,  under  certain  ciivumstances,  when 
eaten,  give  rise  to  a  train  of  symptoms  much  resendding  those 
caustnl  by  the  irritant  metallic  iM)isons.  Th(»se  symptoms  indi- 
cate vi<>lcn't  irritation  of  the  gastrointestinal  tract.  There  is 
vomiting,  purging,  <*o]ic,  cramps  in  the  extremities,  [prostration, 
weakeiMMl  action  of  the  h<»art,  <<dlap.^e,  and,  not  infiv<iuently, 
death  results.  P(^r  a  long  time  thes<^  ca.ses  were  generally  con- 
siderinl  to  be  due  to  the  presi^nce  of  some  mineral  or  vegetable 
irritant  iM>ison,  purpost*ly  or  accidentally  addinl  to  the  food,  but 
they  are  now  g(»nera]ly  regarded  as  attributable  to  the  presence 
of  the  prmlucts  of  the  action  of  putrefactive  bacteria  upon  albu- 
minous matter,  or,  in.  other  words,  to  the  pn»s<»nce  of  the  sub- 
stances now  known  as  putrefactive  alkaloids  or  ptomain.s.  The 
matter  is  still  involvtxl  in  mu<'h  obscurity,  and  the  separation  and 
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ideDtification  of  these  putrefactive  products  is  diflicult,  often  un- 
satisfactory and  sometimes  impossible.  Nevertheless  as  the  facts 
in  thie  case  seemed  to  indicate  that  the  illness  to  which  this 
food  gave  rise  was  probably  occasioned  by  some  poison  of  this 
nature,  an  attempt  was  made  to  discover  it.  The  attempt  was 
but  partially  successful.  A  substance  was  extracted  from  the 
meat  which  promptly  and  very  decidedly  reduced  a  mixture  of 
potassium  ferricyanide  and  ferric  chloride,  a  reaction  somewhat 
characteristic,  but  by  no  means  positively  distinctive,  of  the 
ptomaine,  and  produced  by  few  of  the  vegetable  alkaloids,  but 
no  other  tests  which  could  be  considered  confirmatory  were  ob- 
tained. It  is  possible  that  a  rei)etition  of  the  analysis,  using  a 
larger  portion  of  material,  might  have  yielded  a  more  positive 
result,  but  as  the  emergency  had  passed  it  did  not  seem  to  be 
necessary  to  do  this.  Nevertheless,  in  the  absence  of  any  min- 
eral irritant  poison,  and  it  being  very  unlikely  that  any  vegetable 
irritant  could  have  been  present,  I  am  of  opinion  that  such  ill- 
neee  as  this  food  occasioned  was  due  to  the  presence  of  organic 
poison  of  animal  origin  resulting  from  fermentative  changes  or 
incipient  putrefaction  taking  place  in  the  food. 

Very  respectfully, 

Willis  G.  Tucker, 

Director 

April  15.  Received  sample  of  water  from  New  York  state  cus- 
todial asylum,  Newark.    Reported  wpon  April  28. 

April  19.  Received  sample  of  water  from  Gardner  Fuller,  su- 
perintendent State  school  for  the  blind,  Batavia.  Reiwrted  upon 
April  28. 

April  20.  Received  sample  of  water  from  Dr.  J.  11.  Bogart, 
health  officer,  Ro*«lyn.     R(^iM>rted  ui>on  April  28. 

April  29.  Received  sample  of  water  from  Dr.  M.  J.  Ilall,  health 
officer,  St.  Michael's  home,  Mamaroneck.     Reported  upon  May  5. 

May  6.  Received  sample  of  water  from  Dr.  J.  A.  Reed,  health 
officer,  Newark.     Rejwrted  ui>on  ^fay  10. 

May  31.  Received  sample  of  water  from  W.  S.  Hart,  clerk  of 
board  of  health,  Turin.     Reported  ui>on  June  7. 

June  1.  Received  two  samples  of  water  from  Dr.  Cjrus  Kay, 
health  officer,  ITerkimer.     Reported  upon  June  7. 

June  1.  Received  sample  of  water  from  well  at  Bethlehem. 
Re  port  (»d  on  June  7. 

June  r».  lic^ported  as  follows  on  (he  examination  of  the  samples 
of  drugs  received  from  the  office  of  the  Board  on  April  11: 
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Albany,  June  6,  1899 
Dr.  B.  T.  Smblzbr,  Secretary  Stale  Board  of  HeaUhy  Albany: 

Dear  Sir — On  April  11  laM  I  received  fi-om  you  a  lot  of  samples 
of  drugs  which  had  been  collected  in  September  in  Syracuse, 
Geneva,  Seneca  Falls,  Auburn  and  Utica,  and  of  which  an  exam- 
ination was  directed.  The  total  number  of  these  samples  was 
126,  but  of  th]«  number  41  were  unsuitable  for  examination,  as 
follows,  and  for  the  reasons  stated: 

There  were  unlabelled,  4  samples;  of  ammonia  water,  which 
deteriorates  if  so  long  kept,  5*samples;  of  tincture  of  opium,  of 
which  a  larger  sample  is  required  for  assay  than  was  supplied, 
9  samples;  of , tincture  of  iodine,  which  is  liable  to  change  if  so 
long  kept,  7  samples;  of  paregoric,  for  which  the  U.  S.  Pharma- 
copoeia preecribes  no  method  of  assay,  and  of  which  the  quantity 
supplied  was  too  small  for  analysis,  8  samples;  of  Dover's  powdfr, 
unsuitable  for  same  reason  as  preceding  article,  8  samples;  total, 
41  samples. 

The  85  samples  examined  are  numbered  from  10,425  to  10,509, 
both  inclusive,  and  of  these  samples  there  were  found  to  l>e  cif 
gooil  or  fair  quality,  07;  and  of  inferior  quality,  or  otherwise  to 
vary  niatorially  from  the  pbarmacopopial  standard,  18.  lUqiorls 
upon  those  latter  f?aniples  are  enclosed  herewith,  and  it  is  ix»com- 
mended  that  the  umial  warning  notices  be  sent  to  the  sellers  of 
these  articles.  The  following  is  a  suninuiry  of  the  articles 
examined: 


ARTICLE 


Cloroform 

Bther 

Compoand  tpirit  of  eiber 
Creoaoto  

Dilated  photpborie  aoid. . 
Dilated  bydrooblorio  Mid 

Dilated  Acetio  add 

PotAMium  bi- tartrate.... 

Precipitated  aalpbar 

Seidllts  powders 

Sulphate  of  qoinlne 

Tinotare  of  capaioam . . . . 

Tiootare  of  rbabarb 

Powdered  rbobarb 


lofeiior 


0 

4 
6 
3 
1 
0 
1 
0 
4 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


18 


Very  respectfully, 

Willis  G.  Tuokkb, 

Dirrcior 
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June  14.  Received  sample  of  water  from  Samuel  Kibbey,  presi- 
dent  board  of  hivalth,  Seneca  Falls.     Repoi'ted  upon  June  16. 

June  16.  Received  sample  of  water  from  Dr.  H.  Eugene  Smith, 
health  officer,  Mount  Vernon.    Reported  upon  June  20. 

June  22.  Mad^e  preliminary  analysis  of  a  sample  of  sewage  and 
of  effluent  from  purification  plant  at  Western  refuge  for  women, 
Albion.    Received  from  O.  H.  Landreth,  consulting  engineer. 

June  24.  Received  two  siimples  of  water  from  Dr.  J.  H.  Bogart, 
health  officer,  Roslyn.  Taken  from  polluted  ponds.  The^e  waters 
were  green  in  color,  foul  and  highly  offensive,  and  no  further 
examination  was  necessary  to  establish  the  fact  of  pollution. 

June  26.  Request  made  by  D.  K.  Young,  of  New  York  city, 
for  information  concerning  a  preparation  for  the  hair  known  as 
"  Hair  health/-  and  a  sample  of  the  preparation  was  subsequently 
purchased,  examined  and  reported  upon  August  23,  as  follows: 

It  is  a  light  colored  liquid  with  considerable  yellowish  insolu- 
I»le  matter  consisting  chiefly  of  sulphur.  Sfpecific  gravity  at  25 
degrees  C,  1026.  The  bdttle  holds  115  cubic  centimeters,  or 
slightly  less  than  four  fluid  ounces.  One  hundred  cubic  cenli 
meters  contain  of  lead,  calculated  as  acetate,  2.16  graum;  sulphur, 
1.62  grams;  glycerin,  about  17.50  grams,  the  remainder  being 
chiefly  water  with  s^mie  perfume  added. 

June  20.  lU^ceiviMi  sample  of  water  from  Dr.  l\  W.  CVHrien, 
health  officer,  Peekskill.    Reiw>rted  on  July  5. 

July  5-0.  Theodore  J.  Bradley,  Th.  G.,  apiK>inted  assistant 
chemist  on  July  1  for  a  period  of  three  months,  visited  Brock- 
port,  Albion,  Medina,  Tx)ckport  and  Niagara  Falls,  and  collected 
151  samples  of  drugs  for  examination.  These  samples  were  sub 
seqnently  examined  and  reixirted  ujion  as  elsewhere  stated  in 
this  report. 

July  11.  Received  -sample  of  water  from  Hon.  G.  S.  Fordyce, 
Union  Springs.    Rejwrted  on  July  14. 

July  19.  Received  from  office  of  Board  a  sample  of  a  disinfect- 
ing liquid,  which  was  examined  and  reported  on  August  1. 

July  22.  Received  sample  of  water  from  Dr.  J.  D.  Ck)oke,  health 
officer^  Bhortsville.     R^^porled  on  July  81. 
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July  24.  Received  two  samples  of  water  from  Dr.  H.  Eugene 
Smith,  health  oflBcer,  Mount  Vernon.    Reported  on  July  31. 

Augu-st  5.  Received  sample  of  water  from  Dr.  H.  W.  Wilcox, 
health  officer,  Deposit.    Reported  on  August  10. 

August  5.  Received  sample  of  water  frm  B.  E.  Elphee,  clerk 
of  board  of  health,  Mayfield.     Reported  on  Augusit  10. 

Auguat  12.  Received  sample  of  water  from  J.  Nicholson, 
secretary  board  of  health,  Belmont.    Reported  on  August  18. 

August  12.  Received  sample  of  water  from  Dr.  F.  T.  Cochran, 
health  oflScer,  Hudson.    Reported  on  August  18. 

August  15-nl7.  I  visited  North  Tonawanda  and  inspected  a 
nuisance  alleged  to  exist  in  that  place  and  reported  on  same,  as 
follows: 

Albany,  August  18, 180^ 
Dr.  B.  T.  Smdlzdr,  Secretary  State  Board  of  Heaith,  Albany,  N.  Y.: 

Dear  Sir — In  conformity  with  your  instructions  I  visited  North 
Tonawanda  on  the  lOtli  and  17th  instants  and  made  an  inspection 
of  the  acetic  acid  works  in  that  place,  regarded  as  a  nuisance  by 
the  local  board  of  health,  and  inquired  into  the  matter  generally. 
In  company  with  the  health  officer,  Dr.  F.  \V.  Bently..and  William 
Alien,  president,  and  F.  W.  Robertson,  member  of  the  board,  1 
visited  the  works  which  are  operates!  by  Peuchen  &  co.,  as  I  was 
informed.  They  are  located  near  the  northern  boundary  and 
more  than  two  miles  distant  from  the  busim'ss  portion  of  the 
city,  in  a  sparsely  settled  region. 

Concerning  these  works  two  complaints  are  made,  first,  that 
the  gases  and  vapors  emanating  from  the  factory  are  offensive, 
deleterious  to  health  and  destructive  to  vegt^tation,  and  second, 
that  the  drainage  from  the  works  into  Sawyer's  creek,  in  the 
immediate  vicinity,  pollutes  the  stream,  causes  a  deposit  upon 
its  bed  and  along  itiS  banks,  and  gives  rise  to  offensive  odors.  It 
would  appear  that  a  petition,  signed  by  a  number  of  taxpaying 
residents  in  the  vicinity  has  been  presented  to  the  board  of  health 
asking  that  relief  be  afforded  them  from  the  nuisances  complained 
of,  and  that  the  board,  through  its  secretary,  has  notified  the 
company  that  their  works  as  operated  constitute  a  nuisance,  and 
has  reqnesteil  them  to  take  such  action  as  might  be  necessary 
to  remedy  the  evil,  but  that  no  substantial  relief  has  yet  been 
afforded.  A  chief  complainant  is  Eugene  De  Kleinst,  whose 
organ  ma.nnfart<ny  is  in  cU»se  proximity  to  the  works,  and 
whosr  rc^iidrnro  is  sonic  *{iH»  vanls,  or  tlN'^^ibonts.  distant 
fiom  them.    I  talked  with  him  and  with  several  of  his  employes, 
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both  nieu  aud  woiiic»ii,  and  llicv  agreed  in  assert  in  jj  tliat  the  odors 
arisiug  fiH)iu  the  works  are  exceedingly  irritating  and  highly 
offensive  and  that,  in  certain  conditions  of  the  wind  and  slates  of 
the  atmosphere,  doors»  and  windows  must  be  kept  closed  in  an 
effort  to  exclude  them,  and  that,  as  a  result,  they  suffer  great 
inconvenience  and  distress.  Mr.  De  Kl<?inst  stattni  that  at  times 
it  is  impossible  for  him  and  his  family  to  sit  upon'  their  piazza 
with  any  comfort,  and  that  at  night  he  frequently  has  to  close 
the  windows  in  hi«  sleeping  apartments.  It  is  also  alleged  that 
when  the  wind  is  favorable  the  odors  can  be  observed  ia  the 
busineiss  portions  of  the  city,  and  in  Martinsville,  a  section  of  the 
city  a  mile  or  thereaboutsi  distant  from  the  w^rks,  but  1  am  in- 
clined to  think  that  at  such  distances  they  cannot  be  very  anno} - 
ing.  Within  a  radius  of  half  a  mile  there  are  few  dwellings,  and 
and  no  very  large  number  of  people  are,  in  my  opinion,  affected 
by  the  exhalation©,  but  this  fact  has  little,  if  any,  bearing  upon 
the  question  at  issue,  for  if  the  comfort  and  health  of  even  a 
small  number  of  residents  are  affected  they  are  entitled  to  relief. 

In  my  opinion  the  chief  difficulty  lies  in  the  gaseous  emana- 
tions from  the  works.  Details  as  to  the  processes  employed  were 
not  given  me,  but  I  understand  that  acetate  of  lime  is  employed 
which  is  distilled  with  sulphuric  acid  in  retorts,  the  acetic  acid 
thus  set  free  being  condensed  and  purified  by  redi-stillation.  Dur- 
ing this  proce*^  more  or  less  sulphurous  acid  gas  is  liberated,  an 
acrid  fumes  are  evolved,  the  more  particularly,  I  think,  when  the 
retorts  ai'e  charged  and  drawn.  These  fumes  pervade  the  works, 
and  they  are  irritating  and  e-uffoeating.  They  may  be  plainly 
noticed  in  the  vicinity,  and  are  doubtless  carried,  as  claimed,  to 
a  considerable  distance.  In  my  opinion  this  discharge  of  acrid 
and  irritating  gases  into  the  atmosphere  constitutes  a  nuisance 
in  the  vicinity  which  should  be  remedied  or  abated.  Just  h(»w 
this  should  be  accomplished  I  do  not  undertake  to  say,  nor  do 
I  deem  it  the  dutv  of  the  local  board  of  health  to  recommend  a 
plan  and  assume  any  responsibility  in  the  event  of  its  not  proving 
successful.  But  I  am  clearly  of  opinion  that  relief  i>hould  be 
afforded  and  that  the  company  should  be  required  so  to  operate 
their  works  as  not  to  endanger  the  health  or  lives  of  the  neigh 
boring  residents. 

The  pollution  of  the  stream  is,  1  think,  a  matter  of  secondary 
importance  at  present.  The  company  diseharge  their  wa«te 
water,  which  has  at  time»  containiHl  some  petroleum,  into  a 
ditch  that  runs  some  500  fei^i  or  thereabouts  l)y  the  side  of  the 
tracks  of  the  New  York  Central  railroad,  and  then  discharges 
into  Sawjer's  cret^k,  a  sluggish  stream  which  enters  the  Erie 
canal  near  Martinsville.  Whether  Peuchen  &  co.  are  entirely 
responsible  for  the  foul  condition  of  this  stream  in  the  immediate 
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vicinity  I  do  iiol  iiiidi'itake  to  «ay,  but  any  sluggiHli  stream, 
situated  as  ih'm  is,  is  likely  to  become  polluted  and  offensive, 
and  while  the  deiiosits  in  this  creek  are  foul,  and  the  water  nasty 
and  ill  smelling,  I  do  not  think  it  addfi  very  materially  to  the 
odore  complained  of.  Penchen  &  co.  claim  that  their  discharges 
no  longer  iwdhite  it,  and,  while  it  might  be  cleaned  out  with  ad- 
vantage to  all  concerned,  it  would  be  no  easy  matter  to  secure  a 
proper  flow  and  natural  purification  of  the  water,  at  least  in  dry 
seasons  of  the  year;  and  prescMit  conditions  would  not  appear  to 
warrant  a  large  outlay  in  this  direction. 

1  would  therefore  recommend  that  the  local  board  of  health  of 
the  citv  of  North  Tonawanda  order  the  abatement  of  the  nuisance 
complained  of  and  above  referred  to,  to  wit,  the  dii9charge  of 
acrid,  irritating,  offensive  and  deleterious  gases  and  vapors  into 
the  atmosphere,  and  take  such  steps  as  may  be  necessary  to 
secure  compliance  with  such  order,  and  that  no  action  be  taken 
in  the  matter  of  the  pollution  of  the  stream,  unless  it  should 
ap[)ear  that  offensive  matter  is  hereafter  discharged  into  the 
Siime  in  any  considerable  quantity.  It  may  not  be  jiossible  to 
operate  such  works  as  these  and  have  them  entirely  inotTensive 
to  the  residents  in  the  immediate  neighborhood',  and  such  manu- 
facturing concerns,  when  situated  in  a  sparsely  settled  region, 
should  not  be  hampered  by  unnecessary  restrictions,  but  I  am 
convinced  that,  in  this  instance,  the  company  may  materially 
improve  the  existing  conditions,  without  hardship,  by  the  exer- 
cise of  a  gn^ater  cai-e  in  the  conduct  of  their  works,  and  that 
it  is  clearly  their  duty  to  adopt  such  mc^thods  as  will  accomplish 
this  end  and  afford  the  desired  relief  to  those  who  now  suffer 
from  the  evils  complained  of. 

Resf>ectfully  submitted, 

Wii/US  G.  Td<^krr, 

Dire4'tor 

Aug.  2.*^.  Received  sample  of  s])ring  water  from  office  of  Board. 
ReportcHl  on  September  5. 

Sej»t.  1.  RejKirt  made  ui>on  the  examination  of  10  samples  of 
krros(»ne  oil  e<dlerted  .\ugnst  21  from  the  following  r(*tailei-s: 
Fagan  iK:  Tniig,  Rensselaer;  Melius  i^  Flenistivet,  Rensselaer; 
(fCorge  Williams,  R(»nss(^laer;  J.  II.  MeKenna,  Rensselaer;  H.  R. 
Lansing,  Rensselaer;  Mrs.  I).  F.  Murphy,  Ren.**selaer;  Mrs.  B. 
Raney,  Renss<'la(»r;  M.  Ti,  Lnrkin,  Rensselaer;  F.  M.  Tousley,  Bath- 
on-lludson;  J.  liabccnk,  Bath-on  Hudson.  All  were  found  to  be 
of  t^esentially  the  same  quality  and  pn^bably  obtainiHl  from  the 
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same  source.    The  flashing  point  was,  in  each  instance^  102  de- 
grees F.,  and  all  were,  therefore,  of  legal  quality. 

Sept.  5.  Reported  upon  examination  of  a  sample  of  vanilla  ex- 
tract received  August  5,  as  follows: 

Albaxy,  September  5,  1899 

Dr.  B.  T.  Smblzer,  Secretary  State  Board  of  Healthy  Albany: 

Dear  Sir — On  August  5  I  received  by  your  order  from  H. 
M.  Michael,  clerk  of  the  board  of  health  of  the  town  of  Stuyve- 
sant,  a  gallon  bottle  of  liquid  labelled  **  Extract  of  vanilla."  The 
liquid  has  a  dark-brown  color  and  an  aromatic  odor.  On  evap- 
oration and  drying  at  110  degrees  C,  100  cubic  centimeters  of 
the  liquid  yielded  14.5728  grams  of  solids.  Of  alcohol  the  liquid 
contains  6.43  per  cent  by  weight,  or  7.75  per  cent  by  volume. 
The  United  States  Pharmacopoeia  contains  a  tincture  of  vanilla 
but  gives  no  tests  for  purity  nor  any  method  of  assay,  nor  does 
recent  chemical  literature  contain  much  upon  the  subject,  but 
our  examination  of  this  sample  would  indicate  that  the  article 
owes  its  flavor  chiefly  to  ceumarin  and  not  to  true  vanilla.  It 
would  appear  to  be  colored  by  caramel. 

Very  respectfully, 

Willis  G.  Tucker, 

Director 

Sept.  5.  Received  sample  of  water  from  T.  L.  Stone,  steward, 
Craig  colony,  Sonyea.     Reported  on  September  15. 

Sept.  5.  Received  two  samples  of  water  from  U.  H.  Merserau, 
clerk  of  the  board  of  health.  Union.     Reported  on  September  15. 

Sept.  6.  Received  two  samples  of  water  and  one  sample  of 
"  refuse  taken  from  service  pipe,''  Keeseville  water  supply,  from 
Hon.  O.  W.  Adams,  C.  E.    Reported  on  waters  September  15. 

Sept.  7-9.  T.  J.  Bradley  visited  Syracuse  and  purchased  23  sam- 
ples of  food  articles  for  examination. 

Sept.  11.  Received  sample  of  water  from  Dr.  H.  Eugene  Smith, 
health  ofiicer,  Mt.  Vernon.    Reported  on  September  15. 

Sept.  11.  T.  J.  Bradley  purchased  in  Albany  seven  samples 
of  food  articles  for  examination. 

Sept.  18.  Received  from  Dr.  J.  O.  Randall,  Silver  Springs,  six 
samples  of  water.    Reported  on  October  2. 

21 
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Sept.  23.  Received  sample  of  water  from  Hon.  Thomas  New- 
bold,  Hyde  Park.    Reported  on  October  2. 

Sept  26.  Received  sample  of  water  from  Dr.  P.  H.  Green, 
health  officer,  Homer.    Reported  on  October  2. 

Oct.  6.  Received  seven  samples  of  water  from  Dr.  E.  Oliver, 
health  officer,  Ancram.    Reported  on  October  13. 

Oct.  7.  Received  two  samples  of  water  from  Dr.  J.  S.  Bird, 
health  officer,  Hyde  Park.    Reported  on  October  13. 

Oct.  18.  Reported  as  follows  on  examination  of  sediment  from 
water  pipes  at  Keeseville: 

• 

Albany,  October  18, 1899 
Dr.  B.  T.  Smelzer,  Secretary  State  Board  of  Health,  Albany: 

Dear  Sir — Referring  to  your  communication  of  September  25 
enclosing  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Hon.  0.  W.  Adams  relating  to  a 
*'  sample  of  refuse  taken  from  ser\'ice  pipe  at  the  house  of  Dr. 
Barber,  Keeseville,  August  25,  1899,"  of  which  an  analysis  was 
advised,  I  would  say  that  an  examination  of  the  same  has  been 
made  which  is  thought  to  throw  some  light  upon  the  matter  in 
question.  Mr.  Adamis'  letter,  and  another  from  him  to  me  under 
date  of  September  20,  stated  that  he  desired,  if  i)ossible,  to  ascer- 
tain whether  the  sediment  occurring  in  water  pipes  at  Keese- 
ville, such  as  was  submitted  to  me,  results  from  the  "  refuse 
liquor  from  the  mill "  which  "  is  discharged  into  the  river  "  by 
the  pulp  mill  above  Keeseville,  or  from  other  processes  employed 
in  the  mill  which  might  contaminate  the  water,  the  mill  referred 
to  being  stated  to  be  one  in  which  wood  pulp  is  made  "  of  spruce 
wood  by  the  sulphite  process." 

The  material  submitted  to  me  was  a  thick  gelatinous  substance 
of  dark  brown  color  and  peculiar  aromatic  odor.  It  had  a  neu- 
tral reaction.  On  evaporation  it  yielded  3.31  per  cent  of  solids, 
of  which  1.34  per  cent  consisted  of  organic  and  vegetable  mat- 
ter and  1.97  per  cent  of  mineral  matter.  During  the  ignition 
of  the  residue  obtained  on  evaporation  it  evolved  an  odor  re- 
sembling that  of  burning  leaves  or  straw,  and  the  residue  after 
ignition  was  nearly  insoluble  in  water  and  yielded  no  appreciable 
trace  of  sulphates  on  extraction  with  water.  But  for  the  pur- 
pose of  determining  whether  sulphur  was  present  in  combination 
with  the  organic  matter  as  a  result  of  the  action  of  the  bi-sul- 
phite  upon  the  woody  constituents,  which  action  results  in  very 
oomplicated  chemical  changes  which  cannot  well  be  traced,  a 
portion  was  fused  with  a  mixture  of  pure  sodium  carbonate  and 
um  nitrate,  each  of  which  was  free  from  any  sulphur-con- 
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taining  compounds,  land  the  residue  extracted  with  hot  water, 
and  it  showed  the  presence  of  sulphuric  acid  (as  sulphates)  in 
decided  quantity.  It  may  be  said  to  be  possible,  but  it  does  not 
appear  to  me  at  all  probable  that  the  sulphur  thus  shown  to  be 
present  in  the  material  examined,  had  some  other  source  than  the 
(Kscharge  from  the  mill,  and,  in  my  opinion,  the  fact  of  its  pres- 
ence, taken  in  connection  with  the  information  furnished  me  by 
Mr.  Adams,  and  based  upon  his  inspection,  and  the  information 
furnished  by  the  analyses  of  the  samples  of  water  from  Wil- 
mington and  from  Keeseville,  sent  to  me  with  the  sample  of 
deposit  and  previously  reported  upon  seem  to  me  clearly  to 
indicate  that  a  connection  exists  between  the  discharges  into 
the  river  from  the  mill  and  the  formation  of  the  sediments 
complained  of  in  the  water  pipes  at  Keeseville.  It  would  seem 
entirely  reasonable  to  suppose  that  this  gelatinous  material,  con- 
taining, as  it  does,  sulphur  in  some  form  of  combination,  has 
resulted,  in  part  at  least,  from  the  action  of  the  acid  sulphite 
employed,  upon  the  organic  matter  of  the  wood,  some  of  which 
matter,  in  complicated  forms,  is  separated  from  the  cellulose 
or  fibre  in  the  manufacture  of  the  pulp  by  such  processes  as  are 
said  to  be  employed  in  this  case. 

In  England,  where  esparte  and  other  vegetable  fibre  is  largely 
disintegrated  by  the  action  of  caustic  soda,  instead  of  acid  sul- 
phites, the  waste  liquors  were  formerly  discharged  into  streams,, 
but  since  the  passage  of  the  Rivers  pollution  act  of  1876  the 
soda  is  recovered  by  evaporation  and  incineration,  and  this  re- 
covery is  stated  to  have  been  found  to  be  highly  remunerative. 

The  samples  of  water  which  accompanied  the  sample  of  sedi- 
ment, and  of  which  the  results  of  the  analyses  were  reported  on 
September  15,  may  be  again  referred  to  in  this  connection.  One 
was  taken  from  the  west  branch  of  the  Ausable  river  at  Wil- 
mington, some  distance  above  the  pulp  mill,  and  the  other  from 
the  flume  opposite  the  intake  of  the  pumps  at  Keeseville.  The 
first  had  a  light  greenish-yellow  tint  and  was  free  from  turbidity 
and  yielded  but  a  trifling  sediment.  The  second  had  a  decided 
brownish  tint  and  a  slight  turbidity  and  sediment.  The  flrst  had 
no  odor  arid  the  second  a  slight  odor.  Neither  contained  much 
chlorine,  indicating  comparative  freedom  from  sewage  pollution, 
but  the  second  contained  slightly  more  than  the  first.  Of  albu- 
minoid ammonia,  resulting  in  this  case  doubtless  from  organic 
matter  of  vegetable  origin,  the  second  sample  yielded  nearly  twice 
as  much  as  the  first.  Of  total  solids  the  first  sample  contained  but 
5.40  parts  per  100,000,  of  which  3.60  consisted  of  organic  and  vege- 
table matter,  while  the  second  contained  23.20  parts,  of  which 
16.20  consisted  of  organic  and  volatile  matter,  and  the  solid 
residue  obtained  on  evaporation  of  the  water  in  this  case  turned 
black  and  evolved  a  strong  odor  on  ignition. 
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Therefore,  taJdng  into  consideration  all  the  facts,  it  seems  to 
me  that  we  are  justified  in  ooming  to  the  conclusion  before  stated, 
that  the  sediment  found  in  the  service  pipes  at  Keeseville  is  prob- 
ably due,  in  part  at  least,  to  the  discharge  of  waste  liquors  or 
other  material  from  the  pulp  mill  into  the  river  above  that  place. 

Very  respectfully, 

Willis  G.  Tucker, 

Director 

October  20.  Received  sample  of  water  from  Dr.  F.  T.  Cochran, 
health  oflBcer,  Hudson.    Reported  on  October  30. 

October  23.  Received  from  office  of  Board  a  sample  of  bread 
covered  in  part  with  a  pink  mould  for  examination  and  reported 
on  same  as  follows: 

Albany,  October  25,  1899 

B.  T.  Smblzer,  Secretaty  State  Board  of  Healthy  Albany: 

Dear  Sir — On  the  23d  instant  I  received  from  your  office  a  por- 
tion of  a  loaf  of  bread,  said  to  be  known  as  "  Sweet  home  bread  ^ 
and  to  be  manufactured  in  Lansingburg,  and  to  have  been  pur- 
chased from  C.  B.  Kieman  of  this  city.  It  was  partially  covered 
by  a  thick  salmon-colored  mould  which  is  said  to  have  appeared 
upon  it  "  within  a  few  hours  after  purchase,"  the  bread  having 
been  placed,  a®  stated,  in  "  a  dry  tin  box." 

Moulds  are  fungi  and  each  develops  from  its  own  specific  spores, 
with  varying  rapidity  under  varying  conditions,  but  warmth  and 
moisture  favor  their  development.  In  this  instance  it  is  entirely 
improbable  that  anything  in  the  bread  was  the  cause  of  the 
mould,  and  hence  its  appearance  cannot  be  regarded  as  evidence 
of  any  fault  in  the  bread,  or  the  materials  of  which  it  was  made. 
I  have  submitted  it  to  Professor  Peck,  state  botanist,  for  identi- 
fication, and  he  writes  me  as  follows  concerning  it: 

*^  The  fungus  on  sample  of  bread  left  for  identification  is  refer- 
able to  MoniUa  sitephila  (Mont.)  Sass.,  which  name  may  be  inter- 
preted the  bread-loving  motiUia,  It  is  a  relative  of  MoniUa  fruo- 
tif/ena,  Pers.,  which  is  one  of  the  most  destructive  species  we 
have,  destroying  especially  peaches,  cherries  and  plums,  even 
while  yet  hanging  on  the  tree,  and  often  attacking  apples,  peais 
and  quinces,  if  there  is  any  break  in  the  skin  through  which  the 
spores  can  get  access  to  the  flesh.  The  species  before  us  some- 
times attacks  piles  of  wheat  as  well  as  bread." 

Professor  Peck  agrees  with  me  that  the  mould  is  in  itself  harm- 
less though  unsightly.  Of  course  mouldy  food  would  not  ordi- 
narily be  eaten,  nor  would  it  generally  be  advisable  to  do  so.    In 
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a  suitable  environment,  and  if  the  spores  be  present,  suoh 
growths  often  occur  upon  bread,  cheese  and  other  foods,  and 
there  is  no  reason  to  suppose  that  the  quality  of  the  article  has 
anything  to  do  with  their  development.  It  seems  to  me  unlikely 
that  this  developed  as  rapidly  as  stated  by  the  purchaser,  but 
this  is  a  matter  of  little  importance. 

Very  respectfully, 

WILLIS  G.  TUOKER, 

Director 

October  24.  Received  sample  of  water  from  Dr.  E.  L.  Pox, 
bealth  officer,  Lexington.    Reported  on  October  30. 

October  27.  Received  sample  of  water  from  Dr.  W.  T.  Shaw, 
health  officer,  Voorheesville.    Reported  on  November  4. 

October  27.  Received  sample  of  water  from  Dr.  E.  A.  Simonda, 
health  officer,  Carthage.    Reported  on  November  4. 

November  4.  Received  sample  of  water  from  Dr.  F.  M.  Ferine, 
health  officer,  Dansville.    Reported  on  November  11. 

November  16.  Appeared  in  response  to  subpoena  before  the 
committee  on  manufactures,  U.  S.  Senate,  Hon.  William  E. 
Mason,  chairman,  and  gave  evidence  concerning  food  adulteration 
and  the  results  of  work  done  in  this  state  and  other  matters 
under  investigation  by  the  committee. 

December  8-11.  Purchased  in  Albany  25  samples  of  substances 
fiold  for  coloring  food  products  for  examination  with  view  to  mak- 
ing report  upon  the  same  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  chapter 
518,  laws  of  1899. 

December  11.  Received  two  samples  of  water  from  Dr.  F.  M. 
Ferine,  health  officer,  Dansville.    Reported  on  December  16. 

December  13.    Visited  Lockport  and  was  present  at  trial  of  a 

» 

suit  brought  against  the  board  of  health  of  Niagara  Falls  for  cloB- 
ing  a  well  which  had  been  condemned  by  the  board. 

December  20.  Received  a  sample  of  water  from  Dr.  P.  D.  Car- 
penter, health  officer,  Pittsford.    Reported  on  December  23. 

December  31.  Reported  on  the  examination  of  181  samples  of 
drugs  and  food  as  follows: 

During  the  month®  of  July,  August  and  September  there  were 
collected  in  Brockx)ort,  Albion,  Medina,  Lockport,  Niagara  Falla, 
Syracuse  and  Albany,  181  samples  of  drugs  and  food.    The  ex- 
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amination  of  these  •samples  has  been  completed  and  a  summary 
of  the  results  obtained  is  given  below.  Of  these  samples  there 
were  of  good  or  fair  quality,  133,  and  of  inferior  quality,  or,  in 
case  of  drugs,  varying  materially  from  the  pharmacopoeia!  stand- 
ard, 48,  but  it  is  to  be  borne  in  mind  that  in  the  main  such 
articles  were  chosen  as  experience  has  ehown  are  likely  to  be  of 
unsatisfactory  quality.  I  am  diecidedly  of  opinion  that  there  has 
been  a  marked  improvement  during  recent  years  in  the  quality 
of  the  drugs  and  most  of  the  medicinal  preparations  sold  in  the 
drug  stores  of  this  state,  and  believe  this  to  be  the  case  with  many 
of  the  commoner  and  more  important  food  articles  also,  and  I 
think  that  the  publicity  given  in  our  reports  to  the  results  of  the 
examinations  which  we  have  made  is,  in  large  measure,  re- 
sponsible for  this  improvement  The  following  is  a  summary  of 
the  articles  examined: 

Article  Good  or  fair       Inferior 

Tincture  of  opium 5  0 

Distilled  water 2  5 

Ether 2  7 

Oreoeote 8  2 

Tincture  of  iodine. 8  1 

Ammonia  water 2  8 

Solution  of  hydrogen  dioxide 10  0 

Diluted  acetic  acid 4  6 

Olive  oil 4  6 

Resorcin 8  0 

8(yrup  of  ferrous  iodide 4  4 

Bismuth  sub-nitrate. 10  0 

Acetanilid ^  0 

Reduced  iron 7  1 

Balol 7  0 

Spirit  of  nitrous  ether 6  2 

Syrup  of  hydriodic  acid 4  1 

Potassium  bi-tartrate 15  5 

Ooffee 6  0 

Tomato  catsup 6  0 

Granulated  sugar 6  0 

Total 133  48 


3= 


Conmients  on  above  results:  It  is  gratifying  to  observe  that  all 
the  samples  of  tincture  of  opium  are  suflflciently  near  to  the 
pharmacopoeial  standard  to  be  rated  as  good  or  fair.  Distilled 
water  is  very  generally  of  unsatisfactory  quality,  common  tap 
water  being  often  dispensed.    The  large  number  of  samples  of 
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inferior  ether  is  due  to  the  fact  that  common  ether  is  often  sold 
when  "  ether  "  is  called  for,  although  this  is  the  present  pharma- 
copceial  diesignation  of  the  article  known  in  the  pharmacopoeia  of 
1880  as  "  stronger  ether."  Ammonia  water  loses  strength  rapidly 
and  is  often  of  unsatisfactory  quality  as  dispensed.  Syrup  of 
ferrous  iodide  is  liable  to  change  by  exposure  and  is  often  of  a 
quality  which  does  not  comply  with  the  pharmacopceial  require- 
ments. The  inferior  samples  of  potassium  bi-tartrate  were  pur- 
chased in  grocery  stores.  That  obtained  in  drug  stores  is  almost 
invariably  of  good  quality.  The  coffee  samples  were  uuground 
and  of  various  qualities,  but  none  of  them  contained  any  actual 
adulterant.  Of  the  tomato  catsups  two  contained  salicylic  acid, 
iind  three  contained  benzoic  acid,  as  a  preservative.  In  but  one 
sample  was  no  preservative  discovered.  As  it  is  a  question 
whether  such  addition  is  a  violation  of  any  existing  law  in  this 
state  in  the  case  of  this  article,  I  have  classed  all  the  samples  as 
good  or  fair.  We  notice  a  decided  improvement  in  the  quality 
-of  the  following  articles  as  compared  with  samples  of  the  same 
articles  collected  and  examined  a  few  years  since,  and  believe 
this  to  be  due  to  the  publication  of  previous  results;  tincture  of 
iodine,  creosote,  solution  of  hydrogen  dioxide,  reduced  iron,  and 
spirit  of  nitrous  ether. 

The  accompanying  tables  give  the  name  and  place  of  business 
of  all  dealers  from  whom  samples  of  food  or  drugs  have  been 
collected  and  the  results  of  the  examination  of  such  samples. 
Concerning  methods  of  analysis  in  the  case  of  drugs  it  may  be  said 
that,  as  only  official  (pharmacopoeial)  articles  have  been  collected, 
and  the  standard  of  quality  prescribed'  by  the  Pharmacopoeia 
being  the  legal  standard  to  which  articles  included  therein  must 
conform,  the  pharmacopoeial  tests  and  analytical  processes  have 
been  generally  followed.  While  exhaustive  analyses  have  not 
generally  been  necessary,  at  least  one  quantitive  determination 
has  been  made  in  most  cases.  The  examination  has  been  sufficient 
in  each  instance  to  determine  whether  the  article  deviated  ma- 
terially from  the  pharmacepoeial  standard,  and  more  than  this 
has  seldom  been  required.  Samples  have  been  classed  as  of 
^*good  quality"  when  they  fulfill  the  requirements  of  the 
United  States  Pharmacopoeia  or  fall  below  the  same,  only  in 
some  trifling  and  unimportant  respect;  or  "  fair  quality  "  if,  while 
not  fully  up  to  the  pharmacopoeial  standard,  they  are  evidently 
neither  intentionally  adulterated  nor  decidedly  below  such  standi 
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ard,  and  of  "  inferior  quality,"  if  clearly  adulterated  or  falsified^ 
lacking  in  any  important  conelituent,  deficient  in  strength  from 
improper  manufacture,  partial  or  complete  decomposition  or 
other  causes,  or  containing  an  undue  amount  of  impurity.  If  in 
some  cases,  through  ignorance  or  intent,  a  wrong  article  has  Deen 
sold  or  some  inferior  article  of  a  nature  similar  to  that  called  for 
has  been  substituted,  such  samples  have  been  classed  under  the 
head  "  not  ae  called  for."  Articles  like  the  diluted  acids,  possess- 
ing excessive  strength,  have  been  classed  under  that  head. 
The  following  were  the  articles  examined: 
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WATER  ANALYSES 

Daring  the  year,  as  above  stated,  69  samples  of  drinking  water 
from  yarioas  localities,  have  been  examined.  Reports  on  these 
analyses,  which,  while  not  exhaustiye,  have  been  safiBcient  in 
most  instances  to  serve  the  purposes  intended,  not  having  been 
elsewhere  published,  are  appended.  The  following  circular  of 
instructions  has  been  mailed  in  advance  to  the  senders  of  all 
samples  and,  in  construing  the  results,  the  information  furnished 
as  to  source  of  supply,  surroundings,  and  possible  contamina- 
tions, has  been  taken  into  consideration  in  forming  an  opinion 
as  to  quality  and  advising  as  to  use  for  domestic  purposes,  and 
this  may  explain  why  the  opinion  as  to  quality  and  desirability 
for  use  may  not,  in  all  cases,  appear  to  be  justified  by  the  analyti- 
cal results  alone : 

Chemical  Analysis  op  Waters 
state  board  of  health  op  new  york 

DIBBOTIONa  FOR  TAKING  AND  FORWABDINO  lAMFLIft  OF  WATBB 

I.    Uaa  oIaui  gta$»  demijohns  of  gftllon  oapftdty.    Jr«9«r  uj«  tUmsjuft. 
IL    Riose  the  demyohns  tboroasEly  seyend  timM  with  the  water  before  fllling. 
IIL    Fill  with  •  fair  sample  of  the  water  to  be  aoalyied,  and  if  dippers,  fannelB  or  otber 

Tessela  are  need,  see  to  it  that  these  are  clean. 
lY.    Close  with  a  new  and  clean  cork  which  sboold  be  well  tied  down  with  cord.    The  ends  of 

the  cord  may  be  sealed,  bat  top  should  not  be  coated  with  wax. 
y.    Accompany  sample  with  description  of  same,  stating  source,  proximity  of  bouses,  stables, 

Srivies,  cesspools,  drains  or  other  souroes  of  possible  contamination,  and  if  £rom  well, 
epth,  and  character  of  soil.    If  several  samples  are  sent  state  whether  fh>m  same 
vicinity  or  same  source,  and  describe  fully,  stating  reasons  for  selection  of  the  samples. 
AU  samples  to  be  properly  numbered  or  otherwise  labeled  for  purpose  of  identUloation. 
YI.    Forward  without  ^elmj,  prepaying  all  charae$,  to  Prof.  Willis  Q.  Tucker,  Director  State 

Laboratoxy,  Albany  Medical  Colleg^  Albany,  N.  Y. 
y  n.    Hake  the  address  tag  and  marking  secure. 

BAXTER  T.  SHKLZER,  M.  D. 

8€CMtary  and  Bx4«ut^€  oJ/lc9r 

No.  471 
(Results  are  parts  in  100,000) 

Received  from  Dr.  E.  Herman  Wakelee,  Big  Flats;  date  re- 
ceiv.ed,  January  13,  1899;  source,  well,  W,.  O.  Peebles;  how 
labelled,  *Trom  Big  Flats,  N.  Y.''  Appearance :  Color,  light  yel- 
lowish green;  turbidity,  very  slight;  sediment,  slight;  odor  at 
100  degrees  F.,  very  slight;  chlorine  in  chlorides,  0.70;  free  am- 
monia, 0.0011;  albuminoid  ammonia,  0.0034;  nitrites,  none;  total 
solids,  20.20;  loss  on  ignition,  7.80;  behavior  during  ignition,  no 
change;  mineral  matter,  12.40;  remarks,  satisfactory  quality. 

Dated  at  State  Board  of  Health  laboratory,  Albany,  N.  Y., 
January  20,  1899. 
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No.  472 
(Results  aire  parts  in  100,000) 

Received  from  Dr.  O.  I.  Redfleld,  health  officer,  Middletown; 
date  received,  February  20,  1899;  source,  well;  how  labelled, 
"No.  I."  Appearance:  CJolor,  light  greenish  yellow;  turbidity, 
none;  sediment,  none;  Odor  at  100  degrees  F.,  none;  chlorine  in 
chlorides,  0.80;  free  ammonia,  0.0031;  albuminoid  ammonia, 
0.0040;  nitrites,  none;  total  solids,  29.20;  Iobs  on  ignition,  8.80; 
behavior  during  ignition,  darkened  slightly;  mineral  matter, 
20.40;  remarks,  fair  quality. 

Dated  at  State  Board  of  Health  laboratory,  Albany,  N.  Y., 
February  27,  1899. 


No.  473 

(Results  are  parts  in  100,000) 

Received  from  Dr.  C.  I.  Riedfield,  health  officer,  Middletown; 
date  received,  February  20,  1899;  source,  well;  how  labelled, 
"No.  II."  Appearance:  Color,  light  greenish  yellow;  turbidity, 
very  slight;  sediment,  very  slight;  odor  at  100  degrees  F.,  none; 
chlorine  in  chlorides,  5.40;  free  ammonia,  trace;  albuminoid  am- 
monia, 0.0025;  nitrites,  trace;  total  solids,  70.80;  loss  on  ignition, 
24.60;  behavior  during  ignition,  darkened  very  slightly;  mineral 
matter,  46.20;  remarks,  unsatisfactory  under  circumstances 
stated  in  accompanying  letter,  advise  use  be  discontinued. 

Dated  at  State  Board  of  Health  laboratory,  Albany,  N.  Y., 
February  27,  1899. 


No.  474 
(Results  a<re  parts  in  100,000) 

Received  from  Dr.  C.  I.  Redfield,  health  officer,  Middletown; 
date  received,  February  20, 1899;  ©ource,  well;  how  labelled,  "No. 
III.''  Appearance:  Color,  light  greenish  yellow;  turbidity,  very 
slight;  sediment,  very  slight;  odor  at  100  degrees  F.,  none; 
chlorine  in  chlorides,  5.30;  free  ammonia,  0.0013;  albuminoid  am- 
monia, 0.0035;  nitrites,  present;  total  solids,  72.40;  losa  on  igni- 
tion, 17.80;  behavior  during  ignition,  no  change;  mineral  matter, 
54.60;  Temarks,  unsatisfactory,  under  circumstances  stated  in 
accompanying  letter,  advise  use  be  discontinued. 

Dated  at  Btate  Board  of  Health  laboratory,  Albany,  N.  Y., 
February  27, 1899. 
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No.  475 
(ReBults  aire  parts  in  100,000) 

Received  from  Dr.  C.  I.  Bedfield,  health  officer,  Middletown; 
date  received,  February  20, 1899;  source,  well;  how  labelled,  "No. 
IV."  Appearance:  Color,  light  greenish  yellow;  turbidity,  very 
slight;  sediment,  slight;  odor  at  100  degrees  F.,  none;  chlorine 
in  chlorides,  1.5;  free  ammonia,  0.0005;  albuminoid  ammonia, 
0.0040;  nitrites,  none;  total  solide,  28.40;  loss  on  ignition,  8.80; 
behavior  during  ignition,  no  change;  mineral  matter,  19.60;  re- 
marks, fair  quality. 

Dated  at  State  Board  of  Health  laboratory,  Albany,  N.  Y., 
February  27,  1899. 


No.  476 
(Results  are  parts  in  100,000) 

Received  from  Dr.  C.  I.  Redfield,  health  officer,  Middletown; 
date  received,  February  20, 1899;  source,  well;  how  labelled,  "No. 
V."  Appearance:  Color,  greenish  yellow;  turbidity,  slight;  sedi- 
ment, slight;  odor  at  100  degrees  F.,  very  slight;  chlorine  in 
chlorides,  8.80;  free  ammonia,  0.0043;  albuminoid  ammonia, 
0.0041;  nitrites,  present;  total  solids,  111.80;  loss  on  ignition, 
24.60;  behavior  during  ignition,  no  change;  mineral  matter, 
87.20;  remarks,  unsatisfactory,  advise  the  use  be  discontinued. 

Dated  at  S^tate  Board  of  Health  laboratory,  Albany,  N.  Y., 
February  27,  1899. 


No.  477. 
(Results  are  parts  in  100,000.) 

Rteceived  from  Dr.  R.  J.  Menzie,  health  officer,  Caledonia; 
date  received,  February  23,  1899;  source,  village  water  from 
pumping  station;  how  labelled,  "From  R.  J.  Menzie."  Appear- 
ance: Color,  light  greenish;  turbidity,  none;  sediment,  trifling; 
odor  at  100  degrees  F.,  slight;  chlorine  in  chlorides,  4.60;  free 
ammonia,  0.0011;  albuminoid  ammonia,  0.0025;  nitrites,  none; 
total  solids,  63.60;  loss  on  ignition,  16.40;  behavior  during  igni- 
tion, no  change;  mineral  matter,  47.20;  remarks,  fair  quality. 

Dated  at  State  Board  of  Health  laboratory,  Albany,  N.  Y., 
February  27,  1899. 
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No.  478. 
(Results  are  parts  in  100,000.) 

Received  from  Dr.  B.  R.  Wakeman,  health  officer,  Homells- 
ville;  date  received,  March  2,  1899;  source,  city  water  works; 
how  labelled,  "From  Dr.  B.  R.  Wakeman."  Appearance:  Color, 
decided  greenish  yellow  tint;  turbidity,  distinct;  sediment,  con- 
siderable; odor  at  100  degrees  F.,  very  slight;  chlorine  in  chlo- 
rides, 0.15;  free  ammonia,  0.0031;  albuminoid  ammonia,  0.0086; 
nitrites,  none;  total  solids,  10.40;  loss  on  ignition,  4.20;  behavior 
during  ignition,  darkened;  mineral  matter,  6.20;  remarks,  com- 
pare favorably  with  many  surface  waters,  being  of  fair  quality. 

Dated  at  State  Board  of  Health  laboratory,  Albany,  N.  Y., 
March  8,  1899. 


No.  479 

(Results  are  parts  in  100,000) 

Received  from  Hon.  G.  S.  Fordyce,  Union  Springs;  date  re- 
ceived, March  4,  1899;  source,  not  stated;  how  labelled, 
"From  G.  S.  Fordyce.''  Appearance:  Color,  light  greenish; 
turbidity,  very  slight;  sediment,  slight;  odor  at  100  degrees  F., 
none;  chlorine  in  chlorides,  0.90;  free  ammonia,  0.0050;  albu- 
minoid ammonia,  0.0046;  nitrites,  present;  total  solids, 31.80;  loss 
on  ignition,  9.60;  behavior  during  ignition,  darkened  very 
slightly;  mineral  matter,  22.20;  remarks,  results  not  entirely 
satisfactory. 

Dated  at  State  Board  of  Health  laboratory,  Albany,  N.  Y., 
March  8,  1899. 


No.  480 
(Results  are  parts  in  100,000) 

Received  from  Hon.  R.  A.  M.  Deeley,  president  board  of  health, 
Hudson;  date  received,  March  9, 1899;  source,  city  water  supply; 
how  labelled,  "R.  A.  M.  Deeley."  Appearance:  Color,  decided 
yellowish  tint;  turbidity,  distinct;  sediment,  slight;  odor  at  100 
degrees  F.,  none;  chlorine  in  chlorides,  0.10;  free  ammonia, 
0.0015;  albuminoid  ammonia,  0.0035;  nitrites,  present;  total 
solids,  9.60;  loss  on  ignition,  2.80;  behavior  during  ignition, 
darkened,  mineral  matter,  6.80;  remarks,  fair  quality  for  surface 
water  and  under  existing  conditions. 

Dated  at  State  Board  of  Health  laboratory,  Albany,  N.  Y., 
March  18,  1899. 
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No.  481 
(Results  are  parts  in  100,000) 

Received  from  Dr.  I.  C.  Haring,  health  officer,  West  Nyack; 
date  received,  March  20,  1890;  source,  well  in  Rockland  lake; 
how  labelled,  "From  Dr.  I.  C.  Haring."  Appearance:  Color, 
light  greenish  yellow;  turbidity,  none;  sediment,  none;  odor  at 
100  degrees  F.,  slight;  chlorine  in  chlorides,  38.80;  free  ammonia, 
0.0038;  albuminoid  -ammonia,  0.0083;  nitrites,  present;  total 
solids,  189.20;  loss  on  ignition,  71.60;  behavior  during  ignition, 
darkened  slightly;  mineral  matter,  117.60;  remarks,  unsatis- 
factory.   Advise  that  use  be  discontinued. 

Dated  at  State  Board  of  Health  laboratory,  Albany,  N.  Y., 
March  31,  1899. 


No.  482 


(Results  are  parts  in  100,000) 

Received  from  Dr.  J.  C.  La  Dow,  health  officer,  Mechanicville ; 
date  received,  March  25, 1890;  source,  wells;  how  labelled,  *Trom 
J.  O.  La  Dow."  Appearance:  Color,  nearly  colorless;  turbidity, 
none;  sediment,  none;  odor  at  100  degrees  F.,  none;  chlorine  in 
chlorides,  4.1;  free  ammonia,  0.0015;  albuminoid  ammonia,  0.0038; 
nitrites,  faint  trace;  total  eolids,  58.40;  loss  on  Ignition,  16.20; 
behavior  doiring  ignition,  darkened  very  slightly;  mineral  matter, 
42.20;  remarks,  results  not  entirely  satisfactory  but  do  not 
warrant  condemnation. 

Dajted  State  Board  of  Health  laboratory,  Albany,  N.  Y.,  March 
31,  1899. 


No.  483 
(Results  are  parts  in  100,000) 

Received'  from  O.  B.  Bates,  president  of  board  of  health,  White- 
hall, date  received,  March  29,  1899 ;  source,  spring,  T.  S.  McLach- 
lan;  how  labelled,  "No.  1."  Appearance:  Color,  very  light 
greenish;  turbidity,  none;  sediment,  trifling;  odor  at  100  degrees 
F.,  none;  chlorine  in  chlorides,  1.40;  free  ammonia,  0.0030;  albumi- 
noid ammonia,  0.0043;  nitrites,  trace;  total  solids,  22.80;  loss  on 
ignition,  8.60;  behavior  during  ignition,  darkened  slightly; 
mineral  matter,  14.20;  remarks,  satisfactory,  aside  from  trace  of 
nitrites. 

Dated  at  State  Board  of  Health  laboratory,  Albany,  N.  Y.,  April 
4,1899. 
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No.  484 
(Results  are  parts  in  100,000) 

Received  from  O.  B.  Bates,  president  board  of  health,  White- 
hall, date  received,  March  29,  1899;  source,  spring,  James 
McLaughlin;  how  labelled,  "No.  2."  Appearance:  Color,  light 
greenish;  turbidity,  none;  sediment,  trifling;  odor  at  100  degrees 
P.,  very  slight;  chlorine  in  chlorides,  0.70;  free  ammonia,  0.0005; 
albuminoid  ammonia,  0.00^;  nitrites,  faint  trace;  total  solids, 
19.20;  loes  on  ignition,  6.60;  behavior  during  ignition,  darkened 
very  slightly;  mineral  matter,  12.60;  remarks,  satisfactory,  aside 
from  trace  of  nitrites. 

Dated  at  State  Board  of  Health  laboratory,  Albany,  N.  Y., 
April  4, 1899.. 


No.  485 
(Results  are  parts  in  100,000) 

Received  from  O.  B.  Bates,  president  of  board  of  health,  White- 
hall, date  received,  March  29,  1899;  source,  public  -supply;  how 
labelled,  "  No.  3."  Appearance:  Color,  light  greenish;  turbidity, 
none;  sediment,  none;  odor  at  100  degrees  F.,  none;  chlorine  ia 
chlorides,  0.10;  free  ammonia,  trace;  albuminoid  ammonia,  0.0026; 
nitrites,  none;  total  solids,  7.20;  loss  on  ignition,  2.60;  behavior 
during  ignition,  no  change;  mineral  matter,  4.60;  remarks,  ex- 
cellent quality. 

Dated  at  State  Board  of  Health  laboratory,  Albany,  N.  Y., 
April  4, 1809. 


No.  486 

(Results  are  parts  in  100,000) 

Received  from  New  York  State  custodial  asylum,  Newark; 
date  received,  April  15,  1899;  source,  not  stated;  how  labelled, 
"New  York  State  custodial  asylum."  Appearance:  CJolor, 
greenish  yellow;  turbidity,  very  slight;  sediment,  very  slight; 
odor  at  100  degrees  F.,  none ;  chlorine  in  chlorides,  0.50 ;  free 
ammonia,  0.0043;  albuminoid  ammonia,  0.0073;  nitrites,  present; 
total  solids,  34.20;  loss  on  ignition,  11.40;  behavior  during  igni- 
tion, darkened  very  slightly;  mineral  matter,  22.80;  remarks: 
fairly  satisfactory,  but  not  to  be  recommended  if  a  better  supply 

is  procurable. 

Dated  at  State  Board  of  Health  laboratory,  Albany,  N.   Y., 

April  28, 1890. 
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No.  487 
(Results  are  parts  in  100,000) 

Received'  from  Dr.  J.  H.  Bogart,  health  oflBcer,  Roslyn;  date 
received,  April  20, 18^9;  source,  not  stated;  how  labelled,  "Prom 
Dr.  J.  H.  Bogart."  Appearance:  Color,  light  greenish;  turbidity, 
none;  sediment,  trifling;  odor  at  100  degrees  F.,  none;  chlorine  in 
chlorides,  0.50;  free  aonmonia,  trace;  albuminoid  ammonia,  0.0022; 
nitrites,  trace;  total  solids,  4.60;  loss  on  ignition,  1.60;  behavior 
during  ignition,  no  change;  mineral  matter,  3.00;  remarks,  aside 
from  traces  of  nitrites  is  of  very  good  quality. 

Dated  at  State  Board  of  Health  laboratory,  Albany,  N.  Y., 
April  28,  18©9. 


No.  488. 
(Results  are  parts  in  100,000) 

Received  from  Gardner  Fuller,  Superintendent  State  school  for 
the  blind,  Batavia;  date  received,  April  19,  1899;  source,  well  in 
State  park;  how  labelled,  '*From  N.  Y.    State   school   for   the 

Blind,  .''    Appearance:    Color,  nearly  colorless;  turbidity, 

none;  sediment,  none;  odor  at  100  degrees  F.,  none;  chlorine  in 
chlorides,  0.40;  free  ammonia,  0.0043;  albuminoid  ammonia, 
0.0030;  nitrites,  none;  total  solids,  38.60;  loss  on  ignition,  5.40; 
behavior  during  ignition,  darkened  very  slightly;  mineral  matter, 
33.20;  remarks,  satisfactory. 

Dated  at  State  Board  of  Health  laboratory,  Albany,  N.  Y., 
April  28, 1899. 


No.  489 
(Results  are  parts  in  100,000) 

Received  from  Dr.  M.  J.  Hall,  health  officer,  Mamaroneck;  date 
received,  April  29,  1899;  source,  well;  how  labelled,  "From  St. 
Michaers  home,  Mamaroneck,  N.  Y."  Appearance:  Color,  nearly 
colorless;  turbidity,  none;  sediment,  none;  odor  at  100  degrees 
F.,  none;  chlorine  in  chlorides,  0.30;  free  ammonia^  0.0013;  albu- 
minoid ammonia,  0.0040;  nitrites,  none;  total  solids,  32.80;  loss 
on  ignition,  13.20;  behavior  during  ignition,  no  change;  mineral 
matter,  19.60;  remarks,  satisfactory. 

Dated  at  State  Board  of  Health  laboratory,  Albany,  N.  Y., 
Mav  5,  1899. 
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No.  490 
(Results  are  parts  in  100,000) 

Received  from  Dr.  J.  A.  Reed,  health  officer,  Newark;  date 
received.  May  0,  1899 ;  source,  well ;  how  labelled,  "  From  J.  A. 

Reed, ."    Appearance:  Color,  greenish  yellow;  turbidity,  dia- 

tinct;  sediment,  considerable;  odor  at  100  degrees  F.,  none;  chlo- 
rine in  chlorides,  3.30;  free  ammonia,  0.0036;  albuminoid  am- 
monia, 0.0040;  nitrites,  present;  total  solids,  110.80;  loss  on  igni- 
tion, 20.60;  behavior  during  ignition,  no  change;  mineral  matter, 
84.20;  remarks,  not  satisfactory.  Advise  that  use  be  discon- 
tinued. 

Dated  at  State  Board  of  Health  laboratory,  Albany,  N.  Y., 
May  10,  1899. 


No.  491 
(Results  are  parts  in  100,000) 

Received  from  W.  S.  Hart,  clerk,  board  of  health,  Turin ;  date 
received,  May  31,  1899;  source,  spring;  how  labelled,  "  From  Vil- 
lage of  Turin,  N.  Y."  Appearance:  Color,  greenish  yellow  tint; 
turbrdity,  slight;  sediment,  trifling;  odor  at  100  degrees  F.,  very 
slight;  chlorine  in  chlorides,  0.50;  free  ammonia,  0.0055;  albu- 
minoid ammonia,  0.0120;  nitrites,  faint  trace;  total  solids,  26.20; 
loss  on  ignition,  6.40;  behavior  during  ignition,  darkened;  min- 
eral matter,  19.80;  remarks,  not  of  entirely  satisfactory  quality. 

Dated  at  State  Board  of  Health  laboratory,  Albany,  N.  Y., 
June  7,  1899. 


No.  492 

(Results  are  parts  in  100,000) 

Received  from  Dr.  Cyrus  Kay,  health  officer,  Herkimer;  date 
received,  June  1^  1899;  source,  well;  how  labelled,  "  Schmidt,  Her- 
kimer." Appearance:  Color,  peculiar  reddish  brown;  turbidity, 
decided;  sediment,  considerable;  odor  at  100  degrees  F.,  strong 
(of  gasoline);  chlorine  in  chlorides,  2.90;  free  ammonia,  0.3420; 
albuminoid  ammonia,  0.0588;  nitrites,  present;  total  solids,  48.40; 
loss  on  ignition,  13.60;  behavior  during  ignition,  blackened;  min- 
eral matter,  34.80;  remarks,  water  foul  and  entirely  unfit  for 
ose. 

Dated  at  State  Board  of  Health  laboratory,  Albany,  N.  Y., 
June  7,  1899. 
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No.  493 

(Besnlts  are  parts  in  100,000) 

Beceived  from  Dr.  Cyrus  Kay,  health  officer,  Herkimer;  date 
received,  June  1,  1899;  source,  well;  how  labelled,  "Schindler, 
Herkimer."  Appearance:  Color,  light  greenish  yellow;  turbidity, 
very  slight;  sediment,  very  slight;  odor  at  100  degrees  F.,  slight; 
-chlorine  in  chlorides,  2.9;  free  ammonia,  0.0240;  albuminoid  amr 
monia,  0.0110;  nitrites,  present;  total  solids,  55.20;  loss  on  igni- 
tion, 13.80;  behavior  during  ignition,  darkened  slightly;  mineral 
matter,  41.40;  remarks,  not  satisfactory. 

Dated  at  State  Board  of  Health  laboratory,  Albany,  N.  Y., 
June  7, 1899. 


No.  494 
(Results  are  parts  in  100,000) 

Received  from  State  Board  of  Health  office,  Albany;  date  re- 
-ceived,  June  1,  1899;  source,  well;  how  labelled,  "Hinckel  well, 
Town  of  Bethlehem."  Appearance:  Color,  greenish  yellow;  tur- 
bidity, slight;  sediment,  slight;  odor  at  100  degrees  F.,  slight; 
<»hlorJDe  in  chlorides,  0.20;  free  ammonia,  0.0090;  albuminoid  am- 
monia, 0.0120;  nitrites,  none;  total  solids,  46.80;  loss  on  ignition, 
14.60;  behavior  during  ignition,  darkened  slightly;  mineral  mat- 
ter, 32.20;  remarks,  not  entirely  satisfactory. 

Dated  at  State  Board  of  Health  laboratory,  Albany,  N.  Y., 
June  7, 1899. 


No.  495 
(Rearults  are  parts  in  100,000) 

Received  from  Samuel  Kibbey,  president  board  of  health, 
Seneca  Falls;  date  received,  June  14,  1899;  source,  not  stated; 
iow  labelled,  "  From  Seneca  Falls,  N.  Y."  Appearance :  Color, 
light  greenish  yellow;  turbidity,  slight;  sediment,  slight;  odor  at 
100  degrees  F.,  slight;  chlorine  in  chlorides,  2.60;  free  ammonia, 
O.0037;  albuminoid  ammonia,  0.0142;  nitrites,  present;  total 
solids,  17.80;  loss  on  ignition,  5.20;  behavior  during  ignition, 
blackened;  mineral  matter,  12.00;  remarks,  not  of  satisfactory 
quality. 

Dated  at  State  Board  of  Health  laboratory,  Albany,  N.  Y., 
June  16,  1899. 
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No.  496 
(Beaults  are  parts  in  100,000) 

Received  from  Dr.  H.  Eugene  Smith,  health  officer,  Mt.  Vernon; 
date  received,  June  16,  1890;  source,  not  stated;  how  labelled^ 

"From  H.  Eugene  Smith,  M.  D.,  ^ ."     Appearance:    Color^ 

nearly  colorless;  turbidity,  none;  ©ediment,  trifling;  odor  at  100 
degrees  F.,  none;  chlorine  in  chlorides,  3.50;  free  ammonia,  0.0050; 
albuminoid  ammonia,  0.0047;  nitrites,  trace;  total  solids,  48.80; 
loss  on  ignition,  14.40;  behavior  during  ignition,  no  change;  min- 
eral matter,  34.40;  remarks,  satisfactory  quality  aside  from  trace 
of  nitriteB. 

Dated  at  State  Board  of  Health  laboratory,  Albany,  N.  Y., 
June  20,  1899. 


No.  497 
(Results  are  parts  in  100,000) 

Received  from  Dr.  J.  H.  Bogart,  health  officer,  Roslyn;  date 
received,  June  24,  1890;  how  labelled,  "  Water  from  Stephen 
Rushmore's  pond."  Appearance:  Color,  dark  greenish;  turbidity^ 
opaque;  sediment,  considerable;  odor  at  100  degrees  F.,  highly 
offensive;  remarke,  water  foul  and  unfit  for  any  use,  and  no 
analysis  necessary. 

Dated  at  State  Board  of  Health  laboratory,  Albany,  N.  Y.^ 
July  1,  1809. 


No.  498 
(Resiults  are  parts  in  100,000) 

Received  from  Dr.  J.  H.  Bogart,  health  officer,  Roslyn;  date 
received,  June  24,  1899;  how  labelled,  "Water  from  ^ilae  W. 
Albertson's  pond.''  Appearance:  Color,  greenish;  turbidity^ 
opaque;  sediment,  considerable;  odor  at  100  degrees  F.,  highly 
offensive;  remarke,  water  foul  and  unfit  for  any  use,  and  no 
analysis  necessary. 

Dated  at  State  Board  of  Health  laboratory,  Albany,  N.  Y.^ 
July  1,  18^. 
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No.  499 
(Results  are  parts  in  100,000) 

Receired  from  Dr.  P.  W.  O'Brien,  health  officer,  Peekskill;  date 
received,  June  29,  1899;  source,  public  supply;  how  labelled, 
"  From  Peekfikill,  N.  Y.-'  Appearance:  Color,  greenish  tint;  tur- 
bidity, very  slight;  sediment,  slight;  odor  at  100  degrees  F., 
slight;  chlorine  in  chlorides^  0.15;  free  ammonia,  0.0028;  albu- 
minoid ammonia,  0.0067;  nitrites,  faint  trace;  total  solids,  7.80; 
loss  on  ignition,  3.40;  behavior  during  ignition,  darkened,  slight 
odor;  mineral  matter,  4.40;  remarks,  satisfactory  aside  from  trace 
of  nitrites. 

Dated  at  State  Board  of  Health  laboratory,  Albany,  N.  Y., 
July  5,  1899. 


No.  500 

(Results  are  parts  in  100,000) 

Received  from  Hon.  G.  S.  Fordyce,  Union  Springs;  date  re- 
'<;eived,  July  11, 1899;  source,  well;  how  labelled,  "  From  Fordyce, 
Union  Springs."  Appearance:  Color,  light  greenish;  turbidity, 
Tery  slight;  sediment,  slight;  odor  at  100  degrees  F.,  very  slight; 
chlorine  in  chlorides,  4.60;  free  ammonia,  0.0017;  albuminoid  am- 
monia, 0.0085;  nitrites,  present;  total  solids,  59.40;  loss  on  igni- 
tion, 17.20;  bdiavior  during  ignition,  darkened  slightly;  mineral 
matter,  42.20;  remarks,  not  entirely  satisfactory. 

Dated  at  State  Board  of  Health  laboratory,  Albany,  N.  Y.,  July 
14,  189». 


No.  501 
(Results  are  parts  in  100,000) 

Received  from  Br.  H.  Eugene  Smith,  health  officer,  Mount  Ver- 
non; date  received,  July  24, 1809;  source,  city  water;  how  labelled, 
"Cold,  Dr.  Smith."  Appearance:  Color,  light  greenish;  turbidity, 
none;  sediment,  none;  odor  at  100  degrees  F.,  none;  chlorine  in 
chlorides,  0.70;  free  ammonia,  0.0063;  albuminoid  ammonia, 
0.0109;  nitrite®,  none;  total  solid®,  9.80;  loss  on  ignition,  3.40; 
behavior  during  ignition,  darkened  slightly;  mineral  matter,  6.40; 
remarks,  fair  quality. 

Dated  at  State  Board'  of  Health  laboratory,  Albany,  N'.  Y.,  July 
51, 1809. 
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No.  502 
(Reealts  are  parts  in  100,000) 

Received  from  Dr.  H.  Eugene  Smith,  health  oflBcer,  Mount  Ver- 
non; date  received,  July  24, 1899;  source,  city  water;  how  labelled, 
"  Hot  water,  Dr.  Smith."  Appearance:  Color,  light  greenish; 
turbidity,  very  slight;  sediment,  trifling;  odor  at  100  degrees  P., 
none;  chlorine  in  chlorides,  0.70;  free  ammonia,  0.0019;  albumi- 
noid ammonia,  0.0109;  nitrites,  present;  total  solids,  9.20;  loss  on 
ignition,  3.60;  behavior  during  ignition,  darkened  slightly;  min- 
eral matter,  5.60;  remarks,  fair  quality  aside  from  presence  of 
nitrites. 

Dated  at  State  Board  of  Health  laboratory,  Albany,  N.  Y.,  July 
31,  1899. 


No.  503 
(Results  are  parts  in  100,000) 

Received  from  Dr.  J.  D.  Oook,  health  officer,  Shortsville;  date 
received,  July  27, 1899;  source,  well;  how  labelled, "  Prom  Shorts- 
ville, N.  Y."  Appearance:  Ck>lor,  greenish;  turbidity,  none;  sedi- 
ment, none;  odor  at  100  degrees  P.,  very  slight;  chlorine  in 
chlorides,  5.20;  free  ammonia,  0.0055;  albuminoid  ammonia, 
0.0205;  nitrites,  present,  total  solids,  84.80;  loss  on  ignition,  10.40; 
behavior  during  ignition,  blackened;  mineral  matter,  74.40;  re- 
marks, not  satisfactory.    Advise  that  use  be  discontinued. 

Dated  at  State  Board  of  Health  laboratory,  Albany,  N.  Y.,  July 
31, 1899. 


No.  504 
(Results  are  parts  in  100,000) 

Received  from  Dr.  H.  W.  Wilcox,  Deposit;  date  received,  Au- 
gust 5,  1899;  source,  village  water  works;  how  labelled,  "Prom 
Deposit,  N.  Y."  Appearance:  CJolor,  greenish  yellow;  turbidity, 
distinct;  sediment,  considerable;  odor  at  100  degrees  P.,  slight; 
chlorine  in  chlorides,  0.10;  free  ammonia,  0.0050;  albuminoid  am- 
monia, 0.0137;  nitrites,  none;  total  solids,  4.40;  less  on  ignition, 
2.10;  behavior  during  ignition,  darkened;  mineral  matter,  2.30; 
remarks,  not  entirely  satisfactory  but  results  do  not  warrant 
condemnation. 

Dated  at  State  Board  of  Health  laboratory,  Albany,  N.  Y.,  Au- 
gust 10, 1899. 
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No.  505 
(BeBults  are  parts  in  100,000) 

Received  from  B.  E.  Elphee,  clerk  board  of  health,  Mayfleld; 
date  received,  August  5, 1899;  source,  open  spring  in  cellar;  how 
labelled,  "  From  Village  of  Mayfleld,  N.  Y."  Appearance:  Color, 
light  greenish;  turbidity,  none;  sediment,  none;  odor  at  100  de- 
grees F.,  slight;  chlorine  in  chlorides,  3.70;  free  ammonia,  0.0100; 
albuminoid  ammonia,  0.0090;  nitrites,  present;  total  solids,  47.30; 
loss  on  ignition,  6.20;  behavior  during  ignition,  darkened;  mineral 
matter,  42.10;  remarks,  not  satisfactory.  Advise  that  use  be 
discontinued. 

Dated  at  State  Board  of  Health  laboratory,  Albany,  N.  Y.,  Au- 
gust 10, 1899. 


No.  506. 
(Results  are  parts  in  100,000) 

Received  from  John  Nicholson,  secretary  board  of  health,  Bel- 
mont; date  received,  August  12, 1899;  source,  well;  how  labelled, 
"  From  board  of  health,  Belmont,  N.  Y.''  Appearance :  Color, 
light  yellowish  green;  turbidity,  none;  sediment,  trifling;  odor  at 
100  degrees  F.,  slight;  chlorine  in  chlorides,  2.10;  free  ammo- 
nia, 0.0085;  albuminoid  ammonia,  0.0093;  nitrites,  present;  total 
solids,  27.60;  loss  on  ignition,  12.40;  behavior  during  ignition, 
darkened  very  slightly;  mineral  matter,  15.20;  remarks,  not  satis- 
factory, and  taking  into  consideration  facts  stated  by  sender, 
advise  use  be  discontinued. 

Dated  at  State  Board  of  Health  laboratory,  Albany,  N.  Y., 
August  18,  1899. 


No.  507 
(Results  are  parts  in  100,000) 

Received  from  Dr.  Frank  T.  Cochran,  health  officer,  Hudson; 
date  received,  August  12,  1899;  source,  stream  running  into  cel- 
lar; how  labelled,  "From  Hudson,  N.  Y."  Appearance:  Color, 
decided  grayish  brown;  turbidity,  opaque ;lsediment,  large,  gray- 
ish; odor  at  100  degrees  F.,  highly  offensive;  chlorine  in  chlorides, 
13.60;  free  ammonia,  0.6380;  albuminoid  ammonia,  0.2080; 
nitrites,  large  amount;  total  solids,  328.20;  loss  on  ignition, 
165.40;  behavior  during  ignition,  blackened,  strong  odor;  mineral 
matter,  162.80;  remarks,  this  is  rank  and  offensive  sewage,  and 
its  inflow  should  be  promptly  prevented. 

Dated  at  State  Board  of  Health  laboratory,  Albany,  N.  Y., 
August  18,  1899. 
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Ko.  508 
(BesQlts  are  parts  in  100,000) 

Received  from  State  Board  of  Health  office,  Albany;  date  re- 
ceived, AugoBt  24,  1899;  source,  spring;  how  labelled,  none. 
Appearance:  Color,  light  greenish;  turbidity,  none;  sediment, 
very  slig|it;  odor  at  100  degrees  F.,  none;  chlorine  in  chlorides, 
3.30;  free  ammonia,  0.0027;  albuminoid  ammonia,  0.0040; 
nitries,  none;  total  solids,  22.40;  loss  on  ignition,  9.20;  behavior 
during  ignition,  no  change;  mineral  matter,  13.20;  remarks,  good 
quality. 

Dated  at  State  Board  of  Health  laboratory,  Albany,  N.  Y., 
September  5, 1899. 


No.  509 

(Results  are  parts  in  100,000) 

Received  from  U.  H.  Mersereau,  clerk  board  of  health.  Union; 
date  received,  September  5,  1899;  source,  reservoir,  public  sup- 
ply; how  labelled,  **A."  Appearance:  Color,  light  greenish 
yellow;  turbidity,  none;  sediment,  very  slight;  odor  at  100  de 
grees  F.,  very  slight;  chlorine  in  chlorides,  0.60;  free  ammonia, 
0.0250;  albuminoid  ammonia, 0.0150;  nitrites, present;  total  solids, 
22.40;  loss  on  ignition,  6.80;  behavior  during  ignition,  darkened; 
mineral  matter,  15.60;  remarks,  unsatisfactory  quality. 

Dated  at  State  Board  of  Health  laboratory,  Albany,  N.  Y., 
September  15,  1899. 


No.  510 
(Results  are  parts  in  100,000) 

Received  from  U..H.  Mersereau,  clerk  board  of  health,  Union; 
date  received,  September  5,  1899;  source,  public  »upply,  from 
faucet;  how  labelled,  "B."  Appearance:  Color,  light  greenish; 
turbidity,  none;  sediment,  trifling;  odoitat  100  degrees  F.,  none; 
chlorine  in  chlorides,  0.60;  free  ammonia,  trace;  albuminoid  am- 
monia, 0.0020;  nitrites,  none;  total  solids,  32.60;  loss  on  ignition, 
7.80;  behavior  during  ignition,  no  change;  mineral  matter,  24.80; 
remarks,  satisfactory;  quite  different  from  and  very  much  supe- 
rior to  No.  509. 

Dated  at  State  Board  of  Health  laboratory,  Albany,  N.  T., 
September  15, 1809.     ; 
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No.  511 
(Results  are  parts  in  100,000) 

Received  from  T.  L.  Stone,  steward,  Craig  Colony,  Sonyea; 
date  received,  September  5,  1899;  source,  not  stated;  how 
labelled,  "Craig  Colony,  Sonyea,  N.  Y.''  Appearance:  Color, 
light  greenish;  turbidity,  none;  sediment,  very  slight;  odor  at 
100  degrees  F.,  slight;  chlorine  iujchlorides,  2.50;  free  ammonia, 
0.0100;  albuminoid  ammonia,  0.0075;  nitrites,  none;  total  solids, 
44.40;  loss  on  ignition,  8.80;  behavior  during  ignition,  darkened 
very  slightly;  mineral  matter,  35.60;  remarks,  fair  quality. 

Dated  at  State  Board  of  Health  laboratory,  Albany,  N.  7., 
September  15,  1809. 


No.  512 
(Results  are  parts  in  100,000) 

Received  from  Hon.  O.  W.  Adams;  date  received,  September 
6, 1899;  source,  Keeseville  water  supply  inspection;  how  labelled, 
"Flume  at  intake  of  the  pumps."  Appearance:  Color,  decided 
brownish  tint;  turbidity,  slight;  sediment,  slight;  odor  at  100  de- 
grees F.,  slight;  chlorine  in  chlorides,  0.20;  free  ammonia,  0.0070; 
albuminoid  ammonia,  0.0140;  nitrites,  none;  total  solids,  23.20; 
loss  on  ignition,  16.20;  behavior  during  ignition,  blackened, 
strong  odor;  mineral  matter,  7.00;  remarks,  not  of  any  satisfac- 
tory quality  for  domestic  use,  contains  considerable  organic  mat- 
ter of  vegetable  origin  and  shows  little  evidence  of  sewage 
pollution.    , 

Dated  at  State  Board  of  Health  laboratory,  Albany,  N.  Y., 
September  15, 1899. 


No.  513 
(Results  are  parts  in  100,000) 

Received  from'  Hon.  O.  W.  Adams;  date  received,  September  6, 
1890;  source,  Keeseville  water  supply  inspection;  how  labelled*, 
"  West  branch  Au  Sable  at  Wilmington  before  discharges  from 
the  mill  reach  the  river."  Appearance:  Color,  light  greenish 
yellow;  turbidity,  none;  sediment,  trifling;  odor  at  100  degrees 
F.,  none;  chlorine  in  chlorides,  0.15;  free  ammonia,  0.0062;  albumi- 
noid ammonia,  0.0075;  nitrites,  none;  total  solids,  5.40;  lo^  on 
ignition,  3.60;  behavior  during  ignition,  darkened;  mineral  matter, 
1.80;  remarks,  decidedly  superior  to  No.  512  and  of  quite  satis- 
factory quality  for  a  surface  water. 

Dated'  at  State  Board  of  Health  laboratory,  Albany,  N.  Y.,  Sep- 
tember 15,  1899. 
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No.  514 
(Results  are  parts  in  100,000) 

Received  from  Dr.  H.  Eugene  Smith,  health  officer,  Mount 
non;  date  received,  September  11,  1899;  source,  not  stated;  liovr 
labelled,  *'  From  Health  department,  Mount  Vernon."  Appear- 
ance: Color,  light  greenish  yellow;  turbidity,  none;  sediment, 
very  slight;  odor  at  100  degrees  F.,  none;  chlorine  in  dhlorideciy 
8.60;  free  ammonia,  0.0038;  albuminoid  ammonia,  0.0049;  nitrites, 
none;  total  solids,  54.40;  loss  on  ignition,  20.00;  behavior  during 
ignition,  no  change;  mineral  matter,  33.80;  remarks,  not  very 
satisfactory  but  no  information  furnished  concerning  same  and 
unable  to  advise  particularly. 

Dated  at  State  Board  of  Health  laboratory,  Albany,  N.  T.,  Sep- 
tember 15,  1899. 


No.  515 
(Results  are  parts  in  100,000) 

Receiver  from  Dr.  J.  O.  Randall,  Silver  Springs,  date  received, 
September  18, 1899;  source,  driven  well;  how  labelled,  "  Downing 
well.''  Appearance:  Ck)lor,  light  greenish;  turbidity,  none;  sedi- 
ment, none;  odor  at  100  degrees  F.,  none;  chlorine  in  chlorides, 
4.80;  free  ammonia,  0.0085;  albuminoid  ammonia,  0.0055;  nitrites, 
present;  total  solids,  45.80;  loss  on  ignition,  12.20;  behavior  dur- 
ing ignition,  darkened  very  slightly;  mineral  matter,  33.60;  re- 
marks, not  "Satisfactory. 

Dated  at  State  Board  of  Health  laboratory,   Albany,  N.   T., 
October  2, 1899. 


No.  516 
(Results  are  parts  in  100,000) 

Received  from  Dr.  J.  O.  Randall,  Silver  Springs;  date  received, 
September  18,  1899;  source,  driven  well;  how  labelled  "Rauf 
well."  Api>earance:  Color,  light  greenish;  turbidity,  none;  sedi- 
ment, trifling;  odor  at  100  degrees  F.,  none;  chlorine  in  chlorides, 
5.50;  free  ammonia,  0.0193;  albuminoid  ammonia,  0.0058;  nitrites, 
present;  total  solids,  39.80;  loss  on  ignition,  9.20;  behavior  dur- 
ing ignition,  darkened  very  slightly;  mineral  matter,  30.60;  re- 
marks, not  satisfactory. 

Dated  at  State  Board  of  Health  laboratory,  Albany,  N.  T., 
October  2,  1899. 
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No.  517 
(Results  are  parts  in  100,000) 

Received  from  Dr.  J.  O.  Randall,  Silver  Springs ;  date  received, 
September  18,  1899;  source,  dug  well;  how  labelled,  "Surdam 
well."  Appearance:  Color,  light  greenish  yellow;  turbidity, 
none;  sediment,  very  slight;  odor  at  100  degrees  F.,  none;  chlor- 
ine in  chlorides,  0.80;  free  ammonia,  trace;  albuminoid  ammonia, 
0.0016;  nitrites,  trace;  total  «oHd«,  18.60;  loss  on  ignition,  4.20; 
behavior  during  ignitioh,  darkened  very  slightly;  mineral  mat- 
ter, 14.40;  remarks,  satisfactory. 

Dated  at  State  Board  of  Health  laboratory,  Albany,  N.  Y., 
October  2,  1899. 


No.  518 
(Results  are  parts  in  100,000) 

Received  from  Dr.  J.  O.  Randall,  Silver  Springs ;  date  received, 
September  18, 1899;  source,  driven  well;  how  labelled  "Wheeler 
well."  Appearance:  Color,  light  greenish;  turbidity,  none;  sedi- 
ment, trifling;  odor  at  100  degrees  F.,  none;  chlorine  in  chloride©, 
3.90;  free  ammonia,  0.0055;  albuminoid  ammonia,  0.0037;  nitrites, 
present;  total  solids,  41.00;  loss  on  ignition,  12.40;  behavior  dur- 
ing ignition,  darkened  very  slightly;  mineral  matter,  28.60;  re- 
marks, not  entirely  satisfactory;  advise  to  boil  if  used  under  cir- 
cumstances stated. 

Dated  at  State  Board  of  Health  laboratory,  Albany,  N.  Y., 
October  2,  1899. 


No.  519 
(Results  are  parts  in  100,000) 

Received  from  Dr.  J.  O.  Randall,  Silver  Springs ;  date  received, 
September  18,  1899;  source,  pump  station  below  accumulating 
tank;  how  labelled  "Prom  pump  station."  Appearance:  Color, 
greenish  yellow  tint;  turbidity,  none;  sediment,  very  slight;  odor 
at  100  degrees  F.,  none;  chlorine  in  chlorides,  0.20;  free  amnumia, 
0.0115;  albuminoid  ammonia,  0.0097;  nitrites,  none;  total  solids, 
24.20;  loss  on  ignition,  0.40;  behavior  during  ignition,  darkened; 
mineral  matter,  17.80;  remarks,  not  entirely  satisfactory. 

Dated  at  State  Board  of  Health  laboratory,  Albany,  N.  Y., 
October  2,  1899. 
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No.  520 
(Results  are  parts  in  100,000) 

Received  from  Dr.  J.  O.  Randall,  Silver  Springs;  date  received, 
September  18,  1899;  source,  village  water  supi^y;  how  labelled, 
'tillage  water  supply."  Appearance:  Color,  light  greenish; 
turbidity,  none;  sediment,  none;  odor  at  100  degrees  F.,  none; 
chlorine  in  chlorides,  0.15;  free  ammonia,  0.0045;  albuminoid  am- 
monia, 0.0023;  nitrites,  none;  total  solids,  24.80;  loss  on  ignition, 
2.20;  behavior  during  ignition,  darkened  very  slightly;  mineral 
matter,  22.60;  remarks,  satisfactory. 

Dated  at  State  Board  of  Health  laboratory,  Albany,  N.  Y., 
October  2,  1899. 


No.  521 

(Results  are  parts  in  100,000) 

Received  from  Hon.  Thomas  Newbold,  Hyde  Park;  date  re- 
ceived, September  23,  1899;  source,  well;  how  labeled,  *'From 
Hyde  Park,  X.  Y."  Appearance:  Color,  light  greenish;  tur- 
bidity, none;  sediment,  none;  odor  at  100  degrees  F.,  none;  chlor- 
ine in  chlorides,  0.20;  free  ammonia,  0.0020;  albuminoid  ammonia, 
0.0023;  nitrites,  none;  total  solids,  9.40;  loss  on  ignition,  2.40; 
behavior  during  ignition,  no  change;  mineral  matter,  7.00;  re- 
marks, good  quality. 

Dated  at  State  Board  of  Health  laboratory,  Albany,  X.  Y., 
October  2,  1899. 


No.  522 
(Results  are  parts  in  100,000) 

Received  from  Dr.  F.  H.  Green,  health  officer.  Homer;  date 
received,  September  26,  1809;  source,  well;  how  labelled,  **  From 
Homer,  N.  Y.''  Appearance:  Color,  light  greenish;  turbidity, 
none;  sediment,  none;  odor  at  100  degrees  F.,  slight;  chlorine  in 
chlorides,  0.15;  free  ammonia,  trace;  albuminoid  ammonia,  0.0027; 
nitrites,  none;  total  solids,  21.80;  loss  on  ignition,  2.60;  behavior 
during  ignition,  darkened  very  slightly;  mineral  matter,  19.20; 
remarks,  good  quality. 

Dated  at  State  Board  of  Health  laboratory,  Albany,  N.  Y., 
October  2,  1899. 
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No.  523 

(Results  are  parts  in  100,000) 

Received  from  Dr.  Ellwood  Oliver,  health  oflQcer^  Aneram;  date 
received,  October  6,  1890;  source,  well;  how  labelled,  "No.  1." 
Appearance:  Color,  greenish  yellow;  turbidity,  decided;  sedi- 
ment, con-siderable;  odor  at  100  degree©  F.,  slight;  chlorine  in 
chlorides,  6.40;  free  ammonia,  0.0060;  albuminoid  ammonia, 
0.0110;  nitrites,  present;  total  solids,  62.40;  loss  on  ignition,  9.80; 
behavior  during  ignition,  darkened;  mineral  matter,  52.60;  re- 
marks, not  satisfactorv.  Advise  to  discontinue  use  under  cir- 
cumstances  as  stated. 

Bated  at  State  Board  of  Health  laboratory,  Albany,  N.  Y., 
October  18,  1899. 


No.  524 
(Results  are  parts  in  100,000) 

Received  from  Dr.  Ellwood  Oliver,  health  oflScer,  Aneram;  date 
received,  October  6,  1899;  source,  well;  how  labelled,  "No.  2." 
Appearance:  Color,  light  greenish;  turbidity,  none;  sediment, 
trifling;  odor  at  100  degrees  F.,  very  slight;  chlorine  in  chlorides, 
2.30;  free  ammonia,  0.0017;  albuminoid  ammonia,  0.0057;  nitrites, 
present;  total  solids,  20.80;  loss  on  ignition,  2.20;  behavior  during 
ignition,  darkened  slightly;  mineral  matter,  18.60;  remarks,  not 
entirely  satisfactory.  Would  advise  to  boil  the  water  under  cir- 
cumstances as  stated. 

Dated  at  State  Board  of  Health  laboratory,  Albany,  N.  Y., 
October  18,  1899. 


No.  525 
(Results  are  parts  in  100,000) 

Received  from  Dr.  Ellwood  Oliver,  health  oflQcer,  Aneram;  date 
received,  October  6,  1899;  source,  well;  how  labelled,  "No.  3." 
Appearance:  CJolor,  light  greenish;  turbidity,  none;  sediment, 
very  slight;  odor  at  100  degrees  F.,  none;  chlorine  in  chlorides, 
0.80;  free  ammonia,  none;  albuminoid  ammonia,  0.0013;  nitrites, 
present;  total  solids,  18.20;  loss  on  ignition,  3.60;  behavior  during 
ignition,  no  change;  mineral  matter,  14.60;  remarks,  good  quality 
aside  from  presence  of  nitrites  not  necessarily  important  in  this 
water. 

Dated  at  State  Board  of  Health  laboratory,  Albany,  N.  Y., 
October  13,  1899. 
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No.  526 
(Results  are  parts  in  100,000) 

Received  from  Dr.  Ellwood  Oliver,  health  officer^  Ancram;  date 
received,  October  6,  1899;  source,  spring  above  village;  how  la- 
belled, "No.  4."  Appearance:  Color,  light  greenish;  turbidity, 
none;  sediment,  trifling;  odor  at  100  degrees  P.,  none;  chlorine 
in  chlorides,  0.10;  free  ammonia,  0.0015;  albuminoid  ammonia^ 
O.OOSO;  nitrites,  none;  total  solids,  7.20;  loss  on  ignition,  0.6O; 
behavior  during  ignition,  no  change;  mineral  matter,  6.60;  re- 
marks, good  quality. 

Dated  at  State  Board  of  Health  laboratory,  Albany,  N.  Y., 
October  18,  1899. 


No.  527 
(Results  are  parts  in  100,000) 

Received  from  Dr.  Ellwood  Oliver,  health  oflScer,  Ancram;  date 
received,  October  6, 1899;  source,  "  Spring  200  feet  higher  up  than 
No.  4; "  how  labelled,  "  No.  5."  Appearance:  Color,  light  green- 
ish; turbidity,  none;  sediment,  none;  odor  at  100  degrees  F.,  none; 
chlorine  in  chlorides,  0.10;  free  ammonia,  trace;  albuminoid  am- 
monia, 0.0025;  nitrites,  none;  total  solids,  7.20;  loss  on  ignition, 
0.80;  behavior  during  ignition,  no  change;  mineral  matter,  6.40; 
remarks,  good  quality. 

Dated  at  State  Board  of  Health  laboratory,  Albany,  N.  Y., 
October  13,  1899. 


No.  528 
.      (Results  are  parts  in  100,000) 

Received  from  Dr.  Ellwood  Oliver,  health  oflScer,  Ancram;  date 
received,  October  6,  1809;  source,  well;  how  labelled,  "No.  6." 
Appearance:  Color,  greenish  yellow;  turbidity,  slight;  sediment, 
trifling;  odor  in  100  degrees  F.,  decided;  chlorine  in  chlorides, 
0.60;  free  ammonia,  0.0063;  albuminoid  ammonia,  0.0110;  nitrites, 
present;  total  solids,  22.20;  loss  on  ignition,  5.40;  behavior  on 
ignition,  darkened  slightly;  mineral  matter,  16.80;  remarks,  not 
satisfactory.  Advise  to  discontinue  use  under  circumstance* 
stated. 

Dated  at  State  Board  of  Health  laboratory,  Albany,  N.  Y., 
October  13,  1899. 
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No.  529 
(Beaultfi  are  parte  in  100,000) 

Received  from  Dr.  Ellwood  Oliver,  health  officer,  Ancram ;  date 
received,  October  6,  189^;  source,  well;  how  labelled,  "No.  7." 
Appearance:  Color,  light  greenish  yellow;  turbidity,  very  slight; 
sediment,  very  slight;  odor  at  100  degrees  F.,  none;  chlorine  in 
chlorides,  1.20;  free  ammonia,  0.0005;  albuminoid  ammonia, 
0.0052;  nitrites,  present;  total  solids,  26.20;  loss  on  ignition,  7.80; 
behavior  during  ignition,  darkened  very  slightly;  mineral  matter, 
18.40;  remarks,  fair  quality. 

Dated  at  State  Board  of  Health  laboratory,  Albany,  N.  Y., 
October  18,  18©9. 


No.  530 
(Besults  are  parte  in  100,000) 

Received  from  Dr.  J.  S.  Bird,  health  officer,  Hyde  Park;  date 
received,  October  7,  1809;  source,  well;  how  labelled,  "No.  1." 
Appearance:  Color,  light  greenish  yellow;  turbidity,  slight;  sedi- 
ment, very  slight;  odor  at  100  degrees  F.,  none;  chlorine  in  chlo- 
rides, 7.90;  free  ammonia,  0.0050;  albuminoid  ammonia,  0.0100; 
nitrites,  present;  total  solids,  60.20;  loss  on  ignition,  19.80;  be- 
havior during  Ignition,  darkened  slightly;  mineral  matter,  49.40; 
remarks,  not  satisfactory;  advise  discontinuance  of  use  under 
circumstances  stated  by  owner  of  premises. 

Dated  at  State  Board  of  Health  laboratory,  Albany,  N.  Y., 
October  13,  1899. 


No.  531 
(Results  are  parts  in  100,000) 

Received  from  Dr.  J.  S.  Bird,  health  officer,  Hyde  Park;  date 
received,  October  7,  1899 ;  source,  well ;  how  labelled,  "  No.  2." 
Appearance:  Color,  light  greenish  yellow;  turbidity,  slight;  sedi- 
ment, considerable;  odor  at  100  degrees  F.,  none;  chlorine  in 
-chlorides,  4.10;  free  ammonia,  0.0025;  albuminoid  ammonia, 
0.0049;  nitrites,  trace;  total  solids,  26.20;  loss  on  ignition,  10.40; 
behavior  during  ignition,  darkened  very  slightly ;  mineral  matter, 
15.80;  remarks,  fair  quality. 

Dated  at  State  Board  of  Health  laboratory,  Albany,  N.  Y., 
October  13,  1800. 
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No.  532. 
(Results  are  parte  in  100,000) 

Received  from  Dr.  Frank  T.  Oochran,  health  officer,  Hudson  ^ 
date  received,  October  20,  1890;  source,  ditch;  how  labelled, 
"  From  Dt.  F.  T.  Cochran."  Appearance:  Color  decided  brow^n- 
ish  tint;  turbidity,  opalescent;  sediment,  considerable;  odor  at 
100  degrees  F.,  slight;  chlorine  in  chlcwndes,  5.80;  free  ammonia, 
0.0197;  albuminoid  ammonia,  0.03i20;  nitrites,  pr^ent;  total 
solide,  77.40;  loss  on  ignition,  7.80;  behavior  during  ignition, 
blackened;  mineral  matter,  69.G0;  remarks,  this  i«  a  diluted 
sewage. 

Dated  at  State  Board  of  Health  laboratory,  Albany,  N.   Y.^ 
October  30,  1899. 


No.  533. 
(Results  are  parte  in  100,000) 

Received  from  Dr.  E.  L.  Ford,  health  officer,  Lexington; 
date  received,  October  24,  1890;  source,  spring;  how  labelled, 
"From  Dr.  E.  L.  Ford."  Appearance:  Color,  decided  greenish 
yellow  tint;  turbidity,  slight;  sediment,  very  ©light;  odor  at  lOO 
degrees  F.,  slight;  chlorine  in  chlorides,  0.05;  free  ammonia, 
0.0020;  albuminoid  ammonia,  0.0061;  nitrites,  none;  total  solids, 
2.80;  loss  on  ignition,  0.40;  behavior  during  ignition,  no  change; 
mineral  matter,  2.40;  remarks,  satisfactory  quality. 

Dated  at  State  Board  of  Health  laboratory,  Albany,  N.  Y., 
October  30, 1899. 


No.  534. 
(Results  are  parte  in  100,000) 

Received  from  Dr.  B.  A.  Bimonds,  health  officer,  Carthage;  date 
received,  October  27,  1890;  «ouirce,^  Black  river  water  from  hy- 
drant; how  labelled,  "Carthage,  N.  Y."  Appearance:  color,  de- 
cided greenish  yellow  tint;  turbidity,  very  slight;  sediment,  tri- 
fling ;  odor  at  100  degrees  F.,  slight;  chlorine  in  chlorides,  0.10; 
free  ammonia,  0.0040;  albuminoid  ammonia,  0.0155;  nitrites,  trace; 
total  solids,  6.60;  loss  on  ignition,  2.80;  behavior  during  ignition, 
blackened';  mineral  matter,  3.80;  remarks,  not  of  very  satd^ao- 
tory  quality. 

Dated  at  State  Board  of  Health  laboratory,  Albany,  N.  Y,, 
November  4,  1899. 


J 
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No.  535. 
(BesultB  are  parte  in  100,000) 

Received  from  Dr.  W.  F.  Sbaw,  health  officer,  Voorheesville; 
date  received,  October  27,  1899;  source,  well  of  Dr.  Fitch,  New 
Seoitland;  how  labelled,  "BYom  W.  F.  Shaw."  Appearance: 
Color,  deep  brownish;  turbidity,  decided;  sediment,  considerable; 
odor  at  100  degrees  F.,  slight;  chlorine  in  chlorides,  1.90;  free 
ammonia,  0.0385;  albuminoid  ammonia,  0.0140;  nitrites,  present; 
total  eolids,  18.80;  loss  on  ignition,  7.60;  behavior  during  ignition, 
blaokened;  mineral  matter,  11.20;  remarks,  water  unfit  for  use. 

Dated  at  State  Board  of  Health  laboratory,  Albany,  N.  Y., 
November  4, 1890. 


No.  536. 
(Results  are  parts  in  100,000) 

Beceived  from  Dr.  F.  M.  Ferine,  health  officer,  Dansville,  date 
received,  November  4,  1899;  source,  not  stated;  how  labelled^, 
**From  Dr.  Ferine,  Dansville."  Appearance:  Color,  light  green- 
Lrti  yellow;  turbidity,  very  slight;  sediment,  very  slight;  odor  at 
100  degrees  F.,  slight;  chlorine  in  chlorides,  0.60;  free  ammonia, 
0.0143;  albuminoid  ammonia,  0.0077;  nitrites,  present;  total 
solids,  20.40;  loss  on  ignition,  4.60;  behavior  during  ignition, 
darkened  slightly;  mineral  matter,  15.80;  remarks,  not  satisfac- 
tory. 

Dated  at  State  Board  of  Health  laboratory,  Albany,  N.  Y., 
November  11,  1899. 


No.  537 
(Results  are  parts  in  100,000) 

Received  from  Dr.  F.  M.  Ferine,  health  officer,  Dansville;  date 
received,  December  11,  1899;  source,  reservoir  supplying  village; 
how  labelled,  "No.  1."  Appearance:  Color,  light  yellowish 
green;  turbidity,  very  slight;  sediment,  trifling;  odor  at  100  de- 
grees F.,  very  slight;  chlorine  in  chlorides,  0.60;  free  ammonia, 
0.0025;  albuminoid  ammonia,  0.0044;  nitrites,  trace;  total  solids, 
23.20;  loss  on  ignition,  5.40;  behavoir  during  ignition,  no  change; 
mineral  matter,  17.80;  remarks,  in  decidedly  better  condition 
than  when  examined  November  11,  and  of  satisfajotory  quality 
aside  from  trace  of  nitrites. 

Dated  at  State  Board  of  Health  laboratory,  Albany,  N.  Y., 
December  16,  1899. 
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No.  538 
(Results  are  pcirts  in  100,000) 

Received  from  Dr.  F.  M.  Ferine,  health  officer,  Dansrille;  date 
received,  December  11,  1899;  source,  creek;  how  labelled,  "No. 
2."  Appearance:  CSolor,  light  yellowish  green;  turbidity,  none; 
sediment,  trifling;  odor  at  100  degrees  F.,  very  slight;  chlorine 
in  chlorides,  0.20;  free  ammonia,  0.0006;  albuminoid  ammonia, 
0.0037;  nitrites,  none;  total  solids,  18.20;  loss  on  ignition,  3.80; 
behavior  during  ignition,  no  change;  mineral  matter,  14.40;  re- 
marks, better  than  No.  537  and  of  very  good  quality. 

Dated  at  State  Board  of  Health  laboratory,  Albany,  N.  Y.^ 
December  16,  1899. 


No.  539 
(Results  are  parts  in  100,000) 

Received  from  Dr.  P.  D.  Carpenter,  health  officer,  Pittsford; 
date  received,  December  20, 1899;  source,  well  of  Dr.  Dean;  how 
labelled,  "From  Pittsford,  N.  Y.^'  Appearance:  Color,  greenish 
yellow  tint;  turbidity,  slight;  sediment,  slight;  odor  at  100  de- 
grees F.,  very  slight;  chlorine  in  chlorides,  4.80;  free  ammonia^ 
0.0038;  albuminoid  ammonia,  0.0080;  nitrites,  present;  total 
solids,  68.60;  loss  on  ignition,  18.20;  behavior  during  ignition, 
darkened  very  slightly;  mineral  matter,  50.40;  remarks,  not  satis- 
factory and  under  circumstances  stated  advise  that  use  be  dis- 
continued. 

Dated  at  State  Board  of  Health  laboratory,  Albany,  N.  Y., 
December  23,  1899. 


CONCLUSION 

During  the  past  year  the  director  has  had  the  valuable  and 
very  efficient  services  of  an  assistant,  T.  J.  Bradley,  Ph.  Q., 
for  a  few  months  as  above  stated.  The  total  expenses  of  the 
laboratory  for  the  year  have  been  |2466.14,  including  salaries, 
cost  of  samples  and  collection  of  same,  traveling  expenses, 
laboratory  fittings  and  supplies,  and  books  for  the  library.  Dur- 
ing the  last  four  years  the  average  cost  of  the  work  has  been 
11741.90,  and  it  is  thought  that  a  large  amount  of  essential  and 
valuable  work  has  been  done  when  the  amount  expended  is  con- 
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sidered,  bnt  no  extended  inyeetigatlons  can  be  entered  npon,  nor 
suitable  superviBion  of  the  food  and  drug  supply  of  this  great 
state  exercised  until  proi>er  laboratory  facilitieB  aire  provided 
and  adequate  provision  made  for  carrying  on  the  work. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

WILLIS  G.  TUCKEOEl, 
Director  State  Board  of  Health  Laboraiory 
Albany,  N.  Y.,  Jarmary  1,  1900 
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Sanitary  Condition  of  the  State  and  Summary  of 
Mortality  Reported  During  the  Year 


By  F.  C.  Curtis,  M.  D. 


There  were  121,821  deaths  reported  during  the  year  and  re- 
corded in  the  "Monthly  bulletin."  The  estimated  death  rate 
was  17.3  per  1000  population.  That  of  the  year  1898  was  18, 
and  the  average  for  the  preceding  10  years  was  17.2. 

The  mortality  represents  an  average  longevity  of  57.7  years. 
The  average  longevity  reckoned  on  the  returns  of  the  last  10 
years  was  58.  These  do  not,  however,  inclnde  delayed  returns 
sent  to  the  oflBce  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  too  late  for  inser- 
tion in  the  Bulletin,  which  would  probably  add  750  to  the  num- 
ber of  deaths  reported  for  the  year. 

The  following  table  enumerates  the  mortality  of  the  past  10 
years,  and  the  averages  per  year: 

189 


SM 


Twentieth  Anmuai<  Rbpokt  of  the 


J»> 


I 

o 

00 


I 


5- 


^ 


-I 


"k. 


e5 


q8no3  Sntdooqii 


S  i  s  §  §  §  S  8  S  g 

^4  ^^         ^        9^  9^ 


«iied|t^a 


ggglsSlig 


winoH 


§  g  §  i  §  g  g  S 


lOAej  )0iJ«09 


9f      9f      ^      ^ 


TodiiBvaQ 


^     c*     m 


•M«o«ipi«p«niH 


SssiS§3il§ 


10 


jeAOj  pioqd^x 


s§S§§§§S§i 


g|)|8ii{aoca  x«nfdt*ojqMOO 


ssigssssii 


g 


0001    '^     eq^Bop    opom^z 


japan  eipvdp  jo  oafv^aooioj 


(DioietoeioiotDno 


s 


txvoX  eA9  lepan  vq^voa 


s*  sf  sf  5  3  tf  ^  tf  6'  a" 


8 


—JO  •)«!  qtV9p 


•q^vop  JO  ioqania  iwiox 


§§§ig§§ss§ 


g 


§g§ssg§§s§ 

:f  S  8C  sf  S  rf  sf  a"  a"  a 


3 


iSsSsSSSSs 


I 


Statd  Board  of  Health 


891 


pog|t«vioa£t 


§§SS§§8SS§ 


09 


«»ip[0 

S 

§  §  §  1  s  § 

d-      mT      Mf      Mf      lO*      O' 

3  i 

•o* 

eoooxofApm  «)n9ppoy 

3 

Mf 

s 

5.888 
7,022 
6,172 

6,520 
6.003 

jMa«3 

s 

ef 

s 

8 

•f 

8,554 

8.789 
4,181 

4,385 
4,533 

S 

•f 

vaa%9£9  tnoAjea  jO  tonMia 

1 

•4 

23 

c^ 

^4 

§ 

CO- 

11,724 
11,925 
12,124 

18,812 
13,177 

5" 

•i4 

a0|«X9  Xio^vpuMp  JO  MCiotKi 

*•- 

0^ 

•0 

o 

1 

7 

9,968 
10,488 
10,905 

10.511 
10,606 

or 

unf^BiM  Xnapa  |o  sob«99|q 

s 

«r 

§ 

1 

7,449 
7,770 
7,888 

8,841 
0,064 

ti" 

(1*oqxi«fp  )oa) 
mottXk  eA^M^ip  jo  sevtecKi 

1  s 

od' 

§ 

od' 

2 

of 

8,892 
8,955 
8,883 

10,101 
10,168 

•M«M{p  pModnn^ 

928 
1,048 

i 

^4 

^4 

988 

972 

1.018 

§  g 

i 

no|)dainfliioo 

» 

s 

5f 

^ 

5 

s 
a' 

§  g  3 

sf  a*  rf 

12,979 
18,412 

fl9tvM|p  iJ09VJ|deai  e^nay 

3 

si 

§ 
if 

S 

3 

17.725 
1  18,820 
*  16,277 

18,850 
17.938 

^4 

TOOTO^p  iwixraia 

or 

1 

of 

iQ     «D     r* 

'1   {:   13 

oT    cf    t-- 

8,499 
8,480 

OCT 

«{joq)qd}p  PUB  dnoiQ 

lO 

Kf 

a 

i 

Mf 

4.989 
4.597 
4,115 

2.612 
2,786 

^4 

s 

's 


§ 


•g" 


•I* 


t2 


S 


•  ••••• 


•  •  •  • 


•  ••••••••• 

•  ••••••••• 


*i<*t**t«t 


► 


s83SS«58B§ 


392 


Twentieth  Annual  Report  op  the 


Comparative  Mortality  op  the  Sanitary  Distriots 

For  the  purpose  of  statistical  classification  the  state  is  divided 
into  eight  sanitary  districts,  which  are  described  as  follows: 

Maritime  district:  Includes  New  York,  Brooklyn,  Long 
Island,  Staten  Island  and  Westchester  county.  Hudson  valley 
district:  All  the  counties  on  either  side  of  the  Hudson  river, 
except  Westchester  to  and  including  Albany  and  Rensselaer. 
Adirondack  and  northern  district:  The  northern  section  of  the 
state — ^the  counties  of  Washington,  Warren,  Hamilton,  Essex, 
Clinton,  Franklin,  St.  Lawrence,  Jefferson  and  Lewis.  Mohawk 
valley  district:  Schenectady,  Schoharie,  Saratoga,  Montgomery, 
Fulton,  Herkimer  and  Oneida  counties.  Southern  tier  district: 
The  seven  counties  along  the  southern  border  of  the  state.  East 
central  district:  Sullivan,  Delaware,  Otsego,  Madison,  Che- 
nango^ Onondaga  and  Cortland  counties.  West  central  district: 
Cayuga,  Tompkins,  Seneca,  Schuyler,  Ontario,  Yates,  Livingston, 
Genesee  and  Wyoming  counties.  Lake  Ontario  and  western 
district:  Oswego,  Wayne,  Monroe,  Orleans,  Niagara  and  Erie 
counties. 

Area  and  density  of  population  of  the  sanitary  districts 


districts 


Sffwritinie 

Hadson  valley 

AdiroDdack  and  northerii  . 

Mohawk  valley 

Soatbern  tier 

Bast  oeniral....  

West  central 

Lake  Ontario  and  western . 
Bntlreatate 


Area 

Pgpnlation 

Peroentage 

Pereeataipa 

in  »qaare 
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arban 

rural 

■qoaremOa 

population* 

populatioB  t 

2,288 

1,875 

08.4 

3.« 

5.872 

120 

47.3 

82.7 

15,080 

28 

10.6 

80  4 

4,781 

8S 

39  5 

80.5 

8,545 

65 

Zi  4 

86.6 

6,555 

85 

28.7 

Tl.t 

4.746 

85 

18.4 

81.« 

4.878 

200 

87.4 

tS.6 

50.200 

140 

70.0 

80.O 

*Citie«  and  towns  of  10.000  aud  over. 

f  Yillageo  and  towns  of  less  than  lO.OW  popalation. 
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Relative  mortality  from  chief  causes,  in  the  acmitary  districts 


Ik  each  1000  Deaths  raoK  all  causes  tbbbb  wbbb  fboic— 

DISTRICTS 

Typhoid 
fever 

Scarlet 
lever 

Diphtheria 

Diarrhea 

Contump- 
Uon 

Acute 

respiratory 

diseases 

Maiitiroe 

8 
2« 
26 
U 
20 
10 
11 
17 

8 
2 
4 

2 

6 
8 
5 
6 

2S 
19 
10 
10 
13 
9 
12 
16 

55 
52 
50 
42 
38 
84 
84 
70 

185 

110 

99 

01 
83 
85 
87 
98 

IM 

Uadsoii  taUot 

180 

Adirondack  &  northern.. 
If oh«wk  valle? 

180 
135 

Soathem  tier....... 

llf 

Eaat  oentnil 

130 

West  central 

125 

Lake  Ontario  Sl  western.. 

185 

JCntiro  state. 

IS 

6 

23 

53 

110 

145 

Season 

The  mortality  of  the  months  and  seasons  is  shown  in  the 
following  for  1898;  after  which  the  deaths  reported  for  the 
months  for  14  years  is  placed: 
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FOB  FOURTEBN  YeAKS 
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Thd  Infant  Mortality  of  1899 

Of  the  121,821  deaths,  35,386  or  29.0  per  cent  occurred  under 
the  age  of  five  years.  The  average  for  the  10  years  preceding 
was  40,000,  or  35.0  per  cent  of  the  total  deaths  at  all  ages. 
There  were  1700  more  deaths  under  the  age  of  five  years  in  1898 
than  in  1899.  The  saving  was  chiefly  in  the  Maritime  district, 
but  occurred  in  all  the  districts  except  the  Lake  Ontario  and 
western. 

The  Zymotic  Mortalfty 

Twelve  per  cent  of  the  deaths  were  from  the  common  zymotic 
diseases,  against  an  average  of  17.0  per  cent.  In  the  Maritime 
and  Lake  Ontario  and  western  districts  about  13.0  per  cent  of 
the  deaths  were  zymotic;  in  the  Hudson  valley  district,  12.4  per 
cent;  in  the  Adirondack  and  Northern,  11.0;  Mohawk  valley,  9.5; 
the  Southern  tier,  9.0;  East  central,  8.0;  and  West  central,  7.0. 
Preceding  tables  show  the  distribution. 

EIpiddmio  Influbinza  (Grippb) 

An  annually  recurring  epidemic  of  this  disease  during  the 
autumn,  winter  and  part  of  the  spring  has  obtained  since  1889. 
The  prevalence  and  mortality  from  it  is  only  estimated,  for  no 
separate  record  is  kept — in  fact  many  more  deaths  have  clearly 
been  due  to  it  than  have  been  reported  as  directly  from  it.  The 
mortality  increased  by  it  is  in  acute  respiratory  diseases,  old  age, 
and  enfeebled  conditionfi  reported  as  uncleasifled. 

An  epidemic  was  in  progress  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  hav- 
ing be^i  estimated  to  have  caused  1800  deatha  in  December, 
1898.  The  estimate  of  its  mortality  in  Januarj  was  3000;  in  Feb- 
ruary, 2000;  in  March,  1300;  and  in  April,  750.  Thus,  7000  of  the 
deaths  of  1899  were  attributable  to  grippe,  the  entire  epidemic 
having  a  mortality  of  8800. 

Again  recurring  in  December,  1899,  it  appeared  to  inorease  the 
mortality  of  that  month  by  600. 
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The  following  ia  the  historic  record  of  the  recurrence  of  this 
diseafle  ^ince  1889: 


TIMB  OF  OCCUBBBNOB 

Acme  reached 

Daradon 

Kamber 
of  deaths 

1880-M 

Jannary,     1890 
April,          1891 
Jannaryt     189i 
AprU,          1893 
Jannary,     1891 
Febmary,    1895 
March,         1806 
March,         1897 
March,         1898 
Janaarv,     1899 

Three    months 
Six         months 
FiTe      months 
Six         months 
Four      months 
Four      months 
FiTe      months 
Four      months 
Six         months 
Five      months 

5,000 

Spriacof  1891 

8.00O 

1&1-2 

8.000 

1893 

6,000 

189S-4 

3.00O 

1805 

5,000 

1890 

2,750 

IMT  ^. ,,,,,, , , ,..,,......... 

8.00O 

189S 

2.500 

1880 

8,80» 

Typhoid  Fever 

From  this  there  were  1604  deaths,  which  is  a  little  below  the 
average  of  1650  of  the  past  10  years.  In  1898  there  were  1800 
deaths  from  it,  not  including  nearly  100  deaths  in  Camp  Wyckoff ^ 
though  the  mortality  was  then  increased  by  importation  from  the 
army  in  Cuba. 

This  table  shows  the  distribution  of  it  as  compared  with 
deaths  from  other  diseases  for  a  series  of  years: 

In  each  1000  deaths  there  were  from  typhoid  fever  in  the — 


1891 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1898 

1899 

Maritime  distriot 

8 
22 
22 
21 
26 
22 
16 
25 

8 
83 

26 
20 
26 
20 
10 
20 

8 
85 

26 
13 
3} 
18 
13 
16 

8 
21 
18 
17 
14 
12 
10 

to 

10 
28 
23 
22 
20 
21 
10 
21 

9 

Hndson  tsJIot  district,  t. ,,,.,,,,.t-.. 

2fr 

Adinmdach  and  northera  diatriot  .......*....r-**-r* 

20 

Mohawk  t»U^  dlstrtot 

13 

Sonthem  tiei  distrid  ....••..••••.•••TT.xrr t--- 

20 

Bast  central  distriot  .......••■••.•••• • 

1» 

WeetOMitraldlstrid....— • 

11 

Lahe  Ontario  and  iresteiii  dtstriel^  ^-.-r.-r *,-, 

17 

Bntire  state  .......•••......••.•••••••• .«. 

13 

14 

13 

12 

15 

1$ 

Diphtheria 

From  this  there  were  2786  deaths,  which  is  a  small  increase 
above  the  number  in  1898,  but  in  both  years  there  have  been 
very  much  fewer  deaths  than  in  the  years  before  them,  the  aver- 
age yearly  mortality  of  the  10  preceding  years  having  been  5500. 
They  were  distributed,  relatively  to  other  diseases,  as  follows: 
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In  each  1000  deaths  there  were  from  diphtheria  in  thi 


18M 

IMS 

1AM 

1807 

loot 

IftOft 

lUrltime  dlstriet » 

Ba<lM>i)  Taltoy  district  ...........•••••..••.....••........ 

71 
tl 
S8 
28 
S8 
M 
17 
40 

69 

U 

n 

4S 

n 
n 

15 
15 
20 
10 
dO 

a 

20 
25 
00 
17 

n 
u 

04 

11 
1ft 
u 
1ft 

10 
10 

0 
10 

• 

1ft 

It 

AdironH^ck  ad4  fiortbem  distriofc. .•...•.. ....... ..••.... 

10 

Ifobftwk  ta11«t  dUtriet  .................................. 

19 

fi^ntbem  tf^^dittrif^  ........,.........<.... ....a.«. 

IS 

XMt  mtntrel  dittrict 

f 

West  central  di«trict. ...—. 

11 

Lak* Ofituio and  wMtom district 

1ft 

Satin  ttat* 

50 

41 

08 

06 

12 

2ft 

Scarlet  Fever 

ThiB  disease  caused  730  deaths.  This  is  less  than  in  any  year 
for  the  past  10.  As  many  as  2254  deaths  hare  been  reported 
from  scarlet  fever  in  one  year,  and  the  average  has  been  1369. 
Although  certainly  prevalent  to  a  considerable  degree  and  ex- 
tensively distributed,  for  the  past  six  years  its  mortality  has 
been,  on  account  of  mildness  of  types,  much  less  than  during  the 
four  years  preceding.  The  deaths  were  moet  in  the  winter  and 
spring  months.  Of  the  730  deaths,  550  occurred  in  the  Maritime 
district. 

Measles 

There  were  reported  756  deaths  from  this  cause.  Its  mortality 
and  prevalence  are  exceedingly  variable,  in  some  years  double 
the  number  of  deaths  from  it  having  occurred.  The  average  of 
the  past  10  years  has  been  1077.  Of  the  756  deaths.  600  were 
rei>orted  from  the  Maritime  district,  73  from  the  Lake  Ontario 
and  western,  53  from  the  Hudson  valley  district,  leaving  but  30 
for  the  more  rural  parts  of  the  state. 

Whooping  Cough 

This  caused  886  deaths,  or  more  than  either  scarlet  fever, 
measles  or  cerebro-spinal  meningitis,  and  is  exceeded  only  by 
diarrhea,  diphtheria  and  typhoid  fever.  Nevertheless  it  is 
below  the  average,  which  is  1057  deaths  yearly.  Its  largest 
mortality  occurred,  as  usual,  in  July  and  August  It  was  motm 
generally  distributed  than  scarlet  fever  and  measles. 
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Cerebbo-spixal  Meningitis 

■ 

There  were  702  deaths  from  this  disease,  which  is  excessive,  the 

average  having  been  577.    It  has  shown  an  increasing  mortality 

for  two  or  three  years.    The  variation  in  the  health  districts  was 

four  to  seven  deaths  from  this  disease  to  each  1000  deaths 

from  all  causes. 

MAiiARiAL  Diseases 

The  mortality  from  this  was  unusually  small,  248  or  less  than 

half  the  average. 

Diarrheal  Dis£ase:s 

This  is  the  largest  factor  in  the  mortality  of  the  zymotic  class, 
6480  or  almost  half  the  total  of  the  class.  Still  it  is  2200  below 
the  average  and  has  the  smallest  mortality  of  any  year  of  our 
record.  In  the  first  quarter  of  the  year  there  were  354  deaths; 
in  the  second,  946;  in  the  third,  4575;  and  in  the  fourth,  605. 
The  following  shows  its  relative  distribution,  and  comparatively 
for  six  years: 

In  each  1000  deaths  there  were  from  diarrheal  diseases  in 
the— 


districts 


MwUimo 

HndaoD  Talley 

▲dlrondaek  St  northom. . 

Kobftwk  ralloy 

Southern  tier 

BMt  central i 

Weet  central 

Lake  Ontario  and  wettom 
Sn tire  state 


1894 

18M 

1896 

1897 

1898 

80 

80 

71 

70 

74 

63 

63 

72 

51 

60 

57 

63 

63 

45 

60 

65 

55 

on 

43 

65 

&8 

60 

50 

30 

fO 

6t 

60 

62 

38 

54 

40 

45 

63 

31 

52 

104 

100 

93 

76 

90 

7« 

75 

73 

63 

70 

1899 


66 

52 
50 
42 
88 
34 
84 
70 
53 


Smallpox 

This  caused  21  deaths,  all  of  which  occurred  in  the  Maritime 
district,  save  1  in  Rochester,  1  in  Troy  and  1  in  Waterford.  The 
outbreak  in  the  western  part  of  the  state  in  1898  continued  till 
mid-summer  of  1899,  reaching  45  localities  in  14  counties  and 
about  320  individuals,  only  1  of  the  320  ending  fatally.  A  full 
account  of  this  epidemic,  covering  this  extension  into  1899,  ap- 
peared in  the  report  of  the  Board  for  1898.    Sporadic  cases  of 
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outbreak,  and  originating  oataide  of  the 
.ocalities,  01U7  one  of  them  being  ex- 
Lborera  in  brickyards  at  CJoeTinaiui  and 
les  had  a  direct  origin  from  ntkt  of  the 

the  laborers  came.  There  were  sevea 
'ards,  and  34  in  those  at  Athens.  They 
n  of  two  or  three  village  negroes  who 
:  brickyard  laborers  at  Athens,  limited  to 
f  the  year  the  state  was  practically  free 
much  to  the  credit  of  oar  health  ao- 
[>WD  that  in  almost  every  state  in  oar 
continued  to  prevail,  often  to  a  greater 

height  of  onr  1898  epidemic,  and  it  still 
m  down  into  1900.  The  type  of  the  dis- 
aa  been  one  of  extraordinary  mildness. 

CONBDUPnON 

mong  the  dtBeaeee  gronped  as  zymotic, 
m  this  canae  13,412  deaths,  which  is  a 
,  1312.  There  is,  however,  little  varia- 
It  Is  increased  somewhat  by  the  grippe 
the  death  of  some  affected  by  it  who 
y  for  this  reason  the  mortality  wa« 
aths;  there  were  3793  deaths  in  the  first 
and;  3057  in  the  third;  and  3179  in  the 
rted  are  only  those  from  pulmonary  con- 
its  distribntion  relatively  to  the  total 


sre  were  from  consumption  in  the — 
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Ganobb 

This  caused  4633  deaths,  the  average  of  the  past  10  years  hav- 
ing been  3408.  Season  had  little  influence;  in  the  first  quarter 
of  the  year  there  were  1089  deaths;  in  the  second,  1105;  in  the 
third,  1156;  in  the  fourth,  1180.  The  geographical  distribution 
of  cancer  has  not  shown  very  much  variation  in  estimates  made 
in  former  years.  In  the  eight  sanitary  districts,  in  the  order 
^ven  in  previous  tables,  the  percentage  of  deaths  from  cancer  to 
deaths  from  all  causes  were  as  follows:  3.3  per  cent.;  3.5;  4.0; 
4.2;  4.6;  5.4;  4.7;  4.6.  The  East  central  has  the  highest  propor- 
tion, and  in  the  last  report  it  was  found  that  the  largest  mor- 
tality per  population  was  in  it,  both  in  1898  and  in  1896;  the 
same  continues  true  as  shown: 

In  each  10,000  population  the  deaths  from  cancer  were  in 
the— 


DISTRICTS 

1890 

1898 

1899 

Marltiine 

6.5 

«.o 

5.2 
5.1 
6.6 

7.4 

e.o 

0.1 

5.7 
6.0 
5.4 
6.7 
6.0 
7.1 
7.0 
6.1 

5.7 

Bod  son  TAllsy.. 

5.6 

AdinmdAok  uid  north6ni.>i-*. ......... *......  -■.,,.,^,,.^-r 

5.4 

Mobftwk  TalleT.. ...... ........... .......... ...... ....^..-.r- 

6.5 

Sootboni  tier... .....••.. 

6.4 

Bftst  codItaI... .........•••... 

7.4 

Weatoratrml 

6.5 

Lfike  Ontario  Mid  w*tteni.T,TT--T T.r t. 

6.1 

In  five  large  cities  there  were  5.5  deaths  per  10,000  population 

in  the  year. 

Local  Disbases 

Acute  respiratory  diseases  are  recorded  as  having  caused 
17,938  deaths,  the  average  being  17,588;  diseases  of  the  digestive 
system  10,163,  average  8610;  diseases  of  the  urinary  system  9064, 
average  7000;  diseases  of  the  circulatory  system  10,606,  average 
9105;  diseases  of  the  nervous  system  13,177,  average  12,625. 

Accident  and  Violence 

There  were  6093  deaths  during  the  year  from  these  causes. 
The  average  for  10  years  was  5533.  There  have  been  more 
deaths  from  accident  and  violence  for  the  last  five  years  than  in 
the  years  preceding.  The  least  mortality  is  in  the  winter 
monfiis,  the  greatest  in  the  summer,  from  heat  stroke  and 
drowning,  mainly. 
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Old  Agd 

To  this  cause  of  death  have  been  attributed  6098  deaths,  and 
during  the  10  years  the  yearly  average  has  been  5770.  The 
winter  months  carry  the  largest  quota,  the  summer  months  the 
least.  A  recent  count  showed  that  the  number  of  deaths  above 
the  age  of  70  years  wa«  about  double  that  attributed  to  old  age. 

Unclassified  Causes  of  Dbath 

1532  deaths,  or  about  the  average  for  the  past  10  years,  were 
placed  in  this  list,  12.5  per  cent  of  the  total  mortality.  In  thiB 
class  come  deaths  incident  to  birth  and  congenital  weakness, 
from  rheumatism,  indefinite  causes  of  death  and  deaths  trxfm 
causes  not  properly  placed  in  other  classes  which  are  specified. 
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Monthly  Bulletik  of  the  New 
Ahatriict  of  reports  of  deaths  and  cwueee  in  thefdUowing 
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Port  Cke$ter 

Sing  Sing 

NCWROOBBLLB. 

P9ek9kill 

White  Plaint 

Rest  of  district 

HUDSON  VALLEY  DISTRICT 
Totals 

Albany. 
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Troy 
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SaugerHe$ 
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Wappingtr  Falls 
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8«550«068 


1,058, 589 
168,687 
1,881,948 
184,189 
•7,280 
15,000 
94,000 
8,728 
7,671 
8,000 
8,258 
18.600 
49,000 
18.000 
15,518 
7,547 
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8,817 
10,000 
4,049 
80,000 
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85,000 

65,000 

14,000 
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18.000 
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8,884 
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8.689 

6,125 
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96,000 
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4,646 
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6,741 


8,880 
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16 
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16 

70 
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18 

10 

87 

18 

18 
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885 

68 
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86 

8 
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18 
17 

6 
18 
86 
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IS 
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8 
61 
81 
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61 
11 
90 

7 
19 
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19.00 
82.57 
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81.60 
86.00 
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81.00 
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88.00 
86.00 
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22.00 
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14.00 
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6 
9 
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49.6 
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110.00 
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FOB  January — {Continued) 
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ONTABIO  AND  WESTERN 
DISTRICT— (C<mMn«e<0 
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T<  tal«  for  the  State 

Totals  for  December.  1898. 
Totals  for  January,  1898. . . 
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R«iiiBEH.~There  were  12,431  deaths  reported  durioff  Jaouary,  an  average  daily  rate  of  4C0t, 
Common  epidemic  diseases  caused  800  deaths,  ai^insc  766  in  Deoemher.  and  900  In  Janoarr, 
From  acute  reepiratorr  diseases  there  were  reported  nearly  8,0UO  deaths,  7U)  more  than  In 
decree,  consumption  likewise,  deaths  attribntea  to  old  ag«  were  double  In  number  those  of 
reported  mortality  from  cancer,  riolence  and  puerperal  diseases.  The  increase  has  been 
diseanos  of  the  nerrous  mtem,  and  to  a  less  degree  in  other  local  diseases,  and  those  eofbebled 
of  grippe,  from  which  directly  many  deaths  have  been  reported,  but  the  majority  have  been 
fMbled  conditions.  It  was  estimated  that  grippe  caused  1,809  deaths  in  December:  this 
either  directly  caused  or  hastened  by  it,  or  nearly  25  p^r  cent  of  the  total  mortality  of  the 
York,  with  half  the  entire  population,  having  but  000  of  the  2,800  increased  mortality  orer  last 
deaths  showed  an  increase  of  1,200,  and  acute  reapiratorj  diseases,  old  age  and  undassilled 
T  per  cent  of  the  total  mortally  of  the  month;  there  was  a  moderate  increase  from  December 
Mttbig  as  grippe,  and  decrease  In  ^ohoid  ferer  and  malaria.  There  was  1  death  from  small- 
•9an(y  smallpox  oontinnes  at  Le  Koy.  and  cases  have  recently  developed  in  the  town  of 
j%^  ascertained:  there  Is  alaoa  case  at  New  Hartford,  Oneida  coimty,  coming  from  Mebmaka. 
~14P;  more  dear  days  than  usual,  low  relative  humidl^»  high  barometer  and  precipitation 
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««raiiift  850  in  Dec-mber;  the  number  of  deaths  ezceedfl  that  of  Janoarr,  1898,  bj  8,80(1 
1696.  The  mortality  .under  five  Tears  of  age  was  trreater  than  in  either  of  the  oUmnt  months. 
December  and  1,'200  more  thin  in  January,  1898.  Other  local  diSMses  were  increased  to  a  leM 
Jannarr  last,  and  from  unclassified  causes  there  were  400  more.  There  was  no  ohange  in  th« 
chiefly  In  pneumonia  and'acute  bronchitis  (which  caused  2t  per  cent  of  the  total  deaths).  In 
by  ageorby  ill  deflaed  conditions.  The  most  of  this  increase  is  due  to  the  prevailing  epidemle 
returned  as  from  the  ctusas  noted  as  increases,  and  chiefly  acute  respiratory  diseases  and  en- 
month  it  is  estimated  that  ith\s  increased  the  mortality  by  8,000,  this  number  having  been 
month.  The  fatalitrwas  relat  vely  greatest  in  the  rural  parts  of  the  state,  the  city  of  New 
January  and  800  of  th«9  700  increase  from  acute  respiratory  aiseases;  rural  towns  reporting  8.800 
diseases  had  double  the  mortality  of  last  January.  The  common  epidemic  diseases  caused  but 
in  cerebro^s^innl  menln^tis,  whooping  couj?h  and  diarrheal  diseases,  some  of  the  latter  orlgt- 

e  nearly  "    " 


pox  in  New  York  city;  the  cases  at  Rochester  and  ▼Iclnlty  have  nearly  recovered;  in  Cien 

Darien,  and  in  the  ad  join<nj[^  county  of  Erie  there  is  a  case  at  Tonawanda,  the  origin  belngnot 
The  month*8  average  temperatu-e  was  about  the  normal,  with  aztreme  ranges  from  •8'  !• 
slightly  deficient,  winds  variable  and  high. 
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BiMABxa— There  haa  been  a  reduotion  In  the  mortally  from  the  averace  dafly  rate  of  400  la 
Ihe^erreepondinr  month  of  last  year  there  were  1,500  more  deaths  than  then  reported,  the 
•C  deaths  under  nr^  years  of  a^ e,  and  from  symotio  diseases,  puerperal  diseases,  cancer  and 


eironlalory.  dIfestlTe  and  urinary  systems,  from  old  age  and  unclasslfled  diseaeee.    Thia  mm- 
tpldemie  of  Rnppe.  and  that  the  epidemic  reached  Its  acme  in  January  and  Is  now  declinlDC. 

Kobably  eausea,  directly  or  Indlractly,  about  9,000  deaths  this  month.  From  paeomonia, 
St  Febmary.  Other  local  diseases  haTe  caused  180  deaths  dally  In  the  last  two  months 
Me;  there  were  likewise  900  more  deaths  from  unolsssUled  causes.  The  decrease  In  nnr- 
iiglissf;  In  the  marlthne  district  the  death  rate  is  hUrher  than  in  Jaeuarr,  while  In  the  rss6 
aaossd  the  same  mortality  as  in  January,  causing  nearly  one-fCurth  of  all  deaths.  Z^ymetlc 
•f  any  of  them  from  January,  nor  is  there  difference  from  the  mortality  of  a  year  ago.  One 
has  been  no  recent  report  of  new  cases  a  few  cases  continue  at  Le  Boy  and  Tldnttj  la 
troupe  was  detected  a  month  ago  from  which  no  subseauent  cases  have  yet  been  reported. 
Mlow  the  normal  (;tt.5*)  mean  rslatiTC  humlditj  U  77%,  moderate  80Other^  and  weaiscly 
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Jaaoary  to  885,  and  from  a  death  rato  of  21 .00  per  1.000  population  to  10.75.  Compared  with 
Aeatb  rate  being:  17.60.  In  each  of  these  thrne  mont^hs  tb-9re  was  practically  the  «ame  number 
iHolence;  the  variations  are  in  acute  respiratory  diseases,  con«umption.  and  diseases  of  the 
di -ates  that  the  disturbance  from  the  normal  in  mortality  is  due  to  the  cnntlnuacce  of  the 
1,800  deaths  were  estimated  to  hare  been  caused  by  It  fn  D<M;ember,  8,000  In  Januaxy;  It 
aid  other  acute  diseases  of  the  lunjcs,  there  were  83  deaths  da'ly  aeainet  ro  in  January  and  68 
%  :alnst  120  last  February.  There  were  700  deatlis  from  old  a^  which  Is  200  more  than  a  year 
ttlltr  from  last  month  has  been  In  the  rural  parts  of  the  state,  whereas  In  January  It  was  tbe 
o'  the  districts  It  is  much  decreased.  In  the  city  of  New  York  acute  respiratory  dlsesMi 
d  seases  caused  7.0  per  ceot  of  the  deaths  of  the  state.  There  is  no  change  in  the  preralenoe 
d>)&th  is  reported  from  smallpox  from  New  York  dty;  In  the  western  part  of  the  state  there 
0*oesee  county,  and  at  Penfleld,  Monroe  county,  one  case  oomlng  with  a  traveling  concert 
Tbere  was  a  s  ight  deflclenoy  in  the  precipitation  during  Uie  monta,  a  mean  temperature  9.8* 
*wiAda  prevailing. 
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SANITARY  DISTRIOTS 
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I^AEB  ONTARIO  AND  WESTERN 
DISTmcr— (ConttnuecT) 

NOKTH   TOVAWAMDA 

LOCKPOBT • 
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Totals  for  the  state 

Totals  for  Februarr.  1899 
Totals  for  March,  1898 ... . 
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Rkmarks— There  was  an  averasre  dally  mortality  durlnj?  March  of  857.  a  reduction  from  386 
February  and  21.00  in  Januarr.  Compared  with  the  corresponding  month  of  last  year  there 
Uarch  1896  by  over  ICO  deaths;  acute  resplratorr  diseases  caused  100  more  deaths,  con* 
than  in  Mtrch  1898.  Compared  with  last  month  there  Is  increase  in  the  zymotic  mortality 
in  mortality  are  those  of  grippe,  and  the  indications  are  that  it  caused  about  double  the 
about  1800.  The  infant  mortality  has  increased  from  23.5  per  cent  of  all  deaths  to  25.5.  and 
7.5  per  cent  of  all  deaths.  Cerebro-splnal  meningitis  caused  8S  deaths,  of  which  58  oociirred 
Is  true  of  the  diarrht^al  diseases  which  caused  125  deaths.  Diphtheria  is  reduced  to  880  deaths, 
but  1.8  per  cent  in  the  rest  of  the  state.  TypHoid  fever  caused  121  deaths,  about  one  ner  oeni 
caused  79  deaths  in  the  maritime  district  and  20  In  the  rest  of  the  state.  Of  local  diseases, 
and  relatively  the  same  in  all  parts  of  the  state,  the  rural  towns  having  as  large  a  proportioa 
there  is  no  variation  from  the  mortality  of  last  month  or  of  last  March,  11.7  per  cent  of  tba 
neatest  in  the  rural  towns,  18.0  per  cent  of  all  the  mortality,  against  8.0  per  cent  in  tha 
state  except  at  Tonawanda,  two  cases,  Elmira,  three  cases  and  one  at  Kingston,  all  |nt>bably 
tkonnal,  exoessive  prsoipitatlon  with  few  clear  days,  and  high  raladve  bumidi^,  wlnda  balnf 
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In  February  and  400  in  January;  and  a  death  rate  of  19.00  per  1000  population  agrainst  19.75  to 
were  700  more  deaths,  the  death  rate  then  beinx  18.85.  The  STmotio  mortalityls  less  than  in 
■nmptlon  100,  diseases  of  the  circulatory  system  150,  and  old  asre  and  onclassifled  sns  more 
and  decrease  la  deathn  from  acute  respiratory  diseases,  cancer  and  old  age.  These  variationa 
mortality  of  March  1898,  and  that  it  has  fallen  from  a  mortality  of  8000  in  February  to  one  of 
Is  the  same  as  thac  of  last  Mirch.  The  zymotic  mortality  has  slightly  increased  and  caused 
In  the  maritime  district,  and  has  increased!,  as  is  customary  In  the  spring  months  t  the  sama 
or  9.0  per  aent  of  the  total  mortality,  being  highest.  8.6  per  cent  in  the  maritime  district  and 
of  all  the  deaths;  its  chief  preyalence  has  been  in  the  Hudson  Valley  district.  Scarlet  foTor 
those  of  the  respiratory  system  have  caused  the  largest  mortality,  90.0  per  cent  of  aU  deaths* 
of  deaths  from  this  cause  as  the  metropolis.  In  deaths  from  diseases  of  the  nerrous  system 
total.  There  was  increase  in  the  deaths  from  diseases  of  the  circulatory  system,  relatlrely 
maritime  district.  Oonsomption  caused  1,284  deaths.  Smallpox  has  disappeared  from  tha 
originating  exterior  to  the  state.  The  weather  of  the  montJi  was  temperature  below  th» 
high  and'  variabla. 
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York  State  Board  op  Health 

iUstricis,  cities^  villages  and  towns  during  AprU^  1899 
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HUDSON  VALLEY  DI8T.-(Co».) 

Montgomery. 

HaT«ntraw 

Nyack 

Ramitpo 

RMtof  dlftriot 


ADIRONDACK  AND    NORTHERN 
DISTRICT 
Totals 


Watbrtown..., 

Elllsburgb 

Cap«  ViiiCent . . 
Clayton 

OODKNSBUBO  ... 

0«uTrm«ur»... 

Potsdam 

Canton. ..• 

Afaione ,. 

Flattiburg 

Gifts  FdlU 

Whitehall 

Port  Ldward... 

Klnftburj 

OranTlllo 

Oreeswlch ..... 

LowTiUa 

Best  of  district. 


MOHAWK  VALLEY  DISTRICT 
Totals 


SCBnfSOTADT 

GobleskUL 

Amstsbdam. 

F»r<  Plain 

JOBMVrOWN 

Olotbbstillb.  .  •  •  • 

LiTTLB  WaLLB,   . ..  • 

Horktmsr ••• 

num 

UnoA 

Wbitestown 

Boms 

Boonville 

Camden  

Waterford  .   ...... 

Mechanicvillt . .  •  •  • 

MalUtonSpa 

Saratoga  SprimgB, 
Host  of  district... 


SOUTHERN  TIER  DISTRICT 
Tatali 


BtvaBAMToa 

OlMOO 

Candor....  •• 
Waverly .... 


6,259 
7,714 
5,608 
6,000 
275,000 


8W,000 


17,000 
4,23» 
8,0.0 
4,250 

12,000 
6,000 
4.000 
6,018 
5,000 
8,400 

12,500 
4,500 
4,500 
5,118 
5,281 
4,500 
4,000 
280,000 


805,000 


28,791 
8,486 

20,000 
8,000 
7,768 

15.(i00 

12,000 
6,150 
4,007 

66,000 
5.225 

14,000 
8,518 
8.C75 
6,522 
8,000 
8,527 

18,500 
198,000 


«K,000 


4M00 

6,600 

t,686 

4,188 

40,000 
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18 
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17 

19 
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11 
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804 


628 


88 
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25 
5 
18 
19 
11 
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76 

6 

81 
7 
7 

18 
6 
5 

85 
884 


648 


67 
7 
8 
8 

66 


11.00 
81.77 
18.85 
86.00 
16.00 


14.80 


28.29 
17.00 


11.00 
19.10 
18.00 
12.00 
84.U0 


84.85 
18.84 


81.85 
10.50 
18.68 
89.86 
81.00 
14.16 


16.16 


16.06 
24.00 
15.00 
80.00 
80.11 
16.90 
11.00 


15.09 
16.60 


18.00 
24.00 
28.50 
28.86 
24.00 
17.00 
84.00 
14.76 


16.64 


16.41 
14.00 

11.00 

9.00 

i6.b0 
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78 
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28.5 
lrt.7 
12.6 
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16.5 
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16.7 


142.85 
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56.75 
48.70 


121.20 


16.0 

88.3 
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28. 5 
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88.8 

9.0 
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12.8 


18.5 


58.00 
111.10 
2^.00 


52.00 
830.00 


142.86 
40.00 


47.80 


12.5 
28.5 
82.0 


7.5 

86*8 

9.1 


81 .8 


28.8 
14.8 
4^.8 
16.8 
16.7 
80.0 
18.0 
16.7 


16.6 


6S.25 


76.00 
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SOUTHERN  TIER  DIST.-(Cim.) 
Honeheads 

HORMKLLttTILLB 

Bath 

OoiufiNa 

WelUvUla 

Olean 

Salamanca 

DUNKIrK 

Jambstowm 

WestfieH , 

Fredonia 

RMtof  district 

EA.ST  CENTRAL  DISTRICT 

Totals 

STRACftTSK 

Baldunnatnlle 

!)•  Witt 

Cortland 

Hotner  ..•....•••••.•• • 

On€ida 

Hamilton 

OasenoTla 

Broolifleld 

Norwich 

Oneonta 

Woro*-8ter 

Cooper9town 

Walton 

D^lhl 

Liberty 

Rest  of  district 

WEST  CENTRAL  DISTRICT 

Totals 

AuBtraif 

Itbaoa 

Hector  

Waterloo 

Seneca  FalU 

Gbmbta 

Canandaigxta 

Manchester   .. 

Phelp« 

Fenn  Yan,,,» 

Baiavia 

bantvillo 

L^Roy 

Warsaw 

Rest  of  district 

LAKE  ONTARIO  AND  WESTERN 
DISTRICT 

Totals • 

BuvrALo  

TONAWANDA 

Amherst • 


8,819 
18.000 

8,961 
10,096 

6.088 
10,000 

8,700 
18,900 
18,697 

8,000 

8,400 
960,000 


415,000 


190.000 
8,040 
6,189 
8,600 
8,000 
6,100 
4,110 
8,808 
8,986  I 
6,000 
8.000 
8,670 
8,000 
4,811 
8.000 
8,500 

930,000 


814.000 


80,0U) 

18,460 

4,889 

4,850 
6,600 
10,000 
6,868 
4,181 
6,160 
4,800 
7,991 
8,758 
8,000 
4,700 
919,000 


878,000 


860,000 
9.000 
4,000 


6 

14 

6 

8 

10 

10 

1 

17 

90 

8 

8 

816 


486 


116 
1 


14 
1 
6 
4 
6 
8 

11 

10 
6 
9 

10 

9 

8 

977 


407 


84 

91 

8 

8 

0 

89 

6 

7 

6 

8 

0 

7 

6 

9 

866 


1,060 


400 
6 
6 


18.07 
14.00 
18.40 
9.60 
94.00 
19.00 

•       •  •  •  •  • 

16.80 
19.88 
19.00 
98.94 
16.19 


14.86 


11.76 


10.66 


19.00 
19.00 
19.00 
11.00 
99.00 
98.50 
94.00 
8.00 


8.00 
97.00 
14.79 


16.96 


18.60 
17.70 
19.86 
89.00 
16.61 
96.00 

•      ■  •  •  •  f 

81.00 
18.00 
90.00 
16.00 
99.85 
94.00 


14.06 


14.76 


18.69 

isioo' 
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9 
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0 
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1 
86 


63 


96 
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4 
0 
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0 
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60.0 
98.6 
tf).0 
95.0 
80.0 


900.00 
149.85 
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11.9 
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48.85 
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•••«•••• 
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800.00 


r 


1 


•♦•• 


•••• 


t 


Statb  Board  op  Health 


Zthotio  D»tun 

i 
1 

(^ 

I 

r 

1 
1 

1 

1 

■5 

•s 

1 

1 

1 
1 

1 

i 

1 
1 

1 
1 

I 

1 

, 

1 

f 
1 

J 

t 

1 
1 

1 

a 

i 

B 

a 

1 

1 

...... 

"j 

"i 

s 
n 

S 

1 

T 

....' 

1 

■s 

78 

"I 

1 

"j' 

i 

44 

1 

SB 

> 

\ 

[ 

S 

1 

«i 

; 

1 

1 

.... 

1 

14 

0 

11 

.S 

I 

19 

4 

8 

B 

2 

1 

1 

1 

B 

a 

I 

« 

I 
""i 

....I. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

' 

8 

1 

1 

i 

5 

-a 

' 

a 

1 

1 

> 

9 

1 

87 
88 

E8 

= 

< 

SO 
HO 

""Bi" 

^ 

j^ 

8 

1 

= 

la 

X8 
S4 

_!_ 

= 

>» 

> 

1 

'V 

J 

1 

! 

j 

.... 

i" 

1 

1 

1 

• 

2 

1 

I 

1 

« 

i 

1 

..... 

8 

» 

.... 

1 

8 

9S 

u 

W 

1 

is 

to 

m 

40 

1% 

e    io 

94 

1 

. 

» 

T 

1 

I 

* 

\ 

13 

7B 

4S 

■■■•j 

s 

.... 

■     ■ 

476 


Twentieth  Annual  Report  of  the 


Monthly  BuLLEinr 


SAKITABT  DI8TBICT8 


a 
£ 


2 
I 

I 

I 


-I 

u 


I 


9 

I 


If 

s 

o 

I 


ja 

^ 


tskXM  ONTARIO  AWD  WESTERN 
WITRICT— (Owi<intt«f) 

NOBTM  TOKAWAMOA 

L^OKPOBT • 

fifA«ABA  Falls ■ 

Medina 

Atkion ••.. .  .. 

Brtikpcri 

HooBMram 

halmTra...., 

Neumrh  .•• 

Lfoni....... 

C1y4e 

OSWKOO... .*•••.• 

Fulton 

RichUnd 

BMt  of  dittriot 


Totals  for  thA  stat%  . . . , 
Totals  for  March,  1808. 
Totals  for  April.  1806... 


9,000 
11,068 
16.000 

4,600 

4,536 
8,748 

176,000 
4,178 
4.600 
6.127 
8.000 
82,000 
4,2  4 
8,687 

»1,OUO 


7,110,000 


8 

« 

S7 

4 

7 

0 

806 

7 

4 

15 

6 

88 

6 

4 

801 


10,8S8 
11,U6S 
10,000 


11.00 
16.60 
00.85 
11.00 
18.86 
85.00 
14.45 
20.15 
11.00 
85.00 
20.00 
17.45 
18.00 


15.60 


17.75 
19.00 
18.15 


8 

6 
6 
0 
0 
8 

46 
0 
0 
f 
0 
8 
0 
1 

85 


85.0 
28.8 


9.6«' 
2,807 
8,768 


83.8 
82.0 


40.0 


6.8 


12.0 


86.4 
25.8 
28.0 


111.10 


48.78 


68.00 


60.00 


77.00 
75.00 
93.86 


90 


101 
181 


RsMARKs.— The  10.888  deaths  reported  during  the  month  represent  a  dally  mortality  of  810^ 
thA  dally  rate  for  the  first  three  months  of  the  year  was  880,  showlocr  a  saTin^  this  moBth  of 
17.75  annually  per  1,000  population,  airainst  19.00  in  March,  10.75  in  F^bmary,  and  21.00  te 
praoedinir  quartar.  vix.  800  aaaths,  and  the  infant  mortality  is  likewise  the  same.  There  it  a 
of  T5  in  dinrases  of  the  circulatory,  and  of  800  in  deaths  from  old  a|pe  and  unclasallled  eaiieai» 
4ays  of  the  three  preceding  months.     Diseases  of  the  digestlTe  system  and  deaths  froB 

compared  with  the  oorrespondlnflr  mcmth  of  1898,  there  were  185  fewer  deaUis  from  Mjaut/Oc 
deaths  WAS,  howerer.  875  more,  and  from  oonsomption  and  local  diseases  there  were  600  moM 
i .  has  continued  to  be  reported,  probably  haring  increased  the  mortality  of  the  preeenl 
toave  slightly  increased  slnon  last  month,  tvphold  ferer,  scarlet  ferer,  whooping  ooani  and 

Smallpox  cau>ed  one  death  in  New  York  city  and  one  in  Rochestar,  the  latter  bs&ii|tlie 
«ase  of  the  disease  at  Caledonia,  Liviotston  countr  ;  one  at  BntaTla ;  one  at  Buffalo  ;  one  al 
Tlolnlty  of  Newport  News,  Va.,  whence  it  probably  originated ;  the  origin  of  the  other 
dereleeed  independently  of  prerlous  oatbreak*  in  this  stata. 

The  temperature  during  the  month  was  8*  above  the  normal  aTerafre  of  44*,  ranglnc 
the  average  of  2.40  inches.    Weitarly  and  north-westarly  winds  preTaUed. 
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which  U  11  leu  dailj  than  in  Maroh,  89  lets  than  in  February,  and  54  less  than  in  January  : 
1,000  deaths  from  the  rate  of  mortality  of  the  prooedlnff  quarter.  There  was  a  death-rate  of 
January.  The  total  of  Ejmotic  deaths  duriofi:  •  he  month  m  identical  with  the  sTerage  for  the 
saTing  of  588  deaths  from  acute  respiratory  diseases,  of  90  in  diseases  of  the  nervous  system, 
there  are  also  75frwer  deatha  from  oonsumptlon,  ihan  in  an  avenge  cortesponding  number  of 
aocidents  have  somewhat  increased. 

diseases,  the  decrease  being  in  measles,  whooping  oough  and  diphtheria ;  the  total  cumber  of 
deaths  than  in  April,  1898.  Grippe  was  estimated  to  have  caused  1,300  deaths  last  month,  and 
month  about  750,  against  500  in  April,  1893.  Cerebrospinal  meningitis  and  diartheal  diseases 
diphtheria  have  diminished  moderately. 

first  from  this  cause  outside  the  metropolis  since  1894.  Elsewhere  in  the  state,  there  is  one 
Byraou»e ;  and  very  recently  two  cases  at  Ooejmans,  Albany  ccunty,  negroes  from  the 
is  not  clear,  save  that  at  buffalo,  which  is  traced  to  New  Mexioo,  but  all  seem  10  have 


80*  to  83*  ;  there  were  only  five  cloudy  days  and  a  deficiency  in  the  rainfall  of  one  inch  tmia, 
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LAK1C  ONTARIO  AND  WESTERN 
DISTRICT—CCont^tMd; 
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RsM  ARKS -The  number  of  deaths  reported  for  Maj  is  9,656,  or  jutt  the  aTeraice  for  the  16 
the  aTortge  daily  mortality  haTicg  been  reduced  from  846  to  808.  For  the  preoediBK  (our 
The  decreate  from  last  month  is  In  acute  respiratory  dissasea,  from  which  there  w«re  899 
death*  from  zymotic  diseases. 

Compared  with  May,  18M,  scute  respiratory  diseases  caused  neariy  906  f^wer  de^tha  aad 
oouRh.  which  from  April  to  September.  1806^  was  unusually  preraleat,  and  to  a  less  dfres  la 

The  mortality  of  eariy  life  is  less  than  in  either  of  the  months  compared,  there  aatlBC 
ranged  from  19.5  per  cent  of  the  deaths  in  the  more  rural  health  districts  to  81.0  per  cent  ia 
flTO  years. 

'ihe  xymotio  mortality  was  78.75  per  cent  of  the  totaL  Diphtheria,  which  oattaed  the 
there  were  but  82  deaths  from  it  outside  the  maritime  district,  of  whion  16  were  reported 
th«  state,  but  there  is  no  Inoreaso  in  its  mortality  over  last  month,  64  of  the  76  deaths  from  it 
nine  in  the  rest  of  the  state.  Typhoid  foTor  had  its  largest  relatlTe  prevalence  in  the  Rudaoa 
showed  less  than  1  per  cent.    Orippe  has  practically  ceased  to  preyail  and  oaanot  be  said  to 

Smallpox  caused  Ato  deaths  In  New  York  city,  where  17  eases  have  been  reportad  dnrta 
has  just  been  reported,  and  at  OooTmans,  Albany  oouoty,  where  four  new  caaea,  six  la  allt 
laborers  from  possibly  infected  southern  localities  are  known  to  have  dereloped  the  dlsfass, 

Except  in  the  Adirondack  region  there  was  a  defldeney  of  ralafall  (one-half  laeh  balov 
barometer  80.08|  normal  temperature,  and  moderate  weatany  winds. 
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yeara  past;  it  Is  200  \rw  than  of  laat  May-it  is  also  850  len  than  that  of  th<t  preceding  month, 
months  the  averaire  dally  mortality  was  870.  The  death  rate  is  red  iced  fr  m  17.75  to  16  00. 
fewer  deaths,  and  other  local  diseaaea  caused  800  fewer  deathf ;  there  were  also  50  fewer 

the  number  of  a^motic  diseases  was  less  by  150.  The  saTinfi^  in  xymotic  deaths  is  in  whoopini; 
ccarlet  ferer  and  m^^aslea 

been  350  fewer  deaths  under  five  years  of  ai?e,  and  it  is  lower  than  the  areragM  for  May.  It 
the  maritime,  one-fourth  of  the  deaths  of  the  entire  state  ha«inic  occurred  under  the  age  of 

largest  mortality,  208  deaths,  has  had  the  same  relatlTe  prevalence  for  the  pant  three  months; 

f  rooQ  rural  towns,    ^arlet  fever  has  been  reported  as  preTalent  m  many  localities  throughoat 

beine:  reported  from  the  metropolis.    Meai»Ies  caused  76  deaths  in  the  mariiiroe  district  and 

▼alley  digtricc.  where  2.5  per  rent  of  a  1  deaths  were  caused  by  it,  while  the  entite  state 

liave  imi  rested  the  mortality  cf  the  month. 

the  month:  it  is  not  known  to  fzist  elsewhere  in  the  state  except  at  Auburn,  where  one  case 

have  developed;  no  other  localities  similarly  exposed  by  reason  of  importation  of  negro 

Choufrh  this  risk  is  belog  recotrnlzed. 

Che  normal),  low  humidity  (ti9%>,  only  seven  cloudy  days  on  the  average  for  the  state,  average 
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Totals.... 
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LAKE  ONTARIO  A^D  WESTERN 
DISTRICT    {Continued^ 

nobth  tonawanda 
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Clyde , 
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Rest  of  district 


Totals  for  the  state  . . 
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Totals  for  June,  I89B 
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Rkmarxs— June,  next  to  November,  Is  the  month  of  least  mortality  In  this  >tate:  duriofr 
there  haTiog  been  over  10,000  deaths  on  the  average  In  each  of  the  odier  months.  The  nnm 
cold  weather,  especially  acute  respiratory  diseases,  or  the  eariy  inddenoe  of  hot  weather 
9,806,  a  difference  of  1,400  deaths.    This  current  month  9,488  deaths  have  been  reported,  or 

Diarrheal  diseases  are  reported  as  causing  686  deaths.  This  is  nearly  double  that  of  Juae. 
reported  June  mortality  from  872  in  1896  to  1,112  In  1889.  There  Is  custoatarllv  a  sadden  rise 
The  June  increaw  in  diarrheal  mortality  Is,  however,  confined  to  the  large  eftk«  and  aloKwt 
being  nearly  double  that  of  June  last.  Diarrhea  increases  In  the  urban  population  early  la 
continues  Into  September. 

Acute  respiratory  diseases  caused  888  deaths,  about  tiie  same  as  In  Juna,  1808,  and  SOO  lesa 
cause  has  been  1,000,  but  it  has  varied  betwee^i  750  and  2,000  in  different  years,  chiefly,  how- 

The  mortality  of  early  life  increased  from  25  per  cent  of  the  total  in  May  to  88  per  cent  In 
Whooping  cough  increaspd  to  73  deaths  and  caused  deaths  In  all  the  sanitary  distrfeta. 
1.  The  outbrealt  at  Coevmans  Is  mi9  .>ended,  but  It  appeared  extensively  under  similar 
these  laborers.    At  Ntapr^ra  Falls  and  also  at  weedsport  cases  at  first  mlstaJren  for  ch?ckea> 

ThQ  mean  temperature  for  the  month  was  67.5*,  about  1*  above  the  normal,  with  average 
deficiency  in  rain  fall  and  the  atmospheric  oondit*onB  generally  were  uniform  throuchout  ta* 

Typhoid  fev«>r  In  New  York  state  In  1898— The  public  press  has  quite  generally  reoognlaed 
1896,  out  no  effort  has  yet  been  made,  we  believe,  to  find  in  what  localities  the  disease  was 
tlon  to  the  statistics  of  New  York  state,  and  some  results  of  an  analysis  of  the  flgursa  may 
from  typho4d  f'-ver  with  the  population;  but  there  has  been  no  general  count  of  uie  peopi* 
be  accepted  without  re^ftrve.  and  the  deaths,  at  any  rate  in  the  rural  districts,  are  not  all 
compare  the  deaths  from  tvpbo'd  fever  with  those  from  all  causes.  It  may  be  noticed  ai  th« 
records  are  kept  is  higher  than  tn  certain  couniries  of  western  Europe.    This  appears  £ro«i 

Deaths  from  typhoid  fever  in  100,000  people  (average  of  the  decade,  1880-1899J— Norway, 
New  Jersey,  47;  Rht>de  Island,  50. 

In  the  United  States  as  a  whole  in  the  last  census  year  there  were  885  deaths  from  typhoid 
In  the  Norih  Atlantic  states  than  elsewhere  in  the  ecu- try.  In  the  so  called  reglstratioa 
deaths  tn  each  10,000  were  due  to  typhoid  fever.  Thie  givee  a  basis  upon  which  the  flgoras 
any  number  above  187  is  above  this  regif^n's  high  average. 

Typhoid  fever  is  usually  more  prevalent  in  rural  districts  than  In  cltlee.  For  example  tn 
10,000  total  deaths,  but  In  the  cities  only  i77.  Hence  we  shall  expect  to  find  our  dtlea  with  a 
deaths  due  to  typhoid  fever  in  each  city  of  New  York  having  over  20,000  people  In  1890,  aed 
and  for  convenience  the  cities  have  been  grouped  Into  three  clastes— those  having  a 
decidedly  higher  rate.    The  rate  In  the  small  towns  and  country  districts  was.  In  1897,  148, 

Deaths  from  typhoid  fever  In  10,000  total  deaths— Oltiea  having  a  low  rAte  In  1897— Auburn, 
1893, 126;  Ufca,  1897,  98;  1898, 148. 

Cities  having  a  moderate  rate  in  1897— Syracuse,  1897.  142:  1896,  978;  Troy,  1807,  166:  189SI, 

Cities  having  a  high  rate  in  1897— Eimira,  1897,  »n\  180ft,  845;  Bingharoton.  18^7.  961;  l809w 

in  most  of  the  cities,  as  lo  the  state  at  large,  th^'re  was.  In  1898,  a  decided  increase  ot 
distr'cts  the  same  year.  Rochester  and  Tonbe'*s  alone  had  •  decrease,  but  In  New  York  and 
basis  of  last  year's  returns  should  rank  with  Eimira,  Bioghamton  and  Albany  as  unusuallj' 
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885 
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857 


1,028 
1,168 
1,007 


76 

9a 

98 


819 
716 
788 


709 
768 
6S0 


748 
918 

780 


19 


16 


85 


408 
859 
867 


86t 
555 

661 


409 

484 
361 


1J98 
1,84* 
1,068 


the  past  10  Tears  there  has  been  an  aTerage  mortality  in  June  of  9,088,  In  NoTember  of  8.886, 
bAr  of  deaths  In  June  has  ▼aried  la  different  yoars  according  to  the  oootlnuanoeof  diseases  of 
(diarrheal)  diseases.  In  18  9  che  lowest  morcailtj  occurred,  8,870,  and  in  1994  the  highest, 
about  4U0  in  excess  of  the  average  of  the  past  10  years. 

1898,  but  is  betow  the  averag-*  (730)  for  the  month.  This  cause  of  death  has  raried  In  Its 
from  the  reported  deaths  in  Slay  ot  about  600,  which  is  not  far  from  the  current  increase. 
«ntirely  to  New  York  city,  whence  all  but  180  of  the  total  d<?aths  are  report*'d.  Its  mortality 
the  summer,  while  in  Uie  rural  population  its  increase  comes  late  in  tne  summer  and  even 

than  in  May,  which  is  the  arerage  decrease.    For  10  years  the  average  mortality  from  this 

ever,  from  the  perslsteoce  of  grippe  epidemics. 

June.    The  zf  mo  Jo  mortality,  half  of  which  was  diarrheal,  was  14.5  per  cent  of  all  deaths. 

Hmallpox  caused  seven  deaths  in  New  York  city,  eight  cases  having  been  reported  since  June 

oonditlons  (negro  brickyard  laborers  from  Virginia)  at  Athens,  but  not  extendiag  beyond 

pox  have  been  discovered,  the  sources  of  which  are  not  yet  clear. 

highest  of  84»;  rain  fall  was  8.89  laches  (average  8.71),  and  half  the  days  were  clear.    The 

state. 

that  an  unusual  number  of  deaths  from  typhoid  fever  occurred  through'^ut  the  country  In 

especially  p<^eyalent.    The  recent  epidemics  in  Newark  and  Philadelphia  hive  drawn  atten- 

be  of  public  interest.    The  b-'St  method  is  undoubtedly  to  compare  the  number  of  deathi 

of  New  York  state  smce  February,  189i,  the  local  estimates  of  population  are  not  always  to 

reported.    So  it  seems  best  to  follow  thw  method  emoloyed  by  the  United  States  censu«  and 

s'art  that  the  death  rate  fr^m  typhoid  fever  la  the  states  of  this  country  where  careful 

the  following  compiled  from  the  flarures  in  the  eleventh  census: 

11;  England,  21;  Scotland,  25;  Prussia,  88;  Austria,  78;  (ktnaecticat,  88;  Massaohuseta,  45; 

fever  In  each  10,000  deaths  reported— l.  e.,  8U  per  cent.  But  the  disease  is  much  len  common 
stfttes,  including  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Delaware  and  all  New  Bnglaad  but  Maine,  only  187 
tba*  follow  may  be  judged.   Any  number  above  835  is  above  the  oountry*8  very  high  average; 

the  rural  districts  of  the  registration  states  in  1S90  there  were  808  d'^aths  from  it  in  each 
lower  rate  than  the  resc  of  the  state.  We  have  found  for  1897  and  1898  ihe  proportion  of 
also  the  proportion  for  the  remainder  of  the  state.  Thd  rates  are  gtten  in  the  following, 
rate  below  that  of  th(§  rural  discricta,  those  having  about  tiie  same  rate  and  those  having  a 
and  In  1898,  174  dcAtos  in  10.000. 
1897,  43;  1898, 60;  Yonkers,  1897, 67;  1898,  87;  New  York,  1897,  77;  1898,  108;  Brooklyn,  1897,  88; 

897;  Buffalo,  1897, 158:  1898, 814;  Rochester,  1897, 168;  1898,  87. 

479;  A.bany,  1897,  417:  1898,  404. 

deaths  from   typhoid  fever,  and  six  of  the  18  cities  had  a  higher  rate  than  the  rural 

Auburn  the  Incr-ase  was  slight.    The  most  remarkable  increase  was  in  Troy,  which  on  the 

exposed  to  the  disease. 
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districts^  cities,  villages  and  towns  during  July^  1899 

type.    For  boundaries  of  Saniiary  dUtriciM  see  AqduaI  summary] 
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SANITARY  DISTRICTS 


SOUTHERN  TIER  DIST.-(Con.) 
Horaeheads. 

HORKBLLSYILLB 

Bath 

CORNIHO 

WellsvlUe 

Olbak 

Salamanca 

Dunkirk..., 

Jamestown 

We»tfield 

Fredonia 

Rest  of  district 


EAST  CENTRAL  DISTRICT 
Totals 


RTRAOrSK 

Baldioinsville., 

Do  Wilt 

Cortland 

Homer 

Oneida 

Hamlton 

CszenovlA. 

BrookfleM 

Norwich 

Oneonta 

Worcfst^r 

Cooperstoum..» 
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Liberty 

Rett  of  district 


a 
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3 
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8,M1 
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415,000 
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Rest  of  district 
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6,182 
8,600 
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LAKE  ONTARIO  AND  WESTERN 
DISTRICT— (OtmMnu«d) 

North  TOMAWAVD4 

lcckport  

Niagara  Falls 

Medina 

Albion 

Brockport 

ROCHESTBR 

Palmyra 

Newark 

Ly  ons 

Clyde 

OgWEOO  

Pulton  

Richland 

R«8t  of  district 


Totals  for  the  state  . 
Totals  for  June,  1899 
Totals  for  Julj,  1h98  . 


9,000 

16,068 

10.000 

4,500 

4,586 

8,74< 

175,000 

4,173 

4,600 

6,187 

8,000 

29,000 

4,814 

8.687 

281,000 


7,110,000 
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21 

29 
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5 

289 
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1 
8 
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6 
2 
223 


11,891 

9,488 

11,441 


10 
16 
21 


18  6 

I      •  •  •  • 

16.0 

15.4 

6.0 


18.0 
12.0 
17.8 
11.0 
11.5 


18.7 
16.1 
80.6 
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10 

10 
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1 

76 
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0 
0 
6 
1 
0 
68 


4,819 
8.104 
4,945 


87.5 
47.6 
94.6 
14.2 
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87.2 
16.7 


88.8 


42.6 
88.0 
48.0 


186.0 
885.7 
841.4 


297.0 


827.2 
166.7 


180.0 


288.7 
146.6 
286.6 
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1 
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80 
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THE  DEATH  RATE  OF  NEW  YORK  STATE  1887-1896 

The  State  Board  of  Health  has  recently  been  makinj?  an  effort  to  ascertain  more  acearately 
than  he^etcfore  the  total  number  of  deaths  that  recurred  Id  the  state  for  each  calendar  year 
^rom  1^  to  the  present  time.  The  following  table  has  t>een  prepared  by  writing  to  the  city 
boards  of  he&lth  in  New  York,  Broolclyn,  Buffalo,  Albany  and  Yonkere,  asking  each  to  re- 
port the  total  nuDber  of  deaths  recorded  for  each  of  these  Oaiendar  years.  To  the  figures 
contained  in  the  replies  has  been  added  in  column  seven  the  number  of  deaths  annoaUv  in 
the  rest  nf  the  state  from  which  the  '^^rtiflcates  of  death  havn  to  be  returned  to  the  State 
Board  of  Health.  These  numoers  differ  from  those  given  in  the  monthly  and  annual  sum- 
maries  of  this  Board,  because  they  inclule  many  certificates  received  too  late  to  be  included 
when  the  earlier  tables  were  made  up. 

Deaths  in  Nbw  York  State,  18^7-1808. 

1  2                   8                   4  6                6                 7                   8 

Rest  of 

Year  New  York  Brooklyn  Buffalo  Albary    Ycnkers  State  Total 

1887  88,933  17.078  4,688  2.tn>6  55S  48,404  106,687 

1888 40,175  18.061  4,929  2.340  .%93  48,480  114,584 

1889 39,679  18,480  4,388  2.976  5  3  47.021  118.857 

1890 40.1i)3  19,827  6,021  2,2;9  f>S8  60,234  118,066 

1891 48,659  2I,:J49  6,001  2,89«>  5s8  54,671  188,658 

1892 44,829  20,807  5,697  8,504  741  67,250  181.888 

1893 44,486  81,017  6,711  8,14i  687  55,616  189,659 

1894 41,175  21,183  5,280  8.1S0  71KJ  68,769  188,888 

1895  43,420  22,568  4,684  8,8H  787  63,084  128,886 

1896 4l.fi22  22,501  4,452  8,1U6  7'>S  5^,013  184,452 

1897 38,877  20,693  4,475  8.016  713  61,821  118,586 

18!^8 40,43S  81,989  4,538  l,9u3  75^  53,y69  188,584 

It  will  be  noticed  that  the  largest  number  of  deaths  occurred  about  midway  In  the  12 
year  period,  the  years  1891,  l8'J2ai>i  1893  havin.?  been  very  uub*^al  hy.  From  this  table,  how- 
ever, it  Is  not  clear  which  years  were  most  healthy.  To  bo  sur**.  fewest  deaths  were  recorded 
in  1887  and  1889.  but  the  population  of  the  state  now  is  much  (greater  than  it  was  then  and 
from  a  larger  population  one  naturally  expects  a  greater  number  <>f  deaths.  )n  order  to  de- 
cide what  period  was  ttie  most  heUthy,  it  is  necessary  to  allow  for  this  Increase  of  popula- 
tion.   To  do  this  in  New  York  state  la  unusually  difficult  because  of  the  doubt  oonoenUiig  xhm 
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9 
9 
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896 
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10 
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13 
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accuracy  '^f  the  laat  two  enumeratioDS  of  population,  those  of  June  1890  and  February  1892. 
ProbablT  both  of  these  eoumerations  outside  of  New  York  city  and  perhaps  Brooklyn  were 
■ufflciently  ac<  urate  for  our  purposes.  But  It  Is  Incredible  that  the  true  population  of  New 
York  city  could  have  been  as  reported  in 

June  1880 1,906,299 

June  1890 1,515,801 

Feb.  1892 1,801,739 

April  1895    . 1,861,061 

It  could  not  have  increased  only  800,C00  in  10  years,  then  nearly  800,000  in  the  next  20 
months,  and  thea  only  50.000  in  the  foUowiogr  38  months. 

We  must  assume  that  thH>  srcoud  of  these  four  enumerations  was  an  undercount,  the  third 
an  overcount,  and  that  the  first  and  last  counts  were  accurate.  On  this  assumption  the  true 
population  ia  1690  may  be  estimated  from  that  In  1880  and  in  1895. 

For  our  purposfs,  af^ain,  the  arithmetical  method  cf  estimating  population,  that  is,  the 
method  of  itssuminfc  that  the  intTt-aae  in  any  year  was  one-teath  the  Increase  in  the  10  years, 
will  be  accurate  enough.  In  this  way  the  population  for  thrt  middle  of  each  calendar  year, 
L  e.,  June  3U,  has  been  «-Rt<niated.  By  dividing  the  number  of  deaths  recorded  to  each  year 
by  the  estimated  population  in  the  middle  of  that  year  and  multiplying  the  result  by 
1.000,  the  averagt)  r umber  of  deaths  to  l.OOO  persons,  or  the  death  rate,  is  found  and  in  that 
way  the  following  table  has  been  constructed: 

Death  Ratks  in  New  Toek  Statb,  1887-1896 

Estimated  Total  Death 

Tear  population  deaths  rate 

1887 6,797,905  105,687  18.8 

1888 6,396,058  114,584  19.4 

1889 ....  5,998,900  112,357  18.8 

1890 ,...  6,099,747  118,065  19.4 

1891 6,200,594  128,658  20.8 

1892 6,801,441  181,888  80.9 

1898 6,402,k89  129,659  20.2 

1894 6,5(18.186  128,883  19.0 

1895 6,608,9-8  126,886  19.9 

1896 6  704,880  194,469  18.6 

;fe£ 6,806,6rr  118,525  17.4 

IMS 6,906.655  122,684  17.7 
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Thifl  shows  at  once  that  the  healthiest  jears  In  the  18  were  not  the  first  three,  as  ml^ht 
have  been  inferred  from  the  third  column,  but  the  last  two,  because  then  the  proportion  of 
deaths  to  population  was  the  lowest.  Bome  further  inferences  from  the  table  may  peiiiaps 
be  indicated  in  a  subsequent;  issua  of  this  Bulletin. 


RcMABKS.— The  averaf^e  number  of  deaths  in  July  for  the  past  10  years  has  been  11 J 
ran^ng  from  10,800  in  1989  to  13,550  in  189^.  For  the  same  period  the  arera^e  monthly  mor^ 
tality  for  the  rest  of  theyear  was  9,015,  July  b^ng  always  the  month  of  largest  mortality  In 
the  year  in  this  state,  liiere  has  been  reported  for  the  prevent  month  1 1,  *291  deathfi,  whlcb  is 
below  the  aTera|re  by  about  600.    The  number  is  slightly  le8S  than  that  of  July,  1808. 

There  were  1,800  more  deaths  than  in  the  preceding  month  of  June,  and  the  death  rate  hns 
risen  from  16.0  per  1,000 population  annually  to  18.7 :  there  were  50  more  deaths  dally. 

The  infant-mortality  (deaths  under  flTe  years  of  age)  was  4,819,  asaihst  8,100  in  Jane,  an 
that  the  increase  in  mortal!  y  was  almost  wholly  infantile.  Constituting  42.6  per  cent  of  the 
total  deaths,  it  was  unusually  low  since  the  proportion  has  been  nearly  60.0  per  cent  for  the 
past  10  years.  The  mortality  of  «>arly  life  in  July  has  diminished  both  relatitely  and  actaally 
during  mu  h  of  that  period  ;  in  July,  189S.  there  were  6,855  deaths  under  five  years  of  am, 
which  was  52.0  per  cent  of  the  total,  since  then  there  having  been  a  decrease  yearly,  and  the 
present  morodity  of  4,819  is  the  lowest  of  any  year  on  our  records  for  July.  The  Infant  mor- 
tality is  high  in  those  health  districts  having  large  city  populations,  more  than  half  of  ttie 
deaths  In  the  Maritime  occurring  ia  early  life  and  but  11.2  per  cent  in  the  West  central  dis- 
Crict. 
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The  zymotic  morUtlity,  likewise  ▼tried  with  the  dentitj  of  populatioo,  chiefly  on  account 
of  the  deaths  froni  diarrheal  diseases,  which  caused  all  hut  about  oOO  of  the  2,700  deaths  from 
these  cause*  The  diarrheal  mortality  was  relatively  higher  In  the  Lake  Ontario  and  West- 
em  district,  where  nearly  one-fourth  oC  all  deaths  were  from  this  cause  ;  In  the  Maritime  dis- 
trict,  oDe-flfth ;  wh  le  in  the  Bouthem  tier  district  only  one-twentieth  of  the  deaths  were 
diarrheal.  It  has  been  heretofore  observed  that  ihese  acute  diarrheal  diseases  were  largest 
In  July  in  the  cities,  but  largest  in  August  in  the  rural  districts.  The  death  rate  from  all 
causes  is  lowest  in  the  early  summer  months  of  the  entire  year  in  the  country  towns,  the 
Bouthem  tier  district  now  having  a  death-rate  of  10.0.  A  large  mortality  is  reported  from 
diseases  of  the  digestive  i^ystem,  and  likewise  from  diseases  of  i  he  nervous  system. 

There  were  645  deaths  from  accidents  and  violence  ;  a  number  from  various  localities  were 
from  Tetanus,  due  sometimes  to  toy  pistols  an<l  firecrackers;  there  were  two  deaths  from 
lightninr  stroke  and  many  from  drowning.  Past  years  show  more  accidental  deaths  in  July 
than  in  any  other  month. 

Smallpox  spread  from  Weedsport,  prior  t-i  its  recognition,  to  Auburn,  Seneca  Falls  and 
Cato.  a  single  case  in  each,  with  consnlcuons  illustrations  of  the  protection  by  vaccination, 
and  in  all  the«e  places  the  end  is  practically  reached  ;  in  Athens  but  ore  case  remains  ;  in 
Mew  York  city  one  death  occurred  and  three  cases  have  been  reported  during  the  month. 

There  was  a  normal  average  temperature  of  7^^  for  the  month,  with  maximum  cf  94** ;  there 
were  but  six  cloudy  dayit  and  a  total  average  rainfall  of  8.C8  Inches,  having  been  excessive 
about  New  York  and  deficient  in  the  rest  of  the  state. 
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[Cities  are  printed  in  small  oafs.  Tillages  in  itoXiet  and  towns  in  Boma» 


S^NirART  DISTRICTS 


MARITIME  DISTRICT 
Totals , 


CiTT  or  Nsw  York 
Totals 


BoaOUOH  OF  MAIfH4TTAN. 

Borough  or  thb  Bronx  . 
BoRouoB  or  Brooklyn.. 

Borough  orQncKNs 

Borough  or  Uichmond.  . . 
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Sag  Harbor . . . 
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Brookhaven 
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Sing  Sing 
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White  Plaint 

Rest  of  district 


HUDSON  VALLEY  DISTRICT 
Totals 
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districts^  cities,  viUages  and  towns  during  August,  1899 

type.    For  boundaries  of  Sanitary  dUtricU  see  Annual  summary] 
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LAKE  ONTARIO  AND  WESTERN 
DISTRICT— (Con<mu«d) 
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THE  DEATH  RATE  OF  NEW  YORK  STATE  1897-1898 

In  the  last  Monthly  Bulletin  It  was  shown  that  in  this  state  the  years  1691, 1892  and  1806  wars 
more  uohealthy  than  any  other  of  the  last  12.  and  that  1897  and  1896  were  more  healthy 
than  any  precedlnic.  Before  inquiring  of  the  figures  what  the  causes  of  this  may  have  been, 
it  will  be  helpful  to  Msk  whether  the  same  facts  appear  in  adjoininf^  states.  An  answer  to  the 
question  will  be  found  in  the  following  tab^e  of  death  rates  in  six  states  for  each  year  from 
1887  CO  1S'J7  inclusive.    The  maxima  and  minima  are  indicated  by  putting  the  figures  in  italica: 


Anxcal  Drath  Ratrs  nr  Six  Nkiohboriko  Statkb 

Year                                          New  York  New  Jersey  New  Hamp.  Mass.  R.  L  Coan. 

18^7 18.3  19.0  17  6  19.8  19.0  17.0 

1888 19.4  17.0  18.5  19.9  20.4  17.1 

1889 18.8  19.0  17.9  IW.2  19.0  17.0 

1890 19.4  19.8  19.6  19.4  fO.7  18.8 

1891 20.8  19.5  19.4  19.7  19.6  t9.t 

1892 tO.9  tl.6  tO.9  fO.8  90.1  10.0 

1893 '20.2  19  9  20.4  ;f0.5  19.6  16.6 

1894 19.0  19.1  17.8  19.1  19.1  16.8 

1895 19.2  18  3  17.7  19.0  19.6  17.8 

1896 18.6  17.9  J7.f  19  8  19.1  17J 

1897 17.4  26.9  17.7  IS.f  17.6  JS,f 

From  this  table  it  appears  that  1892  and  to  a  les^  extent  1893.  1891  and  1690  were  very  no- 
healthy  years,  at  least  in  the  North  Atlantic  states,  and  that  since  then  there  has  been  a 
steady  improvement,  reaching  the  best  record  in  all  thestate.s  but  Sew  Ha'npshire  in  the  UmH 
vear  of  the  table.  The  explanation  of  the  high  death  rate  in  New  Yorl:  must  explain  than  the 
high  rate  in  neighbormg  states,  that  is,  the  cause  or  causes,  whatever  they  were,  were  geaeral 
and  not  local. 

It  may  next  be  asked,  can  the  time  of  year  when  deaths  were  exceedingly  many  darlo^  this 
unhealthy  period  be  more  closely  fixed?  To  answer  this  question  the  full  'Wlag  table  for  Mew 
York  state  has  been  constructed  from  the  figures  In  thd  annual  reports  of  thlsboard: 
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Smallest  Lanr^'St  Percent  Year  of 

number  of  .  number  of  of  excess  maximum 

deaths  in  deaths  in  of  maxi-  mortality 

anv  year,  any  year,  mum  over  for  that 

Month.                                                            1887-1897.  1887-1897.  minimum.  month. 

January 7,671  18.460  75  1892 

February 6,658  10,771  62  1895 

March 7,830  12.000  53  1898 

April 7,967  18,981  76  1891 

May 7,528  10,718  43  1893 

June 7,484  9,805  81  1894 

July 10,800  13,555  31  1892 

August 9,042  12,475  88  1696 

September 8,264  10.011  21  1895 

October 7,870  9,718  82  1891 

November 6.987  8,727  25  1891 

December 7,886  11,241  48  1891 

It  will  be  seen  that  more  deaths  occurred  in  April,  1891,  than  in  any  other  month,  and  that 
In  the  last  three  months  of  that  year  the  deaths  asrain  rofe  to  a  maximum.  The  very  high 
death  rate  of  1893  is  s  en  to  be  a  resultant  from  the  concurrence  of  a  very  large  number  of 
deaths  in  January  and  fn  July  of  that  year,  these  being  after  April,  1891,  the  most  unhealthy 
months  of  the  entire  132. 

The  causes,  then,  of  the  high  death  rate  in  this  state  in  1891  and  1892  were  effective  eepecl- 
ally  in  April,  18  1,  October,  ltt91,  to  Januarv  1892,  inclusive,  and  July,  189^.  On  examining  the 
returns  for  deaths  by  causes  it  appears  that  in  April,  1891,  there  were  4,357  deates  reported 
from  acute  and  respiratory  diseases,  while  the  largest  number  for  that  month  in  any  other 
year  waa  2,943.  Similar  evidence  may  be  found  in  explanation  of  the  high  mortality  October, 
1891,  to  January,  1892.  while  July.  1892,  was  characterized  by  an  unprecedented  mortality  of 
young  children.  Over  600  more  deaths  of  children  under  Ave  were  reported  In  that  month 
than  in  anv  other  during  the  11  years. 

Now  April,  1891,  marked  the  climax  in  this  state  of  the  second  and  most  fatal  epidemic  of 
influenza,  while  a  third  epidemic  began  in  November  of  the  same  year  and  reached  its  climax 
in  January,  1892.    Children's  diseases  and  deaths  were  especially  common  in  July,  1891,  and 
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July,  1808.  The  malu  reason,  then,  for  the  abnormally  hlfch  death  rate  in  this  state  and  pre- 
sumably in  those  adjoining  us,  tn  1391  and  18M,  was  the  cotncideooe  between  severe  epidemic* 
of  influenza  preTsiiing  dunng:  the  cooler  months  and  attacking  especially  adults,  and  digestlre 
diseases  preTalling  during  the  hot  months  and  attackioe  espeoiallv  children. 

One  reason  among  many  for  the  remarkably  low  death  rate  in  the  years  since  188S  may  be 
found  in  the  large  number  of  deaths  just  before.    The  feeble  and  sickly  succumbed  in  lan(e 
numbers  to  these  repeated  epidemics,  and  while  many  others  were  left  in  impaired  health . 
yet  the  average  Titality  of  the  surviTors  was  probably  somewhat  higher  after  the  process  of 
decimation  had  ended. 

RsMARKK—For  the  month  of  August,  compared  with  the  preceding  month,  the  annual  death 
rate  per  1,000  population  from  all  caiises  has  fallen  from  18.7  to  17.1 ;  there  were  1,800  fewer 
deaths  reported  than  in  August.  1898,  and  800  fewer  than  the  areraee  of  the  past  10  years. 
Allowing  for  delayed  returns  the  death  rate  would  not  exceed  18  per  1,000  populatkm.  the 
aTera«eforthe  past  10  years  having  been  nearly  90.  For  the  three  summer  months  there 
has  been  an  average  daily  mortality  of  384  agairat  841  in  1896. 

The  infant  mortality  is  one  fouf h  less  than  in  July,  and  87  per  cent  of  deaths  have  occurred 
under  the  age  of  Ave  years  against  42.5  per  cent  in  August,  1898,  the  saving  being  mostly  in 
the  maritime  district.  The  percentage  of  Infant  deaths  is  increased  from  that  of  July  in  the 
Adirondack,  Mohawk  valley,  Southern  tier  and  West  central  districts,  beinr  diminished  Id 
the  other  districts.    The  zymotic  mortality  follows  nearly  the  same  relative  proportion,  beios 
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dlndnSthed  io  the  dlitricti  hATing  large  olty  popolatlont  and  inoreaied,  from  July*  in  the 
other  dlitrlctq. 

Of  the  cymotle  dieeaset  typhoid  ferer  and  whooping  cough  hare  Inereaaed.  The  former 
caused  150  deaths  against  M  in  July  and  181  In  August,  1898:  it  has  increased  In  all  of  the 
districts  from  last  month.  Whooping  cough  caused  190  deatns,  August  being  uniformly  the 
month  of  its  largest  mortality  in  this  state,  but  it  has  had  a  smaller  mortality  than  last  sum- 
mer. From  diphtheria  170  deaths  are  reported  sgainst  an  aTorage  of  270«  there  having  been  a 
constant  decrease  yearly  In  August  for  four  years;  there  were  but  87  deaths  from  It  outside 
of  the  metropolis. 

Diarrheal  diseases  caused  16  per  cent  of  the  mortality  of  the  month,  against  18  In  July  and 
90  in  August  last.  In  the  rural  towns  of  **reet  of  district'*  the  diarrheal  mortality  wis 
doubled  from  July,  while  in  the  five  large  cities  it  was  diminished  by  nearly  one-half,  the 
incidence  of  these  diseases  being  upon  the  late  simimer  in  the  ootmtry  and  upon  the  early 
summer  In  the  cities. 

Except  for  a  recently  reported  case  in  Horseheads,  Chemung  county,  probably  originating 
out  of  the  state,  there  is  no  small-poz  known  of  in  the  state  at  tne  time  of  this  issue. 

Of  980  deaths  from  violence  M  were  from  drowning,  84  from  railway  accidents.  86  from 
suicide,  6  lightiog  stroke  and  8  from  hydrophobia. 

There  was  marked  equability  of  temperature  with  the  normal  average  of  78**,  an  unusual 
number  of  clear  sunny  aajrs,  which  has  charscterized  the  entire  summer  (only  90  cloudy  days 
in  the  08),  and  a  deflciency  of  one-half  from  the  average  rainfall,  that  of  August  being 
especially  small. 
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THE  DISTRIBUTION  OF  MORTALITY  THROUGH  THE  YEAR  IN  NEW  YORK  STATE. 

The  figures  published  in  recent  monthly  bulletins  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  make  it 
possible  to  sttfdv  somewhat  more  carefully  then  has  heretofore  been  done  by  this  Board,  the 
distribution  of  deaths  throughout  the  year  and  thus  which  are  the  healthy  and  which  the 
unhealthy  months.  But  the  months  are  of  different  lengths  and  it  is  not  correct  to  compare 
the  number  of  deaths,  for  example,  in  February  with  those  in  January  or  March,  withont 
allowing  for  the  fact  that  in  a  shcrter  month  fewer  deaths  should  occur.  This  allowance 
may  be  made  by  dividing  the  number  of  deaths  in  each  month  by  the  number  of  days  it 
contains  and  thus  getting  the  daily  average  number  of  deaths.  Still  the  retult  thus  reached 
is  open  to  objection  from  another  side,  because  with  the  increase  of  the  staters  population, 
the  average  number  of  deaths  would  naturally  increase.  Hence  the  daily  average  for  each 
month  has  been  divided  by  the  daily  average  for  the  year.  The  quotients  will  range  about 
unity,  or  as  it  is  convenient  to  neglect  the  decimal  point,  about  100,  a  number  above  that 
indicating  an  unhealthy  month  ana  one  below  it  a  healthy  one.  By  this  method  the  following 
table  has  been  prepared  showing  the  mortality  in  New  Yr  rk  state  by  months  from  1694  to 
1896  inclusive.  A  plus  sign  (+)  prefixed  to  a  number  marks  the  most  uk healthy  month  and 
a  minus  sign  (— )  the  most  healthy  month  of  each  year. 

Mortality  ratio  of  the  months  in  Kew  York  state: 

Month  1894         1895'        1896         1897        18W 

January 109  106  99  96  94 

February 104  4-115  VfS  110  99 

March 102  110  108  +116  100 

April 102  106  106  107  101 

May 92  9J  98  98  te 

June 101  87  95  94  -CT 

July -fl25  113  -1-124  118  111 

August 108  107  122  101  110 

September 98  100  96  100  +ilft 

October 90  90  85  91  94 

November -84  —84  —80  -87  87 

December 90  91  89  92  106 

Tota' 1.200       1,200       1,200       1,200       l,tOO 
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The  months  above  the  mean.  100.  in  each  of  the  last  five  years,  and  so  the  regularly 
unhealthy  months,  are  April.  July  and  Aufcust-  The  months  below  100  in  each  case,  and  so 
the  uniformlT  healthy  months,  are  May,  October  and  November.  November  has  regularly 
almost  or  quite  the  lowest  mortality  of  any  month  in  the  year,  from  four-fifths  to  seven- 
eighths  the  annuftl  average,  while  July  has  twice  been  about  onoKiuarter  higher  than  the 
average  for  the  year.  Midsummer  is  thus  in  this  state  the  most  unhealthy  season  and  late 
fall  the  most  healthy  season  of  the  year. 

In  order  to  get  further  light  upon  the  monthly  mortality,  the  question  may  be  raised 
whether  midsummer  is  unhealthy  and  late  fall  healthy  for  persons  of  all  ages.  As  the  ages 
of  the  dying  are  tabulated  only  so  far  as  to  distinguish  those  under  five  and  those  over  five, 
we  may  compare  in  the  manner  already  explained  the  monthly  deaths  of  children  under 
five  with  those  of  persons  over  five,  and  also  of  those  reported  as  dying  of  old  age.  As  the 
preceding  table  shows  the  last  year  to  have  been  an  average  one,  the  figures  are  confined  to 

Ck>mparative  monthly  mortality  ratio  of  persons  under  five  years  old,  persons  over  that  age 
and  persons  dying  of  old  age: 

Persons 

reported  as 

dying  of  old  age. 


Month 

January. . . 
February . . 

March 

April , 

»Iay 

June 

July , 

August  .... 
September. 
October. ... 
November.. 
December. . 

Total... 


Persons 

Persons 

under  five. 

over  five. 

77 

101 

90 

108 

91 

104 

91 

106 

86 

99 

84 

88 

157 

91 

158 

91 

143 

104 

91 

95 

65 

08 

72 

121 

99 

115 

107 

106 

100 

80 

80 

98 

106 

95 

90 

120 


1,200 


1,200 


1,200 
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Hits  table  shows  that  tbe  bifrh  mortality  of  the  summer  months  presses  only  on  chlldreo 
under  five  years  of  a^re.    In  July,  August  and  September  of  last  year  the  chUd  mortality 


about  60  per  cent  aboye  the  average  for  the  year,  while  that  for  persons  reported  ss  dyfo^ 
of  old  age  was  rather  below  the  average.  Tne  months  most  favorable  to  the  aged  areappar- 
eatly  those  of  early  summer,  Jane  and  July,  while  the  months  of  winter  ana  early  sprinjg^ 
show  an  abnormal  excess  of  deaths. 

Rkmabwb  —There  were  9,180  deaths  reported  during  the  month,  800  len  than  the  preoedtoir 
month,  the  death  rate  having  fallen  from  17.1  to  16.8.  The  returns  are  probably  within  »0 
of  the  full  number.  There  is  a  saving  of  600  in  the  deaths  of  early  life,  of  the  same  number 
In  diarrheal  mortality  and  100  fewer  deaths  are  r^orted  from  consumption  and  old  afre. 
On  the  ofht*r  hand  there  were  160  more  deaths  from  acute  respiratory  diseases  than  In 
August,  other  local  diseases  continuing  the  same  as  in  last  month. 

Oomparrd  with  September  of  other  years,  there  were  2,800  fewer  deaths  than  in  September 
1896,  in  which  month,  however,  the  mortality  was  excessive,  being  greater  than  that  of 
August;  there  were  but  half  the  number  of  deaths  from  diarrheal  diseases,  a  smaller  mor- 
talny  from  digestive  and  nervous  diseases,  and  the  infant  mortality  was  much  smaller,  the 
summer  causes  of  death  having  continued  operative  then,  wher<>as  the  autuonn  increase  of 
the  respiratory  dtseasen  has  been  no  greater.  1  he  average  September  mortality  of  the  10 
years  prior  to  1896  was  9.800,  which  is  still  a  little  lareer  than  that  of  the  present  montli. 
There  nave  not  been  so  f^w  deaths  reported  in  September  since  1890. 

The  decrease  in  mortality  from  August  is  chiefly  in  the  Maritime  and  the  Lake  Ontario 
•od  Western  districts,  that  of  the  Central  districts  being  even  greater;  the  same  is  true  or 
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•the  diarrheal  mortality.  In  the  five  lam  cities  there  were  IJSOO  fewer  deaths  than  In 
August,  and  tiie  deaths  from  diarrheal  diseases  were  len  than  half  the  number  in  August; 
In  rural  towns  (rest  of  dlstricO  the  total  mortality  and  also  the  diarrheal  mortalit/  were 
%oth  nearly  the  same  as  in  August,  the  latter  oonstitutlnr  about  16  per  cent  of  the  deaths, 
•against  8  per  oent  in  the  cities.  One-fourth  of  these  deaths  in  rural  towns  from  diarrheal 
dlsMpes  occurred  abore  thn  age  of  five  years. 

Typhoid  fever  caused  206  deaths,  being  increased  by  60  from  August,  and  the  Increase 
4iffected  allthe  health  districts.  There  were  9.8  deaths  per  100,000  population,  for  the  month. 
In  the  five  large  cities,  and  8.0  In  the  rurttl  towns  from  typhoid  fever. 

Scarlet  fever  is  reported  from  88  towns  In  various  parts  of  the  state,  but  of  the  19  deaths 
<mly  three  occurred  outside  New  York  Ci^.  Measles  caused  no  deaths  outride  the 
metropolis.  Whooping-cough  ha^*  been  of  general  distribution,  its  reported  mortality  show- 
ing a  aecreane  of  one  third  from  August. 

Possible,  thoufch  unconflr  'tt-d.  development  of  smallpox,  eepeclallv  near  the  borders  of 
the  state,  emphasise  the  need  of  every  precaution  being  contioued  by  health  officers. 

Diphtheria  IncretKod  in  mortality  aod  caused  more  deaths  than  in  Sept«>mber,  1898. 

Acute  respiratory  diseases  Increased  by  160  the  mortality  reported  in  \UKUSt,  the  755 
deaths  beinff  the  average  for  the  month  of  past  years. 

Of  800  violent  deaths  87  were  from  railway  accidents,  80  from  drowning,  8  from  electric 
•car,  18  from  suicide. 

The  raiof  all,  foUowInar  df?  summer  months,  was  excessive  in  all  parts  of  the  st  ite,  with  an 
average  of  4.6  inch «:  tht»  temperature  was  also  8*  below  the  normal  of  ft-'P.  with  ranges 
^twesn  40*'  aod  90^;  aver^a  relative  humldlCy  for  the  month  78  per  cent  and  dew  point,  48^ 
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districts,  cities,  villages  and  towns  during  October,  1899 

type.    For  boundaries  of  Sanitary  districts  see  Annual  summary] 


ZfMOTIO  DiSSASSS 

i 

1 

1 

a 

i! 

a 
o 

1 

a 

B 

a 

s 

1 

2 

Diseases  of    dIfcesUve    system 
(not  diarrheal) 

a 
1 

a 
o 

a 

1 

s 
s 

a 
s 

m 

oa 
a 
o 
► 

o 

a 

"S 
Q 

8 

1 

s 
1 
1 

8 

OB 

a 
o 

1 

1 

5 

• 

1 

H 

a 

-a 
a 

00 

u 
> 

3 

1 

! 

1 

jd 

o 
o 

! 

•a 

'S 

1 

1 

s 

1 

a 

1 

a 

0 

18 

1 
1 

•  •  •  • 

1 

88 

9 

•  •  •  • 

13 

1 

88 

88 

14 
8 

1 

4 

3 
8 

85 

88 
84 

155 

161 

71 
17 
59 

4 

181 

808 

673 

88 

87 

88 

3 

11 
1 

609 

499 

466 

395 
83 

117 
83 
10 

888 

476 

816 

194 

109 

10 

64 

6 

5 

2 

819 

891 

189 

16 

71 

9 

6 

•  •  •  ■ 

•  •  •  • 

6 

184 

118 

78 
18 
88 

•  •  •  • 

4 

8 
8 

1 

801 

14 

140 

759 

69r 

474 

848 

488 

767 

8 
1 

7a 

6 

M 

6 

2 

'"i' 

3 

1 

441 

84 

860 

88 

6 

8 

8 

388 

77 

801 

19 

7 

5 

8 

355 

16 

173 

18 

18 

8 

8 

2 

2 

186 
13 
11 
18 
11 

814 
88 

158 
83 

7 

481 
39 

8 
2 

1 

7 
1 

856 
20 
13 

•  *  •  • 

1 

1 

8 

1 
1 

8 
8 
3 

4 

...... 

8 

3 
2 

7 
8 
1 
8 
...... 

8 

8 

38 

187 

4 

3 

...... 

8 
8 
10 
8 
8 
1 
4 

1 
1 

1 

1 
3 
7 

•  •  •  •  • 

1 
1 

1 

•  •  •  • 

1 

1 
1 

1 
8 
3 

4 
8 

1 

8 
8 
8 

3 

4 

8 

8 

•  •  «  • 

3 

8 

2 

2 

•  •  •  • 

2 
.... 

10 

88 
6 

8 

1 
1 
8 
8 

•  •  •  • 

8 

64 

6 
8 

8 

8 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

8 

8 
1 

1 

1 

17 

90 

1 

2 

8 

1 

...... 

18 

88 

1 

1 

18 

88 

1 

1 

13 

84 

4 

•  •  •  • 

9 

68 

9 

1 
9 

105 

1 

•  •  •  • 

4 

.... 

1 
10 

43 

1 
1 
3 
3 

4 

1 

81 

7 
6 
8 

18 

1 

•  •  •  • 

4 

1 

1 

7 

8 

97 

8 
1 
9 

80 
t 
9 
8 

18 
8 

18 

1 

15 
3 
9 

17 
8 

7 

1 

18 
5 

11 
8 

n 

1 
1 

2 

10 

4 

1 
8 

1 
8 

9, 

7 

8 
8 

5 

•  •  •  • 

4 

1 

1 

3 

1 
1 

1 

3 

1 

•  •  •  t 

1 
.... 

1 
7 

1 
...... 

6 

1 

1 

[   8 
8 
1 

4 
1 
8 

8 
1 

4 

"i* 

•  •  •  • 

8 

8 

2 

•  •  •  • 

...*.- 

.... 

1 
4 

8 

4 

8 

8 

1 

1 

1 

8 

8 

•  •  1  • 

1 

1 
8 

t 
4 

t 

8 

8 

1 
8 
8 
8 
1 

.... 

1 

1 

8 

.  * .  ■ 
1 
4 

.... 
.... 

1 

1 
1 

1 
1 
1 
1 
.... 
8 

8 

1 

4 

8 

1 

8 

1 

1 

4 
8 
8 

5 

8 

] 

1 
1 

••  • . 

.... 

.... 

1 

1 

4 
8 

1 

1 

•  ■  •  • 

8 
8 

1 

1 

'  ft  •  • 

1 

8 

•  •  •  • 

•  •  •  • 

•  ft  •  • 

1 

ft  •  •  • 

626 


Twentieth  Annual  Report  of  the 


Monthly  Bullvtik 


8ANITART  DISTRI0T8 


a 
o 


S 
8 

o 

a 

0 

a 


& 


do 

?| 


e 
s 


a 


I 


CK 


5 

|i 

o 

a 


3 

a 

I 
B 

a 
& 

e 

6 


o 

I 


HUDSON  VALT^Y  DI8.— (Con.) 

Bf  ODtiiromery 

Haverstraw 

Nyack 

Ramapo 

Rest  of  district 

ADIRONDACK   AND    NORTHERN 
DISTRICT 
Totals 

Watkrtowv 

EliUburg 

Cape  Vincent 

Olajton 

OODBNSBURO 

Oouverneur 
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Whitehall 

Fort  Edward 

Kingsbury 

GranviUe 

Oreenwich 

Lowv  lie 

R«0t  of  district 

MOHAWK  VALLEY  DISTRICT 
Totals 

SCHKNBOTADT 

Cobleskill 

Amstbrdam 

Fort  Plain 

johnstovn 

Glovbrsvillv 

Little  Falls  
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Ilion 

Utioa 

Wbites^o  «rD 

ROMK 

Boon  Til  le 
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Waterford 

Mechanicville 

BalUton  Spa 
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Best  of  district 

SOUTHERN  TIER  DISTRICT 
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Xlmika 
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SOUTHEBN  tier  DI8T.-(am.) 

Horseheadi 

H0RNBLL8VILLE 

Bath 

CoKNiiro 

WellsTllle 

Olban  

Salamanca 

DCKXIftK , 

Jam  BSTOWM    

West/leld 

Fredonia 

Rest  of  distiiot 

EAST  CENTRAL  DISTRICT 

Totals 

Straousb 

BaldufinsviUe  

DeWItt 

Cortland 

Homer 

Oneida 

Hamilton 

raxenoWa 

Brookfleld 

NoruHch 

Oneonta 

Worcester 

Coaperatoum 

Walton 

Delhi.  ...    

Liberty 

Rest  of  district 

WEST  CENTRAL  DISIRICT 

Totals 

Auburn 

Ithaca 

Hector 

Waterloo 

Seneca  Falls 

Qbneva  ....  

Canandaigua 

Manchester 

Phelps 

Penn  Van 

Batavia 

DanwUle 

Le  Roy 

Warsaw 

Rest  of  district 

LAKE  ONTARIO  AND  WESTERN 
DISTRICT 
Totals 

BurrALO.... 

TONAWAVDA 

Amherst 
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8.819 
19,000 

8,861 
10,096 

5.081 
10,000 

8,700 
18,200 
18.687 

8,000 

8,400 
960,000 


415,000 


180,000 
8,040 
6.188 
8.600 
8.000 
6.100 
4,110 
8.808 
8,986 
6,000 
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9,670 
8,000 
4,811 
8,000 
8,600 

880.000 


886,000 


86,000 

18.460 

4,889 
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sanitary  districts 


a 
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lake  ONTARIO  AND  WESTERN 
district— (C\>n«nu€d) 

North  Tumawanda 

Lookport 

Niagara  Falls 

Medina 

Albion 

Brockport 

RoOHbSTKR 

Palmyra. 

Newark 

Lyons 

Clvde 

OSW  BOO 

Fulton 

RichUbDd , 

Rest  of  district 


Totals  for  the  state 

Totals  for  September,  1809. 
Totals  for  October,  1896. . . . 


9.000 
16,068 
16,000 
4,fi00 
4,686 
8,742 

176.000 
4,178 
4.600 
6,187 
8,000 
28,000 
4,914 
8,687 

881,000 


7,110,000 
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22.2 
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40.0 
25.0 
14.2 
15.0 


18.8 
60.0 
81.2 
14.2 


17.8 


84.2 
88.4 
80.0 


838.0 
200.0 


142.8 
100.0 


182.8 
800.0 
125.0 


188.7 


110.8 
172.2 
140.0 
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THE  DISTRIBUTION  OF  MORTALITY  THROOOH  THE  YEAR  IN   NEW   YORK  STATE. 

In  the  last  Monthly  bulletin  It  was  shown  that  the  most  unhealthy  months  were  those  oT 
summer  and  the  most  healthy  those  of  the  late  fall.    This  appears  clearly  when  the  ayera^e 
monthly  mortality  ratio  in  New  Yoric  state  for  the  last  five  years  is  taken.    A  number  aboTe 
100  indicates  a  month  more  unhealthy  than  the  ayerage  ;  a  number  below  100  Indicates  a. 
month  more  healthy  than  the  ayerage  for  the  year. 


MoMTHLT  MouTALiTT  Ratio  III  Nbw  Yorx  State,  1894-1896: 


January.. 
February 
March.... 
April 


101 
106 
107 
104 


May... 
June..., 
July... 
August 


98  September. 

93  October. . . . 

117  November. 

109  December . 


y  •  •  •  • 


Total l,90» 

This  table  shows  that  there  are  two  periods  of  the  year  which  are  especially  unhealthy  la 
this  state,  the  late  winter  and  early  spring  with  a  maximum  In  March,  and  the  middle  andlat* 
summer  with  a  maximum  in  July.  September  is  usually  a  healthy  month,  but  the  deaths  in 
September.  1808,  when  the  average  temperature  was  only  five  degrees  below  that  of  Aogust, 
brought  the  average  of  th^  five  year  period  to  108. 

Betwe«4n  these  periods  are  two  whicn  ar««  especially  healthy,  one  in  the  late  spring  and  early 
summer,  and  a  second  in  late  fall  and  early  winter. 

In  the  last  Monthly  bulletin  the  figures  for  1806  were  used  to  indicate  that  these  two  im- 
healthy  periods  in  late  summer  and  Ute  winter  were  due  largely  to  the  unbealthfulness  of 
continued  hot  weather  forchildrvn  and  the  unbealthfulness  or  continued  cold  weather  for 
adult*.  It  seems  worth  «hiletopushthe  exuninati>nof  the  figures  back  over  a  five  year 
period  in  ord-r  to  test  this  inference.  Accordingly  the  comparattve  mortality  ratio  for.ea^ 
month  ban  been  computed  for  children  under  five  and  for  perions  over  five  during  each  of 
the  last  five  years.  As  explained  before,  a  number  above  100  marked  an  unhealthy  month,  and 
▼ice  versa. 
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417 
827 
448 
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1804-1808 

HSAI.THFULNK88  OF  Baoh  Mokth  fob  Childbkx  Undbb  FlTB. 

Month  1804  1806  1896  1807  1898 

January    88  88  00  88  77 

February 02  06  01  100  00 

March 0«  04  06  111  01 

April  02  102  90  06  01 

May 81  81  84  82  86 

June  100  00  106  08  84 

July 178  168  IBi  167  167 

Au^st 182  180  141  188  168 

September 116  121  103  116  148 

October 84  88  72  67  01 

November 66  66  66  60  6ft 

December 78  78  70  78  72 

Total r200  1,200  rSo  1^  MOO 


1,200 


This  table  ahowa  that  the  deaths  of  chOdren  in  thim  state  in  July  are  nearly  70  per  cent 
above  the  avera^re  for  the  year  and  In  Aurnst  nearly  40  per  cent  above  the  average,  while 
September,  though  on  the  average  severaTdegrees  cooler  than  June,  ha*  an  ••zeeas  of  infant 
mortality,  rbit  probably  is  due  partly  to  the  cumulative  effect  of  continued  heat  and  partly 
to  the  fact  that  death  is  often  separated  from  its  causes  by  a  considerable  period  of  time. 

While  there  is  no  dose  or  constant  relation  between  temperature  and  d**ath  rate,  yet  there 
Is  a  perceptible  tendency  for  the  death  ratn  of  children  to  be  higher  than  the  aver  ge  in  tibe 
mon  hs  when  the  t<*mperature  is  higher  than  the  average. 

If  one  compares  the  figures  in  th-*  precedln  table  with  those  in  the  following,  showing  the 
comparative  healthfulness  of  the  months  for  adults,  the  differences  are  striklLg. 


533  Twentieth  Annual  Report  op  the 

Monthly  BuLLETiif 

Hbaltbpulnsss  of  Each  Mortb  roR  Pbrsohs  owx  Five  : 

Month  1694         1895         1896         1897        1898       ▲▼erafre 

January 120  116  104  100  101  106 

Kebruary 110  126  109  114  108  +11S 

March 107  119  114  118  104  +118 

April 108  107  110  112  105  109 

May  98  97  98  96  99  9» 

June 98  85  89  92  88  — M 

July 96  84  95  89  91  91 

August 84  90  ]i8  88  91  94 

September 89  89  92  92  104  93 

October   93  94  91  lu^  95  95 

November 94  98  87  94  96  S3 

December 99  96  96  101  121  UA 

Total 1,200       1,200       1,200       MOO       1I20O  iTaOO 

The  unhealthy  seasons  are  no  longer  the  hot  summer  months  but  the  cold  winter  months 
from  December  to  April  Inolusiye,  with  the  maximum  in  February  and  March.  The  flfrurea 
in  this  table  are  much  affected  by  the  recurrent  epidemics  of  influenza,  which  have  afflicted 
the  state  and  country  and  have  probably  caused  more  deaths  than  any  other  epidemic  disease 
io  the  last  half  century.  Thus  the  deaths,  direct  and  indirect,  from  influenza,  in  this  state^ 
are  set  down  as  KOO  in  February,  1896, 1600  in  March  of  the  same  year,  1500  in  March,  1807, 
1400  hi  January  1894. 

Bat  even  aside  from  this  cause  It  is  no  doubt  true  that  the  cold  winter  months  are  those 
least  favorable  to  the  life  and  health  of  adults  and  elderly  persons. 

It  may  be  asked  whether  the  heat  of  summer  is  uafavorable  to  children  all  over  the  state 
oronly  In  the  cities.  In  the  effort  to  Mt  an  answer  to  this  question  from  the  figures  for 
New  York  state,  the  following  method  has  been  followed.     The  distribution  of  deaths  by 
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months  io  all  the  cities  of  over  25,000  people  has  been  computed  and  that  for  the  rest  of  the 
state  separately  found.    The  resulu  for  1897  and  1806  are  Riven  in  the  following  table : 

Healihfulnesi  of  each  month  for  children  in  the  large  cities  and  in  the  rest  of  New  York 
state: 


January 

February 

March 

April  

Miy  J 

June 

July 

August 

Feptember 

October  

November 

December 

Total 

Mean  Tariation 

The  preceding  table  sunests  that  the  infant  mortality  of  the  summer  compared  with  that 
for  the  entire  year  is  nearly  as  great  in  the  small  cities  ond  rural  districts  as  it  is  in  the  great 
cities.  The  last  line  in  the  table  shows  the  average  difference  between  the  figures  for  each 
month  and  the  normal  rate  of  100.  In  each  year  the  mean  variation  for  the  large  cities  was  a 
little  but  not  much  greater  than  for  the  rest  of  the  state.  Another  inference  is  Indicated  by 
these  figures.  The  high  infant  mortality  of  ihe  hot  months  cc  mee  later  in  the  country  than  ft 
does  in  the  city,  and  the  infant  mortali^  in  the  country  during  September  was  greater  than 
In  the  cities.     This  inference  may  be  reserved  for  subsequent  examination. 
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8,285 
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880,000 

885,0:0 
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0 
8 
6 
7 
6 
6 

10.8 

88.0 
11.8 
17.6 

88 
0 
9 
0 
0 
1 
0 

80.8 
66!6 
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8 

BaldwintvUle 

DeWttt 

"Cortland  
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•  •  t  » 

1 

Homer , 

Oneida. 

16.7 

Hamilton 

CaxenoTla 

Brookfleld 

1 

11 
18 
4 
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8 
6 
8 
981 

804 

88.6 
19.6 
16.6 
16.0 
88.0 
84.0 
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11.5 

0 
8 
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0 

0 
8 

1 

0 

16 

88 

Norwich 

18.8 
16.4 

Oneonta 
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Worcester 
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Coovtrttoion 
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16.7 
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51 

16 

4 

5 

7 
18 
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14.8 
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13.8 
14.0 
18.8 
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8 
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0 
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18.6 

40 
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88.5 

400 

1 
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1 

8 

Manchester   
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18.0 
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18 
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*'l85 
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•  •  •  •         •  • 

64 
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s 
1 

Rest  of  district 

f 

I.AKE  ONTARIO  AND  WESTERN 
DISTRICT 
Totals 

86 

BrrrvAix) 
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9,000 
4,000 
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8 
0 

11.6 
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8 

0 

89.6 
66.6 
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IS 

TONA  WANDA 

Amherst 

.  .  •  • 

»  •  •  • 
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LAKE  ONTARIO  AND  WE3TKRN 
DISTRIC  r— (Continued) 

nortb  tonawamda 

lockport 

Niagara  Falls 

Medinm 

Albion 

Broekpcrt 

ROOBBSTXR 

pRlmjrra 

Newark 

Lrons 

{Jlgde 

Oswioo 

Fulton- 

Richl4nd 

Rest  of  district 


Totals  for  the  state 

Totals  for  October,  1890  . . . 
Totals  for  NoTember,  1808. 


9,000 

16,068 

16,000 

4,500 

4,586 

8.74« 

175,000 

4,173 

4,600 

6,127 

8,000 

28,000 

4,214 

8,687 

281,000 

7,110^000 


8 

25 

16 

11 

4 

1 

154 

6 

8 

10 

2 

82 


2 
192 


8,607 
9,2«0 
8,709 


10.7 
18.7 
12.0 
26.0 
10.5 


10.2 
17.0 


19.0 
8.0 

17.5 


16.0 


14.7 
16.0 
15.8 


1 
6 
8 
0 
0 
0 

24 
2 
0 
3 
0 

10 


12.5 
24.0 
18.8 


15.0 
88.8 


0 
22 


2,187 
8,175 
1,970 


80.0 


11.5 


25.4 
84.2 
22.7 


250 

80 

187 


71 


100 
156' 


72 


101 

110 

90 


Ri MARKS— There  has  been  no  smallpox  Id  the  western  part  of  the  state  since  September, 
when  a  f>ingle  case  occurred  in  Horseheads.  of  outside  origin. 

November  20th,  cases  of  smallpox  were  discovered  In  Troy^  and  the  adjacent  vlllajce  of 
Waterford.  The  former  were  reported  as  Srrianti,  arrived  three  weeks  before  as  emigrants 
at  New  York;  no  spread  occurred  In  Troy.  The  Waterford  cases  were  net  detected  until  too 
late  to  prevent  spread,  but  were  limited  to  five  cases. 

New  Rochelle  reported,  November  25th,  two  cases  of  smallpox  at  Fort  Sloeum,  to  which 
they  were  limited  and  which  were  cared  for  by  the  government  authority. 

Rochester,  November  27th,  reported  a  care  directly  arrived  from  Watihlngton,  D.  C..  and 
one  secondary  case  developed  after  the  unusual  Incubative  period  of  eighteen  days.  These 
1(  calitles  are  now  free. 

Syracuse,  December  27th,  reports  one  case,  the  origin  of  which  is  not  yet  given;  this  Is  the 


only  case  koown  of  in  the  state  at  the  end  of  the  year, 
vaccination  has,  as  usual,  been    ' 


vigorously  followed  in  all  these  exposed  locilitles  and  con- 
tributed chiefly  to  control  of  the  disMse. 

The  health  officers  throughout  th9  state  have  uniformly  been  energetic  In  availing  them- 
selves of  this  important  aid  for  protecting  their  municipalities  from  the  spread  of  smallpox. 
A  srreat  amount  of  vaccination  has  been  secured,  under  the  stimulus  of  the  presence  of  out- 
breaks of  smallpox  and  by  tbe  operation  of  the  compulsory  school  law.  But  two  or  three 
instances  of  untoward  results  following  vaccination  have  come  to  our  knowledge,  and  these, 
on  investigation,  have  been  found  to  have  resulted  from  needless  neglect. 

The  reported  mortality  for  the  month  from  all  causes  is  6,607, 100  less  than  that  of  Novem- 
ber last;  the  average  daily  rate  was  287  and  the  death  rate  14  7.  The  average  yearlv  mortality 
Id  this  month  for  the  past  five  years  has  been  8,288,  and  that  of  the  five  years  pnor  to  that 
nearly  the  same,  so  that  the  pres<*nt  month  shows  an  increase  of  about  800  above  the  average. 

There  are,  however,  fewer  deaths  from  zjrmotic  diseases  than  the  Ave  year  average  by  a 
total  of  125,  the  saving  being  chiefly  in  diphtheria;  10  per  cent  of  the  deaths  were  from 
zymotic  diseases.    There  were  more  deaths  from  scarlet  fever  and  measles  than  the  average. 

Acute  respiratory  diseases  causwl  nearly  the  average  mortality,  and  the  same  as  in  the 
corresponding  month  of  last  y<*ar,  nor  is  there  materialvariatlons  In  other  local  diseases. 

Compared  with  other  months,  the  pres*nt  mortality  Is  lower  than  that  of  any  preceding 
month.    This  Is  customary,  November  being  uniformly  the  month  of  fewest  deaths  In  the 
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year.  In  a  period  of  10  years,  during^  which  the  average  daily  mortality  was  888,  that  of 
November  for  the  entire  period  was  87O;  for  the  rest  of  the  year  the  daily  averaire  was  825, 
showing  a  saving  for  this  month  of  more  than  1,600  as  compared  with  the  rest  of  the  year. 
The  diarrheal  and  other  intestinal  diseases  of  summer,  with  the  attending  larger  mortality 
credited  to  nervous  diseases,  have  subsided,  and  the  typhoid  fever  of  early  autumn  lias  begun 
to  decrease  usually,  while  the  respiratory  diseases  of  winter  and  spring,  with  the  accompany- 
ing diseases  of  the  urinary  svscem,  have  not  materially  Impressed  the  death  rate. 

The  Infant  mortality,  which  is  the  average  for  this  month,  has  decreased  by  1,000  from  that 
of  October  and  constituted  85  per  cent  of  the  deaths.  Diarrheal  diseases  caused  about  one* 
tnlrd  as  many  deaths  as  were  reported  In  October;  digestive  and  nervous  diseases  800  fewer 
deaths,  while  from  acute  respiratory  diseases  there  was  an  increased  mortality  of  only  100 
from  last  month. 

Diphtheria  caused  50  more  deaths  than  in  October  and  60  more  than  in  November  of  last 
year.  The  decrease  which  has  been  pretty  constant  since  1891  is  slvlng  place  to  a  moderate 
increase.  We  have  reports  of  Its  epidemic  prevalence  in  various  parts  or  the  state  -localities 
on  Long  Island,  in  Rensselaer  and  Saratoga  counties,  in  Washingtoo  and  Allegany  counties. 

Scarlet  fever  and  measles  are  both  increased  from  last  month  and  also  from  November. 
1898.  The  former  continues  generally  distributed  and  caused  deaths  in  all  the  sanitary  dis- 
tricts, though  its  total  mortsllty  is  only  54.  Measles  caused  75  deaths,  all  occurring  in  the 
maritime  and  Lake  Ontario  and  western  districts,  save  three  In  the  Hudson  valley  district. 

Reports  of  death  from  grippe  during  the  last  week  of  the  month  have  been  received,  but 
while  its  annual  ep'demic  recurrence  has  no  doubt  taken  place.  It  has  not  to  a  sufficient 
degree  to  materially  sffect  the  mortality  of  the  month  as  estimated  by  its  impress  upon  the 
usual  groups  of  diseases  where  it  commonly  finds  record. 

In  rural  parts  of  the  state  the  infant  mortality  was  12  per  cent  (half  that  of  the  entire 
state) :  the  zymotic  mortality  7  per  cent  against  11  per  cent  for  the  rest  of  the  state:  typhoid 
fever  caused  8.5  per  cent  of  the  deaths,  against  1.8  for  the  rest  of  the  state.  Of  1,500  deaths 
occurring  in  rural  towns  classed  as  **rest  of  district.**  there  were  111  deaths  from  acute 
respiratory  diseases,  or  about  7.5  per  ceot,  which  was  less  than  one  half  the  percentage  for 
thA  rest  of  the  stare;  from  consumption  also  the  proportion  was  less,  vis:  10.7  per  cent 
against  18.6  per  cent  for  the  rest  of  the  state. 
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MARITIME  DISTRICTS 
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Grrr  or  New  York 

Totals 
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0 
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15.2 
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14.2 
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7.6 
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11.1 
10.0 
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17.0 
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87.5 
15.0 
28.8 
25.0 
28.0 
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95.0 


28.5 
26.0 
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MOHAWK  VALLEY  DI3T.— (C<m.) 

Utica , 

Whitestown 

Rome 

BooDTille 

Camden 

Waterford 

MechanicviU4 

BalUton  8pa 

Saratoga  ^}ringi 

Rest  of  district 

SOUTHERN  TIER  DISTRICT 
Totals 

BlXaHAM  TON 

Oxveqo 

Candor 

Wavtrly 

Elmira 

Montfcomery : 

Haverstraw 

Nyaek 

Racnapo 

Rest  of  district 

ADIRONDACK   AND    NORTHERN 
DISTRICT 
Totals 

WlTBRTOWN 

Bllisburg  

Cape  Vincent 

Clayton 

OODIKSBURO 

Oouvemeur 

Potsdam 

Canton 

Malone 

Plattiburgh 

Qlens  FalU 

Whitehall 

FortEdwrard 

Kingsbury 

Granville 

Greeowlch. 

LowTille 

Rest  of  district 

MOHAWK  VALLEY  DISTRICT 
Totals 

SCHKNKCTADT 

CobleskiU 

Amstbrdah 

Fort  Plain 

Johnstown 

Qlotriisvillr 

Little  Falls  . .  

Herkimer 

num 


55,000 
5,225 

14.000 
8.512 
8,675 
5,522 
8,000 
8,627 

12,500 
198,000 


425,000 


45,000 
6,000 
8,625 
4,128 

40,000 
5,259 
7,714 
5,603 
6,600 
275,000 


890,000 


17,009 
4,2^ 
3,000 
4,250 

12,000 
6,000 
4,009 
6,018 
5,090 
8,400 

1C,500 
4,500 
4,500 
5.112 
5,281 
4,600 
4,000 
880,000 


895,000 


28,791 
3,486 

20,000 
3,000 
7,768 

15,000 

12,000 
5,150 
4.057 
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14 
2 
5 
9 
4 
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27 
284 


466 


57 
6 
6 
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44 
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12 
833 


879 
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2 
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17 
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4 

10 
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12 
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1 
5 
6 
7 
8 
7 
885 
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15 
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11 

17 
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11 
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12.0 
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19.5 
16.0 


14.0 


18.5 


15.0 
12.0 
20.0 
9.0 
13.2 
20.5 


81.8 
14.5 


11.5 


22.4 
11.3 
8.0 
19.7 
17.0 
10.0 
13.0 
80.0 
10.0 
17.0 
18.0 


13.8 
14.0 
15.8 


81.0 
10.0 


15.4 


14.7 
21.0 


16.8 
13.3 
18.0 
32.6 
18.0 


10 
0 
8 
1 
2 
8 
0 
1 
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87 


58 
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1 
1 
6 
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1 
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84 


46 
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2 
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1 
1 
8 
0 
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8 
1 
1 
8 
85 


61 
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1 
1 
2 
8 
1 
1 
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81.4 
50.0 
40.0 
88.8 


50.0 
14.7 
11.5 


11.0 


8.7 


16.7 
88.8 
18.7 
88.8 


88.8 
10.8 
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11.8 
20.0 
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85.0 
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8).8 
14.2 
88.8 
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8.0 
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6.6 
12.5 
18.3 
11.6 
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9.0 
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70 


446 


87 
65 


60 
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46 
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96 


70 
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SOUTHERN  TIER  DIST.~(Con.) 
HorBeheads 

HORNKLLSVILLB 

Bath 

CORNIKO 

WellgyiUe 

Olban 

Salamanca 

Dunkirk '. 

Jamestown 

Westftidd.,.  

Fredonia 

Rest  of  district 

EAST  CENTRAL  DISTRICT 

Totals 

Stracusr 

Baldwinsville 

De  Witt 

Cortland 

Homer 

Oneida 

Hamilton 

f^^axeooTia 

Broolcfleld 

Norwich 

Oneonta 

Worcester 

Coomratown 

Walton 

Delhi 

Liberty 

Rest  of  district 

WEST  CENTRAL  DISTRICT 

Totals 

AUBDBM 

Ithaoa 

Hector 

Waterloo 

Seneca  Falls 

Gbnbva  

Canandaigua 

Manchester 

Phelps 

Penn  Yan 

Batavia 

DansviUe, 

Le  Roy 

Warsaw 

Rest  of  district 

LAKE  ONTARIO  AND  WESTERN 
DISTRICT 
Totals ....  

BurPALo  

TONAWAN  DA 

Amherst 


8,819 

8,261 
10,025 

6,038 
10,000 

8,700 
18,200 
18,627 

8,000 

8.400 
250,000 


416,000 


120,CiOO 
8,040 
5,182 
8,600 
8,000 
6,100 
4,110 
8,808 
8,235 
6,0U0 
8,000 
2.6T0 
8,000 
4,811 
8.000 
8,500 

280,000 


825,000 


30,000 

18,460 

4,832 

4,850 

6,500 

11.800 

5,868 

4,181 

5.160 

4,800 

7,221 

8,768 

8,000 

4,700 

212,000 


875,000 


860,000 
9,000 
4,000 
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16 
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10 
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19 

24 
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460 


117 
6 
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12 
6 
9 
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10 
5 
7 
6 
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8 
6 
4 

11 
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812 
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12 
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14 
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8 

8 

8 
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940 


406 
2 
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14.5 
15.0 


18.0 
10.0 
12.0 
16.0 
16.6 
15.5 


17.0 
18.0 


18.2 


11.5 
24.0 


16.5 
24.0 
18.0 
20.5 


18.5 
14.0 


12.0 
15.0 
16.0 


12.5 


12.0 


18.6 

11.0 

8.0 


11.0 


11.0 
22.0 
14.0 
7.5 
12.0 
12.5 


11.0 


12.5 


18.2 
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0 
96 
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1 
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0 
0 
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84 
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1 
1 
8 
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1 
1 
0 
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0 
0 
18 


221 


144 

0 
1 


25.0 
6.6 


18.8 


10.0 
20.0 
16.7 
20.8 


10.0 


9.5 


9.8 


8.8 
16.7 
11.0 


20.0 
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20.6 

8  3 

88.8 

21.4 
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83.8 


60.0 
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LAKE  ONTARIO  AND  WESTERN 
DISTRICT— ( Continued) 

North  Tonawanoa 

lockport 

Niagara  Falls 

Medina 

Albion 

Brockport 

ROCHKBTKR 

Palmyra 

Newark — 

Lyons 

Ciyde 

Oswsoo 

Fulton 

Richland 

Rest  of  district 


Totals  for  the  state 

Totals  for  November,  1899. 
Totals  for  December,  1S98  . 


9,000 

16,088 

16.000 

4,500 

4,586 

3,742 

175,000 

4,178 

4.f00 

6,1'27 

8,000 

22,000 

4.214 

3,637 

231,000 

7.110,000 


6 
13 

;6 

7 
6 
1 

161 
6 
5 
9 
4 
85 
U 
2 

247 


8 
1 
3 
0 
1 


33.S 

7.7 

18.5 


16.7 


9,838 

8,607 

10,877 


11.0 

u 
26 

17.7 

0 

13.0 

0 

17.7 

0 

16.0 

1 

19.0 

6 

8 

1 

12.5 

32 

16.5 

2,441 

14.7 

2,187 

19.0 

2,269 

16.2 


833 


185 


26.0 
17.0 
27.8 
50.0 
13.0 


25.0 
25.4 
21.0 


80 
167 
400 


250 
165 


56 


8 


98 

101 

70 


89 
88 
35 


5 

*2 


1 


155 
100 
156 


NoTK.— Eight  deaths  In  Geneva,  three  In  Manchester  and  two  !n  Little  Falls  are  not  Included 
in  the  totals. 

Remarks— The  total  mortality  for  December  was  9,833,  which  is  more  thao  have  been 
reported  for  either  of  the  past  three  months  and  likewise  exceeds  that  of  May  and  June,  but 
is  less  than  for  the  other  three  monthn  of  the  year.  The  average  dally  mortalitv  thi«  mootli 
was  817;  that  of  the  entire  year  was  834.  There  were  1,200  more  deaths  than  In  November 
and  for  the  three  autumn  months  there  was  a  diily  average  of  lesa  than  300. 

Compared  with  the  corrt'spondioj?  month  of  former  years,  the  reported  mortally  te  less  by 
1,000  than  in  Decemoer,  1698,  but  the  mortality  of  that  month  was  only  exceeded  during?  the 
year  by  that  of  the  summer  months;  the  averaj^e  yearly  mortality  for  the  past  10  years  la 
December  has  been  9,000,  or  less  than  that  of  the  current  month. 

The  death  rate  is  16.5  per  thousand  population,  that  of  the  entire  year  beinfr  17.3.  Tbe 
hijE^hest  death  rate  of  any  month  was  that  of  January,  viz.:  21.0,  tbe  lowest  rates  being  those 
of  the  three  autumn  months. 

There  were  2,441  deaths  un^r  the  age  of  Ave  years;  May  and  November  alone  had  fewer 
deaths  in  early  life  than  are  reported  for  this  month.  Relatively  the  fnfant  mortality  was 
less  than  in  any  month  of  the  year  except  the  other  two  winter  months  of  January  aod  Febru- 
ary ;  26.0  per  cent  of  the  deaths  occurred  under  the  age  of  five  years. 

The  zymotic  mortality  was  9  8  of  the  total,  there  having  been  917  deaths  from  tbeee 
diseases,  which  is  60  more  than  in  November;  the  increase  Is  In  diphtheria,  whooping  cough, 
scarlet  fever  and  measles.  There  were  150  more  zymotic  deaths  than  in  December,  189S,  tbe 
increase  bemg  In  the  came  diseases  as  In  November. 

Diphtheria  caused  a  larger  number  of  deaths  than  In  any  month  of  the  year,  and  about  ICO 
more  death?  than  the  average  monthly  deaths  from  this  cause  during  the  year.  There  were 
nearly  100  more  deaths  than  in  last  December.  While  there  is  a  tendency  to  moderate 
Increase  In  the  prevalence,  and  dii>tributfon  of  dirhtberia  the  mortalltv  from  it  is  far  below 
that  of  this  month  prior  to  the  last  two  years  ana  is  hardly  one-half  that  of  the  average  of 
the  10  years  1881^-1895.  Th«  present  increase  Is  largely  in  the  Maritime  district  whore  the 
deaths  from  diphtheria  in  the  last  two  months  are  much  In  excess  ofthe  preceding  months  of 
the  year;  there  were  880  deaths  in  that  district  this  month  to  100  In  the  rest  of  tbe  state. 
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There  are  numerous  moderate  outbreaks  elsewhere,  and  they  are  characterized  bf  unusual 
persistence.  It  is  of  practical  interest  to  note  that  bacteriological  tests  have  shown,  in  one 
recent  well  studied  outbreak,  the  extensive  existence  of  the  diphtheria  bacilli  in  the  throats  of 
well  persons  who  came  in  contact  with  the  sick.  That  these  persons,  for  any  reason  immune 
to  the  disease,  who  are  thus  carriers  of  the  disease  germs,  may  distribute  dipbtheria  and 
cause  its  spread  is  not  doubted,  and  a  persistent  epidemic  may  be  due  to  it  in  a  measure. 

Scarlet  fever  has  continued  to  increase  moderately  since  the  bdtcinning  of  autumn,  but  the 
69  deaths  are  not  above  the  average  for  the  past  five  years  for  December,  and  are  but  half 
that  of  the  Ave  years  preceding.    The  present  increase  is  chiefly  iu  the  Maritime  district. 

Measles  has  likewise  increased  during  the  fall  months,  and  continues  to,  but  is  not  ex  ten- 
fiively  distributed,  and  there  were  but  4  deaths,  of  the  88  from  this  cause,  outside  the 
Maritime  and  Lake  Ontario  and  Western  districts.  It  is  less  prevalent  than  in  the  spring 
months. 

Grippe  has  been  reported  as  the  cause  of  a  considerable  number  of  deaths,  but  its  influence 
on  the  mortality  of  the  month  can  only  be  estimated.  Of  the  classes  of  diseases  in  which  it 
increases  the  mortality,  there  were  from  acute  respiratory  diseases  1,800  deaths,  an  increase 
of  500  from  November;  and  in  other  local  diseases  there  was  an  increase  of  60  from  diseases 
of  the  urinary  system,  lUO  of  the  circulatory,  and  170  of  the  nervous;  likewise  170  from  uncias- 
iiifled  causes,  but  there  was  no  material  increase  in  the  deaths  from  consumption  and  old  age, 
which  are  usually  affected.  In  these  classes  of  disease  there  were  1,800  fewer  deaths  this 
month  than  In  December  last,  when  it  was  estimated  that  grippe  caused  l,80o  deaths;  it  may 
be  said  that  there  were  600  deaths  from  this  cause  in  the  current  month.  In  rural  towns  ti6 
per  cent  of  the  deaths  were  from  these  local  diseases,  unclassified  causes  and  consumption, 
and  In  the  rest  of  the  state  ti  per  cent. 

Smallpox  caused  two  deaths,  one  in  Troy  and  one  in  the  adjoining  village  of  Waterford,  six 
cases  of  the  disease  occurring  In  this  locality  as  reported  last  month.  Near  the  end  of  the 
month  a  single  case  developed  at  Amsterdam  in  tlie  person  of  a  man  recently  having  come 
from  the  southern  part  of  the  state,  its  origin  not  being  fully  traced,  but  ultimately  from  an 
outside  source.  This  case  which  has  practically  recovered,  Is  the  only  one  known  to  exist  at 
the  present  time  in  the  state,  with  the  exception  of  cases  reported  from  time  to  time  in  the 
city  of  New  York,  doubtless  generally  of  imported  origin. 
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To  avoid  fine,  this  book  should  be  returned 
on  or  before  the  date  last  stamped  below. 
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